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Citizen Archivist!
Getting the most out of the National Archives Catalog
Suzanne Isaacs and Meredith Doviak

The National Archives offers many opportunities to participate in our online
Catalog through citizen archivist projects such as tagging, transcription, and citizen
scanning in our Innovation Hub. These projects help make content in our Catalog
more discoverable to researchers. We'll talk about how you can contribute to
these projects, how these contributions can help you and other users locate
records online, and how citizen scanning can benefit your research. We'll also
discuss genealogy resources available in the National Archives Catalog and how the

Catalog can help you jumpstart and refine your genealogical research.

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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Meredith Doviak

Meredith Doviak works to manage, build and grow the
community of users surrounding records and
information in our Catalog. She joined the National
Archives in 2009, first working in the Social Media
Branch in the Office of Innovation. Meredith was also
involved in the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)
project to create free and open access to the nation’s
cultural and scientific record. Meredith holds a Master of
Library Science Degree with a focus on Archival
Administration from the University of Maryland, and a

Bachelor of Arts from Gettysburg College.
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Suzanne Isaacs
Suzanne lsaacs works to manage, build and grow the
community of users surrounding records and information
in our Catalog. In previous positions with the National
Archives, she has worked in the Cartographic Section,
Special Media Division, National Archives Experience, and
the Office of Innovation. Before coming to us, she has also
been an Open Society Archives Western Fellow in
Budapest, Hungary; and an assistant curator at the Library
of American Broadcasting at the University of Maryland.
She holds a B.A. in American History and an M.L.S in

Archives from the University of Maryland.

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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You Too Can Be A Citizen Archivist!

Getting the most out of the
National Archives Catalog

Meredith Doviak and Suzanne Isaacs
Community Managers
National Archives Catalog




Hil We’re the Community Managers

We're first in line to help customers engage with
the Catalog.

We work to create an environment that
encourages communication and participation

with the records in our catalog.

We get records and information out to users.

We also take information in; developing a Meredith Doviak & Suzanne lIsaacs
feedback loop of awareness and engagement to
expand the audience for our holdings.
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Why are We Transcribing and Tagging?

e Make Access Happen — Expand access
through higher quality information

e Connect with Customers — Use
engagement to develop a community
with anyone interested in our records

] Qg »
cil ¢ searchable and aceessible.

eitizen-archivist/tag/
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Citizen Archivist Dashboard - National Archives

Citizen Archivist Dashboard
Home > Citizen Archivist Dashboard

@

One Day...

All of our records will be online.
You can help make it happen.

You can become a citizen archivist — just click one of the options
below to get started. You can also make suggestions ar volunteer in
person.
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www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/
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Transcription

Transcription Missions

Cuba

Photographs of U.S.
and Foreign Naval
Vessels, 1883 - 1972

National Forest
Photographs

™= |n honor of President

e Obama's historic visit to
Cuba, help us transcribe

"= historical records of US
I Cuba relations.

Innovation Hub

| ., Please help us by
transcribing information
o about each vessel that
is printed on the

photographs._

Letters from George
Washington

- Ve need your help
transcribing the typed
captions on these
images. This easy

transcription will help make these
images more available for
searching

Don't Leave Us
Hanging!
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Featured
Records

Featured Records

BT These are Compiled
.| Military Service

- Records, Pension Files,

P55 and Bounty Land files
all scanned by Citizen Archivists at
the Innovation Hub in Washington,
DC. Help transcribe records
scanned by citizens just like
yourself and be an integral pan of
the Archives team

Help transcribe records
: from General and

ESEEEY Washington.

Help complete these

: = records that have not

===== been fully transcnbed
=]

www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/transcribe/missions.html

Please help us work on these records. We will work to refresh this list as records are transcribed.

-

Journal of Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon. Transcribe this record.
Franklin D. Roosevelt to Winston Churchill, 9/11/1939. Transcribe this record.

Angelini Zenobio's Application for Permission to Depart from the United States. Transcribe this
record

National Security Action Memorandum No. 144 Assignment of Highest National Priority to the
APOLLO Manned Lunar Landing Program, 4/11/1962. Transcribe this record

Text of Knrushchev Message to Kennedy, 10/27/1962. Transcribe this record.

Eisenhower Press Release announcing Atoms for Peace policy, 12/8/1953. Transcribe this
record.

Decision, Loving v. Virginia, 6/12/1967. Transcribe this record

Letter from Jimmy Carter to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini Regarding the Release of the Iranian
Hostages, 11/6/1979. Transcribe this record.

Letter from Polish Citizens Club to U S. Government, 2/13/1924. Transcribe this record

Memo from Richard A. Hauser to Fred F. Fielding, re Congressman Markey's Letter tio NASA
Requesting Information on White House Connection with Launch of Shuttle Challenger,
2/28/1986. Transcribe this record.

Response to and Inquiry Letter from Mrs. Hellen Odle Regarding the Legality of Saluting the Flag.
Transcribe this record

Manual for Army Cooks, 9/19/1879. Transcribe this record.


www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/transcribe/missions.html

Tag Records

and Images
Tagging Missions
Documerica Maps Football
PhOtOgl’ﬂphS
Tag photographs of the Tag details and features Add tags to these

program sponsored by

the Environmental states, the Panama
Protection Agency to . Canal Zone, WWI

documenl subjects of environmental lremhes in France, US Civil War

in these maps of the US ) -_ photographs of football

games, players,
coaches and fans
(military, civilian and Presidents).

concern in America duning the battles and more

1970s.
Japanese Snow World War Il
Relocation - Posters
Minidoka

| Add tags to photographs

January snowstorms These posters were
of the Minidcka have us thinking about used to promote the war
Relocation Center [ snow and blizzards. Tag effort. help us tag
where Japanese- LS records about winter images in the pesters.
Americans were intemned from 1942-  storms and their aftermath.

45,

www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/missions.html
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£ Return to Search Results

Record Hierarchy

Record Group 59:

General Records of the
Department of State, 1763 -
2002

Series:
Letters Received, 1789 -
1906

File Unit:
July - August 1793

ltem:

Letter from George
Washington to
Henry Lee,
712111793

Tag
1793

Anthony Whiting
Benjamin Franklin Bache
George Washington
Governor Henry Lee

Meount Viernon

m Advanced Search

Results: € 20f739

Letter from George Washington to Henry Lee

-

>

= MENU
Login Register

| £3 Share | Export | &




Letter from George Washington to Henry Lee % Clogy

Qs aeo000E M (el o J5a)io]

Tag (5) Comment Transcribe

Login to Contribute
1793 |Anthony Whiting  George Washington | Henry Lee | Mount Vernon

s Share

Moed Help? |  Policy




Letter from George Washington to Henry Lee

Qe Q0 000 = ) [<< ][] mage of 5 [> ][>

Tag (5) Comment i . Jranscribe

Login to Contribute
Conftributors: Icahalan, jayvenute  (Last updated 4 months ago)

L7 Share
Philadelphia July 21, 1793

= Need Help? Polic
(Private) o | 4

Dear Sir,

| should have thanked you at an earlier period for your obliging letter of the 14th. Alt, or had it not come to my hands a day or two only before | set
out for Mount Vernon; and at a time when | was much hurried, and indeed very much perplexed with the disputed memorials and what not with

wihink tha Aasvarmmaant uaes aantarad i Aans Ar Athar AF s nahiilant raneranantatbiviae Af tha naiuaes Ak uuaer And kaasiina sinas s enboes ba lin Al




Letter from George Washington to Henry Lee

——

’346.

Q 8 Q0000 - [ mege | 1 | ors[3][]

Tag (5) Comment

Login to Contribute
Contributors: lcahalan, jayvenute  (Last updated 4 months ago)

-3 Share
Philadelphia July 21, 1793

- Need Help? Policy
(Private) l

Dear Sir,

| should have thanked you at an earlier period for your obliging letter of the 14th. Alt, or had it not come to my hands a day or two only before | set
out for Mount Vernon; and at a time when | was much hurried, and indeed very much perplexed with the disputed memorials and what not with

ikink Hha savarmeaant unea nantarnd i ana ar athar Af tha aabiilant ranracanbatinae Af tha cauaes At uine And haaniina sinas s saboen ta fthin aiks
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Record Hierarchy

Record Group 95:
Records of the Forest Service, 1870 -
2008

Series:
Historic Photographs, ca. 1880 - ca
1970

Item:
Photograph of Combination Snow
Plow and Rut Cutter, 3/1906

Photograph of Combination Snow Plow and Rut Cutter

Tag
1906

Lumter
photegraph
Tut cutter
sn4gl
snow plow

Trees

Comment
Add a comment

Login | Policy | Need Help?

1%

Tag
1906

Lumber
photograph
rut cutter
sn-g1
snow plow

Trees

Crer ne

mesulls. fof30 2

View/Add Confributions
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Additional Information About this Item

National Archives Identifier:

Local Identifier:

Creator(s):

From:

Details

Level of Description:

Type(s) of Archival Materials:

This item was produced or created:

The creator compiled or maintained the series between:
Access Restriction(s):

Use Restriction(s):

Subjects Represented in the Archival Material(s):

Scope & Content

Original caption: T144, R29, Cass County, Minn. Combination snow plow and rut cutter for keeping roads in repair being hauled behind sled train load of logs. Joseph Bisbon, contractor, operating the levers in the

foreground. Note the steam from the log hauler showing over.

2132484

51244

Department of Agriculture. Forest Service. Region 9 (Eastern Region). 1965- (Most Recent)

Department of Agriculture. Division of Forestry. 1881-7/1/1901 (Predecessor)

Series: Historic Photographs, ca. 1880 - ca. 1970
Record Group 95: Records of the Forest Service. 1870 - 2008

Item

Photographs and other Graphic Materials
3/1906

ca. 1880 - ca. 1970

Unrestricted

Unrestricted

Chippewa National Forest (Minn.)
Logaging
Timber management

Tag
1906

Lumber
photograph
rut cutter
sn-igl
snow plow

Trees
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Subscribe!

Blogs | Bookmark/share | Contact Us

Celebrities in the Archives! W3 NATIONAL ARCHIVES [Search Aechwesgor oo

Did you know the National Archives Catalog features many images of celebrities and Our Veterans Sen

other well-known people?

Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records > The National Archives Catalog

Subscribe to the Catalog
Newsletter

The National Archives Catalog

Search the online catalog and other National Archives resources at once for
information about our records.

Email Address

——

About National Archives

Lo Search the National Archives Catalog
Using the National Archives | Subscribe |
e Search
Search Tips Most Requested
Accessibility Advanced Search = + The Constitution
Lifecycle Data = Declaration of Independence
R ts Guid e
SaurEmEns Fuiee We're excited to announce that in the National Archives Catalog you = Bill of Rights
ContactUs can now
« Enjoy the updated homepage featuring background images from
Catalog records
= Add your comments on digitized records, descriptions, and
authority records
= Find what you need with a mare intuitive advanced search
= Efficiently browse search results with better “Next Page” link
placement
| , y . = Track your citizen archivist contributions with updated user
Our records document citizen's interactions with the federal government, including account pages
USO appearances, military records, immigration records, wvisits with the Presidents, « Add data from scanned records to your developer toolbox with
and more. Celebrities you'll find in our Catalog include movie stars, musicians, authors, increased API functionality

and athletes, often before they were famous!

How many of these well-known people can you identify 7


http://eepurl.com/bPzkCn

History Hub

A support community managed by the National Archives for researchers,
citizen historians, archival professionals, and open government advocates

& & & & & & &



Following in 4~ 1 stream

Leave this group

Overview Content  People Actions ~ About Share

AMUNITY MANAGER

JOIN THE OISC

ION

This group is a place for transcribers to mest each other. share tips/strategies,
find new challenges, and gef support for your work.

B How to volunteer to
transcribe?

Community Managers 9'
Mational Archives Catalog
Joined on Sep 22, 2016

| Follow 4~

Following 2 Followers: 3

FEATURED CONTENT

[ How To Log Into the National
Archives Catalog to
Transcribe Documents

Featured Records

m m

How to Tag Documents in
the National Archives
Catalog

[ Help Transcribe African
American Historv Records

ASK TRANSCRIBERS YOUR QUESTION

Ask it

Help Transcribe African American History
Records
3 weeks ago

How to volunteer to transcribe?
4 weeks ago

4 months ago

Help Transcribe War Dept Records, 1784-
1800

& months ago

B
7]
£ National Archives LGBTQ Editathon
B

Do you transcribe with music playing or

B silence?

& months ago

by Rozelle Trizuto 5;

by Suzanne Isaacs &

by Darren Cole I'I @

by Keith Donohue 5+ o

by Noah Walfe @

[ How should you transcribe a
draft?

B How can we access the ocr
text that is "behind the
scenes” of the digital objects
?

PCPULAR CONTENT

B How To Log Into the National
Archives Catalog to
Transcribe Documents

[B Help Transcribe African
American History Records

B How to volunteer fo
transcribe?




The Innovation Hub: Citizen Scanning Project

Researchers may use our scanners for FREE

Asking researchers to commit to scan at least
file unit worth of materials

Researchers can take home a copy of the
JPEGs and we will add a copy of the images to
the catalog

Researchers get credit in the catalog

New way of thinking and connecting to the
records

Unfortunately, the Hub is only located in the
National Archives Building in Washington, DC
(Archives 1) right now



Citizen Scanning Project - How Can this Benefit You?

Great for finding family history and information

Scanners are easy to use AND no need to
bring your own equipment

Immediately take home a copy of the images

Help others find their history with images added
online

This is a great new way to Make Access
Happen




Innovation Hub:
What Have We Done?

Since July 2015 (when we opened) through July
2016:

Pages Scanned: 69,276

Files Scanned: 3,073
Over 270 Individual Citizen Scanners

g

opt 15, I
Gort B2,




Contact us!

Suzanne Isaacs: suzanne.isaacs@nara.qov

Meredith Doviak: meredith.doviak@nara.qov

Women Lumberjacks Carrying Logs
at Turkey Pond, New Hampshire
National Archives Identifier:
6883309



mailto:meredith.doviak@nara.gov
mailto:suzanne.isaacs@nara.gov

Presenters didn’t
get to your question?

You may email us at
inquire@nara.gov

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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