
National Archives
2017 Virtual Genealogy Fair

FROM THE CRADLE TO THE GRAVE:
Birth, Childhood, and Death in the National Archives at St. Louis
Researchers familiar with the National Archives at St. Louis usually think of it as a place to investigate the working 
lives of adults, since it is attached to the National Personnel Records Center. In fact our records cover people 
“both coming and going” and can illuminate entire life spans. Genealogical information found in our personal data 
series may include biographical details such as dates of birth and death, parentage, next of kin, and heirs.           
No Personally Identifiable Information (PII) will be discussed.

Daria Labinsky will discuss records series that contain 
information about pregnancy, birth, paternity, and children 
including: Project J Files, which may mention children 
who lived in Japanese internment camps in the 
Philippines; Chaplain Files, which record baptisms; 
Panama Canal personnel records and other civilian 
records series, which may contain information about 
pregnancies and children; and VA Claim Files, which can 
include information about paternity.

Cara Moore will focus on deaths incurred during civilian 
federal service as detailed in Record Group (RG) 146, 
Official Personnel Folders. These record series will range 
from Prohibition agents to Postal employees to Civilian 
Conservation Corps enrollees. Some records include 
information related to the individuals’ deaths, the witness 
statements around them, and how their services were 
handled. Through the records of death in service, 
genealogists can recover details surrounding the death -- 
from the circumstances of the event, to whom the next of 
kin was, to notification details. 

1www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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Introduction

• About the National Archive
at St. Louis

Series to be discussed

• Courts-martial records
• VA claim files
• Chaplain files
• Project J files
• Military personnel files
• Civilian personnel folders

Genealogy hunts
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National Archives Identifier (NAID) 
192665, JFK Library 5



Army General Courts-Martial Records of Trial, 1939–1976

RG 153: Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army)

NAID 12459579 

Sgt. Cosmos J. Rose
Army GCM 100029

6
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Deceased Veterans Claims (XC Files), 1917-1955

Record Group 15: Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs 

NAIDs 12280123, 23904754, 26466267, 28894631 

 

  XC 831431, NAID 12280123
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Charles Emory Withrow, Co. H, 4th Ohio, 
aka 166th U.S. Infantry—42nd (Rainbow) 
Division

Born July 23, 1904, died October 15, 1918

9



Monthly Reports and Personnel Records, 1920-1950

RG 247, Records of the Office of the Chief of Chaplains

NAID 6016856 

Monthly Reports

• Marriages

• Funerals

• Baptisms

10



Baptisms

• Records of baptisms 

• Dates of birth

• Parents’ names

• Dates and locations of 
baptism

• Witnesses (godparents), 
often family members

11



Official Military Personnel Files

Army: RG 319: Records of the Army Staff
NAID 299741

Navy: RG 24: Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel
NAID 299693

Air Force: RG 342: Records of U.S. Air Force Commands, Activities, and 
Organizations
NAID 30479766

Marine Corps:  RG 127: Records of the U.S. Marine Corps
NAID 299715

Coast Guard: RG 26: Records of the U.S. Coast Guard 
NAID 597218

12



Walter Lewis Hampton
(early photo)
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Official Personnel Folders 

Harry Walsh, Department of State
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Project J, Casualty File and Missing Persons Act Claim Files, ca. 1941 – 1964

NAID 12033994

RG 146: Records of the U.S. Civil Service Commission 

“J” = Japan

February 1942
   400 children in Santo Tomas Internment Camp

February 1945 – 2,132 children
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Sascha Weinzheimer & her 
brother, Walter 
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Official Personnel Folders, 3/8/1904 – 1951
RG 185: Records of the Panama Canal, 1848 - 1999
NAID 51460028

Lilleth DeCasseries

• Arrived in Panama when she was 10
• Widow with 2 children
• Panamanian marriage?
• Panamanian birth registers?
• Was Lipman maiden name?
• No hits in Census
• No hits for aunt
• Not in Ancestry International
• No Google hits

Sometimes you hit a dead end …

17



. . . OR DO YOU? 

• Lillette DeCastas
 
• Born in Jamaica to Jamaican 

parents

• Race

• Ada Lipman – aunt

• Charles Lipman – uncle

• It’s a start

18



CIVILIANS’ DEATHS
▪ When thinking of death during service, military service people are often the first 

to come to mind
▪ Civilians’ deaths in federal service are also detailed in their Official Personnel 

Folders (OPFs)
▪ Record Group (RG) 146
▪ Whether serving during war time, such as Telephone Operators or Women’s Air 

Service Pilots (WASPS), or merely completing their everyday duty, such as 
delivering the mail or traveling from Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camp 
to a night off, or in an actively dangerous position, such as Prohibition Agents, 
civil servants can die during service and the details of death become a part of 
their records

19



CORAH BARTLETT
▪ War Department, RG 146, textual
▪ Individual Deceased Persons File
▪ Telephone operator during WWI “Hello Girl”
▪ Only one to actually die while on duty overseas

20
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CORAH 
BARTLETT

Note of surviving family



NELSON VOSS
▪ Post Office Department, RG 146, textual
▪ Substitute Mail Carrier and Clerk
▪ Post Office is such a large employer that not every employee had an OPF created,

some just have Service Record Cards
▪ Voss probably would not have had an OPF had it not been for his death in service
▪ Death while working job, but determined to NOT be related to his service

22



NELSON 
VOSS

Compensation 
claim 
authorization

Adjustment of 
items missing 
and carried by 
carrier
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WILLIAM C. BATLEY
▪ Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), RG 146, microfilm
▪ CCC enrollee, Veteran
▪ Involved in fatal motor vehicle accident while at camp

24



WILLIAM 
C. 

BATLEY

Cover page with 
biographical info

Exhibits list 
detailing accident 
and witness 
statements

25
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EDITH KEENE
▪ Department of the Army/Air Force, RG 146,

textual
▪ Women’s Air Service Pilot (WASP)

▪ WASPs were employed as civilians during WWII
and trained as pilots

▪ Killed in flight as passenger

27



EDITH 
KEENE

Sample of list 
of effects sent 
home

Separation by 
Death
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HAZEL YING LEE
▪ WASP
▪ Full military burial due to fatality

while performing duty
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WILLIAM M. PARKER
▪ Department of Commerce, Department of the Treasury, RG 146, textual
▪ Lighthouse Keeper
▪ Often keepers and their families lived in or very near the lighthouses in order to

maintain constant surveillance because a constant beam was so vital to incoming
and passing ships

30



WILLIAM 
PARKER
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DALE KEARNEY
▪ Department of Justice, Department of the Treasury, RG 

146, textual
▪ Prohibition Agent
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Dale Kearney

Service Record Card 
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Dale Kearney
Necessary documents for 
death entitlement claim

Funeral bill
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RAY SUTTON
▪ Bonus edition
▪ Prohibition Agent-MIA
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Ray Sutton

Signature page for badge

Final check endorsement

36



Ray Sutton

Missing August 28, 1930

Widow still applying 1934
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Requesting our records
▪ National Archives at St. Louis processes archival OMPFs, OPFs, and auxiliary 

records
▪ An archival OMPF means that a veteran’s service ended on today’s date 62 years ago or 

prior (sliding date). For archival OPFs, employee’s service must have ended before 1952

▪ How to request: 

https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/military-personnel-archival 

& https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/civilian-personnel 
▪ Questions and requests can also be sent to stl.archives@nara.gov

▪ List of most Federal agencies:  https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/civilian-personnel 

▪ OPF/OMPF Reproduction fees:

          $25 for 5 pages or less $70 for greater than 5 pages

38
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Requesting our records
Reproduction Fees (non-OMPF/OPF):

$.80/page, $20.00 minimum

$3.50 Copy of a photograph

$20.00 Enhanced digital copy of a photograph

39



  Visit our Archival Research Room:

1 Archives Drive, St. Louis, Missouri
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
(314) 801-0850  Fax: (314) 801-0608

email: stlarr.archives@nara.gov

More information on the records available through the 
Archival Research Room can be found at 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs 
40
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Thank you for attending! 
If we did not get to your question, 

you may submit it to inquire@nara.gov 

Today's video recording and materials 
wil 1l remain available at 

www.archives.gov/ca lendar /gen ea logy-fair 
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