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MEMORANDUM OF CORVIRSATTON
Octoser 25, 1978

PARTICIPANTS: Rear Admiral Pedro Ssanta Maria, Commarder,
' Arsentine Coasf Guard
Rabbl Mzrshal Meyer, Member, Esecutive Beard
of the Permanent Assembly for Hiesan Rights
F. Allen Earris, Folitical Officer, Amarican
Fmbassy, Buenos Aires

PLACE . The American Club
SUBJECTS : Human-Rights and Argentine Politics

During a three-hour luncheon reciprocating earlier hcspitality,
we discussed the following subjects:

¢,_____—%;> Command and Control of Anti-Suvbversive Operations

Mariag stated {hat he was wersormally concersed
be dnability to bring snlloclbVosivg goepalicael unifs

Hrder strict copirgl. He stre:sed that this viesw was shared
by the other local commenders who, tixke hImSelT were Toepon-

sible for security cperations in th greater Buanos Alres
ZY¥ea. 1his subject came up regularly &t the Commanders.
“bi-weekly working luncheons which are attended by the Colonel
(name not mentioned) recspomsible for security operations for
the entire First Corps and the number zone cormmanders and

one other Naval officer and himself. During g vecent lunch,
the Colonel, who replaced Colonel Rouldes a short time ago

as nead of the First Corps security operaticns, reporvted

that he had propcsed a new command and control system over
anti-subwversive activities witnin the entire First Corps area
fo the Corps Commander General Suaraz Mascon The proposal
Aﬂgglg_hevp given the Corps the clopt (cealo) mecessary toO ' .
Strictly control all operatioms. The Cclonel rescorted that

f—a fﬁg-i—Eitiati\’e was turned down.

Santa Maria ru rully commented that *ign er cen
ed

e a
ed. In resoonse TO OV vCLW“y cpout The zmognt
'I

was badly e
of operationel direction Which anL - SuoDVerslve units receive,

1 v & I the
Tanta Mariaeincdicated that it was prac cLiczl fv‘nl% He tnen
enumerated the following prBLEﬂs witnin the anti-subversive
program: operations run for private gain, ideological zezalots,

“and poorly trained personnel who lack the sophisticartion to
Department of State, A/GISAPS/SRP.
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mzke key judgments between "activists and .ideclogues'. The
Admiral emphasized that unless stricter control measures
Were instituted froMebomGmmiidolo YT - iV VA R RN
~To bring the security force aneraticnsg dnto line. He stated
- 3 o - m‘ v
rnar the security forces had recently received instructions
to run all operations in a legal manner. (Note: He did not

make -any distinction with respect -to terrorist targets, but
later the conversation referred to clandestine operations
directed against a Montonero military column. See below.)

The Admiral and Rabbi Meyer swapped tales
shakedowns. The Rabbi won the contest by i e
businessman who called on the Chief of the Federal Police
General Ojeda to provide him information to identify the
policeman who had been responsible for his kidnapping
ransom. During the meeting one of Ojeda's aides entered the
room, stood well behind the General and pulled out his pistol
while pointing at the businessman. The businessman got the
point and left the country for Israel the following day.
Santa Maria chook his head at the story and stated that
one of the top priorities was to remove Ceneral (Ojsda from
the Federal police job.
The Admiral blamed much of the security forces' lawlessness
on police elements and pointed to their notorious history
of shaking down businesses. The Admiral mentioned that the
police chief's job for precinct No. 1 in Buencs Al
time had been sold for $100,000 paid in advance with n
. antee of tenure. HKe added that things had not changed, but
only gotten more subtle. '

Information on Disappearance Cases

Rabbi Meyver made a special plea regarding .the human suffering
of the many families who call on him who do not krow wheather
their children are dead or alive. The Admiral said he under-
stood the problem. He noted that he personally bad made a
rropesal within the Navy that the names of thuse who bad

been 'killed in confrontations with the Armed Forces be

given to their families either by representatives of the

government or through an intermediary body such as the Red
Cross. He noted that Foreign Minister Admirzl Montes had

recently come out favoring such a course of action.

In response to my question about the likelihood of this pro-
rosal being adopted, the Admiral stated frankly there was
little chance at present as a number of Armny elements were
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strongly opposed to providing information on these =
is

Rabbi Mever said that it was imperative to provide it

information prior to the March 1979 visit of the Inte

American Human Rights Commission. The Admiral listen:
- but made no response.
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Timerman Case

Rabbi Mever made a strong plea for Timerinan's relazse or
EXPLlSlOH from Argentina. He noted that Timerman's three
children were all now living in Tsrazel and that a military
investigation and the Supreme Court had found him imnocent.
The Admiral said that the Navy wished to be helpful on this
case, but if the Navy proposed Timerman's velezse to the
Junta, it .would not be found acceptable by the Army. _He
suggested that the Americen and Isvaeli Ambassadors try to

_have either Yala o UTASTH Tropsse Timesmsn-s release Lo,

“—The Junta, in which case the Na avy would support it and it

would be adopted.

Lambrizschini Bombing

that the

In reply to my comment that many pecple thought
rizht wing Army

o

Lambruschini FOWblng had been perpetrated by ri
elemznts, the Admiral responded that a successful operaztion
had been run against the Montonero group which stage -d the
fatal bombing. FHe said that the brezk had bezn the capture
of two Montoneros who under interrcgation revealed the names
of their companicns. This led to LDE capture of a voung
woman who identified the Montomero's "'rat hole" (:a“crmra)_
When the Army, which handled the cperation, raidesd, they
were ambushed and a firefight broke out in which three or
four Montoneros were killed. Unfortunately two of thcse
killed were among the persons who the security forces most
wanted to interrcgate. It appeared that the Lambruschini
bombing had been planned for at least two years but had
been repeatedly delaved beceuse of lecgistic preblems or
fears by the group chat their plens had been discovered.

The MOnLORETOS planned to place the explosives with the
neignbors' apartment inhabitated, the fact that the epart-
ment was empty was just a piece of luck. In total, Santa
Maria said there were 17 Montonerosg captured and three or
four killed in the September opsretion.
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The Armed Forces Politiczal Prono
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Santa Maria commented that the Air Force's political propossal
which had been "leaked" last week by CLARIN was totally
~unrealistic and reflected the influence which Professor
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Genta had on the development of the political views of this
entire generation of Air Force officers. He ryplalncd th
Frofessor Genta, a Facist intellectual, who after having
been eased out of a teaching position at the University of
Buenes Aires became the professor of politics at the Air
force's two Command Colleges. Genta's political philesophy,
~nich is mirrored in the Air Force document, was based on a
Lotal distrust of the fundamentals of democracy and the 1353
Conmstitution. The Admiral stressed that the Air Force nlan
i1s not realistic and will have little impact on the final
Armed Forces military propesals.

The Admiral described the “'Vy S p011t1C81 pTO“bsal in teriss
of three phases. The first phase calls for the democratiza-
tion of the political parties. Under the Navy prowosal
electoral judges would enroll the national polity in the
political party of their choice. (Note: The Admiral did

not discuss the development of a new "Armed Forcus" political
movement.) The entire enrolled partles membership would then
elect 1de€lshlp at local, provincial znd national levels on

the basis of one man, one vote. In contrast, the nresent
"puntero" (ward healer) system allows the local boss to go
to the district politicel meetings with 200 "fichas' (cards)

in his pocket and HE decides who the district, pTOV“nCIaL
and national leecarsnlp will be on the basis of the votes
he controls. This urndemocratic system has led to the stag-
nation and abuses of the present ALerLﬁne Hdrty svstem.

The second phase w
provincial and n

oL
aticnal levels for the respective lcecal
councils, state and t

ional legislatures.

The third phase would be for these bodies to elect the mayors
provincial governcrs and the naticnal president. These.
officials would run the country for one four-year electoral
period. After this, elections would be based on the consti-
tutional provisions in the 1853 Constitution. The Admiral
added that the Navy estimated that the present military
government had between three to five vears to put this plan
into effect and elect a new government.

o,

Videla's Atritude Towards the United States

Several times during the long luncheon, Sante Maria emphasized
that President Videla has clearly indicated that he wants to
improve relstions with the United States. The Admiral ncted
that Videla's desire was expressed in terms of the United
States and not in terms of improving Argentina's overall
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image in the world. He suggested that the Embassy-and Rabii
Mever take adv_ntage of the President's attitud

key issues impeding relations between the Unit

Argentina, such as the Timerman case.

I mentioned the continuing reports of a large number of clan-

destine prisoners being held bv the military in Argentina.
Rabbi Meyer reported hls information on_a clendestine under-

——¢T0und detention facility near Tandil holding over 180 perzons.

—The Acmiral acknowledged that a number of persons who were
elther cooperating WIEE_?GVLLuueﬁL foTces in running the
gecurity program or who had changed sides were reported as
TOiSEppEaTeEds. de caid that he had no information regarding
The total numper, but he believed it was small. He said that
he personally had seen only about a hundred of such persons
in theése categories around Buencs Alres, but noted that he

Could 1oL SpeaK _I0L OLOer Services [or sor ine country at

large.

— s

The Fading Videla Fresidency

The Admiral acknowledged that Videla's presidency was lecsing
support’ within the: Armed Services. Hecwever, he reacted very
strongly to suggestions that the Junta had arrcgated power
from the presidency. In a lcng and detailed historical
explanation, Santa Maria Ln31?1ﬂed that 1t was agreed that

the policy making authority from the first day of the rmegotia-
tions leading to the current military government was to recside
in the Junta. He menticned that the Air Force and the Navy
wanted to call the government's chief administrator, '"the
Prime Minister'" to emphasize his subsidiary role. The Army
‘rejected this nomenclature stating that there was no mention
of a "Prime Minister" in the Constitution and it would lezad

to confusion. The Admiral sesid that the complaints coming

-

from the Pink House regarding the President's loss of power

rz nolges from peonle who have not beesn able to execute ihz
administrative functions they are charged with. He stated

that the President had all the administrative powers granted

to the Fresident in the 1853 Cornstitution. He regretted .
that because of the period when the President was also a -
Junta membef; there had been a ﬁlklng of the administrativ:
enid policy roles. Tor example, the entire Juntz got bo
down on questions of zmbassadorial and ministerial appoi
ments which should have bren done by the Fresident.
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In reply to Havy
were priva Lbly plrUJ |1ng 1rit the Videla Jr*c‘uﬁ.ry wonld
only last anoiher six to eight moepihs and that many political
observers were ftalking about political Futures for Masnera,

Suarez Mason or Martinez de Hoz as porsible replacements ‘or

Videla, the Adwiral had sev.fal interesting comments. First,
he said that Massera, himself, saw no pos=iblity of the Aramy's
accepting a Naval officer to head a mili?sry ZCURY NTRENT .

The only way that Massera saw himzelf be Oﬁwng oresident
would be through some form of electoral phccess. C=ronﬁlv

he noted that a replacemznt president fron

did not appear likely as heard-core vightiscs weare 2 -;lﬁ'- sy

small number within the Armad Forces. Lasi
1f a replacement was needed for Videla, €
likely turn to a retired 2mmy General who
administrative cepabilities, such as the
or Cordoba Provinces.

Trip to South Korea

Acdmiral Santa Mavria stated that he had just returued f
three week t{rip to Korea representing the Argenalne Nag
the South Korean Armed Forces Day Celebrations. He wa
impressed with the economic progress the South Koreans
made especially given the fact that they had no natursl
resources and a high defense budget. He said tha Korezns
stressed two bilateral points: the availability of protein
supply from Argentina znd the possibility of -fgraL;un.
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