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TIME # LECTURE TITLE PRESENTER
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MATIOMNAL
ARCHIVES
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Genealogy and the Freedman’s Bank:
10AaM. 7 Records of the Freedman’s Savings &
Trust Company

Military and Civilian Personnel Records: Ashley Mattingly & Theresa Fitzgerald
The National Archives at St. Louis National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Damani Davis
National Archives at Washington, DC

11AM. 8

NOON 9 Union Civil War Pensions Clqlre Kluskens :
National Archives at Washington, DC

1p.M. 10 Federal Penitentiary Records Jake Erslaqd :
National Archives at Kansas City, MO

Finding U.S. Colored Troops Trevor Plante
2PM. 11 . . . . :
at the National Archives National Archives at Washington, DC
Mark Mollan

SPi 22 CEmEely TNTELED Nevy DEe oz National Archives at Washington, DC

Oh, The Stories They Tell: Chinese
4p.M. 13 Exclusion Acts Case Files at the National
Archives & Records Administration
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Susan Karren
National Archives at Seattle, WA
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FEDERAL PENITENTIARY RECORDS
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The National Archives maintains a large number of federal penitentiary inmate
case files. These files can be packed with information providing unsurpassed
biographical details on the life of its subject. Those who use prison records in
their genealogical research will be rewarded with knowledge absolutely
unavailable anywhere else on earth. This session will instruct on what records
are available, from Alcatraz, to Atlanta, inform on how to locate what inmate

files are available, and explain what a researcher can find in these files.

www.archives.gov 2
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Jakejoined the permanent staff at the National Archives
at Kansas City as an archivist in 2008 after previously
working there as a student hire, contractor and intern. He
received both his Bachelor of Arts and Masters in History
from Pittsburg State University. Jake oversees holdings

maintenance projects, the accessioning of new records,

handles reference requests, and writes descriptions of

Archivist records, as well as performing other miscellaneous duties.
National Archives at
Kansas City

: www.archives.gov 3
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Jake Ersland
Archivist
National Archives at Kansas City

Jake Ersland@nara.gov
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The Paradox of the Inmate F|Ie
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The existence of an ancestor’'s inmate file means they were
convicted of a federal crime. Butitalso meansthereisa &&=
possible treasure trove of family history available. —
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What Records are Available?

e |Inmate Case Files available from four Federal
Penitentiaries:;

— Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary WANTED k&:

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (ASSAULT)
(UNDIIIONM RELEASE VIOlATDR

— AtlantaFederal Penitentiary @
AT T

JOHN ALLEN KENDRICK

— Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary

— McNell Island Federal Penitentiary



Alcatraz

 Comprehensive Case Files of Former Inmates
Incarcerated at U.S. Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California,

ca.03/1975 - ca. 1988:

— National Archives Identifier 622809
— Bulk of series covers 1934-1963

— Alcatraz held 1,576 inmates

— Arranged Alphabetically

— Index Available Online— Ancestry.com and
archives.gov

— National Archives at San Francisco ___
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 |InmateCaseFiles, 1902-1921.

— National Archives Identifier 607937
— Coversonlythe earliest period of the

Penitentiary’'sexistence
— Arranged Numerically

— Index Available Online — Ancestry.com and
archives.gov

— National Archives at Atlanta




Leavenworth

 |InmateCaseFiles,07/03/1895-06/06/1952;

— National Archives ldentifier 571125

— Coversroughlythe first half of the Penitentiary’s
existence

— Arranged Numerically

— Index Available Online — Ancestry.com and
archives.gov

— National Archives at Kansas City




el ..‘.:e-...'-..‘ e 3
pET a1 T T e

* PrisonerCaseFiles, ca. 1875 -1920:

— National Archives Identifier 608858
— Coversonly the earliest part of the Penitentiary’s

existence
— Arranged Numerically
— Index Available Online — Ancestry.com
— National Archives at Seattle




Locating An Inmate

e Thereare two sourcesonlineto searchfor inmates,
archives.govandAncestry.com:

— Archives.gov has an alphabetical index for
Alcatraz, Atlanta, and Leavenworth

— The date span coverage and information provided
varies between location




The National Archives at San Francisco

Home > The National Archives at San Frandsco > Finding Aids > Former Alcatraz Inmates List

National Archives at San

o Alphabetical Index of Former Inmates of U.S. Penitentiary,
ke g Alcatraz, 1934-63 from Records of the Bureau of Prisons
Mot s (RG 129)

nate
Services For

of Former Alcatraz

R-T|U-Z

http://www.archives.gov/san-francisco/finding-
aids/alcatraz-alpha.html
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Atlanta

Southeast Region, Atlanta

Home > National Archives at Atlanta > Finding Aids > Atlanta Federal Penitentiary

P Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, Inmate Case Files, 1902 -
1921

Alphabetical by Surname, A-B

FIRST INMATE
NAME NUMBER

Albert

Daniel

n Main Page

riculum Guide
For Federal Age Abernz Tlicit lling
ting Internal R

Abner

http://www.archives.qgov/atlanta/finding-aids/atlanta-
penitentiary/index.html
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Leavenworth

National Archives at Kansas City

Home > Mational Archives at Kansas City > Finding Aids > Leavenworth Penitentiary Inmates
ay o Name Index to Inmate Case Files, U.S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, 1895 - 1931 (Record Group 129)

Alphabetical by Surname - A

About Our Kansas City esinclude am ot. Content can vary wic 1eN reque
LEEmT nclude th

Inmate Number  Last Name First Name
16746
13614

Aaron Pete

Aaron Robert
16745 Aarrayo Antonio 5,

25007 Aasen Jalmar R.

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/leavenworth-
penitentiary/
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Home E Collaborate | Learning Center

Search » Tax, Criminal, Land & Wills

Alcatraz, California, U.S. Penitentiary, Prisoner Index, 1934-
1963

Search Clear Form Show Advanced Related data collections

Name
First & Middle Name(s) LastName McMeil Island, Washington. U.S. Penitentia
Photos and Records of Prisoners Received
1875-1939
Event This database contains records of prisoners
Vo received at McMeil Island Penitentiary
Birth between 1887 and 1939. Information recorde
about prisoners includes: name, crime, whe
Death and where arrested, date and term of
sentence, and physical description. To see
Lived In maost of this information, you will need to vie
. dont the associated image and possibly the next
Any Event image (to see the next page in the original
record book).

Family Member First Name Last Name

) Leavenwarth, Kansas, U.S. Penitentiary
Choose... E Remave

MName Index to Inmate Case Files, 1895-193
This series consists of an index of 40,000
records from the Leavenworth, Kansas U.S.
More Penitentiary of individual inmate case files.

+ Add family members
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Privacy Act Restrictions

e Filecreatedatleast’5
yearsago

* Inmate isdeceased and
researchercan prove it
through Social Security
Death Index, Death
Certificate,or obituary

 Thirdparty information
may be redacted




o Contentofearlyfiles
arefairly sparse

e Grewasthe
bureaucracygrew

e Socilal interviews
conducted in later
yearsatthe
Penitentiary
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A UNITE" S7 ATES PENITFNTIARY, - |

Leavenworth, Hansas.

| Record of

Record Sheet

Inmate name and
number

e Crimeand Sentence

e Violations




Place of birth
Names of parents
Permanentaddress

Religion
Education
Vices
And More
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LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS
INDIVIDUAL DAILY LABOR RECORD, WITH KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS, FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30,
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Physician’s
Exam of Inmate
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Send This Copy to Warden,

United States Penitentiary,
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Nationality,
Height,
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Heart—Action,
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Rhythm.
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UNITED OTATEY OF AMFRICA, DIOTRICT OF NrDRA!
GUAHA DIVIOION.
Tha Prosicent of tho Uniltod Sintom of Amarion:

To tho darnhal of the United Btuteom for the Matriet orf
Nebruapka, und o tho ¥arden of tha Unltod atutes Ponltontlary, at
Isnvenvortih, KEunasns. RSP IED:=

¥horons, on tha 1lth dny of Novombor, A.D.19%0%; at o f‘orm of

Court of the Unlted HLalad Iar » Matrlet of NobrufKa,
hold nt iy, in snid Diatriet, FPrank Origware, otharwise called
Juer Gordon,; otharwlss onllod «Tlolllngohond, o3 convictod ol
the érime of roobling the Unlted £tubton mell, uhd Ploclig thoe lives
of the roliwny pant clorks in joopardy, b¥ the use of dongerous
wonpone,; oontro 5 the lewn of tha Unitod Stoton,; npd

PENT™ T to be laprischned 1A the Unlted ¥iutea Ponliontlory
situnted nt Tanscouwortih, X nn, aol hard lebor, Dor LU tore of hia
noteraol 11fo.

Fow®, therelnre, ¥ou, tho o Karahal, ara h
to delliver anid Wn n of the sald United Statea Penitontiory,

situntod st Leoovenworth,; Kunoes, tho ooday of FPrank Origwars, othor-—

wigs onlled Jamon JOrdon, othorvise oalled et inhend, ¥ho 18

new in your sustody.

Ana ¥ou, tho peia ® don of suld Unlted Ctates Fanltontiary
are herooy ocoamanded to rocelve tho Lod¥ of tha anld Fronk Orlsware,
otharwing aullied zvon Sordon, othorwiso onllod E.
nnd nArfaly kaep hin nuld Panitendfiary until mold Acntenca
pPri-onBant hell huve beon 1LY coidpliod with, or until ho
hava beon disaharpod tF o by dupg coursa art low,

vitnan tho Honorabls ThomRss O.. £ar,
the I T Oourt ot tho linl itatos
for the Tia 1£ Hobraska, nt Opohn, this 18th

any of NOVeRDoar, D.190%.
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MUNICIPAL BONDS
409 MEDICAL ARTS BLDG.

CiTy. OKLA
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OKLAHOMA

February 1,

Parole Officer,

Leavenworth, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Timmons:

In re: $33262, 0. D. Groom.

This will advise that I have known Mr. 0. D. Groom for many
years prior to the failure of the First National Bank, of Bristow,

Okl gh , With which he was connected, during which time he was ad-
mired by his many friends for his activities in the civic development
of his community. My personal acquaintance with him convinces me

that under no circumstances can he be classed among those who would
wilfully violate the law. Mr. Groom was highly respected as one of
the most useful citizens, whose demeanor and conduct was an inspiration
to those who came in contact with him.

At the time I beceme Governor of Qklahoma, there was turned
over to my administration the assets, liabilities and attendant com-
plications of far more than a hundred State banks that had failed pre-
ceding my incumbency, and the ep ¢ had not yet been completely

suppressed. During the same period of time, almost an equal number
of banks of the National group had likewise failed. It may be said
to the credit of Mr. Groom that during this period of time he put

forth every possible effort and exhsusted every resource at com~
mand, including even his legsl exemptions, as well as that of his
family, in a desperate effort to stem the tide of financial depres-
sion, all of which was done to protect the depositors and stockholder
of his bank. I am informed that the deposits depreciated from
$1,800,( to something in the neighborhsod of $500,000. Inciden

to the general business depression, slow and frozen paper accumulated
to an unusual extent, bringing about the failure of the bank. It
st be observed, however, that not until every penny of resources
had been exhausted did Mr. Groom permit the bank to fail.

m advised that his family is in almost destitute ecirc
stances, and if he were to be released from prison he would haveno
difficulty in fin loyment to the end that his family would be
well provided for. Knowing the circumstances, as I feel I do, I am
of the opinion that justice has been done and society will be bene-
fited if favorable consideration shall be given his application and
clemency extended in accordance therewith. I most heartily recom-
mend favorable consideration of his application.

Very sincerely,

&




State Penitentiaries

US Disciplinary
Barracks

Soldiers’Home

Related Camps




Contact Information

« National Archives at Kansas City
400 West Pershing
Kansas City, MO 64108

e Kansascity.archives@nara.gov

e 816-268-8000



mailto:Kansascity.archives@nara.gov

e National Archives at Atlanta

5780 Jonesboro Road
Morrow, GA 30260

o atlanta.archives@nara.gov

e 770-968-2100



mailto:atlanta.archives@nara.gov

e National Archives at San Francisco

1000 Commodore Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066-2350

e sanbruno.archives@nara.gov

e 650-238-3501



mailto:sanbruno.archives@nara.gov
mailto:sanbruno.archives@nara.gov

e National Archives at Seattle

6125 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115-7999

o seattle.archives@nara.gov

e 206-336-5115



mailto:seattle.archives@nara.gov
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e Bureau of Prisons
320 First St., NW
Washington, DC 20534

e 202-307-3198
e WWW.Dop.gov
 webmaster@bop.gov



http://www.bop.gov/
mailto:webmaster@bop.gov
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