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1. (C) SUMMARY MAVY SECRETARY EDWARD HIDALGO SPENT
SOHE 38 HOURS I BUEWOS AIRES JULY 2-3. HE CALLED ONM
PRESIDENT VIDELA AID HELD TALKS WITH MAVY COHHANDER

LAHBRUSGHINI AMD HIS ASSOCIATES, EHL I|i|| Eaiiip

DESPITE DISAPPOINTHENT

IHAT THE VISIT DID NOT SIGNAL RESTORED SUPPLY .CHANKELS.

THE OTHER SERVICES WERE GENERALLY FAVORABLE TO THE
¥ISIT DESPITE THE RIVALRY WHICH CHARACTERIZES INTER-
SERVICE RELATIONS HERE. PRESS COVERAGE WAS HOSPITABLE
AND FAVORABLE. END SUHMARY.

2. (C) ON THE WHOLE THE RESPONSE TO SECRETARY
HIDALGO"S VISIT WAS GOOD. IT WAS VIEWED AS A CONTINUA-
TION OF THE IHPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND
ARGENTINA WHICH BEGAN WITH THE GOOOPASTER VISIT AND
CONTINUED WITH THE VISITS OF SECAETARY HOOGES AND
AHBASSADOR SHITH, THE REACTION OF THE ARGENTINE ARMED
FORCES TO THE HIDALGD VISIT WAS GENERALLY POSITIVE.
OBVIOUSLY THE HAVY WAS PLEASED THAT THE US NavY
SECRETARY AND VICE ADMERAL FOLEY CAHE TO ARGENTINA.
ACCORDING TO THE EMBASSY'S NAVAL ATTACHE, THE
ARGENTINE NAVY WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH THE
ACQUISITION OF PATROL ALRCRAFT AND HUTUAL DEFENSE
NEEDS, WHICH WERE MAJOR TOPICS OF DISCUSS1OM BURING
HEETINGS HIDALGOG AND FOLEY HELD WITH NAVAL OFF ICERS.

3, (L) THE ARGEMTINE ARMY’S REACTION WAS POSITIVE,

IF SOMEWHAT BLASE. FULLY AMARE TMAT THE RELATION-
SHIP BETWEER THE TWO0 NAVIES {WHICH ENGAGE IK JOINT
- HANEUVERS SUCH AS UNITAS) IS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF
THE TXO ARMIES, THE CONSENSUS AHONG MEMBERS OF THE
ARMY WAS THAT THE VISIT WAS A GOOD IDEA. THERE WAS

NO EXPRESSED RESENTHENT ON THE PART OF THE ARMY THAT
THE MAVY SECRETARY WAS THE ONE WHO VISITED INSTEAD OF
SOME ARMY YISITOR. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE
HIDALGO VISIT MEANT THAT THE ADHIMISTRATION WAS ABOUT
T0 REPEAL THE KUHPKREY-KENNEDY AMENOMENT VAS NATURALLY
ASKED BY SOME ARMY OFFICERS. WHEN IT WaAS MADE CLEAR
THAT THE ¥ISIT DID NOT JHPLY AKY REPEAL THE RESPONSE
WAS TAKEN WELL.
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4. (U} THE PRESS COVERAGE OF MAVY SECRETARY
RIDALGO'S VISIT TO ARGEMTINA WAS FAVORABLE. AS WAS
EXPECTED, HIDALGO"S VESIT WAS CONSISTENTLY DESCRIBED
AS ANOTHER STEP IN INPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE

US AND ARGENTINA WHICH BEGAN WITH THE GOOBPASTER
¥ISIT. ESPECIALLY CORSIDERING ITS BREVITY, THE WISIT
WAS GIVEN PROMINENT AND EXTENSIVE CQVERAGE,

5. W) AN EDITORIAL IN THE JULY 6 LA GPINION
EMPHASIZED THE BELIEF THAT

HIDALGO'S VISIT INDICATED

THAT THE US HAD FINALLY COME T0 REALIZE THE STRATEGIC
IMPORTANCE OF ARGENTINA. 1T WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE
VISIT WAS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE US AND ARGENTINA WAS INPROVING, AND THAT
THE TWO COUNTRIES WERE POSSIBLY READED TOWARDS ~aAN
ALLIANCE. ™ THE JULY 5 LA NACION EDITORIAL FOLLOWED

A SIHILAR LINE, BUT WITHOUT ALLUDING TO A POSSIBLE
“ALLIANCE.™ LA HACION STATED THAT HIDALGO'S VISIT
SUGGESTED A RENEWED INTEREST ©M THE PART OF THE

US IN TRE SOUTH ATLANTIC. EDITORIAL COVERAGE WAS
BALANCED AND DID NOT GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE
HiDALGD VISIT--HD MATIER HOW FAVORAHEE IM 175 OTHER
ASPEGTS-~-MEANT THAT THE REPEAL OF THE HUMPHREY-
KEMNEDY AMENDHENT WAS EHHINENT.

6. (U} SECRETARY HIPALGO'S SCHEDULE VN ARGENTIHA
WAS AS FOLLOWS: JULY 2 - ARRIVAL AT AREROPARQUE AT
g738, WHERE THE SECRETARY WAS MET BY THE AMBASSAOOR,
NAYY CHEEF OF STAFF VICE ADMIRAL ANAYA ARD NAVY
SECRETARY GEMERAL, WICE ADMIRAL CASAS; CALL ON
AMBASSADOR CASTRQ AT @900; 8115 KMEETING WITH EHBASSY'S
COUNTRY TEAM; 1088 MEETING MITH THE HILGROUP;

1115 HEETING WITH THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE
NAVY, ADMIRAL LAMBRUSCHINI; 1308 LUNCHEON BY dADMIRAL
LANBRUSCHINI; t780 HEETING WITH MIMISTER OF DEFEMSE,
REAR ADMIRAL DE LA RIVA; 18388 MEETING WiTH

PRESIDENT VIDELA; 2839 RECEPTION GIVEN BY AMBASSADOR
CASTRO. ON JULY 3: @830 MEET!NG WITH THE MILGROUP
AKD DAO; 1838 MEETING WITH ARERICAN BUSINESSMEN;
1138 MEETING WITH AHBASSADOR GASTRO; 1238 LUNCHEON
WITH AMBASSADCR CASTRO; DEPARTED ARGENTINA AT 1334,
CAST
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