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Intreduction to Genealogy

Claire Kluskens

Learn how to do basic genealogical rese
using Federal records at the National

Archives.
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Archivist
National Archives
Washington, DC

Claire Kluskens is a genealogical projects archivist
specializing in immigration, census, military, and other
records of high genealogical value. She spearheaded !
completion of more than 300 National Archives microfil
publications. She lectures frequently and has publishe:
extensively in national, state, and local genealogical
publications. Claire has been a National Archives staff
member since 1992 and has done genealogical reseat
since 1976.




Getting Started on Your
Genealogical Research
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Genealogy: A Lifetime Hobby
Makes History Relevant

- Geography

- Economics

- Politics

- Social customs

- Religion

- Climate

- and other forces shaped our ancestors lives.



Begin with Yourself

First, Get Organized, Get Your Tools
. Box or Binder
. Full-sized paper or notebooks
- Pencils, pens, pencil sharpener, stapler.
- Four- or five-generation ancestor chart
- Family group sheets

. Genealogy computer program? or word processing
program



egin with Yourself
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National Archsves and Records Administration NARA's web site is hitp://www.archives.gov NA Form 14134 (9/11)



Begin with

Fill out a
family group
sheet for
each
ancestor and
each

AT AAOOI
siblings.

ourself
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=3 Family Group Sheet
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ARCHIVES
Husband Occupation(s)
Date Place Immigration
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Christened Military Service
Died Cause of Death
Buried Date of Will
Married

Father Other Marriages

Mother

Wife (maiden name) Occupation(s)

Date Place Immigration

Born Naturalization
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Died Cause of Death
Buried Date of Will

Father Other Marriages

Mother B

Other Information/Records (ie. Census, Passports, ete...)

National Archives and Records Administration

NARA’s website 1s www.archives.gov
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Begin with Yourself
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Certificates of birth, marriage, death.
Newspaper death notices.
Military papers, Social Security Cards,
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Interview Your Relatives
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They may know names, dates, places, family stories.
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Starting Points

- Names of ancestors, their siblings, other relatives
. Dates of birth, marriage, death, divorce, burial

. Places of birth, marriage, death, divorce, burial

. Occupation

- Military service

- Other biographical details



Linking it all Together

Name plus some additional fact that links him or her to a
specific geographic location or event on a specific date.

AND the source of that information.

Name by itself is not enough.



Why Knowing the Source Is
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Join Genealogical Societies

National Genealogical Society
Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society

State genealogical societies: the state in which you live, and
the states in which your ancestors lived

County genealogical societies: county in which you live and
counties in which your ancestors lived

Historical societies



Why Join Genealogical Societies?

Publications
Articles useful to you
Vehicle for you to publish in
Information about the area
History, records, research facilities, more
Networking
Education - conferences, classes, etc.



Publish or Your Research Perishes!

Publications by Genealogical

Selfpublish.
Societies:
Write up your family story z do it
County well.
State - AEA OOOA Al PEAO
are with other family members,
National

libraries where your family lived,
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collections



Learn How to Do Genealogy Right

Borrow books from your public library on how to do
genealogy, relevant aspects of history, and so forth

Take genealogy classes

Follow the research standards recommended by the
National Genealogical Society



Do Research in Records

Federal

State

County

Libraries: books, microfilmed records, more!

Other: cemeteries, churches, funeral homes, private
organizations



Doing Research in Archival Records:
CKS ayYAaallsSEf SR I ¥ 5¢
The name may not be spelled as you expect to find it.
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- What did the census taker (or other record keeper) think was
said?
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Federal Records (NARA)

Census: 1791940

Military Service Records, Pension Records, Unit
Records, Draft Registration records

mmigration Records: 18201950s, entry at sea or land
porder ports of arrival

Naturalization Records
Many other possibilities




Census, 1790940

Start with 1940 and work backwards
Find everyone in the entire extended family in every census
. To get a complete picture of the family

- Work yourself around brick walls

Indexes (computer or in book form) have mistakes.



Census, 1790940
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iIndex?

. Try spelling the name a different way.

- Pa N ~ Pa

. 50A OA O O-OIAyouEho® Ak the person lived,
read the census for that town/township/village/district,
etc., page by page, line by line.

. Arranged by state, then by county, then by locality.



Census, 1870 to 1940

18701940: Every person listed by name
- Name

. Age & gender

- Race

- Marital Status

. Occupation

. Birthplace

- 188061930: birthplace of parents

. & more



Census, 1850 and 1860

18501860: Every free person listed by name
- Name

- Age

. Gender

- Race

- Marital status

. Occupation

. Birthplace



Census, 1850860 Slave Schedule:

- Name of slave owner
. List of slaves by age and gender: no names



Census, 1790840

17901840: Name of head of household

. All household members listed by gender and age
categories: no hames
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Sample Census Search for an Afréamerican Family in
Autauga Co., Alabama




I YIS [ S| NDKY aWsase
beginning with 1930

1930: Live in Washington, Autauga County, Alabama. T626,
Roll 1, E.D. B.
. Jese63
. Ella, 58
- Harry, 17
- Dotty, 16
. Betty, 15
. Arch, 14
. Quince, 13
. plus Albert Walter, grandson, 14



1930 Census Image



