
.... . 

[ 

~--~~~~~~~~~~~----~-~---~~~~~I - __j , __....... 


- - ..._.,_ ... - ....,..., ___ 
-··---~~---------



''schedules of Motor Trucking for Hire" 
might not sound very exciting at first, 
but they actually hold great promise to 

add some interesting background details to genealo
gists' research on thousands of male (and even some 
female) ancestors alive in 1935. 

NaJ:ional Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) microfilm publication M2068, 1935 Census 
ofBusiness: Schedules ofMotor Trucking for Hire (103 
rolls), contains four-page business census schedules 
that provide information on the fleet and finances of 
thousands of trucking companies, partnerships, and 
individual proprietorships. 

Yes, there are big companies with scores of trucks 
and employees. There are many small local moving 
companies. There are lots of instances of "one guy 
with a truck" who had a real job doing something 
else, but supplemented it with part-time trucking. 

Let's look at some examples, _all from roll 74, begin
ning with "one guy with a truck" and moving up to 
very large enterprises. 

Trucking Company Examples 

S. H. Johnson, Tilden Avenue, Chardon, Geauga 
County, Ohio, did local trucking as an individual 
proprietorship. His 1935 revenues were $400. He 
paid $80 in part-time payroll, and had $60 in other 
operating expenses. He owned one truck that was 
bet\y_een two and five years old, with a capacity 
between one and a half and five tons. Why did he 
earn so little in trucking? The enumerator, Hank 
Wallace, helpfully remarked that "this man uses his 
truck for his own use but has [hauls] material for 
Chardon Rubber Co. when called. No contract." 

Mike Zychowski, 1012 Fairfield Avenue, Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, was an individual propri
etorship doing local light hauling on jobs. During 
1935, he made $780 and had operating expenses of 
$172. He owned one truck that was between two 
and five years old, with a capacity between one and 
a half and five tons. 

Ray's Moving & Trucking, 1235 Hayden Avenue, 
East Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, was an 
individual proprietorship operated by Lena Sanders 
that did local trucking and warehousing of house
hold goods. Its 1935 revenues were $3,336. Total 
payroll was $2,008, and other operating expenses 

were $716. It employed two men every month 
in 1935, and during the week of 19-26 October 
1935, it paid them $45. It owned one truck that 
was between two and five years old, with a capacity 
between three-quarters and one and a half tons. 

Somewhat bigger was The F. W Zimmerman Mov
ing Co., 3400 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio, a corporation engaged in local truck
ing "operating under agreements with shippers over 
a definite period of time." Its 1935 revenues were 
$15,583. Total payroll was $7,972, ofwhich $5,692 
was paid to part-time employees. Its other operating 
expenses were $3,182. During the week of 18-24 
October 1935, its payroll consisted of one execu
tive (paid $25), one office or clerical employee (paid 
$15) , and three drivers and helpers (paid $67). Its 
monthly payroll fluctuated depending upon how 
~uch business it had; it added part-time employ
ees as needed. This is seen in its monthly employ
ment data: January (five employees), February (five) , 
March (five), April (five), May (three), June (seven), 
July (six), August (five), September (three), October 
(five), November (three), and December (seven). It 
owned eight trucks plus one semi-trailer (the details 
oftheir ages and capacities are reported on the sched
ule). The accuracy of the information was certified 
by F. A. Zimmerman, the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
corporation. 

And finally, a big far-flung concern was the Motor 
Express, Inc. (of Ohio), 806 Columbia Building, 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, a corporation 
primarily engaged in intrastate trucking "on substan
tially regular routes and schedules." Its 19 3 5 reve
nues were $1.6 million. Total payroll was $579,545, 
and its other operating expenses were $949,243. It 
employed 336 men and thirty women. During the 
month of October 1935, its payroll consisted of 
two executives (paid $600), thirty office and cleri
cal employees (paid $5,323) , 125 warehousing and 
platform employees (paid $20,918), 180 drivers and 
helpers (paid $24,044), thirteen mechanics (paid 
$1,336), and sixteen other employees (paid $1 ,697). 
Its monthly payroll fluctuated depending upon how 
much business it had: January (330), February 
(326), March (333), April (340), May (351), June 
(353), July (351), August (355) , September (365), 
October (366), November (371) , and December 
(373). It owned 69 truck tractors and 183 semi-trail
ers of various ages and capacities. In addition to its 
Cleveland office, Motor Express, Inc., had offices in 
Alliance, Conneaut, Elyria, Fremont, Kent, Lorain, 
Painesville, Ravenna, Salem, Willoughby, and 
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Youngstown, Ohio; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and 
Buffalo, New York. The schedule reports the street 
address, the number of employees, and total 1935 
payroll for each office. 

The Schaab Bros. Trucking, Inc., 1643 E. 40th 
Street, Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, a cor
poration owned by John and Frank Schaab, provides 
an' example in which a woman is specifically named. 
The accuracy of the information on its schedule was 
certified by Gertrude Schaab, Secretary of the cor
poration. 

How to Search and Use M2068 

So, how do you know to look in M2068 for some
one? 

Ifyour ancestor lived in a city, your research should 
certainly include reviewing city directories for infor
mation. City directories are like modern telephone 
books, except that there is normally no phone num
ber. Names are arranged alphabetically by surname, 
then by first name. Each person's address, occupa
tion, and, frequently, the person's employer's name 
are given. If the employer's name is noted, look up 
the employer in the city directory to learn more: 
its address, officers, and frequently also its line of 
business. If it was large enough, the business may 
even have an advertisement. City directories are usu
ally found in the public library of the city, and may 
also be available on microfilm in libraries with large 
genealogical research collections. 

There's probably no way to know if your ancestor 
happened to be "a guy with a truck." You'll just have 
to look and see. 

In general, it is a straightforward lookup. The records 
are generally arranged alphabetically by state, then 
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by county, then by political subdivision, and then by 
"company name," which could be a personal or com
pany name as demonstrated in the above examples. 
There are some exceptions to this general arrange
ment, however, that are reported in detail along 
with the complete M2068 roll list in "Nonpopu
lation Census Records: 1935 Census of Business 
Roll Lists" at http:llwww.archives.gov/research_room/ 
genealogy/census/ 1935_business_roll_lists_content. 
html on the NARA Web site. 

By the way, much of the financial data in M2068 
appears to have been "crossed out" by Census Bureau 
employees while they tabulated and processed the 
data, but you can still read it. In interpreting the 
wage data, remember that it is the total amount 
paid to all persons in that employment category. 
Divide the wages by the number of employees in 
that category for an approximate wage per person. 
Thus, dividing the $5,323 paid by Motor Express, 
Inc., by thirty (the number of office employees) will 
tell you that each earned approximately $17 4.43 per 
month. Undoubtedly some earned more, and some 
less, than that average amount. 

M2068 is available for public use in the National 
Archives Building, 700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington DC 20408 (facility information at http:!! 
ww.archives.gov/facilitiesldclarchives_l.html) and at 
NARA's Central Plains Region (Kansas City, MO), 
2312 East Bannister Road, Kansas City MO 64131
3011 (facility information at http://ww.archives. 
govlfacilities/molkansas_city.html). In addition, the 
Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
expects to have M2068 available by 1 March 2004 
(facility information at www.acpl.lib.in. us/locations. 

For instructions on how to purchase individual rolls 
of microfilm, see "How to Obtain Microfilm" at 
http://www.archives.gov/publications/how _to _order_ 
microfilm. html. 
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