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EMBASSY OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

{TRANSLATION)

D.E.76
Washington, D.C,, January 18, 1980
Mr. Secretary: '

I have the honor to tranamit a message from Hfs Excellency the President
of the Argentine Republic to His Excellency the President of the United States
of America.

Quote:

er. President:

I received your letter of January 11, 1980, in which you inform me of
your brofound and genuine concern about the events tn Southwest Asis and
their negati?e impact on world peace..

After reading and cﬁnsidering the important concepts in your letter with
the care required by the circumstances, T feel that it i1s essential to state
some reasons that, in keeping with your concerns, determinerArgentina's
position with respect to the serious problem that has arisen,

In the not too distant past welve expertenced the 1declogical and

physical aggression of terrorism, which, as everyone knows, is a clear

manifestation of the totalitarian advance against Western civilization and
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its inherent wvalues.

The entire nation responded to this attack with unceasing effort, and
did so in the midst of widespread internmational incomprehension and even at
the cost of defamation and slander.

Therefore, we thoroughly understand the dangers and the seriousness of
the current international situation. In addition to our strong convictions,
Mr. fresident, we bear the burden of our own painful experience.

Now, without the slightest hesitation, we have condemmed the invasion
of Afghanistan and added our vote to the United Nations resolution demanding
the withdrawal of occupying troops. Naturally, in the future we shall join
in all resolutions adopted by internatiomal organizations to ensure self-
determination of all peoples.

The foregoing, as we said in our denlaﬁntion of January 10, 1980, does
not commit us to support measures adopted unilaterally and without con-
sultation.

We fervently believe in the West and in 1ts vitally important attributes,
and we are ready to defend them in accordance with our traditions, which
you récalled in s0 timely a way, and with our people's love of freedom.

We therefore appreciate the full scope and possibilities of the union
of efforts that you are wisely seeking, and we wish to serve, as a sovereign
state, the cause of peace, respect, and justice among natioms.

Accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Lieutenant General Jorge Rafael Videla
President of Argentina




- Unquote.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
[Signature]

Jorge A. Aja Espil
Ambassador
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Unofficial Translation

8001247

Washington,D.C.,January 18, 1980

Mr.Secretary:

I have the honor to convey to Your

Excellency, the transcription of a massage received
from His Excellency the President of the Argentine
Republic to His Excellency the President of the
United Stjtes of America:

The Honorable
Cyrus Vance
Secretary of State Chane<io

Washington,D.C. (Wg;;se( )

"Dear Mr.President:

I have received your
letter of January 11, in which you inform
me of your great concern regarding the
.events in Southwest Asia and their nega-
tive influence on weorld peace. .

After carefully reading
and pondering on the profound concepts of
your communication with the rigor that the
circumstances call for, I consider it
essential to express some considerations
which, in agreement with, your concerns,
define the position of Argentina regarding
the grave problem that has arisen.

We have known, in recent
years, the impact of ideological and physi
cal agression of terrorism which, as ncone
ignores, constitutes a clear manifestation
of the totalitarian advance on occidental
civilization and its immanent values.

OQur national community
had to respond, through a constant struggie
to that attack. This struggle was carried
out in the midst of a general lack of inter
national understanding and, even at the ’

price of discred it and slander. 1)
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That is why, we are fully
aware of the dangers and the seriousness of
the present international situation. In addi
tion to our deep convictions, Mr.President,
we carry the burden of a painful experience.

Hence, without hesitating

we have condemned the invasion of afghan

- - territory and added our vote to the resolution

- of the United Nations calling for the with-
drawal of all occupaying troops. And, of
course, we will back up all future resclutions
adopted by International Organizations, aiming
to ensure. the free self-determination of nations.

Which does not exclude, as
we expressed in our declaration of January 10,
the decision of not supporting measures taken
unllaterally and. without consultation.

We fervently believe in the
West, and its trascendental values which we are
ready to defend, in agreement with the tradi-
tions. of our country, so timely brought to mind
by you, and our peoples love for freedom.

That is why, we value in its
full extent and in- all its. possibilities, the
joining of efforts that you rightly call for,
with: the desire to serve, from our sovereign
position, the cause of peace, respect and
justice among nations.

Please accept, the ensurances
of my hlghest consideration.

Teniente General Jorge Rafael Videla
President of the Argentine Republic

I avail myself of this opportunity teo
. renew to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest
B consideration.

Jorge A. Aja Espil
Ambassador
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18 de enero de 1980

Seflor Secretario:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a Vuestra
Excelencia a fin de tramscribir el mensaje que el Exce
lentisimo sefior Presidente de 1a Repliblica Argentina
Temite al Excelentisimo sefior Presidente de los Estados
Unidaos de América:

"Estimado sefior Presidente:

He recibido su
carta del 11 de enero préximo pasado, en la
cual usted me transmite su honda Y legitima
preocupacibén ante los acontecimientos del
Sudoeste Asifitico y la negativa incidencia
de los mismos sobre la paz del mundo.

Tras leer y medi-
tar, con todo el rigor que las circunstan-
cias imponen, los densos conceptos de su co
municacidn, estimo imprescindible formular
algunas consideraciones que, concordando
con sus inquietudes, fijan la posicién argen
tina en torne al grave problema suscitado.

: Nosotros hemos co-
nocido, en fechas atn Tecientes, el impacto
de la agresidn ideoldgica y fisica del terro
Tismo que, como nadie ignora, constituye una
clara manifestacién del avance totalitario
contra la civilizacitn occidental Y sus va-
lores inmanentes.

Toda 1la comunidad
nacional debi dar respuesta, a través de
una lucha sin descanso, a ese ataque. Lo
hizo en medio de una generalizada incomprensién
internacional e, incluso, al precioc de la di
famacifn y la calumnia. /14

A Su Excelencia el sefior Cha
Secretario de Estado ( elease
D.Cyrus Vance .
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Por eso, conocemos
a fondo los peligros y la gravedad de la ac-
tual coyuntura internacional. Nos asiste,
sefior Presidente, ademis de profundas convic
ciones, el peso de una dolorosa experiencia
propia.

De ahi que ahora,
sin la menor vacilacifn, hemos elevado nuesg
. tra condena frente a la invasidn del terri-
LA torio afgano y sumado nuestro voto a la Re-
solucidn de las Naciones Unidas requiriendo
el retiro de las tropas ocupantes. Y, por
supuesto, acompafiaremos en el futuro todas
las resoluciones que se adopten en el seno
de los Organismos Internacionales, a fin de
asegurar la libre a2utodeterminacifn de 1los
pueblos.

Todo lo cual no
: excluye, como lo expresaramos en nuestra de
, claracisn del 10 de enero pasado, la deci-—
cT 5i6n de no secundar medidas adoptadas en for
ma unilateral y sin consulta.

Creemos fervorosa
mente en Occidente y en sus atributos trascen
dentales gque estamos prontos a defender,
acordes con las tradiciones del pais tan
oportunamente recordadas por usted y el amor
a la libertad de nuestro pueblo.

Por eso, valoriza-
mes en todo su alcance y posibilidades, 1a
unidén de los esfuerzos que usted acertadamen
te reclama, en la inteligencia de servir,
desde los mirgenes de nuestra soberanfa, a
la causa de la paz, el respeto y la justicia
entre las naciones.

- Reciba usted las
seguridades de mi mis alta y distinguida
consideracidn”.

Teniente General Jorge Rafael Videla
Presidente de la Nacibn Argentina

Saludo a Vuestra Excelencia con mi consi-
deracifn mfs alta y distinguida.

———————

Jorge A. Aja Espil
Embajador

.
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MEMORANDUM ’

CONEERENATAT, ~ THE WHITE HOUSE ESNFBENﬂﬁt

WASHINGTON

February 6, 1980

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI @6
SUﬁJECT: Letter from President Videla (U)

Attached at Tab A is the translation of a letter from Argentine
President Videla dated January 18, responding to your January 11
letter on Afghanistan. President Videla jeins in condemnaticn of
the invasion of Afghanistan, but complains of "measures adopted
unilaterally and without consultation."” Because a Presidential
Emissary has since visited Argentina, I believe that no reply is
necessary. (C)
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