
National Archives Records 

Online at FamilySearch 

Among the most valued records for family history researchers are those housed at the National 

Archives. Many of these "national treasures" are available online, free of charge, at 

FamilySearch.org. This presentation will examine how to locate and search the NARA records 

available on the FamilySearch website. 

Carol Kostakos Petranek serves as a Co-Director of the Washington, D.C. Family History Center 

where she coordinates classes, conferences and community outreach projects. She volunteers at 

the National Archives in Washington, D.C. as a Citizen Archivist for the Civil War Widow's 

Pension Project and as a Genealogy Aide in the Research Room. Carol is the Volunteer 

Coordinator for the FamilySearch-Maryland Archives digitization project of Probate and Estate 

Records. Carol’s genealogy research focuses on her Greek ancestry, and she also helps her 

husband with his Czech and northern European research. Carol keeps a blog at 

SpartanRoots.wordpress.com and writes a monthly family history column, Turning Hearts, for 

Meridian Magazine online. She also writes personal and family histories, and is involved in 

several areas of community service. Carol and her husband, Gary, reside in Silver Spring, 

Maryland and are the parents of 4 children and 15 grandchildren. 
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