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The Best National Archives Records
Genealogists Aren’t Using

3



Objectives

 Explore underused 
collections of records of 
interest to genealogists 
held by the National 
Archives.

 Learn how to access 
these records to expand 
knowledge of your 
family.
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Reminders

 We have many records of interest to genealogists created 
by the Federal government.

 The vast majority of our original records have not been 
digitized.

 In most cases, our records are one-of-a-kind and cannot 
be found elsewhere.

 The examples used today will be from holdings at the 
National Archives at Kansas City, but many of the exact 
same type of records can be found at multiple locations 
of the National Archives. 
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Commonly Requested Genealogy Records

 Alien Case Files

 Naturalization Records

 Inmate Case Files

 Military Records
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Types of Records Not Often Used

 Relinquished, Rejected, or Canceled Land Entry Case 
Files

 Rural Rehabilitation Loan Case Files

 War Risk Insurance Court Case Files

 Veterans Home Case Files
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Why Aren’t These Records Used?
8

 Challenges to access – no indexes or indexes which 
only exist in paper form

 Not microfilmed or digitized – must be used in 
person in the research room

 Unknown to researchers



SERIALIZED LAND ENTRY 
CASE FILES THAT WERE 

CANCELED, 
RELINQUISHED, OR 

REJECTED 

Record Group 49, Records of the 
Bureau of Land Management
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Land Records - Background

 Successful homestead entry claim files are housed at 
the National Archives in Washington, DC. We can 
help researchers locate the information they need to 
make a request for the file which involves knowing 
the legal description to the land.

 The records we have here in Kansas City (and at 
some other NARA locations) are for those claims that 
were NOT successful.
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About the Records
11

 Consist of canceled and relinquished case files of 
land entries that progressed from an application to 
an allowed entry but were later canceled by the 
General Land Office (GLO), or relinquished by the 
entryman. Most of these date from the early 
twentieth century.

 Some files, especially contested claims, contain 
extensive testimony.



File Contents

 Original homestead application
 Correspondence
 Receipts
 Public notices
 In some cases naturalization paperwork
 In some cases, proof of military service
 Relinquishment papers
 Contest papers, depositions, investigative reports
 Rarely, photographs
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
14



Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
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Am I Likely to Find an Ancestor in these Records?
17

 Did your ancestor settle in the West? 

 Is there a chance they tried to obtain land under the 
Homestead Act (or other similar acts)?



Other NARA Locations with these Records
18

 National Archives at Denver

 National Archives at Riverside

 National Archives at San Francisco

 National Archives at Seattle



Links to Online Indexes for Kansas City Records
19

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
topeka.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
alliance.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
broken-bow.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
lincoln.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
north-platte.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
oneill.html

 http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-
valentine.html

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-topeka.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-alliance.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-broken-bow.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-lincoln.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-north-platte.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-oneill.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/land-entry-valentine.html


Digitization of These Files is Underway
20

 Family Search is in the Kansas City research room 
right now digitizing all of the case files we have in 
this series. The first portion are already online on 
their website at:

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2170637

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2170637


RURAL REHABILITATION LOAN 
CASE FILES

AND

FARM OWNERSHIP CASE FILES

21

Record Group 96, Records of the 
Farmers Home Administration



Background
22

 The Farmers Home Administration has operated 
under different names, but it began in 1935 with the 
mission of providing loans and grants to help farm 
families struggling under the weight of the Great 
Depression. The Administration’s chief tool was 
supervised credit programs that provided loans, 
grants, and financial and other guidance to help 
farmers become self-sufficient and to allow some 
tenant farmers to buy their own land. 



Rural Rehabilitation Loan Case Files

 This series consists of case files for paid-in-full rural 
rehabilitation loans. A typical case file contains a 
loan application, a loan agreement, a lease 
agreement, a mortgage, statements of accounts, 
receipts, a farm and home management plan, farm 
visit reports, and related correspondence. The farm 
and home management plans contain detailed 
information about the farm family's production, 
assets, income, expenses, and food consumption.
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William and Martha Mai – 1940 Census
24

 Living in Sharon Springs, Kansas



Sample Documents--
25



Sample Documents – Farm Visit Reports
26



Sample Documents – Farm Visit Reports cont.
27



Sample Documents – Personal Letter
28

 “The drought is growing 
more severe daily that it 
looks like another 
complete crop failure if 
conditions of this nature 
will continue.”

Respectfully yours,
Mrs. William Mai



Farm Ownership Case Files

 The Farm Ownership Case Files were created to 
document the loan process between the Rural 
Rehabilitation Division of the Farm Security 
Administration and small family farmers in rural areas. 
These loans allowed farm families to purchase and 
improve small farms under the Bankhead-Jones Farm 
Tenant Act of July 22, 1937. This act was one of the 
measures adopted to assist farmers under President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal. After meeting the 
qualifications, farmers could apply for a loan to purchase 
their farm. The farmers were required to develop and 
adhere to a farm management plan. The farm family's 
progress was evaluated during the loan period. 
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Farm Ownership Case Files, continued

 Each case file usually includes the following: loan 
application; appraisal reports and data concerning 
prospective borrower; option; loan agreement and 
variable payment agreement; loan analysis; 
mortgage and, occasionally, a warranty deed; 
certification by county committee; farm and home 
plans; title insurance policy; fire and property 
damage insurance policy; and certification of closing 
of tenant-purchase loan. Also included in some case 
files are subsidiary forms and correspondence 
relating to the processing of the loan.
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Sample Documents
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Sample documents
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Sample Documents
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Summary of Information Obtained
34

 Name, age, race, citizenship status
 Names of spouse and dependents
 Detailed information about livestock, farm 

equipment, tools owned
 Type of car owned
 Debts
 Education



Am I Likely to Find an Ancestor in These Records?
35

 Was your ancestor a farmer in the 1930s?

 Were they farming in the geographic area the records 
cover?

 If an index is available, does their name appear in 
the index?



Other NARA Locations with these Records
36

 National Archives at Atlanta
 National Archives at Boston
 National Archives at Chicago
 National Archives at Denver
 National Archives at Fort Worth
 National Archives at Philadelphia
 National Archives at Riverside
 National Archives at San Francisco
 National Archives at Seattle



Online Indexes Available
37

 For Kansas City records, see:

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-
aids/farm-ownership.html

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-
aids/farm-ownership-kansas.html

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/farm-ownership.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/farm-ownership-kansas.html


Online Indexes Available
38

 For Chicago records, see:

http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-
aids/farm-ownership-region2.html

http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-
aids/farm-ownership-region3.html

http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-aids/farm-ownership-region2.html
http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-aids/farm-ownership-region3.html


WAR RISK INSURANCE 
CASE FILES

39

Record Group 21, Records of the 
District Courts of the United States



Background
40

 During World War I, soldiers were offered War Risk 
insurance.  Men who purchased the insurance could 
later file claims for injuries and illnesses related to 
their war service.  In 1930, a law was passed giving 
potential claimants six years to file war risk claims.  
The law spurred many veterans to file claims 
beginning about 1931. 

 There were thousands of these lawsuits filed in every 
Federal court across the United States.



Records Available
41

 Case files for each U.S. District Court are arranged 
according to type and docket number (arranged 
chronologically by date). The typical place to find these 
cases is in series called “Law Case Files.” 

 Occasionally courts treated these cases as their own 
distinct series. For example:

U.S. District Court for the Southern (Springfield) 
Division of the Western District of Missouri. War 
Risk Insurance Case Files, 11/25/1933–10/03/1938 
(NAID 6802713)



Types of Documents/Information to Be Found
42

 Case papers filed include copies of journal entries, 
mandates, notices of appeal, judgments, motions, 
answers to complaints, verdicts, jury lists, petitions 
in action to recover war risk insurance benefits, and 
other papers relating to the proceedings.



Sample Documents – Albert Atchley
43



Sample Documents – Albert Atchley
44



Sample Documents – Albert Atchley
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Sample Documents – Carl Ellison 
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Sample Documents – Carl Ellison
47



Sample Documents – Carl Ellison
48



Summary of Information Obtained
49

 Case papers filed include copies of journal entries, 
mandates, notices of appeal, judgments, motions, 
answers to complaints, verdicts, jury lists, petitions 
in action to recover war risk insurance benefits, 
and other papers relating to the proceedings.



Am I Likely to Find an Ancestor in These Records?
50

 Did the person you are looking for serve during 
World War I?

 Did he suffer an injury or illness relating to his 
service?

 Was he still living in the early 1930s? 

 Might he have filed a claim for compensation?



How Can I Search These Records?
51

 Where was the person living during the 1930s? This 
will help you determine which court would have had 
jurisdiction over his case.

 Look in indexes or dockets to see if the person’s 
name appears.



Other NARA Locations with these Records
52

 All NARA locations that have RG 21, Records of the 
District Courts of the United States have these 
records.

 Court records research will often require a two step 
process: 
1. a search of dockets to find a case number 
2. retrieval of the case and looking at the case itself



SELECT CASE FILES FROM 
RECORDS OF THE NATIONAL 

HOME FOR DISABLED 
VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS

53

Record Group 15, Records of 
the Veterans Administration



Veterans Home Case Files

 U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers

 Established post Civil War – 1866

 Provide a place for disabled American soldiers and 
sailors to live

 Voluntary admission—could request home location

 Temporary and permanent stays
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About the Files

 Not every file was saved. 

 The case files contain application forms, roster cards, 
medical treatment reports, ward records, personal 
property inventories, transfers from other veteran's 
hospitals, and sometimes correspondence. 

 Occasionally there are documents relating to an 
individual's military service in the files. There is 
often information about pensions received and next 
of kin.
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
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Sample Documents
61



Sample Documents
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Summary of Information Obtained
63

 Soldier name, age, residence, birthplace, occupation, 
marital status

 Unit and rank, when and where enlisted, date and 
place of discharge, pension number

 Race, height, eye color, hair color
 Medical information
 Date of death, funeral arrangements, exact burial 

location
 Name(s) of next of kin



Am I Likely to Find an Ancestor in These Records?
64

 Did your ancestor serve in the military?

 Were they alive at the time the Soldiers Homes 
existed?

 Might they have needed the care such a facility 
provided?

 Does their name appear in our index?
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My Ancestor’s File Wasn’t Saved
66

 I know my ancestor was at a soldier’s home, but his 
name isn’t showing up in your index.

 The historical registers that were saved list all 
residents. They have been digitized and are online on 
Ancestry.com

 U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers, 1866–1938



Register Page for George Berry
67



Additional Resource
68

 http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2
004/spring/soldiers-home.html

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2004/spring/soldiers-home.html


Other NARA Locations with these Records
69

 National Archives at Atlanta

 National Archives at Boston

 National Archives at Denver

 National Archives at New York

 National Archives at Philadelphia 

 National Archives at Riverside



Online Indexes Available
70

 National Archives at Kansas City:

Records of the Leavenworth Soldiers Home, 
Leavenworth, KS

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-
aids/leavenworth-temp-files.html

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-
aids/leavenworth-sample-files.html

http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/leavenworth-temp-files.html
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/leavenworth-sample-files.html


Online Indexes Available
71

 National Archives at Chicago:

Records of the Danville Branch, Danville, IL
http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-
aids/veterans-danville.html

Records of the Marion Branch, Marion, IN
http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-
aids/veterans-marion.html

http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-aids/veterans-danville.html
http://www.archives.gov/chicago/finding-aids/veterans-marion.html


How Do I Get 
Access to 
Records?
If you plan to do 
research using our 
original records, we 
encourage you to 
contact the archives in 
advance — via email. 

We we can discuss your 
research with you and 
make sure that the 
records that you want 
are available. 

Please allow at least two 
business days for us to 
pull records that are not 
stored on-site.
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Email Addresses

Atlanta = atlanta.archives@nara.gov
Boston = boston.archives@nara.gov
Chicago = chicago.archives@nara.gov
Denver = denver.archives@nara.gov
Fort Worth = ftworth.archives@nara.gov
Kansas City = kansascity.archives@nara.gov
New York = newyork.archives@nara.gov
Philadelphia = philadelphia.archives@nara.gov
Riverside = riverside.archives@nara.gov
San Francisco = sanbruno.archives@nara.gov
Seattle = seattle.archives@nara.gov

73
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Presenter didn’t
get to your question?

You may email us at
inquire@nara.gov

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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