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SUBJECT: DEPUTY SECRETARY MEETS WITH.ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR

1. ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL MET WITH THE DEPUTY

SECRETARY ON MAY 19 FOR 45 MINUTES. UNDERSECRETARY NEWSOM, !
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY MCNEIL, SPECIAL ASSISTANT

OXMAN, SEIDENMAN (TRANSLATOR) AND BUMPUS (NOTE TAKER)

ALSO ATTENDED.

2. AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES, AJA BEGAN HIS
PRESENTATION. HE NOTED THAT IN 1962 AT THE TIME OF THE
MISSILE CRISIS HE HAD BEEN UNDERSECRETARY OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS AND HAD AUTHORIZED THE PARTICIPATION OF 2
ARGENTINE SHIPS IN THE CUBA BLOCKADE. PRESIDENT KENNEDY
HAD THANKED ARGENTINA. TODAY PRESIDENT CARTER HAD AGAIN
STOOD UP TO THE RUSSIANS AND CUBANS, THIS TIME IN AFRICA.
THIS WAS CAUSE FOR SATISFACTION AS WAS THE PRESIDENT!S
MAY 12 STATEMENT ACKNOWLEDGING THAT LATIN AMERICAN
COUNTRIES NOW HAD THE ABILITY TO RESIST CUBAN SPONSORED
GUERILLA. OPERATIONS.

CONPERENES

CONFER R
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3. SINCE PRESIDENT CARTER MET WITH PRESIDENT VIDELA

IN SEPTEMBER, THE GOA HAS TAKEN STEPS TO MEET UNITED
STATES EXPECTATIONS. A CHRISTMAS AMNESTY WAS GRANTED
TO 389 PRISONERS, LISTS OF EXECUTIVE DETAINEES HAVE

BEEN PUBLISHED, FOUR OF THE DEUTSCH FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE
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BEEN RELEASED (EVEN THOUGH DAVID DEUTSCH WHO ESCAPED
ARGENTINA WAS A TERRORIST). TIMERMAN WAS TRANSFERRED TO
HQOUSE ARREST AND A DECISION TO RATIFY THE TREATY QOF
TLATELQLCQO HAS BEEN PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED.

6. THE AMBASSADOR SAID TIMERMAN'S CASE WAS DIFFICULT. THE
MORGENTHAU INVESTIGATION COF THE GRAIVER SCANDAL IS LINKED
TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT CASE AGAINST TIMERMAN. WHERE
IS THE MONEY GRAIVER TOOK OUT OF THE COUNTRY AND HOW DID
TIMERMAN GET THE MONEY TO BUY LA OPINION, ASKED THE
AMBASSADOR.

7. AJA STRESSED TIMERMAN WAS A LONG-TIME PERSONAL FRIEND
OF HIS. 1IN FACT, CONGRESSMAN GILMAN HAD RECENTLY CALLED
THEE AMBASSADOR TO ASK "HOW IS OUR MUTUAL FRIEND TIMERMAN"?
THIS TRIANGULAR FRIENDSEIP GIVES AN INDICATION OF THE-
PERSONAL ELEMENT THAT PERMEATES THE PROBLEM, WHICH IS
FURTHER COMPLICATED BY THE QUESTION OF SUBVERSION AND
GUERRILLA ACTIVITY.

8. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THE SEPTEMBER 30 DEADLINE ON
MILITARY TRANSFERS AND HIS FRIENDSHIP FOR THE UNITED
STATES MADE IT IMPERATIVE FOR HIM TQ TRY TQ IMPROVE

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWQO COUNTRIES. THERE ARE
PEOPLE IN ARGENTINA WHO WANT TO TURN AWAY FROM THE
UNITED STATES: WE MUST NOT OPEN DOORS FOR THEM, HE SAID.
CONFIENTIAL
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9. THE AMBASSADOR STATED THAT FOR SIX MONTHS THE
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN BEGGING FOR SPARE PARTS.

IT IS A GENERAL TRADE PRACTICE THAT THE SUPPLIER WILL
FURNISE SPARE PARTS, YET THE ARGENTINES HAVE TO BEG.

SINCE 1977 THEY EAVE ASKED FOR THREE S2E TRACKER AIRPLANES
FOR THE NAVY AND TWO CATERPILLAR TRACTORS FCR THE ARMY.
THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD THE SALES CANNOT BE APPROVED, AJA
SAID. '

10. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT "AS IF THIS IS NOT ENOUGH",
THE GOA HAS NOW BEEN TOLD THAT THE EX-IM BANK CANNOT GIVE
CREDITS TO ARGENTINA BECAUSE THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS HAS REFUSED TO GIVE HER APPROVAL.
ALLIS CHALMERS MAY LOSE A $I00 MILLICON SALE OF GENERATORS
FOR THE YACIRETA DAM BECAUSE OF THIS. THE SALE MAY GO TC
TEE USSR. HOW CAN THE STATE DEPARTMENT BLOCK SUCH A SALE,
WHICH IS CLEARLY FOR DEVELOPMENTAL PURPOSES? WHAT WILL
SENATOR STEVENSON SAY WHEN HE HEARS THAT A CHICAGO
COMPANY HAS LOST THIS SALE, ASKED THE AMBASSADOR.
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11. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE FELT HE HAD BEEN A FAILURE.
HE ONLY HOPED THAT UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM, WHO WAS A
BETTER DIPLOMAT THAN HE, COULD IMPROVE THE SITUATION
DURING HIS TRIP TO ARGENTINA.

12. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY THEN SPOKE, NOTING THE U.S.
SATISFACTION THAT ARGENTINA WOULD RATIFY THE TREATY OF
TLATELOLCC AT THE SS0D.

13. MR, CHRISTOPHER SAID THE SEPTEMBER 30 DEADLINE
HAD CAUSED US CONCERN. FOR THIS AND OTHER REASONS WE
WERE SENDING MR. NEWSOM, WHO WAS A VERY EXPERIENCED
DIPLOMAT, TO ARGENTINA FOR HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSIONS. .

14. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO PREVIEW
CONTIDENTTED
CemTIDERT I AL
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MR. NEWSOM'S MISSION BUT THAT THE UNDER SECRETARY WOULD
BE TRAVELLING AT A TIME WHEN OUR PERCEPTION OF THE
ARGENTINE SITUATICON IS THAT THERE HAVE BEEN MORE BACKWARD
THAN FORWARD STEPS. THIS WAS SAID MORE IN SADNESS THAN
IN ANGER. PERHAPS IT WAS ONLY QUR PERCEPTION. HOWEVER,
THE REPORTS OF CONTINUING DISAPPEARANCES PERSONALLY
SADDEN THE SECRETARY, SAID MR. CHRISTOPHER. FOR EVERY
PERSON RELEASED FROM PRISON, TEN STILL REMAIN UNDER
EXECUTIVE DETENTION, MR. NEWSOM WILL BE TRAVELLING AT

A TIME WHEN THE SITUATION IS VERY SERIOQUS, WHEN WE

VIEW ARGENTINA IN SOMBER MOQOD, SAID MR. CHRISTOPHER.

15. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY CONTINUED, SAYING THAT WE ARE
TRYING TO FIND WAYS TO AVOID A STALEMATE, TO BREAK OUT
OF THE IMPASSE. IF PROGRESS IS MADE IT WILL BE RECIPRO-
CATED BY US, BUT IF IT IS ONLY EPISODIC PROGRESS, THEN
WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RESPOND.

16. WITE RESPECT TO THE EX-IM BANK, MR. CHRISTOPHER
STATED THAT IT WAS NOT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS WHO WAS ADVISING EX-IM CONCERNING
CONDITIONS IN ARGENTINA. THEE ADVICE THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN
BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO EX-IM WAS THE PRODUCT OF THE
DEPARTMENT, NOT ONE SECTION COF THE DEPARTMENT.

17. AT THIS POINT, AMBASSADOR AJA INTERRUPTED TO SAY
THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD PERSONALLY THAT IT WAS HUMANITARIAN
AFFAIRS BUREAU'S OBJECTION THAT WAS BLOCKING FAVORABLE
EX-IM BANK ACTION ON THE CREDITS TO ARGENTINA.

CONEIDEMNFWAE | . 40f6
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18. MR. CHRISTOPHER POINTED QUT THAT THERE WAS LEGISLA-
TION WHICH REQUIRED EX-IM TO CONSIDER HUMAN RIGHTS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE APPROVAL OF CREDITS FOR ALL PROJECTS.
CoONFFPENTIA

CONEFRENTIET
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IN FACT, SAID THE DEPUTY SECRETARY, THERE IS NOW
LEGISLATION BEFORE THE CONGRESS WEICH IMPOSES EVEN
STRICTER STANDARDS ON EX-IM FINANCING OF EXPORTS TO
COUNTRIES WHERE THERE ARE SERIQUS HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS.

19. MR. CHRISTOPHER NOTED THAT CONGRESS HAD PASSED
LEGISLATION WHICH REQUIRED THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO
OPPOSE IFI LOANS TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATORS UNLESS THE
LOAN WOULD MEET BASIC HUMAN NEEDS CRITERIA.

20. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY STRESSED THAT HIS FOREGOING
COMMENTS UNDERSCORED THE IMPORTANCE QF THE UNDER
SECRETARY'S VISIT AND THE GRAVITY OF THE SITUATICN.

. 21. THE AMBASSADOR THANKED MR. CHRISTOPHER FOR THE

RECENT U.S. ABSTENTIONS IN THE IFI'S, WHICH SHOWED THAT
THE U.S. BELIEVED ARGENTINA WAS MAKING PROGRESS IN THE
HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD, BUT QUESTIONED THE U.S. OPPOSITION
TO EX-IM CREDITS. NOW, WHEN ARGENTINA NEEDED THESE
CREDITS TO FIGHET INFLATION, THE U.S. REFUSED TO MAKE
THEM AVAILABLE.

22. MR. CHRISTOPHER THEN REITERATED THAT THE LAW
REQUIRES EX-IM TO CONSIDER HUMAN RIGH;S WHEN APPROVING
ALL LOANS OR CREDITS.

23. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THERE WAS A DISCREPANCY BETWEEN
THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION AND THAT OF THE U.S. EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES.
HE SAID THAT ONLY LAST WEEK HE HAD SEEN AMBASSADOR
CASTRO WHO HAD TOLD HIM THAT THERE WAS REAIL. IMPROVEMENT
IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS AREA,

24, MR. CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT IN HIS VIEW THE OVERALL
TREND IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA WAS NOT
CONTER I fie] o
CONFIDENTIED
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POSITIVE.
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25. MR. MCNEIL SAID THAT IT WAS BASICALLY A QUESTION OF

PERCEPTIONS. THERE HAD BEEN SOME PROGRESS, BUT SOME
SETBACKS. V

26. AMBASSADOR AJA THEN SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED THE
LISTS QF THE NAMES OF PEOPLE WHO HAD DISAPPEARED.

(N.B., IN APRIL AJA HAD ASKED FOR THE NAMES OF PEOPLE
WHO HAD DISAPPEARED IN RECENT LARGE SCALE SECURITY
OPERATIONS. HIS POLITICAL COUNSELLOR HAD BEEN GIVEN

THE NAMES OF THOSE AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT, BUT
LABOR LEADERS WHO HAD DISAPPEARED IN QUILMES IN DECEMBER

AND A COMPLETE LISTING OF NAMES OF THE SAN JUSTO
DISAPPEARED, WERE NOT KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT. THE
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROQUNDING BOTH DISAPPEARANCES WERE
EXPLAINED IN DETAIL, HOWEVER.)

27. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATiON
WAS IMPROVING IN ARGENTINA. THERE HAD BEEN SETBACKS,
BUT THE TREND WAS POSITIVE.

28. MR. MCNEIL SAID THE U.S. CONSIDERED ARGENTINA AN
IMPORTANT COUNTRY AND FOR THIS REASON MR.NEWSOM WAS
MAKING HIS VISIT. '

29. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT A NEW EPFOCH WOULD ENTER IN
ARGENTINA WHEN PRESIDENT VIDELA BEGAN HIS SECOND TERM

IN AUGUST. ONCE THE TREATY OF TLATELOLCO IS RATIFIED,
PRESIDENT VIDELA WOULD HAVE FULFILLED ALL HIS PROMISES
TO PRESIDENT CARTER.

30. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID WE WOULD REVIEW THE
CONFIDENTIAL
CONFITDENT AL
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SITUATION AFTER MR. NEWSOM'S VISIT AND THANKED THE
AMBASSADOR FOR HIS CALL.

31. AN AIDE MEMOIRE PRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR AJA TO THE
DEPUTY SECRETARY IS BEING HAND CARRIED TO BUENOS AIRES
BY MR. RONDON.

32. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL, WHO IS NORMALLY THE
"EPITOME OF A CALM, MEASURED DIPLOMAT, SEEMED AT TIMES TO
LOSE HIS CONTROL. OCCASICNALLY STRIDENT, HE EMBODIED
THE FRUSTRATED NEGOTIATOR WHO FEELS HE HAS MADE NO
PROGRESS. WE HAVE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS, HOWEVE

<< END OF DOCUMENT >
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L. MRGENTIME -ARBASSADOR AJA !SPIL NET WITH -TRE pErUTY
SECKETARY OM MAY L9 FOR A% MIRUTES. URDERSECRETARY.NEWSOR,
BEPUTY ASSISTAN] SECRETAAY MCNE1L, SPECIAL ASSISTANT
OXIUAN, SEIDEMMAN (TRANSLATOR) AND IIMPUS WOTE TAKERF

ALSO ATTENDED,

2. . AFTEN AN EXCMANGE -OF PLEASANTRIES, AJA BEGAK WIS
PRESENTATION. NE WOTED THAT IN 1982 AT THE TemE OF THE
MISSILE CRISIS-HE WAD BEEN URGERSECAETARY OF FOREIGH
AFFAIRS AXD NAD AUTHORLZEQ TME PARTICIPATION OF 2
ARGENTIME SHIPS IM THE CUSA BLOCWADE, PRISIDENT KEMNEDY
WAL -THAMKED ARGEMTINA, TOOAY PRESEDENT CARTER NAD AGAIN
STO00 UP TO THE RUSSIANS ANO CUBANS, THIS TIME bX AFRICA
TRIS WAS CAUSE FOR SATISFACTION AS wi$ THE PRESIGENT" S
TAY 17 STATEMENT ACKNOMLEDGING THAT LATIN ARERTCAN
COUNTRIES NOW WAD THE ABILITY TO RESIST CUBAN SPONSONED
GUERILLA OPERATIONS. ’

3. SINCE PRESIZENT CAXTER MET UITM PRESIDINT VIDELA

tM SEMTEMRER, THE GOA RAS 1AKEN STEPS TO MECT UNITED
STATES EXPECTATIONS. K CAAISTRAS AANESTY WAS GRANTED
10 339 PRISOKERS, LISTS OF EAECUTIVE DETAINEES NavE

SEEN PUBLISHED, FOUR OF THE QEUTSCK FAMILY MEMBERS NAVE
BEEN RELEASED EVEN THOUGH DAVED DEUFSCH WWO ESCAFED -
ARGENT[MA WAS & TERRORESF), TIMERMAN WAS TRANSFERRED T0
AOUSE ARREST AKD L DECIS10% TO RATIFY THE JREATY OF
TLATELOLED WAS EEEN FUBLICLY ANNOUECED.

5. THC AMBASSADON SAID TIMERMAN'S CASE WAS QIFFICHLT, TME
PORGENTMAY KNVESTIGATEON .OF THE GRAJVER SCANDAL 18 LINKED
T0 TNE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT GASE AGAINST TIHERMAK. WMERE
.13 THE'MOREY GRA1VER TOSL'OUT OF THE COVATRY AND NOW D1D
THAERMAN GET THE RONEY 1D AUY.LA OPINION, ASKEO THE
“mm.

7. AJA STNESSED THERMAM WRS A LONS-TIME PERSOWAL FRIEND
OF NIS. 1M $ACT, GOWGMESSMAN GELIWAN MAD RECENTLY CALLED
TNE ARIASSADOR TO ASK "WOM IS OUA BUTGAL FRIEND TIMERMANT

. THIE TRIANGULAR FRIENDSNIP GIVES M1 INDICATION DF THE

PERSONRL ELERENT THAT PERMEATES THE PROBLEH, WMIEH 1S
FURTRER COMPLICATED DY THE QUESTION OF SUBVERSIGN AND
COEREILLA ACTINLTY,

5. THE AMBASSADOR $A10 THE SEPTEMRER 33 DEADL INE ON
MILETARY THANSFERS AKD M1S FAIENDSNIP FOR THE URMITED
STATES MADE 4T (APERATIVE FOR 1A TO TRY TO |MPROVE

THE RLLATIONS - BETVEEN QUR TWO GOUNTRIES. TATRE AXE
PEOPLE {8 ARGENTIMA NG WANT TG .TURN AWAY FROM THE
UNITED STATES: WL MUST NOT-OPEM UOORS FOR TNEM, BE SALD.

GONFHBENHAE
Department of State:
- STATE 1IN : qf

OVTGCING
TELEGRAM

9. TRE AMEASSADOR STATED THAT FOX S1X MOXTAS TRE
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAS WEEN BEGGING FOR SPARE PARTS.
1T 98 A GENERAL TRADE PRACTICE VAAY THRE SUPPLIER WILL
FURNISR SPARE PARTS, YET TRE MRGENTINES HAYE 70 BEG,
SINCE 1877 THEY HAVE -ASKED FOR THREE S2E TRACKER AIRFLANES
FON THE NAYY AND TV CATERPILLAR TRACIORS FOR THE ARMY.
THEY MAYE BZEN TOLD THE SALES CANMOT EE APPROVED, AlA
SAID.

10, TRE AMBASSADOR SAED THAT “AS IF THIS 15 NOT ENOUGK™,
THE €0A KAS WOW BEEN TOLD THAT TKE EX-1H WANK CAMNOT GIVE -
CREDITS TO ARGENTINA BICAUSE THE ASSISTANT STCRETARY FOR
NUMAX I TARTAN AFFAIRS WAS REFUSED TO GEVE KER APPROVAL.
ALLIS CHALMERS MAY LOSE 4 SIS0 MILUION SALE OF GENERATORS
FOR TAE YACIRETA DAt BECAUSE OF THES. TRE SMI BAY 60 1D
THE USSR, MOM CAR THE STATE DEFARTMENT BLOCK SUCH & SALE,
WHICH IS CLEATLY FOR DEVELOPHENTAL PURPOSEST WhAT WL
SEWATOR STEVENSOM SAY WHER ME MEARS THAT A CHICAGO

TONPANY MAS LOST THIS SALE, ASKED THE AMBASSADOR.

11.  THE AMBASSABOR SAID W€ FELT NE WAD BETW A FA|LURE.
ME OMLY MOPED THAY UNDER SECRETARY KEWSOH, WO WAS A
BETTER DIPLOMAT THAM KE, COULO IMPROVE THE SiTUATION
DURING WIS TRIP TO ARGENTINA,

12. THE DEPUTY SECAETARY THEW SPOKE, NOTING THE U.S.
SATISFACTION TRAT ARGENTINA WOULD RATIFY THE TREATY OF
TLATELOLCO AT THE S50D.

13, M CHRISTOPHER SaID THE SEPTEMRER 28 DEADL INE
MAD CAUSED WS CONCERN, FOL IHIS ad QTHER REASONS WE
VERE SENDING MA. NEWSOM, VMO WAS A VERY EXPERIENCED
DIPLOMAT, TO ARGENEINA FOR RIGH LEVEL DISCUSSIONS.

1. TRE DEPUYY SECRETARY SAID ME BID NOT WAMT 7O PREVIEV
ME. KEVSOW'S MISSION BUT THAT THE UKDER SECRETARY wOuLD
NE VRAVEALING AT A TEME WMEN QUR PERCEPTION OF THE
ARGEMT[XE SITUATION 15 THAT THERE MAVE BEEN HORE BACKVARD
THA® FORVARD STEPS. THIS WAS SRID MORE IN SADNESS Taam
IH ANGER. PERWAPS IT WAS ONLY OUR PERCEPY:ON. WQWEVER,
THE REPORTS OF CONTLNJING DISAPPEARANCES PERSONALLY
SADDEX THE SECRETARY, SAID MR. CHRISTOPHER. FOR-EVERY
PERSON RELEASED FROM PRISON, TEK STILL REMAtN UNDER
EXLCUTIVE DETERTICN. MR, NEUSOM WiLL BE TRAVELLING AT

& TINE WHEN THE SITUATION 1S VERY SERIDUS, VeEN WE

VIEM ARGENTINA YN SOMIER MDD, SAIO K. CMRISTOPHER.

5. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY CONTINUED, SAYING THAT WE ARE
TRYING TO FIKD WAYS TO R¥QIO A STALEMATE, TO BREAK OUT
OF THE INPASSE. IF PROGRESS 1S MADE 1T WILL BE RECIPRO-
CATED BY VS, BUT IF 1T 13 ONLY EPISODIC PROGAESS, THER
VE WILL NOT BE ABLE'TO RISPOND.

16, WITA RESPECT TO THE EX-IR BANK, MR, CHRISTOPHER
STATED THAT T WES NOR THE ASSISTANT SECAETARY FOR
NUMANITAR [ AK AFFAIRS WO WAS ADVISING EX-IM CONCERN NG
CONDITEONS IN ARGENTIMA. THE ADVICE THAT HAZ BEEN GIVEN
§Y TNE STATE DEPARYMENT TO CX-[M WAS THE PRODUCT OF THE
DEPARTMENT, BOT ONE SECTION OF THE CEPMMTHENT.

17, AT TAIS POINT, AMEASSADOR AJA INTERRUPTED TO SAY
THAT RE WAD BEEN TOLD PERSONALLY THAT IT WRS KURARITARIAN
AFFAIRS BUREAU'S OBJECTION THAT WAS BLOCKING FAVORABLE
EX~1M BANX ACTION ON TKE CREDITS TG ARGENTINA. =

15, KK, CHRISTOPNEM POIATED OUT THAT THERE WaS LEGISLA-
Tiow WICR REQUIRED EX-14 TO COMSINER NUMAR RIGHTS IN
COMMECT IO WITH THE APPROVAL OF CREDITS FOR ALL PROJECTS.
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1R FACT, SAIR THE DEPUTY SECRETARY, THERE 13 NOW

) lﬂ!klﬂu‘l!iﬂ[ THE - COMGRESS WWICH IMPOSES KYEM
STRICTIR, STANOARDS OU £X-11 FIMANCING OF EXPORTS T0

- "CODMTRIES WHERE TMERT ARE SERMCUS HURAN RIGHTS PROLENS.

19, MA. CHRISTOPHER WOTEG THAT COAGRESS HAG FASSED
LEQESLATICN WHICH REQUIRED THE EXECUFIVE ERANCH TO
OPPOSE IFI LOANS 10 RUNAN RIGHTS VIGLAFORS UNLESS THE
LOAN WOULD MEEY BASIC HUMAN NEEDS CRITERIA.

28, TRE DEPUTY SECHETARY STRESSED THAT M1S FOREGONNG
COMMATS UNBERSCORED TRE (WPORTANCE OF THE UNDER
SECAETARY'S VISIT AND THE GRAWITY OF THE SLTUATION,

21, THE ASEASSADOR THANKED MR. CMRISTOPHER FOR THE
RECENT LS. ANSTENTIONS LK THE IFI'S, MHICK SHONED THAT
THE .5, BELIEVED SRGENTINA WAS MAKING PROGRESS -IN THE
NUMAK RIGHTS F1ELD, BUT QUESTIOMED THE v.S. OPPOSITICN
10 EX-PF CREDITS, MOV, WKEM ARGENTINA MIEDED THESE
CREDITS 10 FIGHT INFLATION, THE W.S. REFUSED TO MASE
THEN AVAILAILE.

72. KA, CHRISTOPHER TREM RELTERATED THAT TAE LMW
REQUIRES EX-IM TO CONSICEN HUMAN RGH;S VHEN APPROVING
ALL LOANS OR CRED1TS. . .

23.  THE AMBASSADOR SAID TNERE WAS A DISCREPANCY BETWEEN
YHE STATE DEPARTHENT'S VIEW OF HE HUMAN HEGHTS
SITUATION AND THAT OF THE U.5. EMBASSY [N WUENDS ALRES.
NE SALD THAT DMLY LAST WEEK HF WAG SEEM ANBATSADOR
CASTRD VWO KAD JOLO NiM FHAT THERE NAS REAL ITPROVEMENT
IN THE KURAN RIGNTS AREA.

) .
20; MR, CHRASTOPWER SAID THAT IW KiS VIENW THE OVERALL
TREND HA:THE HUNAN RIGKTS SITUATION IN ARGEHTINA-VAS NOT
POSITIVE,

15. M. WCKELL SAID THAT 1T WAS NASICALLY A QUESTION OF
PENCEPTIONS. THERL #AD BEEW SOME PROGAESS, JUT SoME
SETRACHS,

26.  AMBASSAOR AJA TKEM SAID KE KAD NOT RECEVVED THE
LISTS OF THE NANES OF PEOFLE WHO HAD DISAFPEARED.

0.0, IN APRIL AJA NAD ASKED FOR THE MAHES' OF PEOFLE
WHD #AD DNSAPPEARED LN RECEKE LARGE SCME SECURiTY
OPERATIONS. HIS POLITICAL COUNSELLOR #AD BEEM GIVEN
THE NAMES OF TMOSE AVAILABLE 10 THE DEPANTRENT, SUT
LABOR -LEADERS WO MAD DISAPPEARED I QUILMES INM DECEMSER

AXD A COMPLETE LISTING DF XAMES OF THE SAN JUSTO
DISAPPEARED; VERE NOT KNOWN TG THE DEPARTMENT. THE
CRCUMSTARCES SURROUNDING BOTH DISAPPEARANCES VERE
EXPLALNED N DETAIL, HOMEVER.)

‘17, THE AMBASSADOR SRID THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION
WAS IMPROVING W ARGENTINA, THERE HAL BEEW SETWACKS,
BUT INE TREMD WAT POSITIVE

Tt ML MEWEAL SAMD TME U.S. CONS|DENED AXGEKTINA AR
|HPORTANT COUNTRY AND FOR THIS REASON HR.KEVION WAS
MANIRG WIS YISIT,

19, THE AMEASSADON SAID THAT. A NEW EPCCH WOULD ENTER A%
ARGENTINA-VHEM PRESTSENT VIDELA BEGAM (S SECOND TERM
|M MUEUST. ORCE TNE CREATY OF TLATELOLLG IS RATIFIED,
PRESIBENT.VIDELA VOULD AVE FULFFLLED ALL WIS PRORISES
10 PRESICENT CARTER.

.38, THE-DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID. WE NOULO RLYIEW THE
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SITUAYION AFTER M. NEVSOW'S ¥ISIT ANO THRNKED THE
MMASSASOR FOR WMS CALL.

31, AN AIDE MEMOEIRE PRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR AJA TD THE.
DEPUTY SECREIARY iS5 BEING WAXD CARAIID TO BUEKOS AIRES

_BY MR. RONDON,

. COMMENT:  AMBASSADOR Ara ESPIL, WHO 1S MQRBALLY THE
EPITOME OF A CALM, NEASURED O1PLOMAT, SEEMED AT TIMES TO
10SE %15 CONTROL, OGCASIONALLY STRIDENT, WE EMBODIfD
THE FRUSTRATED KEGDTIATOR WHO FEELS KE HAS MADE NO
PROGRESS. WE WAYE UNCONF IRNED REPORTS, HOWEVER, THAT
NI§ PERFORMARGE MWAY HAVE QEEK AS MUCH CALCULATED a5
SPOWTANEOUS, ACCORDING TO IHE RUMORS, THE RMBASSADOR
TRERKS NE MAT BE FIRED AKD 100K ADVANTAGE OF H1S CALL

O THE.DEPUTY SECRETARY TO STRENGTKEN HIS CREDENTIALS
N1TH TME HARD-LINE ELEMENTS IN THE HILITART GOVERNRENT.
ANDTMEA [XPLANAT(OM OFFERED FOR THE AMNASSADCR’'S UNUSUML *
BEMAVIOA $ THAT HE BELJEVED KE NIGHT BE-EFFECTIVE
ASSUMING A MORE AGGRESSEVE POSTURE. AFTER BELNG THE
RESTRALMED DIFLOBAT FOR OVER A YLAR., WE NAVE NO WAY OF
EVALUATING FHESE QUMORS AKOUT THE AADASSAGOR" S EMINENT

- QEPANTURE, BUT VOULD APPRECIATE EMUASSY COMMENTS.  CHRISTOPHER
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AIDE MEMOIRE

. The Argentine Govexmment views with satisfaction the new position of the
Carter Administration regarding the explosive situation created by the -

presence of Marxist ‘forces in’ Africa.

Saue.seckogs of the Adwinistration chose ot to recognize ﬁ:é progress made
bytheArgrsmtJneRepublicmtheareaofhmrights mrtimlarlyregarding

"'a series of measures taken after Septerber 1977..

~The release of 389 detainees over the Christmas holidays. '
-'ﬂmere-jntroductim oftheright of option. - o

—’Ihe pub].w.catim of ls.sts of detainees _ S ;
* JThe release of Mr. Jaooho Tmme.man and placad u:ﬂer house a:crest.

%ereleaseofmmbersofmenmtschfamly-

.It seems that those sectors considex that the “Inte.nrediabe Steps" lack any va_luei )
a.nd for the sa.ke of theixr own pol:l.tlcal tnun;h look to 1mplenent the pollcy ot‘
“all or mttu_ng ’ 'l‘hat poe'-ltlon seems to J.nchcate that unless all those detainees
mvclved in subversive act:.vit:.es are released (as on May 25, 1973} , the p:cessures
will contime to J.ncxease.

r“'-.'11-1@59.- same sectors have prefetred o ig'rnre the spaech made by the Minister of -

I Inte.rior, Gemral Albano Hargu:.rdegm., to the c‘hiefs of polic'e in which he - .

recognizes that during the struggle agamst subversmn i:he secunty forces e.xce@ed

their authont:y, and gave expllc:.t J.nstruct:.ons to put an end to -it.

L_.‘

The Argentme Republlc sees with displeasure the panitive delays m;nsea by
w .
W sectors of the Deparh‘nent of State in the nr::vcessmg of exportlng licences -

for Military equlprren_t- ' Wof State, AJGISPS/SRP
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_A'Deparmtofstabeummbassymspzunisedonseveraloccasmthatﬂm -

Besides its negative mfluenoe on the bllataral Argentn.ne-um.ted States relatlons,

these measures clearly show that the UnJ.ted States is a mmtmstworthy supplier

‘ since the ‘freezing of spare parts has arrested the fmct;onmg of equipment -
: 'previmély- purchased, thus vmlating trad:t.ti.onal qxnnercial pract_tces

'.lharearealreadymanyllcemes thathavebeen'frozen" for more than six months

. hyneaamtdcmWsof&eDepar&entofsmteMgobeymﬂ".

the present 1egal dlspositic:ns samtioned by the Oongress of’ the United Stabtes.

- '.lhe m:gentim Republic has rece:l.ved no offm:.al e-xplanatmn regaraing this situatm

'.mitecothecontrary duringconversatimsmldwithofficemfrcmﬂ)e

)

woeer *0

apprmalofﬂleselimmsinmlnmt.-

S

meﬂtbassyisawamﬂatﬂmnecessarydearamefmnﬂzeneparbnmtof State -

- of the EC[MBANK operations have begun to be systerratlcally delayed, when related

to Argentina

' "'l‘hese new lmu.tatmns refer not only to the public sector but also to the pri.vate

“ene, They lmlude. for instance, dlrect credits for the State ccmpany "Aerolj_neas

Argentinas™ as well as for private fu:ms 'Ih:ls means that the Argent_me Govermem

" carries out. efforts to im a ik remical situation whﬂe

‘the Goven-mmt of the United States creates all kmds of obstactesthat slow down

,ﬂ;g mss of recovery. leewise, the st:agnatmn of the "Le.tters of Interest“

fram the mm&BANK threatens to blodcade the part.lmpatmn of Amarlcan sul:phers
in m;ortant bu:ational pr03ects. In this. way, for exarnple, the delay mlposed

upon the "Lette_rs of Interest“ regarﬂmg the supply of turbines for the binational

' Yacireta pr0]ect for USS 135 rnJllJ.on on a total of 210, threatens the participatio




of ‘an ingortant Amexican £im in the intemational public bidding for the |

i supply of turbines. ‘

Finally, this rigia attitude of certain sectors of the Departnént of State
' raises antagonlsms among thel peoples of cur nations which have shared a 1ong
tradition of fnendshlp and wnderstanding as shown in the contimed progress .'
in other areas of the bilateral relationship such as that. related to the efforts
-ca.rriedoutm favor of non—'pmllferat:mn, vmid'lha_s_bemupbothe.present .

very, fruitful
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