The Iwo Jima Flag Raisers

Chaos, Controversy and World War Il
U.S. Marine Corps Personnel Records

Bryan McGraw

The personnel named in the historic Rosenthal
photo of the flag raising on Iwo Jima were
recently corrected by the U.S. Marine Corps
(USMC). From their official military personnel
files (OMPFs) of the USMC, Bryan McGraw will
provide an overview of the events associated
with the flag raising, and what types of material
can be found in a USMC OMPF of this period.
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for and oversees the day-to-day operations of five federal archives,
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Mr. McGraw has served in various positions in civilian and military

organizations, and received numerous awards and decorations

throughout his career. Mr. McGraw’s education includes a B.S.
Bryan McGraw degree from Southeast Missouri State University, M.P.A. from the
Access Coordinator University of Oklahoma, and a Ph.D. (all but the dissertation) in
St. Louis and Midwest Public Policy from Saint Louis University. He is also a Senior Fellow
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Battle for Ilwo Jima

» “Operation Detachment™ (invasion of lwo Jima) lasted from February 19, 1945
to March 26, 1945

e Goal was to capture island and its 3 airfields to protect US forces in the region & acquire a
location to support air operations against mainland Japan
» |sland only 4-2/3 miles long and 2-1/2 miles wide

e ~ 70,000 U.S. Marines from 3", 4t 5t Marine Divisions and 147t Infantry
Regiment along with units from 7t Air Force & Navy’s 5t Fleet opposed
~21,000 Dug in Japanese of the 109t Imperial Japanese Army

e Most intense fighting up to that point in the war
« U.S. suffered nearly 7,000 Killed In Action (KIA) & over 19,000 wounded
« Japanese lost all but 216 which were taken prisoner
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Battle for Iwo Jima e
(continued)

* Map showing terrain, airstrips and known
Japanese defenses prior to the invasion

e Mt. Suribachi is on the extreme southern end
of the island

* The island was bombarded by air & naval
forces for over 70 days prior to the invasion
to ““soften it up”

» Most Japanese forces were secure in caves
and fortifications underground




National Archives Identifier: 32607059

Creator(s): Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations. 9/18/1947- (Most Recent)
Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Office of the Chief
of Naval Operations. Office of Naval Records and Library. 9/1947—
3/10/1949 (Predecessor)

From: File Unit: U.S. Marine Corps Iwo Jima Operation, Volume 1,
1945 - 1945

Series: World War Il Navy Command Files , 1942-1967

Record Group 38: Records of the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, 1875-2006

National Archives ldentifier: 532542

Local Identifier: 127-N-110104
Creator(s): Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. U.S.
Marine Corps. 9/18/1947- (Most Recent)

From: Series: General Photograph File of the U.S. Marine Corps,
1927-1981
Record Group 127: Records of the U.S. Marine Corps, 1775 - dog



National Archives Identifier: 32607224 Container
Identifier: 71 HMS Entry Number(s): UD-11W 42, UD-
11W 41

Creators: Department of Defense. Department of the
Navy. Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. Office of
Naval Records and Library. 9/1947-3/10/1949;
Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations. 9/18/1947

National Archives ldentifier: 32607314 Container

Identifier: 71 HMS Entry Number(s): UD-11W 42, UD-11W
41

Creators: Department of Defense. Department of the
Navy. Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. Office of
Naval Records and Library. 9/1947-3/10/1949;
Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations. 9/18/1947



The Flag Raising

National Archives Identifier: 520748
Local Identifier: 1221
Creator(s): Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Naval Photographic Center. (12/1/1959 - ca. 1998) (Most Recent)

From: Series: General Photographic File of the Department of Navy, 1943-1958
Record Group 80: General Records of the Department of the Navy, 1804-1983
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Flag Raising: Who Raised the Flag?

* There were actually two separate flag raisings:
e 1020 hours on 23 February 1945 - a small 54 x 28 U.S. flag by members of the 3"
platoon, E Company, 2"d Battalion, 28t Marine Regiment, 5t Marine Division
» 1Lt Harold Schrier, Sgt. Henry Hansen, Cpl. Charles Lindberg, PFCs Louis Charlo and James
Michels
» Photographed by Sgt. Louis Lowery, Leatherneck magazine
» Battalion commander ordered a second flag raising as the first flag was too small
e Second and most famous flag raising occurred shortly thereafter by a different group of
Marines from same unit, hoisting a 96” x 54 flag they had obtained from a Landing
Ship, Tank (LST) anchored off-shore

» Cpl. Harlon Block, Navy Pharmacist’s Mate John Bradley, Cpl. Rene Gagnon, PFC Franklin
Sousley, Sgt. Michael Strank & Cpl. Ira Hayes

» Photo taken by AP Photographer Joseph Rosenthal

» Went on to become most iconic photo in World War Il & source for USMC Monument in
Arlington
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But...

* By 1947 controversy and guestions began to emerge as to who was really in this
iconic photo

* For decades the Pentagon, U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Government officials
refuted any challenges to the true identify of the individuals in the photograph

e In 2013, amateur historian Eric Krelle, along with his friend Stephen Foley,
began in-depth research into this photograph

» Foley was recovering from surgery and read in-depth about Iwo Jima & scrutinized the
photos

 USN Corpsman John Bradley was clearly seen in first, less-famous photo but didn’t look like the
individual in the second, most famous photograph

* Led to publication in 2014 that Bradley was not in the photo
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Flag Raising Controversy

» After widespread media coverage of the photo error claims, Commandant of the USMC
established a review panel to determine - once and for all - who was in the photo

* Findings showed, John Bradley, was in first flag raising photo but not in the second

« USMC also investigated the first flag raising photo again and discovered additional
errors.
» PFC Louis Charlo & PFC James Michels were not among the men in the first flag raising
» Charlo was part of a reconnaissance team & Michels was part of a security detail for the first flag
raising
» First flag raising included: 1Lt Harold Schrier, Plt. Sgt. Ernest Thomas, Sgt. Henry Hansen, Cpl.
Charles Lindberg, Pharmacist Mate 2"d Class John Bradley & Pvt. Philip Ward

* (Updated on August 24, 2016, on www.marines.mil/news/press-releases)
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First Flag Raising
Photo
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Bradley;
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Omaha World-Herald, New

MyStery Arises From Iconic lwo In a photo taken after the famous flag-raising, John Bradley, left, wears cuffed pants, with
Jima Image’ 11/23/2014 leggings and boots visible. Contrast those with the pants worn by the figure said to be Bradley
in the famous Joe Rosenthal photo.




PFC Harold Schultz

Joe Rosenthal's famous photo of the second flag raising on Mount Suribachi. On Feb. 23, 1945, in the
middle of one of the fiercest battles of World War I, a group of U.S. Marines carried a flag up the highest
peak on the Pacific island of lwo Jima and planted it there. Since 1947, the Marine Corps has attached
six names to the famous flag-raising photo taken that day. And it says the case is closed.

Pfc. Harold Schultz

Source:
www. marines.mil/news/news-display
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Flag Raising Controversy

at, John Bradley, was in fact
- ’ ’
oe Rosenthal

// the photo in place of Bradley

e Gagnon, PFC Ira Hayes, PFC Harold Schultz,
eI Strank

//// e of these records and see what they
/ Ic & genealogical perspective




The Flag Raisers

HAYES, Irs H,
7 Enl 26Aug48,
Z Taken 2S5ep42,

John Brédléy

Harlon Block

BLOCK, Harlen H,

Ira Hayes

Harold Schultz

Michael Strank




N. M. C. 523—A&L
CONSENT OF PARENTS OR GUARDIAN TO ENLISTMENT OF A MINOR IN
THE MARINE CORPS

eeeeand MNancy. W, Hayes

regidingim . Bapchule , County of —________Pinal
and State of_______________ Arizona. .. .. S S e e , do freely consent to the enlistment

aeeaeammmmmmememee—r in the United States Marine Corps as a
PRIVATE,UED serve - unless sooner discharged, subject to all the requirements snd lawful
commands of the officers who may, from time to time, be placed over him; do hereby relinquish all elaim to
his service, and to any wages or compensation for the same, and do hereby certify that he was born
in_BFenton. Spligonp - e oo .o onthe - 28%h . dayof _January ..

1923

we are the parents 2

And*{}‘gﬁ] do solemnly swear (or affirm) that Az, bmm%g&m %ﬁm of the said

Lanxcthe degally appoimted guardianc

= H-AZE&".,._....“.....,.,,, that he has no other legal guardian, and that he has never
in quJ

Appress (with streét and number)

-and

=, residents of BAPCHULE--~--m--re-enecm—___ in the county of

.., and State of ... ARLZONA ~..~..~, cach of whom is well known

to meas a credible person, and made oath that the foregoing statement is correct and true, and signed the

same in my presence this . 25%th. __ day of __AUGUST -

iy Cemmission xpires April 20, 1946 NOTARY PUBLIC
*Btrike out words which do not apply. e e i

Parental Consent for
Enlistment Form

lIra Hayes was a minor and
required the consent of his
parents to enlist in the Marine
Corps

e He enlisted in the Reserves
of the USMC but was
activated for the war



N.M.C. 321: AT (Rev. 1942)

Serial No..... 808276 =
USHCR, "8S=Class III(c)"

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

2 ds
.....Rene Arthur GAGHON desiring 1o} eglist in the
(first name) (middle name, if any) p]fﬁxgmg r%apu.lllfgll bhis
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, forfuratlon_of war /. do declare that T was

(insert period of enlistment)

both 7 HBareh, 1925 o - Hanehest

New Hanpshire

in the State of ; that I know of nothing wrong with my health or body
that the doctor did not find when he examined me; that I am of good habits and character; that no judge or jury
has ever found me guilty of a crime; that I have never deserted from the United States Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, or Coast Guard and have never been discharged therefrom with a dishonorable, bad conduct, undesirable
or inaptitude discharge, or for disability, and that I have never served therein except as stated to the Recruiting
Officer and recorded on the reverse side of this contract; and that I am a citizen of the United States. I agree
to accept from the United States such bounty, pay, rations and clothing as are or may be established by law.

I further state that, if enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve, I hereby waive, as of the date of my enlistment
and assignment to active duty all or any rights that I have to any pension, disability allowance, disability compen-
sation or retired pay, which I may be currently receiving or entitled to receive from the Government of the United

States for the period of such enlistment and active duty therein. I, .. 88 NO% __ receiving such monies in
(am) (am not)

the amount of $............... MOMG oo
(per month)
1 further agree that the authorities concerned are authorized to use the information set forth herein below
as may be required for the following purposes:

1. To carry out the provisions of the acts approved June 4, 1920; May 22, 1928; May 12, 1930 and March 17,
1041, or acts amendatory thereof, pertaining to the payment of a gratuity equal to six (6) months’ pay to widow or
children or dependents of officers and enlisted men, I give below the names and addresses of my wife and children :

Hot Married,

(Full name of wife; if not married, so state)

(Address of wife)

No Snildrena

(Full name and address of each child; if none, so state)

In the event of my leaving no widow or child, or of their decease before payment is made, I then designate
as my beneficiary under said acts the following relative (father, mother, brother, or sister),

Mother
(Relationship)
Irene Gagnon

(Name in full)

43 Hollils Street,

(Address)
Manchemter, New Hampshire.

In the event that payment cannot be made to the above named relative, I then designate as my beneficiary
under said acts the following dependent relative,

Hone
(Relationship)

(Name in full)

(Address)

"V State briefly wherein dependency consists.
2. To carry out the provisions of the act of March 7, 1942, pertaining to allotments of pay for support of
dependents of those missing, interned or captured by the enemy, I wish my

Mother Irene Gagnon

(State relationship) (Full name)

of 45 Hollis Streeb,. “anchoester, New Hampshlire
(Address)

to receive :
(a) Approximately ... 100 % of my pay.
(b) .zmxnxnIndoiixetRoo i nyoper pomntnof oL pas

Given at Nanohester, N.H this ! day of
(Show place of acceptance)

*Accepted and signature witnessed :

*Witness | N,QZQZE’LQQ"Q F

m./ 1. O'MALLEY 4

ignprg bl amplicant in fulhy

U.s. M. C. . .Rss Recrulting Officer,

1&g

Rene Gagnon
Enlistment
Document

He enlisted In
the active
duty USMC

Reserve
enlistments
used a
different form
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Marriage License - [ =
Rene G agnon 3 Hereby ECertify, rhat on ﬂuszlidaé of Mbiass st s

the below, were by me united in marriage at

T accordance with the License issued by the

Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas herein indicated. PPL I CAT 'O N 1695
RENE ARTHUR GAGNON .. PAULINE GEORGETTE HARNOIS

o von. MABCHESTER N.H. 21 __WH _ WANCHESTER N H

Some OMPFs can | SOLDIER " .

(State here whether rced as the nay l»e)

Occupation and who is

contain vital | | oo uow. HOOKSETTE N.H. e o ey HOOKSETTE N.H.

I Occupation DEF - ’i’O Kand e S I NGLE (State or Country)
re CO rd m ate r I al . . v R (State here whether single, widow or divorced as the

Name of Person consenting if Groom is a Minor

such as a e |

Name of Person consenting if Bride is a Minor
(Parent or Guardia

Marriage License | e ,/,M 5
MW 10607 | fd" . A

F

s‘m’}z Rty b

Address

[fW“/M




PROFESSIONAL AND CONDUCT RECORD OFBL,-.QCH,HEPHKHQVUV

-
The following shall be executed and signed semiannually and whenever the marine is transferred, retired, discharged, deaerts, or dies, or the book is closed for discharge; also (without markings) when he
isapprehended. (0, Bad; 1, Indifferent; 2, Fair; 3, Good; 3.8, Very Good; 4.3 to i, Excellent.) Semisnnusl markings and markings “ For Discharge’ shall

Vi bo satored in Ted ik Miary Bliclency ohutes ai wasiers
nk. ary Efficlen
relating to the duties of 4 marins other than Neatness and Milifary Bearing, Intalligance, Obedience, snd Sobriety, i i

neludes all mattara

JowED, BURR.,
Arr., TRANBY,
SEMI-AN., FOR
D, FiNaL M.,
BTA" DESEETED, DATE RANK
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TRANSF, TO |
‘ EEsEEvE |

EFFICIERCY

BrampinG |

Service
Record Book

MWEATNESS AND
MILTARY BEARING
INTELLIGENCE
OBEDIENCE

| Mirrany
i BUBRIETY

| ER %
|8 R 8E

dues.__sw nono, Tows | Tod @Ten | FEB 18 1943 | PHIVAIL] ’

st 0T, sawcomme, . . JOINED UUN2 1943 (w11

5 _ R _ s | |- ; 2nd
’1“5:%15*!?%&%*"”?‘3; ------- vt 3 ;*-L---f-- T ar””;}?lfsmc
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Professional & Conduct
Record Extract from Service
Record Book - Harlon Block
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i
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'
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Navy Cross Citation for

John Bradley

For his heroism In
treating wounded
Marines 2 days prior to
the flag raising

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

HEADQUARTERS
FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC
C/0 FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO

In the name of the President of the United States, the l.ommand.'mt General,
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, takes pleasure in awarding the BAVY CHOSS %o

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION :

"for extramordinary herolsm in action against the enemy
at IND JIMA OLCAND IOLANDS, on £1 February, 1945 as a
hospital corpsmaen attached to a Marine rifle platoon. Dur-
s assoult by hls company upon a strongly defended
the base of Hount Swribachl, Pharmaclst Hate
ULEY observed a Marine *nrummum fall
n open ares under a poundin; 'rage by mortars,
th & merclless crosa-Tire from machine gune.
¢ dleregard for his own safety, he ran through
re to the olide of the fallen Harines, examlned
scertained thot an Mleute adninistration
neossssry %o save the man's 1lire. Unwllling
r of hle comrades to the iger to which he
d

hleld the wounded man, he tled & pleosma unit
mnted upright in the ,nd end continued his
yjalon. The Herine's wounds band d, and the
wek relieved by plasma, BRADLEY pulled the
la through intense enemy fire to & posltiom of
indomitable soirit, dauntless initictive, and
ion to duty were an inspiration %o those with
ved, and were im Kk« wit.h the highest tradie-
tion 01’ "nited gtates Haval Service."

A Hae T
Lieutenant Genersl,
U. 5. Harine Corps.

Temporary Citation




U. S. MARIKE CORPS REPORT OF SEPARATION
NAVMC 78-FD.

CODE COLUMN
FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAMES 2. RANK PAY GRADE | 4. SERIAL NUMBER

__SCHULTZ _ Harold =~ Heary | Corp 5 o U
. g ; 6. RACE| 7. SEX | 8. CITIZEN | 5. DATE OF BIRTH
Harold Schultz st ottty man A\ Ju lw [T smse
A RRIED | 12. No. = 13. PLACE OF BIRTHIN &YV 1@
- e =
s ADDR‘ S5 AT TIME OF ENTRY INTQ E‘Eﬁvscs

| 19. PLACE OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE 20. DATE OF ENTRY | 21. COMPONENT

Detroit,Mich

" - - REG.
Detrolt, Mich. |
PLACE OF SEPARATION FROM ACTIVE SERVICE -~
B, NIC, Great Lakes, Ill. MB,NIC,GL.
27. LENGTH CF FOREIGN AND/OR SEA YEARS MOS. DAYS

Lol S e o [ 6

COURSES WEEKS

Prior to the establishment of the g e

MENT AND NONSER

Defense Department in 1947 & Bases & oL
creation of the DD Form 214, each TR
military service department had r————————— o ——

| 36. MAJOR COURSES
COLLEGE ‘ DEGREE

I I | el s e o #___________
their own unique Report of | e A
i flecio History, Buglish Southwestern High School,
Separation form

Detroit, WMiech.

AL TRAINING

REASGN

REASON

_ Home territery

“SIGNATURE OF DISCHARGEE 1 1 g AT 100628
TO: HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS
Washington 25, D, C.
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Certificate of Death -
Franklin Sousley

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

To: Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. ¥
(See Giroular Lettor R-6, Appendix D, Manual of the Medical Department, for instractisns)

. Nationality

. Eyes __ Bro“ i

Unfortunately 3 of the 6 Flag Raisers were
Killed in action a short time after the flag e
raising during the Battle for lwo Jima: L

Harlon Block: March 1, 1945

M |Chae| Strank: MarCh 1 , 1945 i Disposiﬁons;r:;m Plot 8, Row 7, Grave 2189, Bih NarDiv,Cemetory

Iwo Jima., Buried 25 March

Franklin Sousley: March 21, 1945 T g

5. Negligence not apparent,

4, Killed in action against an organized anomy(Japanep
Iwo Jima,Voleano Islands,

(Continue on back of this form)
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USMC Official Military Personnel Files (OMPFs)

Record Group 127, Records of the United States Marine
Corps, National Archives at St. Louis

299715

Enlisted & Officer dates range from 1905 to the current
archival date (a rolling date: today’s date 62 years ago)

War Department (later Department
of Defense), Department of the Navy, United States Marine Corps.

During service, the Marine Corps used the OMPF to
record the member’s assignments, training, advancement, separation
and other matters pertinent to the member’s military career
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USMC OMPFs (continued)

Military service dates

Training & certifications

Character of discharge

Entrance & separation medical information/physicals
Promotions

Performance & fitness reports

Awards & decorations

Non-judicial punishment (as appropriate)

Enlistment contracts & commissioning documents

Variety of personal information: date & place of birth, next of kin (NOK), religious
preference, financial information

Photographs (less common)

_ Filed sequentially by serial number (enlisted), by serial
suffix, then serial number prefix (officers), and for newer, not yet archived
OMPFs, by sequential Registry number
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USMC OMPF (continued)

is information as D ossible:

...............
11\d a‘ ? a’f/"’ (] I

nter, 1 Archives Drive, St. Louis, MO 63138
//

m 1i you are Interested in accessmg on-

w.archives.gov/st-louis



http://www.archives.gov/st-louis

USMC OMPFs
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Why It Matters

e |stor|ans etc., it is our
alght the outcomes do matter
our collective past experiences
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