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PARTICIPANTS: Mr.. Alfredo Bravo, Co-President, Permanent
' Assembly for Human Rights and President
Mrs. Alfredo Bravo .
‘Miss Susana Dieguez
(Briefly) . Mr. John R. Higgins, Charge d'Affaires
' ad interim, American Embassy, Buenos Aires
Mr.” Anthony G. Freeman, Acting Political
Counselor, American Embassy,:Buenos Aires
Mr. F. Allen Harris, Political Officer,
American Embassy, Buenos Aires :

PLACE .3 American Embassy
SUBJECT : ‘Detention and Intérrogation of Alfredo Bravo
Background

-

‘Mr. Alfredo Bravo is the co-president and one of the founders
of the Argentine Permanent Assembly for Human Rights. He is
believed to be a Radical Party sympathizer (somewhere left

of center, e.g. social-democrat or socialist of the West'

- European variety), who for a number of years has headed the
Argentine Teachers' Union.. To the Embassy's knowledge he

has had no connection with any terrorist or subversive organi-
zation. Uis abduction in early September, 1977 brought
@normous pressures on the Argentine government domestically
and internationally for resolution of his disappearance. This
memorandum is a summary record of a four hour conversation
regarding Mr. Bravo's detention and interrogation.

—_

Preliminaries

Mr. Bravo called Mr. Harris on July 10 stating that he wished
to stop by the Embassy to thank Mr. Harris for his help in
obtaining his release. At 5:00 p.m. Mr. Bravo accompanied by
his wife and the common law wife of one.of his La Plata Prison
cell mates arrived at the Embassy. Mr. Bravo thanked Mr. Harris
and the Embassy for their efforts in obtaining his releasc.
The discussion started out on prison conditions at La Plata
Prison. Mr. Bravo stated that the prison's rules arc not
published and thus are subject to the interpretation of each
individual guard. He noted that any small infraction results
in the prisoner being confined to the "chanchos" (pig pens).
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Hhe was wanted for: quest'o
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' Mr.-Freeman and later Charge ngglns entered the offlce-

and on both occasions. Mr. Bravo- thanked them. profusely
for the. Embassy s a1d in obtalnlng hlS release from prlson.'

Cia .

'Mr. Bravo suggested that the best way of dlscu551ng his case
..would be to relatein/detail’ what hadg: actually happened to-
him. " 'He said that on’ September 87 197 :

‘he’ began teaching .
lass began, three men -
1dent1f1cat1on, said
qrted hlm out91de'

at about 8 p.m, - Shortly ‘after his
entered his’ classroom, showed'pol

to a. "run-down"™ Renault:1v:

geelnto the province - .
of Buenos Aires, the! Renault pullédioff into a side street.

" He was.taken outof: thewcar. punched and -then blindfolded =
Th men then dlscussed among themselvesg

by the three, men.i.
that they had’ tO klll:-‘hlm One quest:.oned if they had

" . enough: gasollne ‘tosburn. hlm. ' Another, suggested :that kero-
'sené would be better

it dlsgulsed the body-smell better.='

They -again’ punched*hi around. and" flnally one man. stated

They then. handcuffed. hlS hands 4in front of’ hls body._ They

"iplaced aye- glasses (he presumed wlth dark lens) over his; P
bllndfold and.- put a" hat on hls head and agaln -résumed . dr1v1ngta-

'After a perlod of tlme, the car stopped. Bravo heard the
"sound of buses nearby :He peered under- an edge of his

bllndfold and noted-a modern bar and saw a- street sign
with: 2nd Street on. it in the. lettering of street gigns’
used in La Plata-(the capital of: Buenos Aires Province).
He saw. two uniformed policemen. pass- by with rifles. He

. thought about calllng to- them for help, but decided that
.they were probably colleagues of his abductors. :

.. A new voice gave orders to hls abductors on where to take

him. They then .drove to another place. There were a

number  of other cars there, Bravo recalled bumping into
several cars before he went up some stairs. When he

arrived in the bulldlng, the v01ces in the room went 51lent..
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" At this time}uhe was Strlpped naked hls rlngs and. hlS brief .

case were taken. - A hood was placed over his - head. (Bravol
noted that,hdods were. changed throughout ‘his lnterrogatlon.
He believes that the hoods were of dlfferent colors denoting

_Lthe point at which -the petson was in the: 1nterrogatlon process.
. Hé added that he .remained naked and bllndfolded throughout

10 days of .interrogation and.’ torture. He also Hhad no sense'

gfof tlne durlng th1s perlod )

Flrst Se5510n

1Shortly after belng strlpped, Bravo was spread eagled on a

table. . .His hood was removed.¢ Before any questlons were

"‘.asked, Bravo- said‘a.four’ pronged electrlc plcana was run
. over: hlS chest from hlS neck to. his: walst in.what he called
‘a- rastrlllo (rake) -Bravo’ descrlbed tnzs as-being excru-

c1at1ngly palnful., At the start of thlS se551on and all

ﬂﬁgfollowlng torture se551ons, ‘Bravo said he was: ‘addressed
- with mocking: courtesy as. “Estlmado Alfredo™ or *Estimado ’

Braveo" as. if’to 91gna1 ‘what:was to come next. The ques-

" tioning during-this: session focussed on’ his relatlons as &

top.-labor: 1eader ‘with key government figures. . He recalled’

- the . follow1ng spe01f1c questlons-’ What. connectlon did he
 "have.with: ;Colonel” Reéston?; i“What :was his relat101 with - o
'--government interventors: of the CGT?2; What was his- relatlon-
ship with. General Viola?; What was. his relatlonshlp with’ ~
- Colonel Longo (the ‘Under .Secretary of the Ministry of Labor)’
© Bravo.said that he first mentioned the Permanent Assembly
- for Human Rights himself. ''Hé said that it was his first
serious error. as the- Assembly became the constant theme.
“.of hlS later 1nterrogatlons o - S

'I‘he flrst round of torture ended.' At.this point, \Bravo: stated.
he was "so- full. ‘of electricity" that his jaws and tongue were

. paralyzed.  He stated he was allowed to rest between rounds

until he regained some use of his jaw and tongue. At this
point,.a helpful voice which he believes to be that of his
caretaker during. the torture process +0ld him do not swallow
saliva or drink . anything during or after the picana session.

A second round of "rastrillo" applications began. At this
point, Bravo stated he was unable to communicate. He had

no use of his jaw muscles and tongue. Again the same questions
were rcpeated régarding hls union afflllatlons lie was
incapable of replylng :
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At the conclusion of the second round of picana applica-
rions, someone poured water in his mouth. This caused
him to choke and to gag as his mouth and gums felt like
they were suddenly, grossly swollen. He said he would
have drowned if someone had not come and turned his head
to his side and sponged the water from his mouth and from
petween his lips and teeth..  He mentioned that during this
round he was given an injection in the buttocks. Bravo
believes that the injection was some sort of a cardio-
vascular stimulant to enable him physically to endure
continued electric shock treatment. '

w

Another round began with further applications of the
"rastrillo". Bravo was not able to recall how many times
the "rastrillo" was applied to his body. He remembered
that most of the applications were to his chest and some
“to his ribs on his side. Close to the end of the third
round, the "rastrillo" was placed on the back of his neck.
He stated that this was the worst as it had direct shock
effect on.his brain. Mr.- Bravo noted that during the
second and third rounds he was threatened. .He recalled
two specific threats -- first, that "we are going to do the
same to you as we did to the writer Eduardo". {Bravo
believes this is a reference to disappeared journalist
Eduardo ‘Sajon.} Secondly, that we are going  to treat *
you the same as we treated (Air Force Junta Member) Agosti's
~niece. puring his torture Bravo said he heard repeated

cries from other nearby rooms. .

At the conclusion of the last round, he was put in the
back of a van with a man and a woman who he believes
were dead. He saw through his blindfold a part of a
woman's face which was beaten bloody. He was ‘taken to
a second place of detention which he described as a
"deposito”. le alone was taken out of ‘the van.

Second Session

when he entered the "deposito" a new hood was placed over
his head. After some time he was taken into a room and

, subjected to a torture called "el cubo™ (the bucket).
liis fect werc forced into a bucket of ice water. ¢ said
‘when he tried to lift his feet from the water, someone
pressed his knees down forcing his feet back into the bucket.
His feet were kept in the ice water for five or six minutes.

ORI DENPI AR
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After this time had past, one of his torturers, as if to be

nice, said to the others to let Bravo. take his feet out. .

But his feet were then jammedJinto‘anOther pail containing
boiling hot water. ' The pain was intense.. After several

" minutes, hiS‘féet_We:é;againjplacedAbaCk'inhoﬁtherbucket-.
_of ice water and the questioning began.. Bravo stated that

he was. subjected to.

fdpruco1d—hc;ucyclés;ﬁduringﬂwhich the
' red on. the Permanent Assembly for Human
Rights. . The[sPecific_questioﬁsithatjmr,"Brévpfrécalled‘ _
focussed on-who:providés,fﬁhdsztOchefPéfmanent;nssembly.“

Bravo noted that his interrogators knew' tHe: Assembly had .

received money frbm“thEKwdildtCoﬁncilf§fjChnrbheé.: Ques-

tions were,askedbabcdt the3fofgngfcqnn§éti¢hs the Assembly
maintains and how the Assembly got its' information out of -

_the country. . OtherfqueStionsndéaltuwithfthéTAgsembly's‘

_ Jith: - : , " the Swedish Embassy., -
therErenéh'Embaééyfapdgthéipbﬁsulate_Géperaljoﬁ;ltaly, '
(Bravo mentioned that' the Italian Ambassador'has been . o
unsympatbeticjtqfthe human;rights,problém in Argentina '
but . the Consulate General:has been very responsive.)

.Bravo. was thenf@arfiédi é#‘ﬁé;éould ndtuwalkyiand placed'én
, ' the wooden: floor:of ‘a.small cell. Up.a staircase, a friendly

. .vaice consoled?ﬁimF(his;bpstodian?)'it?wasaonly5a,few-steps

Third Session

more;.iHejsaif;hg.51gp;jf¢rtaﬁ-uhknown~periQd;Qf.time;_

g

Some time later, Bravo was taken from his cell .and brought’
into a room where there were other prisoners. ' Bravo said '
he was told to grab the other prisoners' hands and .they
formed.a circle. -Suddenly electricity was passed vthrough

the entire group. While he was. held in this communal tor-

ture room, a woman was. raped in the midst of the other
(presumably blindfolded) prisoners. A prisoner shouted .
that the woman being raped was his "companera” (friend), and
went beserk and attacked the guards. He was severely

beaten. Another man was also beaten severely and was

threatened with. being: killed. Bravo said then one of

the guards said "shove your gun up his anus” and,suddeniy

‘a .muffled shot was heard. Bravo said that he believes that

the man was killed in the room. During his detention in
the room, the entire group was beaten severely {with

"pinas", i.e. punches). In response to a guestion, Bravo

said that during his detention in the room his hands

Eisnnes choiuamnraiman “famange: 522523
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were free. He noted that théraliy Hié'handS:énd,feet were
not bound except when he-was torturéd,on'one'or two occasions.

After a stay of ‘an undetermined time in. the ‘communal torture
- room, he was placed in ‘anothet cell on a cement slab. He
 recalled that this'was the moment of.his great-crisis.. He
 proke down,. sobbed, and then slept. - In‘response to a ques=
 tion, Bravo stated. that he-had neither food nor water until

Fourth Session .

At some time later, he was taken and placed in a van with

- seven or eightﬁother{hakea;prisdnerég;;Théyfwe:e'forced to

~ lie down onﬁtob‘ofwone}anbtﬁér%onfthe»flddr“ofuthe,van..'
During thejridei,Bravb-said,théfpriéonérsswhispered,to
eachnothéf.g'Hé'1eérhed?thaﬁfaihuMbeflofﬁthekpriscners were
workersfffdmithe_Péu§GOtﬁfé¢toryﬂhearﬁLa5Plata; * One worker
said he worked in the mold department; another said his
name was Aurelio. thévﬁanfstopped‘along'the-way-and some
of the,prisdners3were-taken‘out; - He was finally taken out

'of the van at a.third detention. facility.. There he was
subjected-tofﬁthejsubmaxineﬂ,;;Withgmock,coqttesy; being
Called_9Estimado'Alfrgddibéhd““EgtimadggﬁraVG;"wBravo ‘

. said he was- held under water six or seven times until he
was writhing for air.  He came up gagging for breath.. .| _
Bravo said that the'first two times aftér he was submarined,
he did not have a chance to catch his breath after being -
pulled out of the'water as he was gasping for air in very
small breaths. . On-the third time after he came . up, he
‘tried to get as much air: into his lungs before his head
was forced back under the water. After the repedted
submarining, he said. he was guestioned again about the

. Permanent Assembly. Specifically, he was questioned
regarding‘the-goalsfofrtherPermanent-ASSembly, about the "
contacts it maintains with: other national and international
organizations.  Bravo recalled that the focus was on '
Permanent Assembly's connections with the Communists,
the Montoneros, the Third World priests and the ERP.

Bravo said that‘after‘a_lengthy'questioniﬁg-period about
the general goals and contacts of the Permanent Assembly
jtself, he was guestioned in detail regarding many members
of the Assembly's leadership. lHe was queried regarding

‘Jamie Schmirgeld's and Comte-MacDonald's connections with
the Communist -Party; Emilio Mignone's connections with
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the Montoneros; and Methodist BiShop;Migues-Benino'(phonetic)
connections with the Third World priests. He was asked
about the relations between the. Assembly ‘and a. number of
painters, sculptors and writers. . Bravo remembered that
Julio. Cortazar, an Argentine writer exiled in France was
a particular subject of questioning.  He was also asked
about journalist Rodolfo Walsh. - He sald three persons
~took turns questioning. him durlng this period. - They asked
nim to identify 20 or 25 names." -'Some ‘of whom he. ‘knew only
‘by their position as they had: 51gned Permanent Assembly
appeals, others he did not know at. all. The questioning
focussed on the covert political’ and" terrorist affiliations-
~of all. these individuals. - Bravo said this subject became
S a major element in all hls future interrogations.. Bravo
stated that throughout his 1nterrogat10n he. provided only -
the minimal amount of information which was publicly avail-
able. For example, he said he acknowledged that Mignone _
was a former Under Secretary at the'Ministry of Education,
that Comte-MacDonald was a Christian Democrat,;-and that
Schmirgeld was affiliated with the Communist Party. -But, |
Bravo said he: ‘had contlnually denied. connections between
these Permanent Assembly members and the Montoneros, the
‘Third World- prlests and the ERP- under- 1nten51ve and repeated -
questioning as he knew -he was’ telllng ‘the truth and if he -
said :what they wanted his fate would be sealed.‘j .

'SQSSLOn Five '

y . . : L : TR
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Whlle in the same fac111ty, Bravo stated that he was taken
to a room and he was told to shut«his-eyes‘and not to open
them. until he was.so ordered.: His blindfold was then
removed and the vertlcal adhe51ve strips removed from his
eyes. -‘Then he was told to open his eyes and not to shut
them. He said what he saw was a "Dantesque” scene from
hell.. One person chained to the wall in a crucified
position, another woman whose hands had been horribly
burned was sobbing while lying on a table; another

woman was sitting on a small stool.-with her hands -tied
through her legs to a ring on the floor. He was then

told "look well, .you.are a candidate for this, if you do

not tell us the true political affiliation of these Assembly
people.” He was then told that he should rest well and that
tomorrow they would talk. He was led back to his cell.

When he was struggling up the stairs to his cell (because

of his burnt feet), the friendly voice told him "falta

poco, arriba” : : o

"
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: Bravo stated that he was subsequently taken from hlS cell
. and rubber wraps were placed around:-h Wwrists ‘and ankles.
. and.ropes- were tied-to his 11mbs ~.He was then hung by - .
hig arms- from the- celllng so;tha ’hlsﬂfeet_were suspended
_ gfrom ‘the floor.in'-the; ‘middle. o A.piece.of. wood

- was strapped between 1is, ankles so. he couldﬂnotszVe his -
c.feet. . He was: then beatEn withi'(he" thlnks) a; rubber baton
. and- questloned again rega: . overt‘polltlcal afflll—
: gatlon of the: Permanent ‘Assembly.-membe ~and-the: Assembly's:
:59ec1f1cal Y- asked how many.
W agenc1es.; puring
ezbreaxdown and

‘,fthlng.g Durlng ‘thei int fu ation;, he’ was asked about a
% number: of 'people” wh ‘he:did S 3
v fied. as’ nuns-,. ‘others wer

.7 namesg:’~ One was a"M thodls
'mentioned’ that he ‘was" ext_
.. Jorge. Pascale,_a former:’: priest who . currently is-the

© _.Executive Director of the Ecumen1ca1 Movement - for Human
Rights (MEDH). and: 1 calfrepresentatlve ‘of the Peace and-
Justice: :Movement’: .ed ‘that many -questions centered

nfrom the sound: of ‘their -
Minlster,.Raul Aragon.* Bravo .
ively: questloned regardlng

v had: left. the’ Chure

‘Bravo commented that'his-tactic 1n answerlng all these '
.3Aquest1ons was to. deny all: posszble information to his
questioners. and to’ prov1de only’  that information which '
was publicly- known.:. : He- felt” that if he .answered one. .
-question afflrmatlvely ‘hé..would be . forced to answer the
. next: questlon .and - under forture. he. could be: made toO' say
" anything that hls_captors ‘wanted him-to” agree to. He
feared. that if he. answered any questions p031t1ve1y it
would lead down a path in. whlch he would be killed.

. Bravo noted in- pa551ng that he belleved he had been held
“ by the Prov1nc1a1 Police .of Buenos Aires. ' He said that
Provincial Police. detention. centers. are known as “caves
and each has a number such as- "cueva numero dos", etc.
He said Federal Pollce detentlon fac111t1es are called
"clubs". . A
f. . ok
Session Seven - '

At an unspec1f1ed time later, Bravo was taken from his
cell and brcught to another room. He sensed

RERIAPL Y SR
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that there were a number of persons around him in a circle.
His hands were handcuffed behind him. He was again greeted
as "Estimado Bravo” and seated in a chair. He was then
beaten severely and repeatedly asked regarding the political
affiliation of all the Permanent Assembly and other names
which had been raised in previous interrogation sessions.
. after a break he was again questioned; but' this time
regarding his relations with Assistant Secretary of State
Derian. He was specifically asked about the meetings the
Permancnt Assembly had with her; the relationship between:
the Permanent Assembly and the State Department. Bravo
denied (falsely) any ;contact with her. He said that if
he had acknowledged ever having met Derian, this would
have led to a series 'of questions and replies which his
torturers would force him to agree to.. He noted to us that
he had met with Mrs. Derian during her first visit-to
Argentina in the Buenos Aires apartment bf Dr. Westercamp
with other members of the Permanent Assembly. Ue rememberecd
that Mrs. Derian was accompanied by a Spanish-speaking, dark-
haired person form the Department of State (Rondon).

sravo at this point recalled that one thing was of comfort
to him during all his interrogations was the fact that he
had received a special certificate from the government
which entailed a full field, Navy and Army clearance. He
vnew therefore that there was no derogatory information
regarding him in the hands of the security services. He
emphasized that his torturers, who he presumed:to.be the
Provincial Police of Buenos Aires, did not have details’
regarding the Derian-Permanent Assembly meeting, other
than the fact that it had taken place. He felt that had
he been in the hands of the Federal Police or of one of
the Military Services, they would have had much better
information regarding the Permanent Assembly, himself, and
its membership. and he would not have been able to deny as

much as he did. [

!
3 - ~

A Break- . o )
That night a large number of persons were. brought into the
interrogation center. He heard many voices in the large
- room outside of the cell door. He managed to peer through
the crack under the; door and saw three or four dressed
young people. He learned later that a pipe bomb had been
set off on the railway in La plata and the Provincial Police
had conducted a larbe scale roundup. He was not interro-
gated for what he believes several days because of the
detention center having to process this large number of
young suspects. Bravo said that he believes that he was
at this time being held in the Regional Provincial Police
Station No. 1 of La Plata. During this break, he was told
C

XGDSf4

HE-570k7 -Decldi223060040 -FPage I8.=: .5-.--2..3




SRR - : : k T :

- to clean his own. cell whlch he descr bed as" revoltlng work _

. "as. prisoners: in the' ‘detention fac1Iit1es were not allowed to. o
use the bathrooms and: defecated ‘an -urlnated on. their cell
floors.i In response to.a. questlon e ‘hoted’ that dur1ng

. the. first picana treatment he’had’ completely lost control .=

" -of his bodily functions:but had-not-.lost. ‘control during the g

- submarine.e He was. ‘allowed. to bath -During his shower, he
had the first drink of water that he: had during hzs capt1v1ty#

f,Session Eight

lacedfln a - truck Wlth a
riven outside of La Plata
area which: probably was a-

ére- pushed ‘out of the
bare feet as he walked
belng beaten.: ‘Then.. .
ineguns.- At the,ﬁ_'ﬁ_

: 'Some time later Bravo 5a1d he wash

- The truck stopped in+a’ muddy.
- .garbage- dump, angd: the: passengers
- . truck. oy The, debrls badly hurt his
~on: it:v.He. heard the: sound:of 1
- many. shots were! flred includlng machir
fconclu51on of: the* flrlng, ‘hé. and: few,others ‘were. led,

. back- to tHe truck. .. He: belleves that: the:-others were-"
'ﬂexecuted He noted. that durlng the’ beatlngs .no one: s :
H.‘crled ou*f? When' he returned to ‘the prison, ‘'he was- told by Co

Uﬂhls Pfrlendly v01ce"‘you are saved ("estas salvada“)

V.Se551on Nlne

_ Later Bravo Sald he.'as brought to a room where he ‘was - _
_ ,questloned by as person, -who "he'’ guesses was. a. mllltary off1cer§

- The’ interrogation was; conducted in-an. entlrely dlfferent S
- manner: as a: conversation between two ‘civilized people.’

, ‘Bravo. said. 1t was a long session, coverxng much the same-

-ground that had been covered in the torture. sessxons.- He.
' Ad4d 'not. Know how many: other people’ ‘were:in the.room or if’
'n,there was.-a tape recorder present., He. felt that a door
was: open as he- felt’ the cold air coming in and could also:

: sense daylight.‘ o R ;

:Session Ten .

On what Bravo believes to be September 20, he was given a
razor- and ‘allowed. to shave himself, although his blind-
_fold was not’ removed. ile commented that he had done a
poor job" shaving off a heavy growth of beard. .He was
taken out of the detcntlon place clothed and in daylight.

! eenp-:-a-sm-l-prsﬁ-l-&s{-s
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'puring the short drive from this place to the next site, the

vehicle carrying him waited for a number of minutes for a
train to pass. ~ He also noted that the road at one point
dropped steeply. . ' ' .

At the next puilding, he saw through the edges of his blind-
fold uniformed policemen. Here, he was then asked a number
of questions for a formal statement. Bravo said he believes
that he was guestioned by Colonel Etchecolas, former head
bodyguard for ex-Provincial Governor (Peronist: labor thug)
calabro. He was startled during this interrogation session
pecause during the guestioning regarding his relationship
with Walsh, Etchecolas used the phrase tpgtimado Bravo” ‘
and he recognized the voice as being the same in his first
interrogation under the four-prong picana. ' '

Session Eleven

1)

Bravo was brought to Buenos Aires Provincial Police Chief
Colonel Camps who told him, "You are complicated”. Camps
threatened Bravo that if he talked of what happened to him
he would be found to have committed suicide. Bravo was
then put in a celliwith a hangman's noose hung from a pipe
and left there. ! ' ’ ‘

Bravo noted that COl; Camps had pictures of General Rosas
and San Martin in his office and a small Nazi flag under
the glass of his desk.

Bravo's Son Questioned

. ) ! :
Mrs. Bravo interjécted that her oldest son had gone to
La Plata on Septeﬂber 12 about the possibility of the family
visiting Mr. Bravo. The .Bravo son was interrogated by Col.
Etchecolas regarding his father's activities and.his books.
In response to Bravo ‘son's guestion as to why his father
had been plicked up, the Colonel responded that his father
was a fine gentlemen.who had fronted unwittingly for other
people. He had been picked up because he was "the visible’
head of the Permanent Assembly.” The Colonel said the
police had interrogated his father, but had not tortured
him. The PEN decree on Alfred Bravo was issued on Septem-
ber 20, 1977.

Conclusion

Bravo noted that he had heard tales in La Plata Prison which
made his treatment l1ook moderate. He stated that his strength
to condurc’ the auestioning came from the fact -that he knew
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he was not involved with terrorism or subversion. He stated
that negating everything possible was his only salvation. Ile
added it was not a guestion of phy51cal will but of psychlc
-will.,. He noted that he had three serious breakdowns during -
‘the 11° days of his interrogatlon He said he was no superman
and had cried out with pain like any other man. He said that
he had provided this information. to the Embassy to "show you
hat you are fighting for." le asked that the Embassy  treat
this information carefully, "as my life is in your hands."

Treatnent ln La Plata Jall

Bravo stated that the jall condltlons in La Plata were severe.
A number of the trustees in charge of the prisoners were for-
mer AAA members (Right wing terrorists). He stated that he
had received only one severe beating while in. La Plata Prison
before his only outside meeting with’ John M. Thompson, Secre-
‘tary General of the World Conference of. Organlzatlons of the
Teaching Profe551on. : : -

nght of Optlon

In- response to an 1nqu1ry from Hr. Freeman rtgarding his per-
sonal safety, Bravo stated that he was not afraid and noted
“that everyone ran certaln risk. .He mentioned that on July 5,
he and his wife had met with Under: Secretary of Interior,

- Ruis Palacios. At that time, Palacios said that Bravo could
have the right of option to leave -the country if he would =
apply for it. ' Bravo said he told Palacios that he had been
offered that’ opportunity earlier while in prison and found it
even less attractive now. Bravo said that he was able to
work (but not allowed back to his government teaching job). Ile

- could not participate in either his union or human rights
activities under the terﬂs of hls parole status,

Postscrlpt

rAt a later meeting with Poloff Harris, ‘Bravo sald that he wishe:!
1the report of his experiences to be sent .to Secretary Vance
;and ‘Mrs. Derian, but that he' hoped that the 1nformatlon in the
1report -- sanitized to disguise the source -- would be widely
circulated to international organizations, human rights grougs
‘and to interested governments. Bravo said that the United
States has information experts and he hoped his information
would provide them the raw material for making strong and fact-
"‘ual reports about the situation in Argentina. Bravo said that
he had no fears for his personal safety as the government had
done everything to him that it could except kill him. .But,
"he emphasized, he was concerned_about his wife and family dho \
‘are the ones at risk.

- -




© We- do not doubt the story he ha .
~.which he underwent” during hls 1nterrogat10n.. Many of. the- ,
‘details in- _the Bravo. report parallel ‘interrogation practlces

COMMENT : Three theorles have c1rcu1ated as to the reasons"f

for Mr. Bravo's arrest: a) 'that he was in' the.process of
fomenting a teachers' strike (whlch had ‘the support and .. .
sympathy of many. teachers who are wives- of'members of the. .
Argentine security’ forces); b} that it was. the outgrowth
of a meetlng with members- of an AFL=CIO- delegatlon two
days prior to'his arrest. (AFL cIO representatlves for.
some time- feared that this was. the case); <c) that he was
"rabble rouser” for. the cause..of" ‘human: rights and had

fpcontacts with" forelgn newsmen (part;cularly European)
interested in playing up ‘the Argentlne ‘human rights situa-~

tion in Europe.’ (It was’ wldely known, for example, that

- Bravo told. a- Norweglan V.. teéam-a’ year and: a ‘half ago that.
. there were 30,000 missing .or dead’ in- Argentlna as a result
”.of the. anti-subver51on campalgn Jsr SR SRS

Stold us'about the ordé415.

and. patterns previously reported tothe: ‘Embassy by other’

o subjects.ﬁ The:. picana, the: submarlne, beatlngs, threatened.

and.-actual. executlons, the contlnual repetltlon of questlons :
day after day are-usual 1nterrogat10n technlques.: We have
no. reason to doubt Bravé's . judgment that he- was held by

'—-Buenos Aires Prov1nc1a1 Pollce..

It takes only one” meetlng w1th Bravo to recognlze that he

is.a man.withi exceptlonal ‘conviction.in:what he'is. doing:

He- describes -himself as a- fighter in the cause. of: democraCy;

He has a: vivid, hatred for military dlctatorshlps. We - | )
understand: that the Argentlne ‘Government answered an. 1nqu1ry
concerning Bravo 8 dlsappearance with the statement "that
Bravo was a: Marx1st teacher.u' ‘However, ‘this Embassy ‘has

no- informatlon ‘that- Bravo had any, connectlons with terrorist
organi;atlons or that he is or was a member of the Communist
Party.  On the Contrary, we have received hints that in the
past Bravo has cooperated with military" authorltles in hls

‘capacity as a union leader. . We should note that. this is

very common in Argentira given the political realities

~ here. .Bravo may have level Army and Navy "clearances

were  factors. which gave him courage.

We are awed’ by Bravo' s report that he stood up to the brutal
interrogations and denied substantial amounts of information
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‘to his intérfogaLors'which he knew to be true. Wedo not
know what to make.of this and at present can only say that
Bravo indeed must-be an extraordinary man.‘i '

_rDepartment should be aware that general information regarding
‘Bravo's interrogation is circulating within human rights
circles in Buenos Alres. According to Bravo, the full

details of his mistreatment are not known, only that he

was subjected to exten51ve torture durlng his 1nterrogat10n
END COMMENT. : : _ .

Dlstrlbutlon

P - Under Secretary Jewqom
HA - Ms. Derian

ARA - Mr. McNeil o : .
ARA/ECA - Mr. Bumpus ' - . .
" AMB/DCM - . o

POL (LIMDIS File)

Clearances:

AMB:RCastro (draft)
DCM:MChaplin {draft)
A/POLCOUNS:AGFreeman {draft)

POL:FAHarris:jk 8/3/78
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