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Our human rights policy is being fundamentally

tested in the case of Argentiné. In bilateral relations
with the U.S. and other democratic goverﬂments, Argentina's
well documented human rights violations have been the
subject of intensive concern. The Argentine Government
is sensitive‘tp its poor international image, aﬁd inter-
natidnal p?éssureAhés been a major factor in those

vimbfb%emehts whiéh hévé'occurred in:the past year., Even

”_tﬁérénéiciéation bf:a'érifical report by the Infer;American
ﬁﬁman Rights Commiésion had a positivé effect on the human

rights conduct of the GOA.

To adopt Option B would give a signal not-only to
Argentina but to the rest of the world that our human
rights policy is indeed inconsistent. 1In particular, it
onld.seﬁ back the significant progress made in the re-
cent UN Human nghts Comm1551on where we worked to help
establish a mechanlsm to deal with dlsappearances. The

situatidnhof disappeareds in Argentina provided a major -

—

" impetus for UNHRC action.
ﬂ.f% can be argued that several of the GOA's steps,
" which are attributed to recent U.S. initiatives, were the
result of a standard of conduct we should expect from

that Government regardless of whether we adopted option

A or B. The GOA has been playing the Soviet card: at
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the UNHRC meeting in‘Geneva, in its grain sales policy,
and last week at the San Jose meeting on the Cuban refugee
situation. Whether the Argentine'chernment seeks closer
political ties with theVSoviet Union will depend more

on domestic political considerations than on outside

human rlghts-pressure.. The attached annex. paper on the
evolutlon of Argentlne Sovlet relations tends to support

the argument that the GOoA w111 not rush into a closer

relatlonshlp w1th the Soviet Union, rather ‘than the con-

trary p051t10n taken by ARA.

 The Argentine Government has supported Soviet and
Cuban positions as'a naked expedient in seeking allies to
deflect human rights condemnation in the international
fora. The USG should not fall into the trap of making
deC151ons on the premlsethat our human rlghts policy is
drlv1ng Argentlna into the Soviet. orblt This premlse
implies that a pollcy of concern for human rights weakens

}

democratic 1nst1tut10ns~~a lOglc that ‘does not withstand

scrutlny. Optlon A has produced improvements in Argentlna.
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To move away"from this policy, when significant human rlghts -

deprlvataons continue and when thousands of dlsappeareds

A

“prema&n unaccounted for, would strengthen the GOA's belief

Ed

that ‘the Soviet card tactics are indeed powerful.
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