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Overview of American Indian Records and
Resources on Archives.gov

Jessica Hopkins

Explore our new and improved American Indian
web pages! A team of National Archives staff from
across the country has created well-organized web
pages to help researchers understand and utilize the
wealth of Federal records relating to American
Indians. These Federal documents, produced
through government administration and

interactions with American Indians over many

decades, cover a wide variety of topics and time
periods, ranging from births and deaths to
allotments and heirship to land and property. Take
a guided tour through these new resource pages on
archives.gov, led by a member of the creating
team. Visit the American Indian portion of the
website at: www.archives.gov/research/native-

americans/index.html.
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Jessica Hopkins, a graduate in History and Education from William Jewell
College, has been with the National Archives at Kansas City since 2007. As
an Archives Specialist, her roles include: providing reference services to
genealogists, historians, and scholars; and co-coordinating the National

Archives at Kansas City genealogy program.

Jessica Hopkins
Archives Specialist
National Archives Her list of top travel destinations continues to grow. Jessica lived in Wichita,

at Kansas City

In her spare time she enjoys traveling, cooking, and training for triathlons.

Kansas, before moving to Kansas City, Missouri.




\@')) Course Objectives

* |dentify possible resources and records
* Understand what you may find

« Know how and who to contact for
additional information

« Navigate resource pages
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Project Background

e Team of National Archives staff
from across the country

* Multi-year project

 Developed collaborative innovative
methods to write content and
design pages
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Project Goals

 Short term goals

— Create, write, and improve pages specifically related to
researching an individual or family member

~ — Highlight multiple records and record types that may be
useful in research

« Long term goals

— Create, write, and improve pages specifically related to
American Indian tribes, bands, or communities as well as
treaties and geography

— Tackle more complex topics in American Indian Research

 Overarching goals
— Provide easier access to records related to American Indians
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Challenges
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Misconceptions

» Avallability of name index for individuals or
employees

» Everything is avallable online, in one
location
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Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Topics > American Indian Records in the National Archives

American Indian Records

Introduction

Among the billions of historical records housed at the National Archives throughout the country,
researchers can find information relating to American Indians from as early as 1774 through the mid
Census Records : . )
Indian Census 1990s. The National Archives preserves and makes available the documents created by Federal
Federal Census agencies in the course of their daily business.
School Records

Research Individuals

Since the U.S. Government’s interactions with American Indians changed over time, knowing the
geographic place and the time period will help create a more positive research experience. As you
plan your research, consider this question: how does my research topic intersect with the U.S. Federal

Employment Records

Military Service Records

Five Civilized Tribes
e Government?
Enrollment Jackets
LE__'IM kf*”roh'ﬁ”i To help you answer this question, use the navigation options below to explore the vast resources
ackels

Lo relating to American Indian research.

Citizenship Court If you are just starting archival research, please review guidance about getting started.
Eastern Cherokee
Baker Roll .
Guion Miller Roll What are you researching?

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools b
Need help? - : A geographic place or
[ ; time period
(Check back soon)

Research Our Records
Main Page
MARA Locations

Search Online

An American Indian .
Online Research Tools and Treaties or past laws

Aids
Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

tribe, band, or
community
(Check back soon)

(Check back soon)

http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/index.html
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Teachers’ Resources

Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Researching an Individual or Family

American Indian Records

Main Page
Research Individuals

Census Records
Indian Census
Federal Census

School Records
Employment Records
Military Service Records
Five Civilized Tribes
Census Cards
Enrollment Jackets
Land Allotment
Jackets
1896 Applications

Choctaw-Chickasaw
Citizenship Court

Eastern Cherokee
Baker Roll
Guion Miller Roll

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
MARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

Help Us Protect
the Records

Our Locations

Researching an Individual or Family

Federal documents related to American Indians at the National
Archives can include information about tribal members, federal
officials, Indian agents, military personnel, teachers, nurses, and
laborers. Some records may even reference a person who was
involved in Indian affairs because of his/her geographic proximity
to a tribe or agency, such as a minister, medical doctor, or sacial
warker.

Consider these key questions to help you identify what
information you are seeking:

* Do you know their name(s)?
* Do you know the tribe of the individual or family?

* Do you know roughly wher
family lived?

Censuses
Keeping these questions in ming

which records will be most bene C-:rrre&pnndence

) Enrollments
Learn more about researching

American Indian records » Financial

As with all research the most eff Leases

identifying the known and unkno Maps
family.
Reports

Types of Records | Topics i Resolutions

Birth 2 And more!

Marrial

® Censuses

Correspondence

Family and goods in wagon. White Earth
Res., Minnesota, 1934
National Archives Identifier 285179

Learn more about researching an
individual and family in American Indian

Birth and death
Marriage and Divorce
Health

Land and property
Education
Employment
Inheritance

And more!

Tribal members
Employees
Religious ministers
Teachers

Legal professionals
Social workers
Medical personnel

And more!

Health

Enrollments g

Financial Land and property » Teachers

Leases Education » Legal professionals
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Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives
Ho > R ch O Records > Uy mefican Hertage > Amencan Ind Records i th L ¢ Chay

« Census Records
 Bureau of Indian

Affairs (BIA) Records

L « School Records

Alotment Records, Case Fles, Employment and Financial Documentation, and Reports.

 Employment Records

« Military Service

Employment Records
Headquarters and Ficld Office Employees, Agents, Superintendents, and Officals

Records
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Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Census Records: Federal Population Censuses and Indian Census Rolls

American Indian Records

Main Page

Census Records

Census Records ' - Federal Population Censuses and Indian Census Rolls
Indian Census |

Federal Census

Research Individuals

School Records

Employment Records Click here for blank Census

forms to help dedpher the
questions asked for each
Census year.

Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940

Military Service Records

Five Civilized Tribes
Census Cards Agents and superintendents at American Indian reservations annually
E?;%IEEEE{]::#EB submitted census rolls starting in 1885. These rolls include individuals and

Jackets families who maintained a formal connection with Federally recognized Th‘?oi‘?"sl'l’: B'"E*.’I“d
1896 Applications tribes. To research these records, you will need the name of the individual Eﬁﬂmgﬁg, E::;nu[:;fo,

Choctaw-Chickasaw famil 3 . -
Citizenship Court or family. American Indians and specific

PR . . _ nations or tribes. Click here to
Baker Roll Compared to the Population Census, the questions found on the Indian leam more.
Guion Miller Roll Census Rolls and the process for collecting the information were not
Bureau of Indian Affairs standardized, and therefore vary between years, tribes, and agents and
Records (BIA) superintendents. Please note: there is not a census for every reservation

BIA Records by State )
List of BIA Schools or every tribe for every year.

Need help? . . .
More information about Indian Census Rolls =

Research Our Records

Main Page Federal Population Censuses, 1790-1940
NARA Locations

search Online e 5 [he Federal Population Census can provide
' | the building blocks of your research, allowing : AN
you to confirm information and learn more Little Chief. his wife Minnie.
about an individual ar family. Currently, and son in native dress, '
researchers can access the Censuses from ca. 1925. National

Access to Archival ' _ 1 1790 through 1340 Archives |dentifier: 285628
Databases i

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Presidential Libraries Researchers generally begin with the most

recent Census and work backwards in ten year increments to locate
individuals or families in previous generations. To search you will need the
Free at the Archives name and location of the individual or family. Try to find your individual or
Plan your Research Visit / L family on as many Censuses as possible as certain questions change for
Locate a Facility Near You oy < each Census.

Research in Person

Native Americans from The National Archives does not have online name indexes to Census

Help Us Protect
the Records

Southeastern Idaho, ca.

records. Please visit our partner organizations for digitized images and
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Indian Census Rolls

Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Indian Census Ralls

American Indian Records

Main Page
Research Individuals

Census Records
Indian Census
Federal Census

School Records
Employment Records
Military Service Records

Five Civilized Tribes
Census Cards
Enrollment Jackets
Land Allotment

Jackets
1896 Applications
Choctaw-Chickasaw
Citizenship Court

Eastern Cherokee
Baker Rol
Guion Miller Roll

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Need help?
Research Our Records

Main Page
NARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

Help Us Protect
the Records

Session 4

Census Record
Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940

Agents and superintendents at American Indian reservations annually
submitted census rolls starting in 1885. These rolls include individuals Indians at the National
and families who maintained a formal connection with Federally Archives, the following
recognized tribes. To research these records, you will need the name of  records are often used:
the individual or family_

For researching American

= Indian Census Rolls

= Federal Population
Censuses

The questions found on the Indian Census Rolls and the process for
collecting the information were not standardized, and therefore vary
between years, fribes, and agents and superintendents

Note: there is not a census for every reservation or every tribe for every .
year Sample from Indian

Census Rolls

Indian Census Rolls can include:

Name (American Indian and/or English)
Gender

Age

Birth date

Agency /Reservation name

Marital status
Tribe
Family Relation

The Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940, are available online at
Ancestry.com and Fold3.com. Prior to digitization, these records were
accessible via microfilm publication M595% - Knowing the tribe can help
narrow the search results on Ancestry and Fold3. (All National Archives | From Microfilm M595)
facilities provide free on-site access to Ancestry.com and Fold3.com.) Indian Census Rolls

For detailed information on the Indian Census Rolls and the
microfilm publication =

Looking for Information Prior to the 1885 Indian Census Rolls

Depending on the tribe you are researching, there are may be earlier census or annuity rolls available
(in general, earlier rolls contain less data). In many cases, the agent only listed the American Indian's

Federal Population Census

Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Census Records: Federal Population Censuses

American Indian Records

Main Page
Research Individuals

Census Records
Indian Census
Federal Census

School Records
Employment Records
Military Service Records

Five Civilized Tribes
Census Cards
Enrollment Jackets
Land Allotment

Jackets
1896 Applications
Choctaw-Chickasaw
Citizenship Court

Eastem Cherokee
Baker Roll
Guion Miller Roll

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Need help?
Research Our Records

Main Page
NARA Locations

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

Help Us Protect
the Records

Census Records

b
2 ! ‘mll Federal Population Censuses

Federal Population Censuses, 1790-1940

Researchers generally begin with the most recent Census and work For researching American
backwards in ten year increments to locate individuals or families in Indians at the National
previous generations. To search you will need the name and location Archives, the following records
of the individual or family. Try to find your individual or family on as are often used:

many Censuses as possible, as certain questions change with each
Census. Please visit our pariner organizations for digitized images and
indexes.

# Indian Census Rolls

= Federal Population
Censuses

Census records can include:
Age/birth information
Gender
Race
Location
Family relation
Tribe

And morel
Page from the 1920 Federal
Population Census in South

Special Notes Dakota

Lacation and race can be useful in determining American Indian
ancestry, however, key details may differ from what you know about Read "Native Americans in the
the individual or family. Discrepancies can be caused by the following %m&%m;ﬂﬂ”ﬂm
= Individual's response and self-identification
= Who reports the information to the enumerator
= Enumerator’s error

= The individual or family may be listed by their English or American Indian name

If they are not identified as a tribal member on the Federal Population Census, the individual or family
may actually still be American Indian. Continue your search with Indian Census Rolls and followed by

Rurcay of Indian Affaire rocorde
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Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Main Page

Research Individual

uion Miller)

ilized Tribes

Tips for:
Navigating RG 75

University Students
Meed help?
Research Our Re

Main Page
MARA Locations
Search Online
0online Research Tools and
Aids
Online Catalog
) Archival
Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives

Plan your Research \

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Bureau of Indian Affairs Records

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Allotment Records, Applications, Case Files, Rolls

Background on the Bureau of Indian Affairs

The National Archives (NARA) maintains historically significant and
permanently valuable records created by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) and its predecessor agencies from as early as 1793 Tasked with
federal oversight of American Indians, the BIA interacted with many
individuals and families.

Most American Indian-related records held by the NARA primarily relate to
administrative matters and the management of tribal and individual
resources by the Federal government.

Records created by the BIA can be found at many of the NARA facilities n, Leroy
throughout the country. There is no comprehensive index to these Ann Quinn, and
records. It is important to know the Indian tribe and/or BIA agency to Sally Jack sitting on a front
locate potentially relevant records. '

Each agency’s records includes various record series, usually arranged

chronologically, alphabetically, numerically, or by subject. Research can require extensive time or
repeat visits. Some records have been microfiimed and/or digitized. For research assistance, visit our
Online Catalog or Contact Us.

Allotment Records Applications & Case Files

Learn about BIA records available for
each state and its agencies, bands, and
tribes.

Learn about records from BIA schools in
each state.

Return to Researching Family or Individual Main Page =
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Main Page

reau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Eastern Cherokee
(Baker and Guion Miller)

vilized Tribes

Indian Scouts & Code
Talkers

Tips for:
Navigating RG 75
K-12 Students
University Students
Need help?

Research Our Records
Main Page

MARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You
I'Want to...

Get Started

Find a Topic

Order Copies

Hire a Researcher

Contact National Archives
Learn why

Democracy Starts
Here

waich the |
video_ &

Session 4

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Allotment Records

Allotment Records

For a time, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) was responsible for
administering the financial affairs of American Indians. As a result, the
BIA created numerous allotment records that document land. finances,
goods, and properties disbursed by the Agency. These records
describe transactions including actions, approprations, audits
expenditures, and obligations.

The records can provide information on the name of the
individual/allottee; the tribe; dates; and goods, lands, or properties
being transferred. Allotments can be recorded in indexes, ledgers,
cards, rolls, schedules, maps, and plans. Many of these records are
not yet digitized, nor are they available on microfilm.

Searching in the Online Catalog for Allotment Records

Search in NARA's Online Catalog for more information using the
phrase "allotment " Note which federal agency created the records and

which NARA office maintains the records. Using the Advanced Search,

you can restrict your results to a single federal agency, record group,
or archival facility. Records created by the BIA are part of Record
Group 75.

Tips for Successful Searches

For Allotment records for American Indian tribes in Oklahoma, contact
the Oklahoma Historical Society.

Financial and Property Allotment Records

Allotment records can document both financial and property
transactions administered by the BIA. Property can include buildings
finances, and timber. The financial records can include descriptions of
expenditures for items such as supplies, the dates of the transactions
the actual amounts of money allotted, and running totals

Examples of Financial and Property Allotment Records

Tips for searching Allotment
Records:

= Name (American Indian
and Anglicized)
s Tribe

= Time period

MNote: Not all individuals living
with a tribe or on a reservation
received allotments

dcat, 1922 - 1922
National Archives Identifier
282261

Information on the land
allotment records for the
Five Civilized Tribes of
Oklahoma =

= Allotment Heirship List, ca. 1896 - ca 1920, from the Shoshone Agency

National Archives Identifier: 1525380
Contact the National Archives at Denver for more information.

= Allotment Ledger Sheets, 1941 - 1951, from the Warm Springs Agency,

National Archives Identifier: 1276252
Contact the National Archives at Seattle for more information

= Land Allotment and Heirship Case Records, 1912-1925, from the Reno Agency

National Archives Identifier: 296194

Contact the National Archives at San Francisco for more information

Financial and
Property Allotment

Land Allotment
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American Indian Records

Main Page

Bureau of Indian Affairs Records
Applications and Case Files

Research Individual
Census Records

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

The National Archives maintains many applications and case files
that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) received and processed from
American Indians and other individuals from the early 1800s through
(Baker and Guion Miller} the late 1900s. The BIA created these records far a variety of

Five Civilized Tribes purposes including:
(Dawes) = Try alternate name spellings

* Education or training

Employment Records « Finances
Military Service Records

Research Tips:

= Evaluate whether or not the
individual or family lived on
or near a BIA agency

Eastern Cherokes

School Records

Land, Leases, Mining,
Timber, Water

Tribal Citizenship, Enroliment,

1 P ¥ Finances i

Indian Scouts & Code

Talkers
Tips for:
Mavigating RG 73
K-12 Students
University Students
Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
MARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

Session 4

= Remaoval of restrictions
* Social welfare, benefits, (
Tribal citizenship, enrollrr
Generally, these records may

supporting materials including
government forms, and repor

To begin your search:

* Know the name and tribe

= |dentify what type of infor
enrollment)

For additional resources, expl

= Online Catalog
= Navigating Record Groug

* Ledger of Applications for

Expenditures, 1908 - 1911, La
Pointe Agency, National Archives
Identifier: 5730607 (Nationa
Archives at Chicago)

Applications for Individual Indian
Money Expenditures, 1915 - 1918,
Cushman Indian School, National
Archives Identifier 2790591
(Mational Archives at Seattle)

Applications for Kansas Claims of
New York Indians, 1901 - 1904,
Office of Indian Affairs, Finance

Division, National Archives Identifier:

1949009 (National Archives at
Washington, D.C.)

Water Use Applications,
1911 - 1921, Fathead
Indian Agency, Mational
Archives Identifier:
2546054 (Nationa
Archives at Denver)

Registers of Mining
Applications, 1900-19185,
Five Civilized Tribes,
Mational Archives Identifier
731325 (National Archives
at Fort Worth)

Applications, 1865 - 1871,
Office of Indian Affairs,
Land Division, Mational
archives Identifier:
2007276 (National
Archives at Washington,
D.C.)

s Cancelled Choctaw-Chickasaw

Applications, 1903-1904, Office of
the Commissioner of the Five
Civilized Tribes, National Archives
Identifier: 2431775 (Nationa
Archives at Fort Worth)

Applications for Enrollment, 1910 -
1918, Vermillion Lake Indian Schoaol,
Mational Archives Identifier:
7269298 (National Archives at
Kansas City)

Records Relating te Applications for
Identification as a California Indian,
1929-1931, Mission Agency,
Mational Archives Identifier: 561749
(Mational Archives at Riverside)

Examples of Applications and Case Files

Majority of these records are not currently digitized or microfilmed.
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Main Page

Research Individual ] Bureau of Indian Affairs Records
Census Records 5 f Rolls

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) gathered, collected, and/or created
List of BIA Schools numerous rolls involving American Indians to identify members of
Eastemn Cherokes various tribes and bands, including Freedmen. These rolls were * Know the tribe, and

(Baker and Guion Miller) created as a result of allotments, legislation, removals, treaties, and understand how the tribe’s
Five Civilized Tribes other activities. The BIA then used these rolls to create additional name and geographic
e documentation—-often using the same rolls for multiple purposes. Since SEILIDCIED (202

School Records the purpose of the rolls vary; the information collected also varies. changed
Employment Records Understand the historical

Military Service Records They can contain names, enrollment numbers, ages, family relations, context in which these rolls
T G @ locations, and more. Below is a sample of available rolls. were created
Talkers Recognize that the rolls

Tips for: Detailed Information on Select Rolls ary Lz s M LT
Navigating RG 75 about Freedmen and/or

slaves
Baker Rolls, 1924-1929 Eastern Cherokee Not all rolls are available

Research Tips

K-12 Students

University Students _
Need help? Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940 Multiple Agencies and Tribes online

Roblin Roll, 1911-1919 Indians in Western Washington not
enrolled or allotted to an Indian Agency

Main Page Kern-Clifton Roll of Cherokee Freedmen, 01/16/1897
NARA Locations Revised Copy of the Wallace Roll, ca. 1890 - ca 1896
Search Online Dawes Rolls, 1896-1914 Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma

online Research Tools and Guion Miller Rolls, 1906-1911 Eastern Cherokee
Aids

Online Catalog

Research Our Records

Examples of Rolls Related to American Indians

Access to Archival
Databases

e LR Roll Tribe(s) Additional Details Contact for more

Research in Person information

) Cherokee Emigration Rolls, Cherokee Mational Archives Identifier 595427 Mational Archives at
Free at the Archives 1817-1838 Sample Register of Cherokee Indians who have | Washington, D.C.
Plan your Research Visit Emigrated to the West

Locate a Facility Near You 1830 Armstrong Roll Mational Archives Identifier 2124153 Mational Archives at
(Also known as Census Washington, DC
| Want to... Concerning Choctaw Removal)

Get Started Muster Rolls Concerning See description | National Archives Identifier 2124810 Mational Archives at
Indian Removal, 1832-1846 for the complete Washington, DC

(Also known as Miscellaneous | list of tribes.
Order Copies Muster Rolls)

Hire a Researcher

Find a Topic

Eastern Cherokee Census Cherokee National Archives Identifier 2110769 or microfilm | National Archives at
Contact National Archives Rolls, 1836-1884 (This is a publication M1773 Washington, D.C.
compilation of multiple rolls)
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Five Civilized Tribes: Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Creek, and Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma
Records

Dawes

Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Five Civilized Tribes: Dawes Records

American Indian Records

Main Page
Research Individua
Census Records

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Eastemn Cherokee
(Baker and Guion Miller)

School Records
Employment Records
Military Service Records

Tips for:
Navigating RG 75
K-12 Students
University Students
Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
NARA Locations

Search Online
Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog
Access to Archival

Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

INDEX

THE FINAL ROLLS

Five Civilized Tribes--Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw,

Creek, and Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma:
Dawes Records

Citizens and Freedmen

FIvE GiviLized TRIBES

Background on the Dawes Commission

The Dawes Act of February 8, 1887 marks a turning point in
determining tribal citizenship. This Act developed a Federal
commission tasked with creating Final Rolls for the Five
Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma (Cherokees, Chickasaws,
Choctaws, Creeks, and Seminoles). The Commission prepared
new citizenship rolls for each tribe, incorporating names of
approved applicants while simultaneously documenting those
who were considered doubtful and ultimately rejected. Upon
approval of the Rolls, the Dawes Commission allotted a share
of communal land to the approved individual members of these
Tribes. The Dawes Commission required that the individual or

family reside in Indian Territory to be considered for approval

While the official process started with the 1896 Applications
these were eventually declared null and void. Two years later,
the Curtis Act amended the process and required applicants to
re-apply even if they had filed under the original 1896 process
With new guidelines in place, the Commission continued to
accept applications from 1898 through 1907, with a handful
accepted in 1914, The list of approved applications created the

Flowchart for researching Dawes
Records

"Final Rolls of the Citizens and Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory”

Dawes Records

The most requested Dawes Commission records are Census Cards,
Enroliment Jackets, and Land Allotment Jackets. Researchers generally
start with Census Cards and then continue with Enrollment Jackets and

Click here for information
related to the current tribal
enrollment process

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databas!
Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

| Want to...

Get Started

Find a Topic

Order Copies

Hire a Researches
Contact National Archives

Learn why
Democracy Starts
Here

[watch the |

Dawes Records

The most requested Dawes Commission recards are Census Cards,
Enrollment Jackets, and Land Allotment Jackets. Researchers generally
start with Census Cards and then continue with Enrollment Jackets and
Land Allotment Jackets. These three records can include

Click here for information
related to the current tribal
enrollment process

Enroliment Jackets
(Enrollment Cards) (Dawes Applications or
Available on Ancestry.com and testimonial packets)

0ld3.com Available on Ancestry com and
Fold3.com

Land Allotment Jackets
Available on FamilySearch org

Census Cards

Name and variant spellings
Names of parents and extended
families

Residence or nearby post office
Tribal enrollment

Age and gender

Census card and enrollment card
numbers

Occasional annotations regarding
birth, death, changes in marital
status

Occasional cross references to
other census cards or actions

For Freedmen: the applicant’s
previous owners and the owners of
the applicant’s parents

Census card and enrollment
numbers

Name and variant spellings

Names of parents and extended
families

Residence or nearby post office
Tribal enrollment

Transcripts of testimonies and
correspondence regarding the
application

Occasionally information regarding
birth, death, marriages, divorces
Occasionally affidavits from family
members, friends, or neighbers

Enrollment number
Name of applicant

Names of parents and extended
families

Physical location of land
Legal definition of land

Description of improvements on
and

Printed annotated plat maps
Correspondence regarding the land

Notices of contested allotment
selections

Click here for more information and
samples of Census Cards.

Free at the Archives Click here for more infermation and samples of Enrollment Jackets and Land

Plan your Research Visit Land Allotment Jackets. These three records can include Allotment Jackets.

Locate a Facility Near You *Rejected Applications will have a Census Card and Enrollment Jacket, however, it will not have a

Enroliment Jackets Land Allotment Jacket

Land Allotment Jackets
Available on FamilySearch.org

Census Cards
(Enrollment Cards)
Available on Ancestry.com and

1 Want to...

For a Prologue article about the Dawes Commission's enrollment of the Creek Indians, please see
Snakes & Scribes: The Dawes Commission and the Enrolliment of the Creeks.

Gat Startad

Return to Researching American Indians Main Page =
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INDEX

e T ot Dawes Records
= Census Cards Pertaining to Cherokee,
e Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and
Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma

Five Giviuzen TRIMES

Census Cards (Enrollment Cards)

The Dawes Commission prepared Census Cards for each "family
group” to record information about the applicants and actions taken
by the Commission and the Secretary of Interior

Many researchers begin by examining Dawes Census Cards
before searching Enroliment Jackets and Land Allotment Jackets.
From the Census Cards, note following:

= Tribe and enroliment category - Click here for a listina. publications are available online.
= Census Card Number - Located in it . .
e Deciphering the Census Cards

» Enroliment Number - Found on the ¢
for approved applicants.

Click here for Dawes
Enroliment Categories and
Abbreviations

Didn't find your individual or
family in the Dawes Rolls? Try
these additional sources:

Che ck he microfilm pul
T52 Final Rolls of Ci
Fle: ”'n of the Five Civil
n Indian Territory for indivi dualq or
families who were rejected,
or judged doubtful for enrol
This microfilm is not online as c-fl“h\
2014,

Check the 1896 Applications to
d ine if an earlier app
had been submitted.

Check earlier tribal rolls. Select

These details can be found throughouttt  =@CN S@mple includes both an original and an annotated copy.

by the Dawes Commission. They will hel
tracking the same individual or family.

Locating the Index and Census

= A digitized copy of the original Index
Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory (C
Archives. This index provides the en

= The individual Census Cards are Inc
(database titled Mative American En
Enrollment Cards)

i o Approved Dawes Census Card
= Prior to digitization, these records wi Sample
Cards of the Five Civilized Tribes This PDF includes a s ample of an
= Visit our Online Catalog for the full a original C ument followed by an

251747

The National Archives at Fort Worth
the individual's or family's name, tribe, enrollment number, and card

annotated copy.

number.

REJECTED

original Jw m lt’i‘-|u»v§$‘ by
Sl nnotated ce

opy.
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Approved Dawes Census Card Sample

Identifying Important Details

Residence, County ) Re]ationship to Person First Named 12. Tribal Enrollment of Parents --Father
Post Office . Age and Mother’s Names, Year, and County
Tribe . Sex 13. Clarification Notes

Field No. [Census Card Number]* . Blood [Quantum] 14. Date of Approved Enrollment

Dawes Roll Number . Tribal Enrollment--Year, County, and
Name of Applicant and Family Number on the Roll

*Repeated on other Dawes records for the
same individual

Direct questions about Dawes Census Cards to the National Archives at Fort Worth (ftworth.archives@nara.gov).
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INDEX
THE FINAL ROLLS
Citizens and Freodmen

Five GiLezed TRIBES

Enrollment Jackets
(Also known as Dawes Applications or Testimonial
Packets)

Enrollment Jackets contain the application and supporting
documents that the individual or family submitted to the Dawes
Commission in order to be included on the Dawes Rolls

Many researchers start their search by locating the Dawes Census
Card before sesking an Enroliment Jacket. From the Census Card
note the following

» tribe

= enroliment category
* name

= Census Card number

These pieces of information will be found throughout the Enroliment
Jacket. Matching these details will verify that you have located
records for the same individual or family described on the Census
Card.

Dawes Records
Enroliment and Land Allotment Jackets Pertaining to Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma

Land Allotments Defined:
(Dawes Act, 1887)

The Dawes Commission only
issued land allotments to
approved individuals or family
members

"To each head of a family, one-
quarter of a section; To each
single person over eighteen years
of age, ene-eighth of a section;
To each orphan child under
eighteen years of age. one-eighth
of a section; and To each other
single person under eighteen
years now living, or who may be
born prior to the date of the order
of the President directing an
allotment of the lands embraced
in any reservation, one-sixteenth
of a section...”

Enroliment Jackets can contain one to many pages. Start at the beginning
of the folder and read each page carefully to understand the application

and the Dawes Commission’s subsequent decision(s)

These individual documents are indexed and available online at

Ancestry com (database titled U S| Native American Applications for

Enrollment in Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-1914) and at Fold3.com

(database titled Dawes Packets). Prior to digitization, these records were
accessible via microfilm publication M13011, Applications for Enroliment

of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1888-1914

.,,.

Visit the Online Catalog for the full archival records description: National : =

Archives Identifier 617283.

Contact the National Archives at Fort Worth for more information.

Click here for Dawes Enroliment Cateaories and Their

Session 4

Sample Enrollment Jacket.
Application for Enrollment in
the Five Civilized Tribes,
William P. Rogers, Census
Card 4747 National Archives
|dentifier: 4662501

Land Allotment Jackets

Land Allotment Jackets detail land given to approved members of the Five
Civilized Tribes. Arranged by enrollment number (not Census Card
number), these Jackets provide information on the legal description, value,
physical improvements on the land, etc. They often include
correspondence, plat maps, and testimony involving the land.

The applicant's name, Dawes Census Card number, and other family
identifiers can be found throughout the Jacket to verify that you have
located the same individual or family between the records.

These records were not microfilmed prior to digitization by
FamilySearch.org (database titled Oklahoma Applications for Allotment,
Five Civilized Tribes). Using this free resource, you will need to select the
tribe/category, and enrollment number range, then "scroll" through the
records until you find the folder that starts the land allotment jacket you
are seeking. The digitized copy of these records on Familysearch are not
currently indexed.

CoATANT 08 Tt oG
Garmruen 1h e ey Gresied Tites
At Lase geree

|
|
|
1
|
[
|

Sample Land Allotment
Jacket. Application for
Allotment, William P. Rogers,
Enrollment Number 11384
MNational Archives Identifier:
4662504

Visit our Online Catalog for the full archival records description: National Archives Identifier 559520.

Contact the National Archives at Fort Worth for more information.

Dawes Allotment Maps for the Five Civilized Tribes

Search the legal description of land in Indian Territory in the Online Catalog for printed colored maps

that identify allotments, townsites, and railway rights of way.
National Archives Identifier 652462

Return to Researching American Indian Main Page =
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Baker Roll, 1924-1929
Eastern Band of Cherokee

An act of Congress of June 4, 1924 (43 Stat. 376), established the
Eastern Cherokee Enrolling Commission to determine membership for
the Eastern Band of Cherokees and to place its tribal lands into
Federal trust.

Charged with identifying membership for the Eastern Band of
Cherokees, the Commission created, collected, and compiled data
from older rolls and tribal censuses. Known as the Baker Roll, after
Fred A. Baker, these records include indexes, applications, testimany,
correspondence, decisions of the Eastern Enrolling Commission, and
reports. Note, the roll can include deceased individuals.

Information in the applications includes:

= Applicant's name, age, and degree of Indian blood (Includes
maiden name If applicable)

Name of ancestor(s) and relationship from whom claiming descent
(Includes evidence for Cherokee lineage)

Degree of Indian blood and residence of mother and father
Names of children

Spouse name and degree of Indian blood

Residences

Individual enrollment number

Cross-referenced numbers from the Hester and Churchill Rolls
Remarks

These records are indexed and available online at Ancestry.com
(database titled U.S., Cherokee Baker Roll and Records, 1924-1929).
Prior to digitization, these records were accessible via microfilm
publication M2104 1), The 1928 Baker Roll and Records of the Eastern
Cherokee Enrolling Commission, 1924-1929. A brief history of the Baker
Roll can be found on Ancestry.com and the microfilm publication. Visit our
Online Catalog for the full archival records description: National Archives
Identifier 2124048,

@ s
Sample Page from the Baker
Roll
Mational Archives |dentifier:
2124048

Earlier rolls used to
compile the final Baker
Roll:

1835 Census of Cherokees
Living East of the Mississippi
River

1851 Chapman Roll
1884 Hester Roll (Fold3.com)
1907 Council Roll

= 1908 Churchill Roll

* 1509 Guion Miller Roll

With the exception of the
Hester Roll, these records are
not currently digitized. Census
Rolls related to the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians are
are available on Microfilm
11772 . Eastern Cherokee
Census Rolls, 1835-1884.

Check the National Archives
microfilm catalog to identify the
nearest facility with this
publication.

For records documenting early U.S. government interaction with the Cherokees:

:: Selected Records Pertaining to Cherokee Removal, 1836-1839
:: Selected Records Pertaining to Eastern Cherokee Enumeration



http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/baker-roll.html
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Guion Miller Roll, 1906 - 1911

"Eastern Cherokee Court of Claims"

The U.S. Court of Claims ruled in favor of the Eastern Cherokee Tribe's
claim against the U.S._ on May 18, 1905 This resulted in the
appropriation of $1 million to the Tribe's eligible individuals and families.
Interior Department employee Guion Miller created a list using several
rolls and applications to verify tribal enrollment for the distribution of
funds.

The applications received documented over 125 000 individuals; the court
approved more than 30 000 individuals to share in the funds.

To be approved for funds the individual must:

1. Be alive as of May 28, 1906

2. Establish that he/she was a member or descendants of a person that
had been included in the farced removal to Indian Territory, known as
the “Ross Party”

. Not be affiliated with a tribe other than the Cherokee

- Submit an application that had to be received by August 31, 1907
Parents or guardians were given the opportunity to apply for minors
and persons of unsound mind. Most of these later applications were
rejected due to late receipt; however, all contain important individual
and family history information.

These applications include:.

= Applicant’s English and Indian names, date and place of birth
= Names and ages of brothers and sisters

Place of birth and date of death of parents and grandparents
» Residence
= Spouse and children
= Names of extended family

The National Archives provides a free online name index to the
applications submitted for the Guion Miller Roll. The Guion Miller Roll and
associated information are available at Fold3.com (database titled Guion
Miller Roll). Prior to digitization, these and related records were accessible
via the following microfilm publications:

Important facts about

this roll:

* There was no
residency
requirement unlike

the Dawes Records.

Individuals from
foreign countries
even applied.

Since there was a
cash award, many
people applied
regardless of their
eligibility.

Sample Guion Miller
Application

Eastern Cherokee
Application #9735 of Will
Rogers

Mational Archives ldentifier:

301644

» M1104 1) Eastern Cherokee Applications of the U.S. Court of Claims, 1906-1909
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Navigating Record Group 75
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Records

Records created by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) document
the U.S. Federal government’s interaction with American Indians.

Though administrative in nature,

the records can include:

Account ledgers
Case files

Censuses
Correspondence
Enrollments

Estate cards
Issuances

Leases

Reports

Resolutions and more

These records can provide
information regarding:

= Agricultural work

= Agriculture

= Birth

= Buildings
Conservation
Divorce
Education
Employees
Employment
Equipment and supplies
Health
Indian allotments
Inheritance
Law enforcement

] &)\b&r&er
Chemawa Indian School
Baseball Team, 1939.

National Archives Identifier:
5985776

Larger
Q Uieug.l

Mative Americans from
Southeastern Idaho, ca. 1897.
National Archives Identifier:
519208

BIA Records, Arranged

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Towa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

BIA Records, Arranged by
State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Horida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Tllinois
Indiana

Iowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

Mew Hampshire
Mew Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
0hio
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Return to List of BIA Records,
Arranged by State

This guide is arranged geographically by state and thereunder
contains a listing of tribes and bands living within that state’s
borders. Under each entry for a tribe or band is a list of the BIA
offices which had a jurisdictional relationship with that tribe, and
for which the National Archives holds records. The NA™ "

facility which has records for that office is listed in pare
next to the entry. We have provided direct links into N4
Online Catalog whenever possible. While there is an e
make more National Archives documents available onl
many of these records have not been digitized.

It has been impossible to include the name of every su
and special agency. The most significant omissions an
agencies and subagencies established during the earh
a superintendency, when agents were moved about wi
permanent assignments to a particular tribe or locality .

Kansas

Kansas

Tribe(s)/Band(s):
lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska

Records from BIA Agencies, Field Offices, and Superintendencies:

1905-1980 Horton Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas City)

1859-1921 Kickapoo Agency (MNatienal Archives at Kansas City)
1860-1945 Potawatomi Agency (National Archives at Kansas City)

1883-1969 Potawatomi Area Field Office (National Archives at Kansas City)

Main Page
MARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archival
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

Help Us Protect
the Records

Tribe(s)/Band(s):
lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska
Records from BIA Agencies, Field Offices, and Superintend
1905-1980 Horton Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas City)
1859-1921 Kickapoo Agency (National Archives at Kansas City
1860-1945 Potawatomi Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas (

1883-1969 Potawatomi Area Field Office (National Archives at

Tribe(s)/Band(s):
Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas

Tribe(s)/Band(s):
Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas

Records from BIA Agencies, Field Offices, and Superintendencies:

1905-1980 Horton Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas City)

1859-1921 Kickapoo Agency (MNatienal Archives at Kansas City)
1860-1945 Potawatomi Agency (National Archives at Kansas City)

1883-1969 Potawatomi Area Field Office (National Archives at Kansas City)

Records from BIA Agencies, Field Offices, and Superintendencies:

1905-1980 Horton Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas City)

1859-1921

Kickapoo Agency (Mational Archives at Kansas City)
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Archives.qgov Home

Research Room Contact Us

OPA - Online Public Access

Search multiple National Archives resources at once!

Search On

Tags Contributed by the Py

Log in to add a tag

Tagaging Policy | FAQ

Session 4

Archives gov Home

Ask An Archivist

Research Room

Contact Us

Using OPA

Ask an Archivist

OPA - Online Public Access

Search multiple National Archives resources at once!

Topic Clusters
Mot enough information to cluster

v Refine By: Data Source

* Archival Descriptions (37

v Refine By: Level of Description
* Series (37

»Refine By: Type of Archival
Materials

* Textual Records (37

v Refine By: Location

* National Archives at Kansas City (37)

»Refine By: Date
* 1870 - 1879 (1)
+ 1880 - 1889 (4)
+ 1890 - 1899 (8)
*+ 1900 - 1909 (12

s 40404040 a0

37 results for creator-id-Ink: 1213526 creator-record-type-Ink:ORG lod-display-Ink:Series | Refine search

37 Description Only

Birth and Death Records, 1916 - 1942
National Archives Identifier: 2737810
Creator(s): Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs. Potawatomi Agency. (1921 - 1947)

Series

http:/iresearch.archives govidescription/2737810

Tribal Censuses, 1907 - 1943
National Archives Identifier: 2737808
Creator(s): Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs. Potawatomi Agency. (1921 - 1947)

Series

http:/iresearch.archives govidescription/2737808

Annuity Rolls, 1884 - 1935
National Archives Identifier: 2737792
Creator(s): Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs. Potawatomi Agency. (1921 - 1947)

Series

http://research. archives. gov/description/2737792

Role(s]:

Organization Name:

Role(s):

‘Relatedto 2 catalog description(sy
Created 2 series

Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs. Central Superintendency. Potawatomi Agency. (1851 - 1878)

Related to 5 catalog description(s)
Created 4 series
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Records Hierarchy Birth and Death Records, 1916 - 1942

Record Group 75:
Records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, 1793 - 1999

(D This series describes records, some of which may not be available online.

Series:
Birth and Death Records, 1916 - To abtain a copy or view the records, please contact or visit the National Archives and Records Administration location(s) listed in the Contact information below

1942

National Archives Identifier: 2737310
Tags Contributed by the Public Creator(s): Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs. Potawatomi Agency. (1921 - 1947) (Most Recent)

From: Record Group 75: Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1793 - 1999
Login to add a tag

Tagging Policy | FAQ Details

Level of Description:  Series
Type(s) of Archival Materials: Textual Records
The creator compiled or maintained the series between: 1916 - 1942

Arrar Arranged alphabetically by reservation and thereunder chronalogically except for the mixed volume of birth and death records which is arranged chronolagically by year.

Access Restriction(s):  Restricted - Possibly
Specific Access Restriction: FOIA (b)(6) Personal Information
Mote: In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC 552 exemption (B} (6), this series must first be screened by National Archives and Recards Administration personnel prior to its release to
the general public
Use Restriction(s): Unrestricted
Finding Aid Type: Index

Finding Aid Note:  The series contains an alphabetical index to the Potawatomi records

Scope & Content

This series consists of birth and death records. There is a volume of births and deaths for the Potawatomi covering 1916-1922. There are eight small beoklets of birth records for Jackson County, Kansas covering the period December 1933-October 1942. There is a volume
of mixed tribe birth and death records. The volume covers the period 1923-1942. A second set of records has separate pages for each reservation by year. It includes the years 1923-1937. Information provided is as follows: date of birth; name of father and mother, name of
child; sex; degree of blood: legitimate; tribe; and residence. One of the registers also lists the census numbers of the parents, and the number of children born, and living for the mother. Information in the two sets of mixed fribe records is overlapping and some of the
information for the same birth is different in the degree of blood column.

Variant Control Numbers

ARC ldentifier:

Archived Copies

Copy 1:
Extent (Size):

Contact(s):

Count:

Copy 1 Media Information:

Session 4

2737810

Preservation-Reproduction-Reference
4 linear inches

National Archives at Kansas City (RM-KC), 400 West Pershing Road
Kansas City, MO 64108

Phone: 816-268-8000

Fax: 816-268-8038

Email: kansascity.archives@nara.gov

Legal Archives Box, Records Center 0.1
Suit Box, 20 inch Thick 1.0

Specific Media Type: Paper
Container Id: Boxes 11 and 17
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Locating specific records can be tricky, due to the continual
changes in reservations, tribes, and geographic areas. In many
instances, tribal records are split between National Archives
(NARA) offices and affiliated archives. Given the complexity of BIA
records, this research tool was created to help identify the locations
of agency, office, and school records within NARA. More specific
information relating to our records can be found by contacting the
NARA facility listed in parentheses next to each agency, office, or
school. Additional resources can be identified using our Online
Catalog.

If you are having difficulty finding information on this guide related
to your research, please contact the National Archives with the
nature and scope of your research guestion, your name, and your
personal email address and phone number.

NARA staff throughout the country compiled this resource to better
direct researchers to the appropriate NARA facility or affiliated
archives. It is arranged geographically by state and thereunder by
tribe or band. Under each entry for a tribe or band is a list of the
BIA offices which had a jurisdictional relationship with that tribe,
and which NARA office holds records. It has been impossible to
include the name of every subagency and special agency. The
most significant omissions are the agencies and subagencies
established during the early years of a superintendency, when
agents were moved about without permanent assignments to a
particular tribe or locality.

* National Archives Guide to Bureau of Indian Affiars Records:
http://www_archives_gov/research/guide-fed-
records/groups/075. html

+ Current Bureau of Indian Affairs regional offices:
hitp://www_bia.gov/WhoWeAre/Regional Offices/index_htm.

+ Current Federally-recognized tribes:

South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virgina
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Wyoming

BIA Schools, Arranged by
State

Alaska
Arizona
California
Colorado
Kansas
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
Mevada

Mew Mexico
Morth Dakota
Oklzhoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
Utah
Washington

Wisconsin

http://bia.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/OIS/TribalGovernmentServices/TribalDirectory/

» Records maintained by the American Indian Records Repository, visit:

hitp://www.doi.gov/ost/records_magmt/american-indian-records-repository.cfm

Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives >
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Research Individuals

Census Records

Indian Census BIA Schools

Federal Census

School Records
Employment Records Children from Indian Nations across the country attended
Military Service Records schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).
Five Civilized Tribes Students were often sent to schools by the Indian Agency
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Learn about the types of school
records available =

Eastern Cherokes

Baker Roll themselves also operated schools, which are not listed
) _ here. Please contact the corresponding National
Bureau of Indian Affzirs Archives facility for more information about the racords

Guion Miller Roll

Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State related to your research.

List of BIA Schools
Need help? Alaska

Research Our Records 1941-1983 Mount Edgecombe Boarding School (National

Archives at Seattle)

Main Page o i : e

NARA Locations 1956-1975 ‘Wrangell Institute (National Archives at Seattle) Very early class of young boys with flags at the
Albuguergue Indian School., ca. 1895

SIEED e Arizona National Archives Identifier 292873

g_r:jline Research Tools and 1968-  Cottonwood Day School under the Chinle Subagency
o5 1989 (Mational Archives at Riverside)

Online Catalog
1895-  Navajo Training School under the Navajo Agency (National

e 1922 Archives at Riverside)

Databases

Presidential Libraries 1891-

1900 Phoenix Indian School (National Archives at Riverside)

Research in Person

1927-  Theodore Roosevelt School under the Fort Apache Indian
Free at the Archives 1939 Agency (National Archives at Riverside)
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You California

1898-1930 Fort Bidwell Indian Boarding Scheol under the Fort Bidwell Schoel and Agency (National Archives at San
Help Us Protect - Francisco]
the Records

1913-1928 Fort Yuma Indian Boarding School under the Fort Yuma Agency (National Archives at Riverside
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School Records
Student Case Files

Student Case Files from
Mon-Reservation Boarding Schools

While many Amencan Indian students attended day schools
boarding schools, and mission schools located on their own
reservations, beginning in the 1880s the Bureau of Indian Affairs
established non-resarvation bearding schools for vecational
education. These schools enrolled students from many different
ribes located all over the United States. Academic classes wera
offered for the primary grades through high school. Advanced
students chose vocational training such as agriculture, masonry
carpentry, leathenvorking, blacksmithing, printing, homemaking
sewing, cooking, and, inlater years, plumbing, electncal work
welding, mechanics, foed services, and office educabon

In addition o adminstrative records, most of these non-reservabon
schools created and maintained a case file for each student. The
information found in these case files generally includes

Student’s name

Degree of Indian blood

Tribal affiliation

Mameas and tribal affiliations of the student's parems or
guardians

Home address

Religicus affiliation

Dates of attendance

While the specific documents can vary widely, the recordshay

Teacher with picture cands

giving English instruction to
30

Students

Mational Archives ldentifier

255

Reservation Day Schoois and
Eoarding Schools

Reconds related to students
attending resarvation-based
schools may be found in the
adminisirative records of the
Indian agency overseeing that
reservation. While individual
student case files seldom exist
far these schools, studéent
information may appear in
records such as

Annual reports

Amendasie

Comespandence

Group phabigrag

Lists of sty

Sthooldiuses

a list of schools For which the
Mational Archives holds records,
please see the List of American
Indian Schools

include applications for enrolimant, medical examinatinworms, atendance and grade repors,
examples of student work, newspaper clippings, doglinents related to student employment, ang
comespondence, Photographs generally do not g€ vear in student case files

Find out how to Request School Records

Learn about administrative records pertaining to American Indian School =

A Note About Privacy Restrictions

Student case files and other student-related documents thal are less than 75 years old may conlain
personal information about individuals who are still living. These records are restricted under
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Exemption (B)(6), and must be screenad by National Archives
staff before being released to researchers. Personal information may be redacted. Leam more

about FOIA

Return to Researching American Indians Main Page =
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School Records
Requesting Student Case Files

How to Request Indian Student Case Files

Tips for locating student case
files:

« Consider where the individual and
his/her siblings Iived when choosing
which schools to search. Case files
czn often include correspondence
referring to muitiple family members

= Ifthe first school you checked has
no record of his or her attendance,
lock for other schools in the same or
neighboring states

To request information on individual students, please contact the
National Archives facility holding the records for the pertinent
school, according to the state-by-state Guide to Record Group
75, Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The National
Archives staff will assist you further with your researching needs

When submitting a request to the National Archives, please include

the individual's date of birth, as well as variant spellings of his or
her name. Additional information, such as the names of parents or
4ribal affiliation, may be helpful in identifying a match.

If the person you are researching attended a mission school,
please contact the mission agency or denomination that
established and operated that school

If the person you are researching attended a government day
school or boarding school located on his or her own reservation,
please contact the National Archives facility holding the
administrative records for the Indian agency overseeing that
reservation, according to information provided on the List of
Indian Schools.

For other questions regarding Indian schools, please contact us.
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= Understand when the school was in
operation and how that coincides
with your individual's school
attendance.

A Note About Privacy
Restrictions

Student case files and
other student-related
documents that are less
than 75 years old may
contain personal
information about
individuals who are still
living. These records are
restricted under Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA)
Exemption (b)(6), and must
be screened by National
Archives staff before being
released to researchers.
Personal information may
be redacted. Learn more
about FOIA

Administrative Records Related to American Indian School

In addition to the Student Case Files, researchers can locate
administrative records pertaining to American Indian schools at many
National Archives facilities nationwide. These records can include
correspondence, reports, school censuses, attendance records, and
photographs created and maintained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), its field agencies, and non-reservation boarding schools.

These records often include information about local American Indian
students attending non-reservation boarding schools. These record
series may include:

* Annuals, journals and publications

« Correspondence

« Financial documents

*+ Medical records

* Registers

* Reports

+ School applications

Examples of Records Available:

Photograph of Jim Thorpe
Standing in His Carlisle Indian
School Football Uniform, 1909 -

1309
National Archives Identifier.
519348

For other records, visit our Online Catalog and search for "Indian
schools.”

« Applications for Enrollment in Indian Schools, 1905-1951 (Created
by Fort Berthold Agency)
National Archives Identifier 6995951
Contact the National Archives at Kansas City for more information.

» School Attendance Records, 1920-1920 (Created by Sisseton
Agency)
National Archives Identifier 7551457
Contact the National Archives at Kansas City for more information.

Indian School Photographs

Thousands of individual
photographs related to Indian
schools are digitized and
available in our Online Catalog,
Many more photographs are
not yet digitized. These are
available by contacting the
appropriate regional National
Archives facilies, or the Still
Picture unit at the National
Archives at College Park, MD.
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Administrative Records Related to American Indian School

In addition to the Student Case Files, researchers can locate
adminisfrative records pertaining to American Indian schools at many
National Archives facilities nationwide. These records can include
correspondence, reparts, school censuses, attendance records, and
photographs created and maintained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), its field agencies, and non-reservation boarding schools.

These records often include information about local American Indian
students attending non-reservation boarding schoals. These record
series may include:

* Annuals, journals and publications
= Correspondence
= Financial documents
= Medical records
Reqisters
Repoarts
School applications

Examples of Records Available:

For ather records, visit our Online Catalog and search for "Indian
schools."

= Applications for Enrollment in Indian Schools, 1905-1951 (Created
by Fort Berthold Agency)
National Archives |dentifier 6995951
Contact the National Archives at Kansas City for more information

= School Attendance Records, 1920-1920 (Created by Sisseton
Agency)
National Archives Identifier 7551457
Contact the National Archives at Kansas City for more information

hotograph of Jim Thorpe
Standing in His Carlisle Indian
School Football Uniform, 1909 -
1909

National Archives Identifier:
519348

Indian School Photographs

Thousands of individual
photographs related to Indian
schools are digitized and
available in our Online Catalog,
Many more photographs are
not yet digitized. These are
available by contacting the
appropriate regional National
Archives facilities, or the Still
Picture unit at the National
Archives at College Park, MD.

Here

- o pe)
1 e
s

School Censuses, 1895-1953 (Created by Pine Ridge Agency)
National Archives |dentifier 1151862
Contact the National Archives at Kansas City for more information.

Commencement Programs and Related Records, 1928-1945 (Created by Sherman Institute)
National Archives Identifier 563586
Contact the National Archives at Riverside for more information.

Subject Files Relating to Education, 1912-1936

(Created by Eastern Navajo Agency)

National Archives Identifier 295099

Contact the National Archives at Riverside for more information.

Descriptive Statements of Children, 1889-1907 (Created by Blackfeet Agency)
National Archives Identifier 1184821
Contact the National Archives at Denver for more information.

Quarterly School Reports, 1910-1939 (Created by Office of Indian Affairs Education Division)
National Archives Identifier National Archives Identifier: 1822378
Contact the National Archives in Washington, DC for more information.

Indian School Journal from Chilocco Indian School, Oklahoma

Indian School Journal, 1904-1926 (National Archives Identifier 1105265) was published by students
and printed at Chilocco Indian School. The magazine included articles about the Indian service,
various tribes, stories, poems, inspirational pieces, and many photographs of students, faculty,
school buildings, Indian houses, and artifacts. The complete Indian School Journal is digitized and
available in PDF format on our Online Catalog.

Return to School Records -- Student Case Files

Return to Researching American Indians Main
Page &
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Census Records
Indian Census

Federal Cenus Kt Official Personnel Folders (OPF), Archival Holdings &
schoo! fecords Access, ca. 1850-1951

Archival Programs

Employment Records Finding, Navigating, and E»

Official Personnel Folders (OPF),
Archival Holdings

How Can | Access Archival OPFs?

The archival holdings of civilian Official Personnel Folders How Do | Submit a Written
(OPF) include records created by various Federal agencies Request for Copies?
during the period 1850-1951. To view a list of agencies with Copy Fees

OPFs in our archival holdings, click Official Personnel Folders What is an OPF? #
(OPF), Archival Holdings.

Military Service Records

Archival Holdings:
Five Civilized Tribes o i Archival Research Room
Census Cards Thousands of individuals worked inf . Civilian Personne

Enrollment Jackets Indians including reservations, agef "=
Land Allotment Archival Military Personnel

Jackets officials, and superintendents were|  gecords
1896 Applications and construction workers submitted  selective Service Records
Choctaw-Chickasaw Preservation Program
Citizenship Court

Here are Ius‘ a few areas (o resear For records of Federal civilian employees whose employment ended after 1951, click Official

Personnel Folders (OPF), Federal (non-archival) Holdings and Access .

Eastemn Cherokee
Baker Roll
Guion Miller Roll

Official Register of the Unil

States, 1817-1925 How can | access Archival OPFs?

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)
BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Please note: the following information, regarding access, pertains enly to records of former Federal civil servants whose
amployment ended before 1952, To access records of civil servants whose employment ended after 1951, click Official
Personnel Folders (OPF), Federal (non-archival) Holdings and Access.

Contains a listing of civilian, military
Need help? employees, officers, and agents of}
government

Includes Indian Agents, inspectors
Indian agents, and allotting agents

Main Page To look ”E.a" individual by name,
NARA Locations Archives Library and Information

Available at many

Research Our Records Individuals may access these records by:

= Visiting the NPRC Archival Research Room in St. Louis, MO (click on the Research Room link for
information on how to schedule an appointment.)

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Federal Depository Libraries
More information about

Native American Employees of the
Indian Affairs in the Official Registe

= Employing an independent researcher to examine the records on their behalf, or

= Submitting a written request for copies of the records (for a copy fee) via postal mail

Online Catalog

. . . -
Access to Archival How do | submit a written request for copies of records?

Datahases Rosters of Employees, 184
Presidential Libraries

Please identify the documents or information needed and explain the purpose of your request. Certain
basic information needed to locate civilian personnel records, includes:
Research in Person

» Includes information on Indian Agﬁ
superintendents, and other field o

« More information on Rosters of Ind « date of birth
Employees '

s full name used during Federal employment,

Free at the Archives

Plan your Research Visit = Social Security Number (if applicable),

Locate a Facility Near You = name and location of employing Federal agency,

= beginning and ending dates of Federal Service

Help Us Protect

ey - e .
the Records promotions, demotions, transfers, and

separation from service.
« Learn about accessing and obtaining copies of
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Ancestry.com Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 1933-1942

Fold3

HeritageQuest through From 1922 1942, the CCC hired thousands of young men to
ProQuest improve local infrastructure and participate in conservation
More Online Databases projects. Within the organization, the CCC operated a sub-
division that employed only American Indians—the Civilian
Conservation Corps - Indian Division (CCC-ID). The CCC
Get Started and CCC-ID were each responsible for maintaining records
related to their employees and projects.

| Want to...

Find a Topic

Order Copies !

Hire a Researcher CCC-ID banquet, 1939
Contact National Archives * CCC and CCC-ID records are kept and accessed Mational Archives ldentifier 285420
separately.

E:;:;g:r::y Starts * CCC "Individual Records” are available from the :{r;!ogue Articles about the

Here Mational Archives at St. Louis. Learn more about

_ these documents and make a request for copies. © Dangers in the Civilian Conservation
[ watch the o . Corps, Accident Reports, 19331942
id il CCC-ID records were maintained by the individual highlights the challenges faced by the

';—_'é*éf:;’{;?.‘:iff Bureau of Indian Affairs agencies overseeing the employees.

reservations where the work occurred. CCC-1D ©: Imto the Woods: The First Year of
records include personnel files, rosters, reports, and the Givilian Conservation Corps
lists of enrollees. Consult the Guide to Record discusses the early years of the CCC.
Group 75, Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
to determine the location of records of interest.

Locating the records:

Return to Researching American Indians Main Page =

EEW., POF files require the free Adobe Reader.
_/h More information on Adobe Acrobat PDF files is available on our Accessibility page.
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> Native American Heritage > Rosters of Indian Affairs Employees

Rosters of Indian Affairs Employees

Rosters of Indian Affairs employees list individuals who
worked for the Department of the Interior assisting in the
administration of reservations and agencies. The
information collected in the rosters varies by office
location, but can include name, gender, age, race,
marital status, position, previous occupation, birthplace,
residence, place of employment, dates of service, and
salary.

Rosters of Indian Affairs employees are available at
many National Archives facilities. Search our Online o ) o

) " " Irrigation Service employees, Flathead Irrigation
Catalog using the phrase "roster of employees” to locate Project. (National Archives Identifier 293353)
relevant records. Take note of the federal agency that
created the records and which National Archives office maintains the records. Using the Advanced
Search, you can restrict your results to a single Federal agency, record group, or archival facility. To
limit your search to Bureau of Indian records, input "75" into the record group field.

Examples of records available at the National Archives in Washington, DC

These records were maintained by the Headquarters of the Department of the Interior. The Employees
Section of the Bureau, known as the Appointments Section until 1911, had charge of matters relating
solely to field employees of the Bureau. For questions related to these materials contact
archivesireference@nara.gov.

= Rosters of Field Employees, 1848—-1950 (Entry 974).
National Archives Identifier: 2062287

= Roster of Superintendents and Agents, 1853-1963 (Entry 975).
Mational Archives ldentifier: 2062649

= Rosters of Field Officials, 1849-1911 (Entry 976).
National Archives Identifier: 2062670

Examples of records available at National Archives Field Offices

These records were created and maintained by individual agencies and reservations under the
Department of the Interior.

= Rosters of Employees, 1899-1922 (Created by Leech Lake Agency).

Ml dlo o o Aol o W A o ATEASAN
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Military Service Records
Discharge Papers, Official Military Personnel Files, and Pension Files

Military Service Records

From the earliest years of United States

history, American Indians have served in the

U.S. Armed Forces. Ever since General

George Washington noted the American

Indians' skills as scouts and light troops

during the Revolutionary War, they have

participated in every major conflict, including

both sides of the American Civil War. In

unique services such as U.S. Army Indian ; : ;

Scouts and the U.S. Army and Marine Corps  Apache scouts drilling with rifles. Fort Wingate, New Mexico
code talkers in both World Wars, American National Archives Identifier 530918

Indians have participated with distinction

throughout America’s military history. The service and pension records of these men and women can
be found at the National Archives.

Locating Service and Pension Records

= Prior to 1917: These records are located at the National Archives in Washington, DC, and can be
requested by fax or by mail.

= From WWI through today: These records are located at the National Personnel Records Center
in St. Louis, Missouri, by fax or by mail.

= Veterans, as well as their next of kin, can request service records online using the eVetRecs
system.

For more information visit the National Archives Veterans Service Records. NOTE: Many of the older
military records are digitized, indexed, and fully searchable on Ancestry.com and/or Fold3.com. Online
access to both of these websites is free at all National Archives research facilities.

Locating Other Military Records Related to American
Indians

The National Archives is also the home for military records
detailing the general activities of the U.S. Armed Forces in both
times of peace and war. Visit Research in Military Records for
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Main Page

Indian Scouts, Companies, and Code Talkers

From the earliest years of United States history, American Indians

Visit Military S I 1 S
List of BIA Schools have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, participating in every major R:“cor-:ilsl tjéy;eaenqwacl?om ° E n I Isted | n d Ian CO utS
Eastern Cherokee military conflict, including both sides of the American Civil War. They American Indians who
(Ba have filled unique roles as U.S. Army Indian scouts, as well as U.S served in the U.S. Armed

Army and Marine Corps Code Talkers in both World Wars. Relevant Forces. o I d I ( : m I
service and pension records, along with related correspondence n Ian O pan Ies
reports, and other documents, can be found at the National
Archives . .
« Hired Indian Scout

, Ired Indian SCouts
Army Indian Scouts
In 1866, one year after the Civil War ended, Congress authorized the b COd e Tal ke rS

President to enlist a limited number of American Indians as U S Army Enlisted Indian Scouts
scouts. Army commanders also hired American Indians as civilian

scouts, often for short expeditions lasting only a few weeks. Whether Hired Indian Scouts
enlisted or hired, hundreds of Indian scouts served from the 1860s until
T

B Ourlitecniis 1947, when the last one retired. Contact the Oklahoma Historica
Society to ask for information related records about Indian scouts who

Main Page .
served in Oklahoma.

NARA Locations

Search Online Army Indian Companies

Online Research Tools and
Aids

In the 1890s, some American Indians served in short-lived Indian
companies attached to Regular Army infantry and cavalry regiments.

s The members of these companies often acted as scouts for their

presidential Libraries regiments, operating separately from the enlisted and hired Indian scouts.

Research in Person

Code Talkers

During World Wars | and Il, American Indians joined the
U.S. Armed Forces, where many used their traditional
languages to encrypt military communications I

The first Code Talkers were Choctaw soldiers serving
overseas with the Army during World War |, playing an
important role in several Allied victories

During World War II, the Army recruited even more
Code Talkers. Individuals from Comanche, Choctaw
Hopi, Cherokee, and other tribes served with the Army
Bl while the U.S. Marine Corps established a formal Code
emocracy Starts
Here Talking School for the Navajo tribe

A Note About Privacy Restrictions

Some documents may contain personal information and as such they might be restricted under Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Exemption (b)(6). These records must be screened by National Archives staff before
being released to researchers. Personal information may be redacted

Contact National Archives

Return to Researching American Indians Main Page »
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Enlisted Indian Scouts
Enlistment Papers

The Army Reorganization Act of 1866 authorized the President to
"enlist and employ in the Territories and Indian country a force of
Indians not to exceed one thousand to act as scouts, who shall receive
the pay and allowances of cavalry soldiers, and be discharged. . at the
discretion of the department commander "

More on Enlisted

Scouts typically enlisted for three to six months at a time, although many
served multiple terms such as Arapaho Chief Sharp Nose, who enlisted
20 times between 1876 and 1890. Enlisted Indian scouts served during
the late ningteenth century, and continued until 1947, when the last scout
retired.

Please note, these records have not yet been digitized. Contact the
National Archives at Washington, DC for more information about these
records.

Index to Enlistment Papers, Indian Scouts, 1866-1914

Sharp Mose, noted Chief of
This index provides the individual's enlistment number(s), which is used to = Arapahoes. ca. 1881 -ca.

1885
National Archives Identifier:
533045

locate the subsequent enlistment paper(s). The records are arranged in
four parts, based on the geographical area in which they served:

* Arizona, 1866-1914
* Indian Territory and Oklahoma, no date

= New Mexico, 1866-1874
+ Northern [Plains, e.g. Dakota, Nebraska, Wyoming], 1874-1914

i SVATES gp
R
L 3

The index lists scouts alphabetically by name and provides the enlistment
number. If he enlisted multiple times, he will have multiple enlistment
numbers. Visit our Online Catalog for the full archival records description
and contact information: National Archives |dentifier 593964.

Enlistment Papers, Indian Scouts, 1866-1914

Enlistment Papers of Bull
These documents are arranged by the initial letter of the scout’s surname, Eagle, 08/21/1874
and then numerically by enlistment number. The papers provide National Archives Identifier:
information, including: 394450

Slide 36 of 44



Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Hired Indian Scouts

American Indian Records

e % et Hired Indian Scouts
Feeere e Index to Scouts Mentioned in Reports
Reports of Persons and Articles Hired

Census Records

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State In addition to enlisting Indian scouts, the U.S. Army also hired them. Hired scouts were typically paid a
List of BIA Schools monthly wage and could be rehired after their contract expired.

Eastemn Cherokee o
(Baker and Guion Miller) Please note: these records have not yet been digitized.
Five Civilized Tribes
(Dawes)

Index to Scouts Mentioned in Reports of Persons and Articles Hired,
1861-1891

School Records

Employment Records

Military Service Records
Indian Scouts & Code The index provides the scout's name and file number. If a scout was hired Y R
Talkers . . . . See the "Lead the Way
for multiple contracts, he will have multiple file numbers. The file article in Prologue for
Tips for: i . ;
1ps D_r _ nL_meer(s} can be used o access the Reports _of Pers_ons and Articles more information on
Navigating RG 75 Hired, which include information about a scout’s service and pay. Enlisted Indian scouts.
K-12 Students
University Students
Meed help?

Wisit our Online Catalog for the full archival records description and
contact information: National Archives Identifier 656479, Information on Enlisted
Indian Scouts

Research Our Records Reports of Persons and Articles Hired, 1818-1905

Main Page
MNARA Locations

These records contain information on Army quartermasters who hired scouts, guides, interpreters, and
Search Online other individuals for specific jobs, including non-American Indians. For hired Indian scouts, the
information includes:

Online Research Tools and

Aids File numbers

Online Catalog Names

Access to Archival _
Databases Dates of their contracts

Presidential Libraries Salary

Research in Person = Locations where they were hired

Free at the Archives * Remarks

Plan your Research Visit A file number from the Index to Scouts Mentioned in Reports of Persons and Articles Hired is required
Locate a Facility Near You to search these records. Visit our Online Catalog for the full archival records description and contact
| Want fo.. information: National Archives |dentifier 656447
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Indian Companies
Records of U.S. Regular Army

Issued March 9, 1891, the War Department General Order No. 28
authorized the U S. Army to enlist American Indians to serve in = Visit Military Service
Indian companies within infantry and cavalry regiments. Collectively, Records 1o learn about

these companies often acted as scouts for their regiments. American Indians who
served in the U.S. Armed

Please note, these records have not yet been digitized. For more Farces.

information about these records contact the National Archives at Read the article "Lead the

Washington, DC. Way" from Prologue for more
information on Regular Army

Records Created by the U.S. Regular Army Mobile Indian companies.
Units

These records include descriptive books and muster rolls related to Indian companies. Descriptive
books contain lists of noncommissioned officers and those who were discharged or had died. They
can also show the individual's name, age, physical description, birthplace, enlistment date and
location, and payroll information.

Examples of these records:

= Descriptive Books for Companies A-C and F of Indian Scouts, 1872-1886
(National Archives Identifier: 3098724)
= Descriptive Lists for a Battalion Consisting of Companies A-D of Indian Scouts, 1882-18684
(National Archives Identifier: 3099478)
= Descriptive Rolls of Warm Spring and Chiricahua Indian Bands, 1884-1885
(National Archives ldentifier: 3103751)
= Descriptive Book for a Detachment of Seminole Indian Scouts, 1889-1893
(National Archives Identifier: 3103753)

Records Created by the War Department

Regular Army Muster Rolls, 1866-1912

The Regular Army muster rolls include Indian companies. These records provide the company's
locations during the reporting period, but also names of those individuals who had deserted, died, or
been discharged.

Knowing the state or territory in which a scout served, and preferably his company or military post, can
make the research process easier.
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Code Talkers

During World Wars | and 1I, the U.S. military needed to encrypt communications from enemy
intelligence. American Indians had the|r own languages and dialects that few outside their tribes

understood; =

wars, the Ar
Talkers. Rex
wartime con

World W:

Stationed in
Infantry Reg
At the time,
communicat

Leaders of t
regiment for
supervise a
tribal memb:
the Choctaw
Allied leadel

For the rem:
soldiers fron
Cheyenne, (
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When the U
remembere(
enlisted new
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Access to Archiva
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

| Want to...

Get Started

Find a Topic

Order Copies

Hire a Researcher
Contact National Archives

Learn why
Democracy Starts
Here
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enemy "could not decipher the
messages.”, 01/23/1919 - 01/231919
National Archives Identifier: 301642

World War Il

When the U.S. entered World War I, miltary leaders
remembered the success of the Choctaw Code Talkers and
enlisted new recruits from the Navajo, Kiowa, Hopi, Creek,
Seminole, and other tribes to encrypt messages for the Army and
Marine Corps.

Working with Navajo leaders, the Marine Corps initially recruited
29 Navajo men to train as Code Talkers in specially designed
courses. By the end of the war, the Marines had over 400 Navajo
men trained as Code Talkers, many of them serving in the Pacific
Theater. The Army had similar training programs for its Code
Talkers, who generally served in Europe and North Africa.

Photograph of NavaJo Indlan Code
Talkers Henry Bake and George Kirk,
12/1943

National Archives Identifier: 593415
Visit Military Service Records to learn more about American

Indians in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Explore documents and resources related to Code Talkers in World Wars | and Il

Subject Files and
Photographs

Military Service Records Prologue Article

Return to Indian Scouts and Code
Talkers Main Page

Return to Researching American
Indians Main Page =

Seminole, angomermoes o encryprmessages Tor e Ay ana

Marine Corps.

Working with Navajo leaders, the Marine Corps initially recruited

29 Navajo men to train as Code Talkers in speciall

designed

Slide 39 of 44



Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives

Home > Research Our Records > Native American Heritage > Code Talkers

American Indian Records

Main Page
Research Individua
Census Records

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Records (BIA)

BIA Records by State
List of BIA Schools

Eastern Cherokes
(Baker and Guion Miller)

Five Civilized Tribes
(Dawes)
School Records
Employment Records
Military Service Records

Indian Scouts & Code
Talkers

Tips for:
Mavigating RG 75
K-12 Students
University Students
Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
MARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools and
Aids

Online Catalog

Access to Archiva
Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

| Want to...

Get Started

Cind o Tonic

Session 4

Code Talkers

Subject Files and Photographs

Subject files and photographs capture the administration, management, and tasks related to or
involving Code Talkers during World War | and World War 1.

Subject Files

Subject Files typically compile records on a variety of topics into a

single record series, arranged alphabetically by subject heading.

"Code Talkers" is one of the many subject headings that could be found in this type of series. The
following are two examples.

"Navajo Code Talkers," Subject Files Relating to World War Il, c. 1920-1955

This file is part of a larger group of records from the Marine Corps. Visit our Online Catalog for the full
archival records description and contact information: National Archives Identifier 785109. These
records have not yet been digitized.

Use of American Indians as Communication Linguists, 1943-1944

This file is part of a larger group of records relating to intelligence. General topics include codes and
ciphers (allied, enemy, and neutral nations); signals equipment; history of intelligence activities; code
breaking by the allies; code breaking by the enemy; captured documents; military operations;
interrogations; and personalities. Visit our Online Catalog for the full archival description and contact
information: National Archives Identifier 2765793

Photographs

The National Archives holds photographs of Code
Talkers from World Wars | and Il, as well as later
memorial events.

Photographs of Navajo Indian "Code-Talkers"
in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1943-1948

These photographs originated with the U.S. Marine
Corps, but were compiled by the Defense Audiovisual

Slide 40 of 44



Include: ~

— Name -
— Contact information (phone and email address)

— Reference from the Online Catalog

* Be clear, be concise.

 Copy charges are assessed for reproductions

« Allow adequate time for staff to research and respond

* Note, some requests may need to be submitted in
writing
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Resource Pages

» Selected National Archives Record Groups Related to American
Indians: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/record-
groups.htmi

» Tips for Successful Searches, Navigating Record Group 75 and Online
Catalog: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips.html

« Tips and Tools for K-12 Teachers and Students:
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-for-k-12.html

« Tips and Tools for Undergraduate, Graduate, and Postgraduate
Researchers: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-
for-students.html
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Questions

* Ask using the Twitter tag:
#genfair2014

 Emall questions and comments about
the web site:

 Email questions about American
Indians to:

QOO
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