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Broke, But Not Out of Luck:

Exploring Bankruptcy Records for Genealogy Research

Jessica Hopkins

The U.S. has seen many economic “ups
and downs.” Rich and poor alike have
seen their finances crash, and have
been left with no option but
bankruptcy. Bankruptcy records contain
a wealth of details that can be found in

few, if any other place. These can

include items owned by an individual
or company as well as a listing of
whom they borrowed from. This class
will take a look at what bankruptcy
records are available, what type of
information can be found, and inform

on how to research the records.
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Jessica Hopkins is an archivist for the National Archives
at Kansas City. In this role, currently, she is helping
oversee, manage, and provide access to bankruptcy

records from courts throughout the United States.

Jessica is working towards a Master’s in Public History

at Arizona State University. Her B.A. is in History and

Jessica Hopkins

Secondary Education from William Jewell College.
Archivist
National Archives
at Kansas City
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Case 4457, In the Matter of Laugh-O-Gram Films
15 https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6997521
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Objectives

* Briefly describe Federal bankruptcy history
 Know what records are available

e Understand how to research the records




A ‘
Depression: Breadlines: long line of people waiting to be fed:
New York City, ca. 02/1932, National Archives Identifier 196499
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Economic
Ups and Downs

 As many as 47 recessions in the
United States since 1790.

e Causes include:
— War
— Natural Disasters
— Financial Bubbles
— Foreign Policy
— Domestic Policy


http://research.archives.gov/description/196499
http://research.archives.gov/description/196499

Government Authority

Congress has authority under Article |, Section 8§,
Clause 4 of the Constitution to legislate “uniform laws
on the subject of Bankruptcies.”

By 1900, four separate bankruptcy laws passed:

Bankruptcy Act of 1800 Bankruptcy Act of 1867

Bankruptcy Act of 1841 Bankruptcy Act of 1898



Bankruptcy Act of 1800

CAUSE . APPLICATION OF ACT:
* Panic of 1797 caused * Limited to merchants
Etljl:l)abr;s speculation * Involuntary Bankruptcies only
« Deflation from Bank * System abused by corruption and
of England favoritism
* Quasi-War with
France
EFFECT:

 Repealedin 1803

* Resulted in state operated bankruptcy
system in absence of Federal law

e 38 years without Federal bankruptcy law




Bankruptcy Act of 1841

APPLICATION OF THE ACT:

* Voluntary bankruptcy permitted

* Debtor could file for bankruptcy and
receive discharge of debt

* Any individual could be debtor

Session 10

EFFECTS:

* Creditors viewed law
as providing few
payments, and
discharging many
debtors

* Repealedin 1843




Bankruptcy Act of 1867
CAUSES:

 Recession of 1865-1867 followed economic devastation of
Civil War

* |nternational financial instability

APPLICATION OF ACT:

* Involuntary Bankruptcy for any individual
* Courts appointed registers in bankruptcy

<= — — ’ —

EFFECTS:

» Suffered from same problems as previous acts.
 Repealed in 1878.

© e




Bankruptcy Act of 1898

CAUSES:

e Panic of 1893 caused
by failure of Reading
Railroad

e Withdrawal of
European investments

APPLICATION OF THE LAW

* Individuals entitled to benefits of

voluntary bankruptcy
* Anyone owing $1,000 or more could
be adjudged an involuntary bankrupt

EFFECT:
Lasted until 1978

Session 10 12



General Contents of Case Files

Libels Defendant’s answers Schedule of debts

Motions Stipulations Lists of Names and
Addresses of creditors

Transcripts of testimony  Depositions Inventories of real and
personal property

Exhibits and evidence Reports Final decrees and
discharges

- Court Orders Claims Briefs
Petitions Arguments Opinions

Ty r— yo— = — ~—— -—

*Documents available per each case will vary.

y:




Bankruptcy Vocabulary

/Schedules: Detailed lists filed by the debtor along with the petitiom
showing the debtor's assets, liabilities, and other financial

information.

* Trustee: The representative of the bankruptcy estate who exercises
statutory powers, principally for the benefit of the unsecured
creditors, under the general supervision of the court...The trustee's
responsibilities include reviewing the debtor's petition and

schedules and bringing actions against creditors or the debtor to
recover property of the bankruptcy estate.

\ http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/bankruptcy-basics-glossary /
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EXAMPLES OF BANKRUPTCY
CASE FILES
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r n |

[
Manifolding Bankruptey Blanks, Act of 1898, Form 100, Published and Sold by Tom Chitwood, Wichita, Kansas. [ ' d ‘ r e dl to rS
Schedule A. (3.) nsecu‘ e
UNSECURED CREDITORS.
N. B.—When the name and residence (or either) of any drawer, maker, endorser or holder of any
bill or note, etc., are unknown, the fact must be stated, and also the name and residence of the last holder
known to the debtor. The debt to each creditor must be stated in full, and any claim by way of set off
stated in Schedule B.
T o - Amount |
List name, residence, occupation; amount; when and where contracted and consideration. of Debt
Dr. H. C. House, Arkansas City, Kansas, Dentist, November, 1927 ‘
at Arkansas City, Kansas, 2 (00
8. C. Baker, Arkansas City, Kansas, llechanic, Work on car,
January, 1932, at Arkansas City, Kansas, 12 |00
Fiteh Music Store, Arkansas City, Kansas, Radio Tubes and
Service, April, 1931, at Arkansas City, Kansas, 1 40
Peerless Grocery, Arkansas Clity, Kansas, Croceries since
January, 1930, at Afkansasg City, Kansas, 160 |00
Star Wetmore, 215 Rast Centrhl, Arkansas City, Kansas, Por
Rent, 1930-1931, at|Arkansas City, Kansgas, 45 |00
C. D. Mohler, R.R.f# 4 Arkanshs City ¥ongas Do: Oow  Jomue -
1932, at Arkansas City, Kansas, 13 |00
M. L. Bacastow, R 4 Arkgnsas City, Kansas, For Feed,
May, 1932, at Arkarsas City, Kansas, 12 60
ie Hammond, 1606 South First, Arkansas City, K nsas, for
Raleigh Products, April 15, 1932, at Arkansas City,Kes 7 60
June Fetrow, 417 Kast Washirgtom—riwress CIty, Lansas, 10T
Rent, 1929, at Arkansas City, Kansas, 15 00
Kansas Gas & Blectric Co., Arkansas City, Kensas, for Radio,
January, 1929, at Arkansas City, Kansas, 50 00
S. Bigger, Geuda Springs, Keansas, for lule, April, 1932, at
Geuda Springs, ngas, 3 100
Dr. L. M. Beatson, Arkansas City, Kansas, Doctor services, |
Dscember, 1928, at Arkansas City, Kansas 20 00 1
| L J
| 3 .
Dr. M. M. Miller, Arkansas (ity, Kansas, Doctor services,
January, 1928, Arkslnsas City, Kansas, 21 00 41
{ .
Dr. He M tricklen, Arkansals City, Kansas, Doctor services, ~ i 1 ¢
March, 1932, Arkanshs City, Kansas, 2 po ‘ (. 7 ' 4
4
(" Dr. V. L. Overstreet, Arkan S ——————— 7% ~
¢ September, 1931, Arkansas City, Kansas, 100 1 N N
Gambrill-Bryant Hardware Co.| Arkansas City, Kansas, Merchan- j7 = S
dise, check given, fune, 193°, Arkansas City, Kansas, 3 50 _/
A«A.Downing Hardware Co., Arfansas City, Kansas, Merche ndise,
April, 1931, Arkansgs City, Kansas, 3 b0 4
Total
/ / S 9 A
Note: Give street address whenever possible. A [/ ‘,/{ (A amic & _4J.._.L\‘L. =
If residence is unknown, that fact must be stated 7/ Petitioner.
A } 1
Dr. H. C. Hounse, Arkansas Oity, Eansag, Dentist, Fovemhar, 1098% 10
|

al arkangas Clty, Kansaz, £ 00



SPPLACATTION FOR RETECS 10X CF DURDEASCAUE
q I- tl f }IJJ\:ERT‘;'
. . Comes now Hazel K. Jones wrd respectiully shows bo the
Rejectlon Of ey
Burdensome vhat she is the triztes harein, and that s portion of the
vanurupt's sstate ccheists of the Following properiy:
Property 2 Jersey cowa, & to 6 Fears old, averege wh.l1000 1bs,with inerssnsi
1 red cow, & years old, wbt. 100U 1bs., with incraase,
1 Holsteir cow, 5 yessrs old, weight 1TCO lbs.,
1 Hdstein cow, & vemrrs cld, weight 1100 lbs.,
g lolstein cowe, 2 yeare old, av., wb. 900 Jba,, with iacranse,
H Tolstaln heiflerz, 1 and 2 jyrs. o0ld, av, wt, 700 lbs,with incrar;
3 whlte fape ana '] Holstelh esives, 11 montas old,
3 F'px'*uj and sumnmar ¢alves
L tlack pare, 7 years o0ld, wbt. 1650 1%s., nsmed slsczisg,
1 gray mere, 7 years o0ld, wbt. 1650 los., named Xencse,
1 5leck mara, 10 weers old, wht. 1500 ibe., naued Avis,
1 praw mars. 5 ycora old, wh., 1360 lbs., named Si=,
3 biagk fiily, 2 yeara old, wt, 108C lbs.,
1 black norse, 12 wesrs old, wt. 1500 1ba.,
1 blagk mars, £ yeara old, weight 890C 1bs.,
L black norse ceolu, 1 w¥ear old,
1 wide tire farm wazon,
&) 1 Peoria zrain deill,
\ et T.pd- Y1 TRy e e e vzl 1 @1 r T "
: '7 2 e g naruess, complete with collars
5. 1t - rick mower : 2
A L
‘,,——-' & /ﬁ 1 Jolln Leers punure spragdes,
ran vheei low wagon,
F 2\ /ﬁ- 1 1191. hee low wagon
" g ~T 11 e ! S=N 1) 19 R
4? 1 Llaeck ware, 7 yesars old, wi. 1830 lbs., aamed Blackise,
=
\ . o . P - - T 4 o e c 3 M
1 gray xmare, 7 wears old, wi. 1500 1b=., nazad lance,
9 - ARy - T ~ < ' T AN o= - 3
1 black mure, 10 yeara old, wt. 1500 lbs., namend aAvis,
e R e s v zro ! : ot oy
1 gray wmare, yeacrs old, wo. 1350 los., pamed Sis,
375 pr 41 8orse O rOWLNF WO9AG,
2/3 of 35 seres of growing oats,
/5 of 35 acres of growing corn, )
these growing crops telng vaised on Mgy Sec. 468, T. 256, K. 1 F.,
Sefi'wihh \,ont., Eansas.
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I¥ TIN DISTEIEE SOURT O (PIm TEITHD STANRS,

IN AND TCR IER DISTRICT OF COLURATO.

N WEE AMER OF THER PERITTON
O D, QLINNON COOE, BRQMTVER BOF

L1 OISTRICT i 1“,7? ,14' THEY 1 13 FAUERPPIDT,

Mo, EB66.

PECTTION & WIILIGH 7. QODY
TOR/SECCRY 0 EIM OF PERSONAL PROPERTY,

Comas now {Filliem ¥. Oody gnd reepecsTully represenbs ené shows to
the Gourt thet amems obher nrtislce of perusmal Droperby now 4n GhE pos-
‘BesBiom 0f Dewsy G, Hailey, 46 dreillary dsceiver hereln, 3o cerbein
praperty halongine to suld T11ldaw 7. Oody, dmdivituslly, to-wit: One
box soniaining ailver mourted saddle and hair bridle, and slso ove huck-
(Bkin enit, vegebher with other yw‘eiy personal effects ‘he&.em:lng te sald]
Bxd gele under emscution:

Wnarelere ani by rocson 9F all which petitionsr respectfally prays

donrt to meke end enter wn ardsr hezeim divecting end mthwﬁ.zﬁng The 24

Aneillery Receivar fo deldver said versonal property o pald Willism 7.
Gody,

S14TT LB COORALO, ¥
Gdty and fewnty o neﬁv&r. It

§illien ¥, gody, bednz duly éwern, on nush abubes bheb he in the pe-

“Hitioney shcove named; that ke hes read the sbovd mnil forasding petticn

and Inows the contents thorecTy and ket [he cape 3e trqe.

e i e i T e Tt e e

i3
Sworr to anl subscribed pefors ma trie /¥  dsy of awewss, 4.0, €1z,

EE witmeas my nand ard pobtarisl_gaal
Ny comminaion expiras m A
; L

-_fﬁfj.w./%;_uh_ =

Hotery 2ublig,

Comes now William ¥, Cody and respectfully represents snd shows to
the Court that smong other articles of psrsonal property now 1n the pos-
sesBion of Dewey ¢, Bailey, the incillery Recelver nersin, is oertsin
property belonging to said 7illis: 7. Cody, individuelly, to-wit: Oze

box conteining silver mounted saddle and hair bridle, and slsc one buek-

8kin suit, together with ofher purely personsl effects belomging to seid

Uilliem ¥, Uody; that said property above referred to is exempt from levy

&nd sale under oxecution:

Session 10 18
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Schedule A

Statement of all creditors who are to be paid in full, or to whom pri-

Back Taxes Due R v oitoncine 36,

X000 ¥0¥0 YO YOYO TOX0 YO YO X0 XOXYO YO YO X0 YOXOXO YO ¥( YO XOXOXO X0 X0 X0 X0X0X0X0XaX

(1) Taxes and dehis due and owing to the United States:
None None None.
(2) Taxes due and owing to the State of Nebraska, or Lo any County,
Metriet or Municipality thereof:
Personal taves due the County of Madison, Nebraska, as follows:

Personal taves due the County of Madison, Nebraska, as follows: [ = s e i

1395 -

----- ' }rﬂnu. to an amount rot exceeding
rm.u before filing the petiticn.

fone. None .
I

et o,
None, None.

lZ 4;5 ;%—ﬁf/f/&{. (Ll

© " Petittoner.

19



e

oy dimed Property claimed as exempt under Section 773
e o Compiled Laws of 1913 and smendments theretol
e ' 2 HOKESTEAD: 8% of tme SW} Sec.17,Twn.134,Rng.55, | -
Jotwariors. gise Rangom County, North Dakot@eccsusfsne 3500,00 r_ e m e a S e I e S
e thn r\t:\
:5‘5*‘3,, L FPictures, books and wearing apparel and olothing I
of debter and hig family, 50,00

Additional exemptiong ¢laimed under Sec. 773l
Oompiled Lawe of 1913 and amendments thereto

-

Hougehold goodg and utensilsg, 150400
& work horses, 600,00
9 milk cows, 270,00
1 yearling hetifer, 10,00
5 gpring calves, 15,00
2 brood gowe, 36,00

1,c¢orn binder, 1, Hayeg corn planter; 1 ,DeLgval
Oream gpparater; 2, John feers 1 row cultivators;
1, Viking fanning mill; 1, MeCormick Desring Fead
Grinder; 1, Grain drill HcCormick-Deering; sets

work marness, 1, Independent digc harrow; 1, f&g
gection Boge Harrow; 1, Deering Hay mower; 1;Mjnn
Hay rake; 1, Dene Hay stécker; 2, gang plowg; [L,
gtandard Wagon & box; 1, Standard wagon & rajck|, kislo0

One old Grain Beparetor, 25400

HOMESTEAD: 83 of the 8Wh Sec.17,Twp.134,Rng.55, |
Rangom (ounty, North Dakot@,...ss.... | 3500,00

Pioctures, books and wearing apparel and clothing |

of debtor and his family, £0L00 [

Additional exemptiong c¢laimed under Sec. 7731 | -
Compiled Laws of 1913 and amendmente thereto; !.__\( -
Hougehold goods and utensils, 150100 | : 4

6 work horeea, 600,00 l

9 milk cows, 270400 ‘ Q.

1 yearling heifer, i 10,00 | >

5 gpring culves, | 15,00

2 brood zowe, ' 30,00

1l,00rn binder, 1, Hayes corn planter; 1,DeLaval
Cream gpparaior; £, John @leere 1 row cultivatorg; i
1, Viking fanning mill; 1, MoCormick Deering Feed :
Grinder; 1, Grain drill McCormick-Deering; % setns | JFatp. 45065 ,00
work harness, 1, Independent dise harrow; 1, five ! Az 5
|
]

geotion Boge Harrow; 1, Deering Hay mower; 1,Klmml

Pesitloues.
Hay rTake; 1, Dane Hay stacker; 2, gang plowa; 1, s
Standard Wagon & box; 1, Standard wagon & rack, 415,00
One old Grain geparator, L 25399 1 gession 10



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF MI!

IN THE M

INC., A CORPORATION, BANKRUPT.

SCHEDULES OF THE BANIRUPT
FILED B

ESTERN

PETITIONING CREDITORS.

SCHEDULE A--Statement of all debts of Bankrupt.

1.

2

3.

“Schmeltz, Fred (including

vEmmert Chair Co., 2011

“Motion Picture News,

Creditors who are to be paid in full or to whom pi
secured by law,

None.

L
Creditors holding securities.

Fred Schmeltz, who holds morigage on three Cooper
lights to secure an indebtedness of

Creditors whose claims are unsecured.

Cash account--overdrawn

Cowles, Dr. J. V. Trustee, 1524 Grand Avenue
Disney, We Ee, U'nknown

Harmond, W. Py Webb City, !o.
Iling, Re Cy, n'thmn Bldge.
Kloepper, A, H. %M, J, Oldham, 535
Lyon, o Moy Unknovm

Pfeiffer, Vs J., Unlmown

Searritt Bldg.

$501.65 secured) 165th &
Alexander Ptg. Co., 3130 Iroost
Baer, L. J.=--rent people, Grand Avenue Temple Bld,

"Briggs Photo Supply, 916 Grand Avenue
“Browm-~FreusssSta. Co., 918 Grand Avenue
“Balthaser =Zlec.

C0., 1020 Zast 3lst
& Co., 226 Scarritt Pldg.
.ast 16th

Pupont, E. I.

xhibitors Trade Heview, lNew York City, N. Y.
Film Deily, New York City, N. Y.

Harmon, lugh, Wirthman Bldg.

Inter- uolleriate Press

vIwwerks, Ubbe #Leon (:reonebnum, 636 scarritt Bldg
“Ke Co Joux'nal, 2¢nd & Gillhem

K. Ce Paper liouse, 7th & May
Xe Ce Photographic Supply, 1010 Grand Avenue
e Co Power & Light Co., 1330 Grand Avenue
Ke C. Telephone Company, llth & Oek
Maxwell, Carman, Wirthman Bldg.

Me Lo Be Electric Co. 3839 Indiana

llew York City, N. Y.

e Y. Times, Yew Yorlke City, W. Y.

0la Mil1 Carbon & Ribbon Co., 1035 “yandotte
ﬁe}mclds, \letha, Unlmown

iicker, florris & ‘Iaiden, ‘estover Bldg.
Sehrorer Bros., 512 E, thh

DIVISIGN OF

S0URT,.

ATT%IR OF LAUGH=O-GRANM P"II'MS,; IN BANKRUPTCY # u”s fz "

VEKe Co

Example of

Cash account--overdrawn
Cowles, Dre. J. V. Trustee, 1524 Grand Avenue

" Disney, We Ee, Unknown

" Hammond, W. f.,
vising, Re Cy, | irthﬂan Bldge.
Kloepper, A, d. %, J. Oldhem, 535 Searritt Bldg.
Lyon, W, M., Unlmovm
Pfeiffer, Ve J¢, Unknown
“Schmeltz, Fred (including ©501.65 secured) 15th & Prospect
~Alexander Ptg. Co., 3130 Troost

~Baer, L. J.=--rent people, Grand Avenue Temple Bldg.
"Briggs Photo Supply, 916 Grand Avenue
“Browm-PreussSta, Co., 918 Grand Avenue

“Balthaser =lec. “o., 1020 East 31lst
vDupont, E. I. & Co., 225 Scarritt Bldg.

vErmert Chair Co., 2011 iast 16th

v-xhibitors Trade Review, New York City, N. Y.
“Film Daily, New York City, N. Y.
“Harmon, lHugh, Wirthman Bldg.

-Inter—”olleyiate Press

vIwwerks, Ubbe YLeon Greenebaum, 635 Scarritt Bldg.
vKe Ce Journal, 22nd & Gillham

K. C. Paper douse, 7th & May

e Ce Photographic Supply, 1010 Grand Avenue
Power & Light Co., 1330 Grand Avenue
Telephone Company, l1llth & Oek
fﬁxwell, Carman, Wirthman Bldg.

Me Lo Be Zlectric Co. 3839 Indiana

Motion Pieture News, llew York City, N. Y.
“Ne Yo Times, Wew York City, N. Y.

/01d 1ill Carbon & Ribbon Co., 1035 Wyandotte
Reynolds, Aletha, Unlkmown
“Hicker, ¢lorris & Malden, Vestover Bldg.
Sehrorer Bros., 512 E. 26th

Webb City, o

Ke Co

Bankruptcy Case File

Schedules of the Bankrupt Filled by
the Petitioning Creditors

2.00.

2604,88
2384,76
509,86
711.23
545,056
. 591.92
96.50
1358.70

13.50.

354499
16.68
4.10
20,55
4,79
2.00
104.09
48,50
579. 50
75.00
1003, 00
9.26
6.82
10.98
4,47
13,50
220,50
37.00
104,35
1.35
.60
142.00
21,16
77 .30

77 .30
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Looking for Indications

of Bankruptcy

* Newspaper articles
* Family lore

e Related court case

* Changes in property or location
¢ between census years

Session 10

AFPIDAVIT OF PUBLIOGATION

State of Missouri,)
188,
County of Jackson,)

\Notice of First Heolln' of Crtdllorb—fn
14 District Court of the United States for

i o 2 o jora Bov
AR of TAvEh-O-Gram  Fiis, Inc: = Mora Bovle | of Kansas City,
i‘,’,‘, ‘}';k,}.'.‘,lh“.“(;:z{,“_’,‘n"-l,,h‘n';é ‘E;cf_"‘g; Misson of lawful age,d being duly sworn, says
and aANicr aforesais, bankrupt:  Notlos that he isWgLec. Of AdW. of THE KANSAS CITY

Bt tvei ’?h:.; ?I:‘m:.dlgnglgﬁ;ﬁg ‘J_OURMAL,' z’: mor: newspaper published daily, THE
Rl runt: and At the sirst KANSAS CITY POST, 2 ftornnon newspaper published
Eo RN TRalag SR || dnily, 1B KANSAS CITQNAL-POST, o nevspaper
e U B K TOURIAL, = no “j' . e
et W R A g Vg o g s Th AL

Bct such other 6 i nd that
gaue Iult’:roh:tlﬂ ——— [is hereto

lhi l‘hl mfa(lﬂt
ursusnce
l:nun of the Lnll

Kansas City, llo

_thé said meeting is held at Kansas City

2 Nouoa of First Meeting of Creditors—Tn
gh‘ District Court of the United States for
the Western Division of the Western Dis-
trict of Missouri. In bankruptcy. In the
matter of Laugh-O-Gram Films, Inc.,
bankrupt. In bankruptcy. 'To the cred-
itou of Laugh-O-Gram Films, Inc,, of

Kansas City, in the county of Jackson,
la.nd district aforesaid, bankrupt: Notice
‘is hereby given that on the 80th day of
October A. D. 1923, the said Laugh-O-

Gram Films, Inc, was duly adjudi-|

gted bankrupt; and that the first
eeting of its creditors will be held at
room 300 Fidelity Trust Building, at Kan-
sas City, Missouri, on the 3rd day of De.
cember A, D. 1923, at ten o'clock in the
forenoon, at which time the said creditors

may attend, prove their claims, appoint aj

trustee, examine the bankrupt, and trans-
act such other business as may properly
come before said meeting; the said meet-

ing to be held at Kansas City, as the]

~meeting of creditors at Independepce, the
unty seat, would be manifestly incon-
venient for the parties in interest, and

‘pursuance of an order of the District
nrt ot the United States,
3 ELMER N, POWELL,
Referee in Bankruptcy.

as City

&lnus Clty, Mo., November 20th, 1923.

. —

2nd

that I
Jackson
erm ex-
BY-o

kson
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Researching Bankruptcy Records

Information needed to begin research:

Time Party
Frame Involved

Geographical
Area

Will require utilization of National Archives Catalog and paper-based finding aids

Session 10
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Finding Aid Created by the Courts — Part 1

Case Indexes

e Listing of all bankruptcy cases
or all cases tried by the court

* Direct and inverted indexes
* Indexes can be incomplete

F E )

Docket Books

Session 10

Contains brief notes stating
what action was taken that
day in court on a particular
case

Arranged by case number

24



Finding Aid Created by the Courts — Part 2

Journal and Minute Books

 Document day to day
proceedings

e Search by a particular date or
date range

* Locate case numbers

N -
N~ A
L / =
P— ) - W ~74
3 N /4
y /4
y/
- )

Session 10

Final Record Books

Compilation of case
proceedings

Contain information not found
in case files

25
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Locating Findings Aids and Case Files




Veterans Service Records Teachers' Resources QOur Locations

Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records > The National Archives Catalog

Mational Archives Catalog

About Mational Archives
Catalog

Using the National Archives
Catalog

Search Tips
Accessibility

Lifecycle Data
Requirements Guide

Contact Us
L)
) 4
Session 10

The National Archives Catalog

Search the online catalog and other National Archiives resources at once for
information about our records.

Search the National Archives Catalog

bankruptcy act of 1800 case files Search

Advanced Search =

We're excited to announce that the National Archives Catalog now:

* handles the increasing number of digital images that we're
making accessible online in weekly updates

= Uses a new search engine to improve searchability -— including
improved relevancy rankings and response times

= allows users to transcribe our records directly in the catalog

* indexes tags and transcriptions daily —— maximizing access all
around

http://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/

More improvements include:

= Updated user interface for search results
= optimized interface for mobile viewing
= improved tagging feature

We're also launching a public API that will allow users to use, re-use,
and contribute catalog data in ways that haven't happened beforel

TN TR

28



’ Terms to use:

Bankruptcy Act
e (Case Files

e Dockets

: * District Court
Search Tips: . State

* Will not yield specific cases
e Should include the state
* Provides a stepping stone for your research



Research Our Records

Veterans Service Records Teachers' Resources Our Locations

Shop Online

Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records > The National Archives Catalog

National Archives Catalog

Search Mational Archives
Catal

About National Archives
Catalog

Using the National i Cnives
Catzlog

Search Tips
Accessibility

Lifecycle Data
Requirements Guide

Contact Us

Session 10

News and Notices

The National Archives Catalog

Search the online catalog and other National Archives resources at once for
information about our records

= The National Archives
Catalog will be offline and
unavailable due to system
maintenance from Saturday,

Search the National Archives Catalog ' — f,fﬁ.ﬁ?;ﬁbgrpﬁ'éf fif";‘]e”

’ . maintenance is completed

prior to 6 PM ET, the system
will be brought back online
as soon as possible. We
apologize for any
inconvenience this causes.

"bankruptcy act” 1898 new york | Search |

Advanced Search % ; [

We're excited to announce that the National Archives Catalog now:

= Help us transcribe our records
in the National Archives Catzlog.
For more info, check out our

) ) o . Transcription Challenge page!

« handies the increasing number of digital images that we're

making accessible online in weekly updates
Most Requested

* uses a new search engine to improve searchability -— including

. L ’ h |
improved relevancy rankings and response times il

s Declaration of Independence

» allows users to transcribe our records directly in the catalog L of R
= Bill of Rights

« indexes tags and transcriptions daily — maximizing access all
around

More improvements include:

» updated user interface for search results
= optimized interface for mobile viewing
= improved tagging feature

We're also launching a public API that will allow users to use, re-use,
and contribute catalog data in ways that haven't happened beforel

Improvements in the Works

30



+ Refing By: Location National Archives: Archives.gov
! : . District Court for the Eastzm District of New York Bankruptcy Act of 1867 Case Files 11/3/2014 21 U.5. Distnet Court for the Eastern District of New York.
' NaElonaI Archives at College Park - Textua Bankruptcy Act ol 1B98 Case Files
Refererca (1)
National Archives at New Yo'k (5 Proleogue: Selected Articles
Nalional Archives &t Bstor (1) Naticnal Archives: Pralogue Magazine
Frenkir 0. Ropsavaitbrary (1) four in order to promote the efficient cischarge of new duties given them urdsr "thz Internal Reverue [Act], the Bureau of Freedmen and Refugees [Act], the general

~ Tefine By: Date Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1900 - 12/31/1944

- fnot The case files contain the petition for bankruptcy, various schedules, and relatec papers, including peiitions for discharge orders of reference, oroofs of publicetion and
Sl *g1gw:': avilable notices o ciedilors, rzporls by comimessione:'s, schedules conlainin ..

: 3 B online

| ContactUs | Swfistes | API

al Archives Catalog

ny 2 : Advanced Search

1—16 of 16 results in 097 seconds Show expanced search terms

Fighlght Results » | Sort v | 2 Share | Export | &

All Available Online ‘Web Pages Cocuments Images Videos
Refinz By: Data Source

Archives.gov (12}

Results oer page. 20 v

Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1901 - 12/31/1939

Archiva Cezcrplions with Digital Cbjects (10}

¢ i not The case files contain the petition for bankruptcy, various schedules, and relatec papers, including peitions for discharge orders of reference, proofs of publication and
Archiva Cescrpfions () aveilable notices to creditors, raports by commissioners, schedulss containin..
* Presidential Libraries (2} online

National Archives Identifier: 824545
Creataor: U 5 Cistrct Court for the Western District of New York 19C0-

T RaDs By Epibhok Basciption Bankruptey Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1898 - 12/31/1044

* File Unit (10) fnot The case files contain the petition for bankruptcy, various schedules, and relatec papers, including peiitions for discharge orders of reference, oroofs of publicetion and
* Sedies (6) avsilable natices to creditors, reports by comm ssione’s, sciedules containin ..
anline

National Archives Identifier: 524487

Creator: U 5. Distrct Court for the Northemn District of New York. 1314
w Refinz By: Type of Materials

: ) ) . .
tlan i National Archives website pages

~ Refinz By: File Format ;{'UW Zs}ﬁogﬁ s
o
- Patable Document File (PDF) (10} ational Archives: Archives.goy

Ulysses as an obscene import. 4 Bankruptey Records MARA's Notheast Region has custody of the records generated by the national bankruptey Acts of 1800, 1841,
SRS G 1867, and 1898, Exch

Federal Bankruptcy Case Files Records Relocation

Bankruptcy Act, ad 'an act to

National Archives ldentifier: 525182

83l 1A3a(7
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Search our G "bankmuptcy act” 1698 new york # i Login

1 - B.of 6 results in 0.17 seconds. Show expanded search t2rms Highlight Results v | scrtw | @sharz | Export | &

Refinements”  Lave of Description: Saries ©
+ Refine By: Data Source :

Acchival Cescriptions (6) Al Aveilable Online Web Pages Documents Images Videns Results psrpage: 20 v |
Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1901 - 12/31/1939
v Refine By: Level of Description not The case files contain the petition for bankruplcy, various schedules, ard related papers, incuding petitions for dischargs, orders of reference, proofs of pablication and
S2ries 610 available notices to craditors, reports by commissioners, schedules containin...

I National Archives Identifier: 524549
Creator: U.S. District Court for the Western District of New York. 1900-
» Refine B{ Type of Materials

Taxtial Racords (f) Bankruptcy Act of 1838 Case Files , 1/1/1898 - 12/31/1944
N not The case files contain the petition for bankrupley, various schedules, ard related papers, including petitions for dischargs, orders of reference, proofs of publication and
! ilabl notices 1o creditors, repotts by commissioners, schedules containin...
v Refine By; Location online National Archives Identifier: 524487
| Nafional Archivas at New York i5) o Creator: U.S. District Cour: for the Northern Disirict of New York. 1514-

National Archives at Boston (1)
Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1900 - 12/31/1944

not The case files cantain the pelition for bankruplcy, various schedules, ard related papers, including petitions for dischargs, orders of reference, proofs of publication and
e Rufiio By Date available notices o craditors, repots by commissioners, schedules containin..
b ioh 10 @ apilis National Archives Identifier: 825192
: Creator: U.S. District Court for tha Eastam District of New York. 1865-
1600 - 1699 (6}
750-1799 (6
P Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1899 - 12/31/1945
Moy @ not The case files contain the petition for bankruptcy, various schedules, ard related papers, including petitions for dischargz, orders of reference, proofs of pablication and
1810-1B19(6) available notices 1o craditors, repots by commissioners, schedules containin...
ieRarRie) anling National Archives Identifier: 824560
1830 -1839(8) —— Creator: U.S. District Court for tha Scuthern District of New York. 1814~
13401849 (5)
1850-1839 (5) Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files, 1398 - 1977
1880 - 1869 (6) not the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 1961-1977.
OO availsble National Archives Identifier: 56/A60 Local Identifier: RS-"A48
i I Creator: U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut. 1789-
Index to Bankruptcy Act of 1893 Case Files, 1898 - 1929
not This series consists of an indzx to bankruptcy cases initiated in the U S. District Court.
available National Archives Identifier: 6054673
4 cnling Creator: U.S. District Court for th2 Narthemn District of New York 1814-
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(1) Title and date

Q National Archives Identifier (number)
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Record Hierarchy a Index to Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files, 1898 - 1929

Record Group 21:
Records of District Courts of the United
States, 1685 - 2009

Series:
Index to Bankruptcy Act of 1898 Case
Files, 1898 - 1929

Tag
Add atag...

Enter new fags... @

Separate each tag with a comma; Use double quates for
phrases with commas; George Washington, "Washington.
D.C", General

Login | Policy | Meed Help?

AAThis Series contains records, some of which may not be available online_

To obtain a copy or viewthe records, please contact or visit the Mational Archives and Records Administration location(s) listed in the Contact information below.

Additional Information About this Series

e National Archives Identifier:
e Creator(s):

From:

Details

Scope & Content

6094623
.S, District Court for the Northern District of New York. 1814- (Most Recent)

Record Group 21: Records of District Courts of the United States, 1685 - 2009

This series consists of an index to bankruptcy cases initiated in the U.S. District Court.

Variant Control Numbers
Archived Copies

Copy 1:

Extent (Size):

e Contact(s):

Count:

Preservation-Reproduction-Reference

8 linear inches

Mational Archives at New York (RE-NY)
One Bowling Green, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10004

Phone: 212-401-1620

Fax: 212-401-1638

Email: newyork. archives@nara.gov

4 Volume, Ledger Size

Session 10
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Detailed Description — Top Section

Saarch our catalog

«Rstar e S2arch Resulls

Record Hlerarchy

Recorc Growp 21:
Recivids af Dshic. Coanls ol ha il Slales 1685
- 20

pliy Al ol TAIR Tass Sies 1(1A01

sath tag wih 2 com

Legin

Paley | Moed kelg?

cankrupicy act 1898 new york

Eankruptcy Act of 1898 Case Files , 1/1/1901 - 12/31/1939

A Thic Series containg recorts, some of which may net be svailatles culine.

Record | prev 7 Mewt £ Snere | Bwoort

Ta ablair & copy orviewthe recorcs, please cortact or visizthe Navicnal Acaivsz and Records Adwon siraton ocatoish lised intre Cortact informatior be'ow,

Additional Informetion About this Serizs

Mational Archives |dentiticr:

Crestor|s):

From:

Detzils

Levzl of Description:
Typels) of Archival Materials:
Thz creator compiled or maintained the series between:

Function and Use:

Amrangemcnt:

Accoss Restriction|s):

Use Restriction|s):

Finding Aid Type:

Subjects Represented in the Archival Material(s):

82404y

U8, Dstrizt Court for twe Westom Distrizt of Hew York. #1900 (Most Pecent)

Record Croup 21: Records of Distnict Tourts of the United Statea 1685 - 2100

Geriss

Textual Records

1111301 - 1211833

These files were created to contain the records of 2ll of the proceedings urdertaken in an ndividaal bankrupicy action under trve Dank-ustoy Actof 1050 The act created the
offices of reterec and tustae. Hoforees were 10 90 appointed by the court ard vastod with unsdictian to rmake an adjucicafizn of the bankuptey or ta diemiss the peitions, snd

o peafin s ity il dulies. exepl s b oppusition s o 6 o applielions fon ot o of dist s ge, s were o Tl by e a o cots of sospley T islses
wee te bo cposirted oy crod tars at treir first mecting.

Mmarged nurcrizaly by case narber.
Ln-estricted

Un-esticted

Container List

ban<ugtey
1=os)

Caze fles
Drders Cour)

Session 10

| a

35




"Dl IR dpILY
Debtor and creditor
Debts

Scope & Content

The case filee contain the petition for bankruptey. varicus schedules, and related papers. including petitions for cischarge, ovders of reference. procofs of publication and notices to creditors, reports by commissiorers, echedules containing inventores of banknipt
assets, appointments, declzratiors of discharge, final cetificates, and record of payment of costs.

Atypical fle may include ths following:

*Debtor's Petition

*Schedule A - Statement of All Debts of Bankruptcy

*Schedule A-1 - Stateent of all Creditors Who are to be Paid in Full
*Srhedule A-2 - Creditors Holding Sertirities

*Schedule A-3 - Creditors Whose Clairs are Unsecured
*Gehedule A4 - Liabilties on Notzs or Gills

*Schedule A-5 - Accommodation Paper

“Uath to Schedule A

*Schedule B - Statement of All Property

*Schedule B-1 - Real Estate

*Srhedule B-2 - Parsnnal Property

*Schedule B-3 - Choses in Action (Debts, stocks, insurance policies, unliquidated claims, deposits of money)
*Schedule B-4 - Croperty in Reversion

*Schedule B-5 - Property Claimed as exempted

*Schedule B-6 - Books, Deeds, etc. relating to Bankrupt's business
*QOath to Schedule B

*Summary of Debts and Assets

The files ray also contain various orders, pefitions, retums. decrees, warrants, writs and clher papers of the Court. These papers include the Order of Adjudication and Reference. Appointment and Acceptance of Trustee. Bond of Truslee, Petitior for Discharge.
Repert of Trustee and Reference on Discharge, Discharge of Bankrupt, Statement of Costs, Crder of Appointment of Trastce, Order Approving the Trustee's Bend, Order Aopreving Trustec's Repart of Exemetions, and Final Examination of the Barkrupt along with
varicus notices to creditors and certificates of mailing notices.

The files in this series represent enly a sampe of the cases filad in this court during this time pencd. Cases were screered for permanent value and disposed of or keot accordingly.

Variant Control Numbers

ARC |dentifier: 324545

Archived Copies

Copy 1: Preservation-Reproduction-Refererce

Fxtent (Size): 33 linear feet, £ linear inches

Session 10
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Additional Online Resources

 The Evolution of U.S. Bankruptcy Law by the United States Courts:

http://www.rib.uscourts.gov/newhome/docs/the_evelution_of
bankruptcy law.pdf

e Select bankruptcy records on microfilm from the Bankruptcy Act of
1800:

http://www.archives.gov/publications/microfilm-catalogs/fed-
courts/part-03.html

= * History of the Federal Judicial — Bankruptcy Courts:

http://www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf/page/courts_special_bank
.html

S < Y
\
e/ O\ 7
/ i\ 7/
y /4

Session 10 37



http://www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf/page/courts_special_bank
http://www.archives.gov/publications/microfilm-catalogs/fed
http://www.rib.uscourts.gov/newhome/docs/the_evelution_of

Questions???

* Email: kansascity.archives@nara.gov
* Phone: 816-268-8000

Session 10
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mailto:kansascity.archives@nara.gov
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NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Session 10

Presenter didn’t
get to your question?

You may email us at
inquire@nara.gov

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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