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Dear Mr. President:

_ On Monday September 25, the State Department made - two
decisions regarding Argentina. The fiwrstr.is.approval of mili-
tary training for over 30 Argentine military officers in the
United States. The second is signature of a letter of interest
covering $270 million in Export—Import Bank credits for a major
hydroelectric project to be built by the firm of Allis-Chalmers
in northern Argentina.

-

We have strongly supported the Administration's con-

sistent refusal to approve economic and military projects
(excepting humanitarian cases), unless there is substantial im-

-provement in the human rights situation in Argentina. Amnesty

International and other independent sources confirm that this
situation has not improved., and probably has deteriorated further.
Since the 1976 military coup, some 15,000 Argentine men, women
and children have simply disappeared, in addition to up to 10,000
who have been officially detained.  Argentine Government lists
include the names of only 3500, although thousands more are

known to be in prison. In the past 100 days alone, Amnesty
International has received reports of over 100 disappearances,
and fears many more to have disappeared during this period.
Thousands of the detainees have been murdered and nearly all
"political" prisoners have been tortured by the security forces.
This torture and killing continues to this day.

Against this background, we are extremely disappointed
by the two State Department decisions and request your personal
reconsideration of them. In the past, we were consulted regu-
larly on such decisions, and made clear our strondg opposition
to any change in Administration policy. However, on this
occasion, only a few Senators were notified hours before the
decision’ began to be implemented, with the others completely
uninformed. We do not believe that there is any satisfactory
explanation for the abséence of meaningful and timely consultation,
when a significant change is being made in our policy toward

Argentina,
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US training of Argentine military officers would be
illegyal after September 30, under Section 620B of the Foreign
Assistance Act as amended. At the time the military cut-off
was enacted, the sponsors made clear that it would take effect
in FY-1979 to give the Administration flexibility to respond
to substantial human rights improvements in Argentina. We
welcome the fact that the Administration has refused military
training and transfers to Argentina in the past. Since no
substantial improvements can be demonstrated, we believe it is
highly inappropriate, and possibly a violation of the spirit
of the law, to approve training of officers five days before
the cut-off takes effect. We therefore strongly urge you to
reverse this unwise and unwarranted decision. ’

We have been assured by the State Department that it
has made no final decision on the Allis-Chalmers project, and
that the letter to be signed represents only an interest in
keeping that option open. In the absence of substantial human
rights progress, we would be unalterably opposed to signing the
second letter of intent to make a preliminary commitment of
Ex-Im funds to this gpoject. We request full consultations,’
including consultations with our colleagues on the Foreign
Relations and Banking Committees, well oefore this key step
might be taken.
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In recent weeks, the Argentine Government has conducted
a press campaign in the two countries against your human rights
policies. This campaign should not be permitted to obscure the
continued, gross violations of human rights in Argentina, and
it would be extremely unfortunate if you were not to reverse,
or at least revise, these two decisions.

Wlth thanks for your cons1deratlon, and best wishes,

' 7 Slncére 1/,//
- E E
% [/// ; fM
Alan Cranston dward M. Kennedy /

]

aul S. Sarbanes

CC: The Honorable Warren Christopher
Acting Secretary cof State
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CMEMORANDUM FOR:

STATE SECRETARIAT

DOCUMENT DESCRIFTION: Congressional Correspondence

To: President Carter
From: - Alan Cranston / Edward M. Kennedy
Dace: October 3, 1978

 Subject: Military training / Export-Import Bank credits re
Argentine '

ACTION REQUESTED:

XXXXXX Direet Reply Copy of Interim Reply
and Incoming Attached

XXXXXXX AN INTERTM ACK HAS BEEN KRXXX Furnish info copy
SENT BY WHITE HOUSE :

x**x%%% DUE ,DATE: October 10, 1978 ¥**x*

COMMENTS: Please furnish 2 reply within seven days.
Thank you.
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