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SUBJECT: /// U.S.-Argentine Relations (U)

CHRON Fiie

ich Tom Thoruton and I wrote on
ppropriate guidance for State toward

In response to the evening report of June 10 wh
this subject (Tab B), you asked to see am a
preparation of a public clarification of our revised policy. The purpose would

be to deal with harmful exaggerations based on rumor, as well as to give appropriate
advance reinforcement to Bill Bowdler's July trip to Argemtina. (C)

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the tasking me.m}r.;?dtm to State attached at Tab a. (U)
-t

Tom Thornton concurs. ’Pq;?’mfmuw )

With concurrence of:
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

SUBJECT: - U.S.-Argentine Relations (U)

There has been increasing coucerm on the part of U.S. non-
govermmental organizations and the prass, as well as the U.S.
Representative to the UN Human Rights Commission, that U.§.
policy toward Argentina has been altered in ways that are
damaging to the President's human rights policy. Since the
recent reexamination of the U.S. policy has not been publicly
announced by the government, the basis for such concerns 1s
obviously a combination of rumor and speculation. (C)

It would be useful if prior to Agsistant Secretary Bowdler's
planned visit to Argentina in July an authoritative statement
were issued at the appropriate level of the U.S. government
¢larifying the main features of current U.S.-Argentine policy,
both the positive elements, aﬁd the continued U.S. concern for
violations of human rights which still occur, taking into account
improvements noted in the Argentine country report on human rights
issued by the Cangress in January. Such a clarification, in
addition to helping to scgtch damaging rumors at home, could
provide a helpful policy teinforcement in advance to the Bowdler
trip. (C)

Could we please have ydér recommendations as to content and
method of publication %y the end of this mouth. (U)

Zbigniew Brzezinskd
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| ZBIGNIEW SRZEZINSKI OWLY <~ (L?Bloomfield and Tom Thorncon) _3}&»

" Human Rights {Argenciaa).

We were disappointed that the item we submitted on Arzeatinlan Huran Rights
last Friday did not.go forward for the President's reading. (U)

We ara specifically concermed wich two elementcs in implerentation of revised
J.S. policy toward Argantina: -

(1) The substantive danger that some of the guidance the Presidant has ziven on
dpeedily upgrading ralacions with Argentina could te overzealously
ianterpreted in ways that could urdermine his human rights policy. To
put it bluntly, gome who are unsympathetlic to the latter might se=ize on the
new directive to ralagate it to a2 very low priority, which we doubt tihe
President had in mind. Tz will be particularly impecrtant for Bill EBowdler's
lnterlocutors in BA on his July trip to know he is asserting an importsnc
tep-level policy when he reifterates osur slightly modified comzcerm fcor human
rights violations in Argentina. (C)

(2) Ve find increasing distress among Azerican private grouos about a changed
‘- pelicy they lkmow oanly through rumors, laaks, and speculation. We are zetting
a geod deal- of pressure from people who think they know what the new polizy
is and ara very concerned rthat we will simply loose imterast ia che
noxious human rights violatisns sraccicad {in the past by the Argentine
government, " some of whizh continue.

RECOMMENDATION: To remedy both problams, we recommend that State be instrucred
to develop a public clarificacion of the revised policy in proper perspectiva.
The aim would be ro scotch harmful ruzcrs at home, and to give a helpnful advance
backdrop to Bill Bowdler's July trip =o Argencina. If you appraove, we will
devalop appropriate guidance for. Stata. (S)
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