MEMORANDUM t

THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON : 6275
CONFITUERTIAL
SIGNED
ACTION November 2, 1979
- MEMORANDUM FOR: . THE PRESIDENT _
. FROM: | - . ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI b&v‘"

SUBJECT: . Jacobo Timerman ()

Jacobo Timerman, the Argentine newspaper editor and publisher,
who was recently released from house arrest and expelled from
Argentina, has asked to see you. He has been in New York

since October 29 to receive the Hubert Humphrey Freedom Award
from B'nai B'rith. In light of your personal intervention
with President Videla on behalf of Mr. Timerman, the Department
of State believes you should meet with him. (C)

Timerman last week told our Press Attache in Tel Aviv that he
is now reluctant to write about his experiences in Argentina
because he fears reprisals by the military against friends
still in Argentina. For a similar reason, I believe a meeting
could be counterproductive to our efforts to encourage human
rights improvements in Argentina. Timerman's release was the
culmination of such a vicious struggle between moderates and
hardliners in the Argentine military that it provoked a coup
(which was unsuccessful) by the hardliners. I believe that
the moderates would consider your meeting with him as an un-
friendly (rather than an appreciative) gesture, and they would
be less likely to be accommodating to future cases. {C)

RECOMMENDATION:

That in liew of a meeting, you sign the attached letter to
Timerman conveying your congratulations. :

Appiove o Disapprove

The letter has been cleared by the speechwriters.
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SURJECT: CONVERSATION WITH ARGENTINE Exwm_r.mmu___
1. 6 - ENTIRE TEXT) ' . .

2. {N CONVERSATIOH WITH PRESS ATTACHE OIETERICH, WHO
XNEW MM I ARGENTINA DURIMG A 1972-T4 TOUR THERE,
TIMERMAN DISCUSSED INTER ALIA 4IS INTERROGATION BY .
POLICE AUTHORITIES [M ARGENTINA, ANTI-SERITISH ON THE
ARGENTINA MILITARY RIGHT, R1S PERSOMAL OILEMMA AS TO
WHETHER TO WRITE ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES, AND THE

FUTURE OF BRGEKTINE POLITICS. TIMERRMAN WiLL 3E IN THE
UNITED STATES 70 RECETVE AN AWARD FROH THE AHERICAN
JEVISH CCMMITTEE OX SATURDAY, OCT. 27. AFTER THAT. HE
PLANS TO TRAVEL TQ HEW YORK WHERE HE EXPECTS 70 SEE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OERIAN. THEM HE WILL GG TO WASH-
N THE KILL, AT THE DEFARTHENT,

IKGTON FOQR VARIOUS HEETIN

AHD AT THE WH|IE HQUSE,

3. TIMERHAN SAID THAT THE HAIN FOCUS OF QUESTIGNING
BURIHG KIS JMPRISONMEMT WAS H13 ROLE AS THE ARGENTINE
“LEADER™ OF AN ALLEGED VORLD ZIONIST CONSPIRAGY: AND
THAT THERE WAS VERY LITTLE EMPEASIS ON ANY LEFTIST OR
TERRORIST CONNECTIONS. HE WAS ONCE TORTURED IN LA

PLATA IN A ROOM WITH AH ORGAHIIATION CHART WHI1CH SHOWED
IBIGNIEW BRIEZINSK) AS THE LEADER OF THE CONSPIRACY. ON
ANOTHER OCCASION HE WAS TOLO THAT 4% WAS BEING BEAFENM
BECAUSE HE HAD DARED TO USE THE TERM LEFTIST-FASCISTS

IN A CONVERSATION WITH ASS1STANT SEGRETAAY QERIAN, THE
OBJECTION APPARENTLY BEING THAT AE MAO SLANDERED FASCISH.
KE WAS ALSO QUESTICNED £IMCIINING 3UPPISED CONTACTS
PETVEEN MEMACKEM BEGIN AND THE MOMTCIERO SUERFLLAS
DURING & BEGIA VISIT TO ARGEMTIHA 1% 1375, TINERMAM
BEL(EVED THESE QUESTIONS STEHMED FROM THE FaCy THAT
BEGIH'S BOCK “WAR I THE HOLY LAND" HAD BEEN.FOUND anQulG
MATERIALS USED BY THE MONTQMEROS. TIRMERHAN WAS BROUGHT
FROM PRISON TO 4N 'MTERVIEY WITH GEM. HARGUIHDTGUY |H
THE CASA ROSADA PRIOR TQ 4 OERI&N Y1317, THE GENEREL
IHFORMED KEM THAT THE ARGENTIHA GOVERNHENT UAS ANARE
THAT PATT DER1AN MAS INTERESTED [t HiS CASE BECAUSE SHE
WAS KIS COUSIN

4. TIMERMAN ALSQ REPORTS THAT #€ BELIEVES tLARUSSE’S EX-
PRESS SECRETARY EQGARDO $AJOM 3IED OF A HEART ATTACK
QURING TORTURE BY ELECTRIC 3HOCK, SIRCE HE WAS A
AELATIVELY YCUHG HAN, THE MILITARY 01D KOT SUSPELT TRaT
HE HAD A HEART CQUOITION.

§. TIMERRAN bS WOW AR\ NSTaN? IG NRITELEQUT WIS CIPER-
FENCES IN ARGENT!HA BECAUSE ME FE3RS REFRISALS 8Y THE
ML TARY_AGATIST FAIENCS STiLL IH A352NTIIA. a3 AW
EXAHPLE OF TAIS WE MEATIGUED rHAT RGBEAT COX, ERITOR GF
THE BUENOS AIRES HERALD, HAD SENT 4 MESSAGE 7O HIN
THACUGH THE 13RAELS ERBASSY IN BUEHOS A1RES ASKING HEN

B ONFHENHHE
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NOT TO HMEMTIOH GOX IM AHY ARTISLES.

6. TIMERMAN ALSO MENTIONED THAT ME BELIEVES TRE RIGHT-
WING AND VERY ANTI-SEHITIC NEWSPAPER CABILDO 1S FINANCED
BY OIAHA DE MASSOT, PUBLISHER GF HUEYA PROVINCIA (M
BAHIA BLANCA. (NN: [RS. HASSOT VAS WELL-KNOWN TO THE
EHBASSY, AND IF MEMGRY SERVES, RECEIVED A HARIA MOCRS
CABOT OR 1APA AWARD IH t371 OR 1874.)

1. AS T0 THE FUTURE OF ARGENTINE POLITICS, TIHERMAN

SAYS HE SEES A SITUATION IN WHICH MODERATE AND RIGHT WING
ELEMENTS IN THE MILITARY WiLl COMPETE FOR PEROMIST

SUPPORT, WHICHK MAY CREATE A SITUATICH M WHICH 1SABEL PERON
WILL BE N A POSITION TO DECIDE WHO RUHS ARGENTIHA.

8. IN CONVERSATION VITA TIMERHAM ONE IS LEFT WITH 2
CHILLING LHPRESSION THAT HE (S SIMPLY REPORTING

WHAT HE HAS EXPERIENCED AND BELIEVES. HE CHARACTERIIES
THE ARGENTINE MILITARY RIGHT AS CLASSICALLY TOTALITARIAN
AND ANTI-SEMITIC.

9. TIMERMAN 1§ WOV ERPLOYED 8Y THE INPORTANT TEL AVIV
DAILY AAARIV AND SEEMS COMFORTABLE WITH THAT FACT,

ALTHOUGH HE SAID HE MIGHT BE ENTERESTED IR SPENDING SOME
TIME AT AN ACADENMIC INSTITUTION IN THE US. HE SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED COLUMBIA., THUS FAR ME HAS WRITTEN ONLY O

LATIM AMERIGAN MATTERS, BUT T §S TO BE EXPESTED THAT HE
WELL BRAMGH INTD BROADER 01SCUSSION OF INTERMATICNAL

HE SAID THAT THE THEME OF A SPEECH

HE WILL GIVE IN THE UMITED STATES WILL Z2E HUMAH RIGHTS

AS .THE IOEQLOGY QF THE EIGHTIES, AND ADDED THAD THE US
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WILL BE REAPING THE BENEFITS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY
FOR YEARS TO0 COME. TIMERMAN STRESSES THAT IN HIS PUBLIC
APPEARANCES HE WILL-BE DISCUSSING HUMAN RIGHTS IN GENERAL
CAND WILL AVOID SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON POLITICAL AND HUMAN
RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN ARGENTINA. HE 1S ANXIOUS TO EXPRESS
RIS GRATITUDE TO SENIOR OFFICIALS AT THE DEPARTMENT AND

THE WHITE £ LEWIS T
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