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" Gen. Jorge Videla retired- | - J

-mander in Chief of the "
. Army and member of the . ::.

- the civilian Presjident

" hia retirement he had o
served as military Presi-

ARGENTINA

Mr, Preaident

on 31 July 1978 Lt.. . | A A\ - ‘

from his post as Com-

ruling junta to become

of Argentina. Before ' =

dent and junta member since the Maxch 1976 coup

that. overthrew President Maria de PerSn. As such,

he performed the ceremonial duties of chief of
state, but he shared governing authority with the

_ other members of the three-man junta, which: repre-
_ments the three services. Videla's new relation~

ship with the junta is as yet unclear.

. When Videla firai Secame‘rrepident, heiin-
heérited a country in near chaos, with uncontrolled

- inflation and- rampant terrorist activity. Both
. problems have been significantly reduced under his
~ government, bqg.not'elimgnqted;;,. : _ )

In the past two and a half years, videla has

" traveled extensively in'Argentina and has met

"privately with representatives of religious,

acientific, busiriess and rural communities, as
well as with members of the press. BHe has :also .
made trips to other South American countrids to
strengthen relations. . Videla came to the United
States several t;mes.before>hecomlng,ctvilian
President: .- in September -1977 he visited this

country for the signing of the Panama Canal Treaties..

" Early Life and Career .-

Jorge Rafael Videla was born into an army
family on 2 August 1925 in the city of Morcedes
in Buenos Aires Province. At 16- he entered the
National Military College, where he wag com—

' . missioned in 1944 as an infantry officer. His a
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.t 7 first post was with the l4th Infantry Regiment in

~ the central Province of CSrdoba. In 1946 he was a
lieutenant in the Vigilance Company in the Ministry
of War; and for the next two years he served with
the Motorized Army Regiment. Joining the Military
College in 1948 as an instructor, he gained a
reputation as an excellent teacher and a stern,
self-denying taskmaster. Rising to the rank of
captain, -he attended the Higher School of War
during 1951-54 and then returned to the Military’
College as a staff officer. -~ . S

oo Videla was posted to the United States from
T . 1956 to 1958 as adviser to the Office of the Mili- -

tary Attache in the Argentine Embassy; at the sams
.time he served as an adviser to the Inter-American
Defense Board. He was promoted to colonel in 1965.
From 1962 to 1968 he was a staff officer in the Army
General Command. He was appointed chief of the cadet
. corps in 1968 and, as a brigadier general, served

: as tggscommandant of the Military Academy from 1971
e ke 1 Pt - - o S

Videla gerved as chief of staff of the) Army
General Staff from December 1973 until May 1975
. Vvemwiw... . @nd then was unassigned for two months, undoubtedly
. ., becauae Mrs. Perén's advisers saw him as a potential
' coup organizer. In July they agreed to have him
- -serve as chief of the Joint Staff, hoping to keep .
him in a relatively weak post. A few weeks later
~ a4 confrontation between: the military and. the gov-
-- ernment -over. the .appointment . of the Minister of . the .
- Interior forced the Commander in Chief of the Army
.. ' to resign, and in August 1975 Videla was chosen
as a compromise candidate to succeed him. - -
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e © Videla is a lifelong professional soldier
- of unquestioned integrity, a strict moralist of the
-0ld school, and a devout Roman Catholic. His hatred
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ﬁ:uia.appearance haa earned him- the”nicknames "Bl

. . . - )
)

.. o L ) . . . )
of corruption and his religious devotion ar'e legend-
ary in Argentina. A tall, gaunt, hard-muscled

‘figure in a plain uniform, Videla almost always

appeata.inlphotpg :

Hueao" . (The Bone) and "El Placo' tSkinny).

’
-’

Reportera have described Videla as shy, dif-

C\fident and nervous, with a no-nonsense approach

that is often softened by ready smiles and gracious
conversation. He does not like to hear off-color
stories and prefers not to discuss his job, the
infantry, or his chlldren. He speaks English

opeorly. . L . . . . T, : i

Videla is ﬁarried:to'the tofmef Aliciﬁ Ragquel
Hartridge and is the father 'of seven children.
Two of his sons are. currently atteading the Mili-

tary Academy.
_ Ji Auguat 1978

. t

a7 ————— k- - -y -

-

T R A e mro L a0t e A A A A S A -




!
M} ’,

' ‘Oscar Antonio MONTES: '

.- .Argentina’s nuclear. plans and prog

only Spanish.
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Oscar Antonjo MONTES- - " . ARGENTINA
(Phonetic: MOHNtehs) - - -
ﬂinisterﬁof‘ﬁbfeigﬁ A

(since 1977)
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Addressed as:....“
Mr. Minister .

Vice Adm. Oscar

Montes served as chief’

of naval operations of
the Navy General Staff
from 1974 until he . .
assumed hils current post.'
Montes' routine naval '
career (primarily shlp—
board duty) gave him little. experience in foreign
affairs or government administration.. Since his
-appointment as Foreign Minister, however, lie has
become. a apokesman for Argentina's positioris on

- such international ‘issues as human rights &nd

nuclear power.- -In an October 1977 speech it the
UN General Assembly, Montes defended Argentina‘s
human. rights policies and accused terrorist groups

" . of being. the main violators of human rights. He

also discussed the subject with Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance during the latter'a visit to Arqentina
in November 1977. .

In May 1978 Montes attended the UR Conﬁetence '
d

on Diaarmament .in New York, where he di

. May 1977 Montes “signed a trade and marxttme trana-
port agreement with China. Montes traveled to
"Romania in July 1978 to discuss trade and the
exchange of science and technology. H#He has
accepted an invitation to visit the USSR later
this year for the same purpose. ' These overtures

- toward Communist countries are seen by many US .
officials as ‘a reaction to the proposed US . cutoff

of military assistance and sales to Argentina in
" September 1978, . R

Montes, about 53, is married ‘and has sevetaluuﬂu

. ¢children., He understands some English Uﬁt speaka

“CR M f8—14050
15 August 1978
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