
How many acres of wheat? How many cows? And 
Claire Kluskens 

Nonpopulation 
Census: 

Agriculture, Manufacturing, and Social Statistics 

more! Claire Kluskens describes the details you 

may learn about your ancestors' lives from the 

1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 census schedules of 

agriculture, industry, mortality, and social 

statistics, as well as the 1935 census of business. 
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
 

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair


 
 Washington, DC
 

Claire Kluskens 
Archivist
 

National Archives
 

Claire Kluskens is a genealogical projects archivist 

specializing in immigration, census, military, and 

other records of high genealogical value. She 

spearheaded the completion of more than 330 

National Archives microfilm publications, and 

now works on certain projects for the National 

Archives Catalog. She lectures frequently and has 

published extensively in national, state, and local 

genealogical publications. Claire has been a 

National Archives staff member since 1992 and 

has done genealogical research since 1976. 
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair 

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair


 

Counting Products and Problems 

Nonpopulation Census Records 

Claire Kluskens 
October 2016 



  

   
 

Nonpopulation Census Schedules 

 Mortality, 1850–1880, 1885 
 Agriculture, 1850–1880, 1885 
 Manufacturing / Industry, 1810, 1820, 1850–1880, 1885 
 Social Statistics, 1850–1870 
 Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes, 1880 
 1935 Census of Business 



  
  
  
  

 

 

 

Mortality 
Deaths during the year ended June 1, 1850 
Deaths during the year ended June 1, 1860 
Deaths during the year ended June 1, 1870 
Deaths during the year ended June 1, 1880 

June 1849 
July 1849 
August 1849 
September 1849 
October 1849 
November 1849 
December 1849 
January 1850 
February 1850 
March 1850 
April 1850 
May 1850 



   

         
    

 

  
    

 

       

 

Mortality 
May be the “only record” of death or existence of some people. 

--No death record or gravestone. 1860 Geauga County (Ohio) mortality 
schedule lists 52 persons for whom there is no gravestone or other record of burial 
in that county. 

--Only census record. 1860 Geauga County (Ohio) mortality schedule lists 58 
children born after the 1850 census whose only "census record" is the 1860 
mortality schedule. 

--May be the only record of existence for children who have no gravestone. 
Alternate record possibilities: 

Newspaper mention 
Baptismal records 



 

Mortality 
Ancestry.com databases 



Mortality 



   
 

 

Mortality, 1850, 1860, 1870 

Mortality (available online) 
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Mortality, 
1880 

1885: 
ONLY Colorado, 
Florida, Nebraska, 
Dakota Territory, 
New Mexico 
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Mortality, 1880
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Transferred from P. R. (Public Record) 
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Mortality, 1880
 



 

  

Mortality, 1880 

(1) Death occurred in this district, but family resided elsewhere 

(2) Death occurred outside district, but person resided here 

(3) “Remarks” 
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Mortality, 1880
 

“In the case reported on line 8, the cause of death was probably cancer of the stomach but was 
not deffinately [sic] determined even after a post mortem. In the case reported on line 9, cause of 
death was not known as there was no physician in attendance.” 



   
              
               

 
              

             

Agriculture 
 1850–1870 similar (but not identical) forms 
 1880 new form 
 1885 ONLY: Colorado, Florida, Nebraska, 

Dakota Territory, New Mexico 
 1917 Virgin Islands only 
 1920 Territories only 
 1930 Territories only 



Agriculture and Industry/Manufacturing on 
Ancestry 



Agriculture (1850) 
. 



  
 

Agriculture (1850, 1860, 1870) 
Forms are similar – but not identical 



   
  

 

 

Agriculture 
1880 

1885 
ONLY Colorado, Florida, 
Nebraska, Dakota Territory, 
and New Mexico. 

One page form 

Lots of new details 



    

 

Agriculture 
Land Acreage 

1850 & 1860 
Improved Land 
Unimproved Land 

1870 
Improved Land 
Unimproved Woodland 
Other Unimproved 



 

    
 

  

    

  
     

Agriculture 
Cash Value 

1850 – 1860 – 1870 
Farm 
Farming Implements and Machinery 
Livestock 
Orchard Products 
Produce of Market Gardens 
Home-made Manufactures 
Animals Slaughtered 

1870 (additions) 
Forest Products 
“All farm production, including betterments and additions to 
stock” 



 

 

 

Agriculture 
Number of Livestock 

1850 – 1860 – 1870 
Horses 
Asses and Mules 
Milch Cows 
Working Oxen 
Other Cattle 
Sheep 
Swine 



     
     

 

 

 

 
  

Agriculture 
Bushels 1850 – 1850 – 1870 Year ending June 1 

Wheat [1870: “spring” and “winter”] 
Rye 
Indian Corn 
Oats 
Peas and Beans 
Irish Potatoes 
Sweet Potatoes 
Barley 
Buckwheat 
Clover Seed 
(Other) Grass Seed 
Flaxseed 



  

 

      

Agriculture 
Pounds 1850 – 1860 – 1870 

Rice 
Tobacco 
Wool 
Butter 
Cheese 
Hops 
Flax 
Silk Cocoons 
Maple Sugar 
Beeswax and Honey [1860: separate columns; 1870: “wax”] 



    

    

Agriculture 
Bales 

1850 and 1860 
Number of 400-pound bales of ginned cotton 

1870 
Number of 450-pound bales of ginned cotton 



        

 

Agriculture 
Gallons 

1850 – 1860 
Wine 
Molasses [1860 addition: from what is molasses made] 

1870 
Wine 
Molasses 
Milk sold 



  

  

  

Agriculture 
Tons 

1850 
Hay 
Dew Rotted Hemp 
Water  Rotted Hemp 

1860 
Hay 
Dew Rotted Hemp 
Water  Rotted Hemp 
Other Prepared Hemp 

1870 
Hay 
Hemp 



     

Agriculture 
Hogsheads 

1850 – 1860 – 1870 

Number of 1,000-pound hogsheads of cane sugar 



   

 
 
 
 

One Man / Family Over Time 

1850, age 49 
1860, age 59 
1870, age 69 
1880, age 79 



 

 

Manufacturing, 1820 

Industry, 1850, 1860, 1870 

Manufacturing 1880, 1885 



 Manufactures, 
1820 



 Industry, 
1850 



 Industry, 
1860 



 Industry, 1860 



  Industry, 1870 



  Manufacturing, 1880 



 Manufacturing, 
1880 



 
 

Manufacturing, 
1880 



 
 

Manufacturing, 
1880 



  

Social Statistics 
1860 example 
Clarion, Bureau Co., 
Illinois 



 

Social Statistics 
1860 example 
Davis, Bureau Co., 
Illinois 



   

    

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(1) Insane 

Troy Twp., Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 



   

    

 
    

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(1) Insane 

Troy Twp., Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 

Page 6, Line 11 
Turner, Eunice. Troy, Geauga Co., Demented 



   

    

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(2) Idiots 

Troy Twp., Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 



   
 

 
 

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(3) Deaf-Mutes 

P
arkm

an Tw
p., G

eauga C
o., O

hio, T1159, R
oll 99 



   

   

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(4) Blind 

Parkman Twp., Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 



   
 

  

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(5) Homeless Children 

Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 



   
 

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 
(6) Inhabitants in Prison 



 
 

 
 

  
 

Defective, Dependent 
& Delinquent 
Classes (1880) 

(7) “Pauper and 
Indigent Inhabitants 
in Institutions, Poor-
Houses or Asylums, 
or Boarded at Public 
Expense in Private 
Houses” 



   

    

Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 

Geauga County Infirmary, Claridon, Geauga Co., Ohio, T1159, Roll 99 



  
 

  
  

 
 

Defective, Dependent & 
Delinquent Classes 
(1880) 

(7) “Pauper and Indigent 
Inhabitants in Institutions, 
Poor-Houses or Asylums, or 
Boarded at Public Expense 
in Private Houses 

Same people on population 
schedule 



   Defective, Dependent & Delinquent Classes (1880) 



 

     
      
   
      
      
      

       

1935 Census of Business 

M1797. Schedules of Advertising Agencies (1 roll) 
M2066. Schedules of Banking and Financial Institutions (31 rolls) 
M2067. Schedules of Miscellaneous Enterprises (43 rolls) 
M2068. Schedules of Motor Trucking for Hire (103 rolls) 
M2069. Schedules of Public Warehousing (6 rolls) 
M2070. Schedules of Radio Broadcasting Stations (1 roll) 

Generally arranged by state, then by county, then by locality 



 

   

  

1935 Census of 
Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 

2 page form 



 
 

   

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 



 
 

   

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 



 
 

   

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 



 
 

   

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 



 
 

   

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Miscellaneous 
Enterprises (43 rolls) 



 
 

   
 

 

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Motor Trucking for Hire 
(103 rolls) 

Page 1 of 4 pages 



 
 

   
 

 

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Motor Trucking for Hire 
(103 rolls) 

Page 2 of 4 pages 



 
 

   
 

 

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Motor Trucking for Hire 
(103 rolls) 

Page 3 of 4 pages 



 
 

   
 

 

1935 Census 
of Business 

M2067. Schedules of 
Motor Trucking for Hire 
(103 rolls) 

Page 4 of 4 pages 



 

  
  

 

History of Census 
-- Forms Used 
-- Questions Asked 
-- Instructions to Enumerators 

Carol Wright, The History and Growth of the United 
States Census, 1790–1890 (1900; repr. 1966) 

Online at 
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/wright-hunt.pdf 

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/wright-hunt.pdf


 

Presenter didn’t
 
get to your question?
 

You may email us at
 
inquire@nara.gov
 

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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