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RS A is for Archives, B is for Burn File:

Treating Burned Records at the National Archives at St Louis
When they hear about the 1973 fire at the

National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis,
many people conclude that the information lost
is beyond salvage. Not true. Not all of the
burned military records from the fire were
destroyed. Information on records that even our
staff considered completely lost can now be
accessed. The process is called “content
recovery” scanning with an infrared camera and

is a very exciting development.

National Archives
2017 Virtual Genealogy Fair

Ashley Cox will discuss which files were burned
and their designation changed from
non-archival to archival, making all burn files
available for research relatively soon. In
addition, she will cover what information was
saved from the fire, the journey of records from
archival storage to the research room, why time
is needed for them to be available for viewing,
and how to request them before visiting the

archives.
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Overview

- SERVICE
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RECO

e 1973 Fire
« Reference
* Preservation Treatment




Left: Aerial view of collapsed roof
Center: Warped shelving and piles of wet, charred records
Right: Collapsed roof with visible shelving



Warped shelving and ashes of
the records




Salvage efforts




What is a B-file?

Army Personnel discharged Nov 1, 1912 to Jan 1, 1960

Air Force Personnel discharged Sept 25, 1947 to Jan 1, 1964
(with names alphabetically after Hubbard)

Approximately 6.5 million
survived

My great grandfather has no record while my grandfather does.
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R is for Reconstructed File




B-file life Journey




How to request?

Our favorite part of the Government...

FORMS! FORMS!
FORMS!

12



By mail or online
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Or visit us in person!




REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP

han Official : ilitary P

...but still has forms. B e i e

ENFOIRMATE

* Onsite - e _ o
 E-mail; stlarr.archives@nara.gov
» Telephone: 314-801-0850

Sereened
Ttems

Attendant Signatur

“Remarks:



mailto:stlarr.archives@nara.gov

Why are appointments so
important?

e Does the record even exist?

e Is the record archival yet?

e Does it need treatment?




Search & Storage
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Archival Determination

 What is archival?

-ézdygzrs zl:\fter the o When will all B-files
individual’s separation from : 2
B ilitary be archival:
* For example, my
grandfather’s discharge was Bulk date before

in September 1957
2017 - 62 = 1955

* His record will become
archival in September 2019 1964 + 62 = 2026

early 60s



CODE OF ETHICS

I. The conservation professional shall strive to attain the highest possible standards in all aspects of
consenvation, including, but not limited to, preventive consenvation, examination, documentation,
treatment, research, and education.

IIl. All actions of the consenvation professional must be governed by an informed respect far the cultural
property, its unique character and significance, and the people or person who created it.

Ill. While recognizing the right of society to make appropriate and respectful use of cultural property, the
consenvation professional shall serve as an advocate for the presenvation of cultural property.

IV The consenvation professional shall practice within the limits of personal competence and education
as well as within the limits of the available facilities.

% While circumstances may limit the resources allocated to a particular situation, the quality of wark that
the conservation professional performs shall not be compromised.

%I. The canservation professional must strive to select methods and materials that, to the best of current
knowledge, do not adversely affect cultural property ar its future examination, scientific investigation,
treatment, or function.

YII.The conservation professional shall document examination, scientific investigation, and treatment by
creating permanent records and reports.

YIIl.The consenvation professional shall recognize a respansibility for preventive conservation by
endeavoring to limit damage or deterioration to cultural property, providing guidelines for continuing use
and care, recommending appropriate environmental conditions for storage and exhibition, and
encaouraging proper procedures for handling, packing, and transpaort.

I¥. The conservation professional shall act with honesty and respectin all professional relationships, seek
to ensure the rights and opportunities of all individuals in the profession, and recognize the specialized
knowledge of athers.

X. The conservation professional shall contribute to the evolution and growth of the profession, a field of
study that encompasses the liberal arts and the natural sciences. This contribution may be made by such
means as continuing development of personal skills and knowledge, sharing of information and
experience with colleagues, adding to the profession's written body of knowledge, and providing and
promating educational opportunities in the field.

XI. The conservation professional shall promote an awareness and understanding of conservation
through open communication with allied professionals and the public.

XIl. The conservation professional shall practice in a manner that minimizes personal risks and hazards to
co-workers, the public, and the environment.

XIll. Each conservation professional has an obligation to promote understanding of and adherence to this
Code of Ethics.

Documentation 20

Blog | CoOL | Wiki
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About Conservation Resources

ind A Conservator

AMERICAN
INSTITUTE For
CONSERVATION
OF HISTORIC AND
ARTISTIC WORKS

Membership Spedialty Topics Annual Meeting Emergencies Courses Grants

About Conservation

Home /| About Conservation / Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is conservation?

Conservation encompasses actions taken toward the long-term preservation of cultural property.
Consenvation activities include examination, documentation, treatment, and preventative care, supported
by research and education.

How is conservation different from restoration?

Sometimes confusion arises about the terms "restoration” and "conservation.” Restoration is actually a
type of conservation treatment. It specifically refers to an attempt to bring cultural property closer to its
original appearance. The other type of conservation treatment is stabilization, which refers to an attempt
to maintain the integrity of cultural property and to only minimize deteriaration.




CMRS = Case Management and Reporting
System
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External Data

Paste

Clipl

Sara's New Quend
sara's New Quen/s
Sara's New Quens

Sara's S Number Query

Test Queryl
Tracking Table Query
VA LGT (GWS)

VA Recs Copied (GWS)
Vac Queue

Vac Queue by Date

303, DATE AND ...

Add List Number
Add to Wand and Vac Q

y of Update Recard Entry
send capies to
Update Record Entry Copy
Update Release Date &
Update 5% Request Date to C
Update S Requested Date
Sara's Entry Form
Tracking Table Data Entry Form
Humidification

Mending Queue

Vac Totals

Reqest Ty
Reqest Ty
Request Type Nov

Vat Queue -

Database Tools

Rich Text

Tracking

Treatment Tracking : Database (Access 2007) - Microsoft Access

7 Selection ~

V-] Advanced -

£a¢ Replace

X Total 'ﬁl u?

¥ spelling = GoTo~
Filter

Records

Table
Registry
Name
Service Number
Service Code

SR#
Pocket
Wanded Date

Vae Queue Date

Humid Queue Date

Mend Queue Date

Returned Date

Released to Requester Date

To Reformatting Date

Retured from Reformatting
Date

Record: 14 4 5745 of

Archival Status
Priority

Request Type

Report Generated Date
Mold ID Date

Determination Date

=
—

VA Copies released to Room 303 []

Queue:

Wanded By

Vac Qusue By
Humid Queue By
Mend Queue By

Queue By

Q

) to ARR By

List Number

Released By

To Reformatting By

Returned from Reformatting By




Treatment Tracking log

1D: 4500
Humidification

Record Treatment Log

Registry #: B00000000 Name: VENINCASA,L. SC: AR SN/SSN: 0000000000

SR#: 2-0000000000 Archival Status: Archival Priority: High Request Type: ARR

Media offsets when tested:

Queue: Vacuum Report Gen. Date: 12/29/2016 Mold ID Date: 12/30/2016 Determination Date: 12/30/2016

Stamp Transferred By Copies (nitials) Total Date

Vacuuming

Treatment Completed Date

Partials Removed

ecord the page range, name and service number in the Partials Removed
file Tolder at the back of the original file after al treatment is completed

o un-deteriorated tape o other adhesives NA

Qc
Fumidication Mending
o unsopatatedfused pages na I I B IR

llation numbers not in record: Tracking DB O

Fused pages DO NOT INCLUDE psges meant fo be adhered together. Tracking DB O




Once in Preservation
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Left: Schucco-Vac
Below: Schucco brush attachment gently removes

debris & & ]

Preservation tools:

» Soot sponges - traps particulates

* Brushes - loosens debris

» Bone folder - smoothes out creases

» Holbien spatula - separates and lifts pages

» Teflon lifter - separates especially fused pages

» Microspatula - removes fasteners, separates pages




"

‘Examining a selective service ledger A technician utilizing the fume hood while
in the fume hood while wearing wearing a mask, gloves, and smock.
gloves.
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Humidification and flattening
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Preventing cross contamination

While mold is inactive and has been brought to ‘normal’ levels,
we don’t want to introduce mold spores to unaffected records.

Uiy LTI

Clean dome and press



vs Dome
- increased efficiency

Tray humidification






Mending
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Wheat starch paste being
strained through a NORIKOSHI,
or horse hair strainer.

o

Reversibility is key







Content Recovery (CR) Scanning
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How does it work?

1072 meters 10° 10 10° 10° 10°
1 nanometer 1000 nanometer 1 millimeter 1 meter 1 kilometer

Cosmic X-rays Microwaves Radio Broadcast
rays band

Gamma Ultraviolet Infrared Radar
rays (UV) (IR)

-

Short Wavelenghts Long Wavelengths
Visible Light

Ultraviolet Infrared

(Uv) (IR)

400 nanometers 500 nanometers 600 nanometers 700 nanometers

Utilizing infrared
filters, we can
recover
information
previously
considered ‘lost’



What is a good candidate for CR scanning?

 Information cannot be
revealed via a copier.

* Printed or typed inks.

* High amount of dark brown to
black charring into areas of
information.

. Brittle and fragmented
charring that would be
damaged with repeated
handling.







Personnel Actions Memorandums Ny 145, Headguarters
APO 994, San Francisco, California, § September. 1

N R b 10, Paragraph 15, Perscnnel Actions Memorand
) “;{" s pertaining to duty assignment of A/3C CHARLES D RA

ALE Maintenance Sq, APO 64, is hereby REVOKED.

11. A/3C CHARLES W RAYMOND, AF19559760, Primar
63030 AXE Maintenance Sq, APO 64, is assigned duty &
auty AFSC 64150, on-the-job-training code C. Month o
tour completion date is 6 Jan 59, Functional aceounm

12, A/1C EDWARD M FREITAS, AF29043765, Primary angd
Bombardment Sq (Tactical), this station, is assigned
duty AFSC 43151D., DMonth.of travel date is 28 Jan :
12 Feb 60, TFuncticnal account code is B0010.

’

13. A/3C RANDALL J REID, AF19574502, Primary an
Field Maintenance Sq, this station, is assigned duty as
duty AFSC 42152, on-the-job-training code Cs Month ef
tour completion date is 21 May 60, Functional accoun

14, A/2C ARTHUR A BURGESS, AF21707269, Primary and
3 Field Maintenance Sq, this station, is assigned duty as
duty AFSC 42152, HMonth of t duty AFSC 42152, Month of travel date is 12 Jul 60,
27 Jul 60, Functional acc 27 Jul 60, Functional account code is 80410,

15, A/3C RICHARD C LYTLE, AF13595702, Prip@ry and:
Field Maintenance Sq, this station, is assigneu duty as
duty AFSC 42152, eon-the-job-training code C. Month o
tour completion date is 22 May 60, Functional accoun

16. SSGT DURWARD L EPPS, AF14626212, Primary and
Bombardment Sq (Tactical), this station, is assigned’
duty AFSC 43151D. lonth of travel dats is 10 Aug &0,
25 Aug 60, Functional account code is 80010,

17. S5GT EDWARD T GERRIOR, AF12L4112], Primary
Field Maintenance Sq, this station, is assigned duty
duty AFSC 42152. Month of travel date is 25 Jun 60
10 Jul 60, Functional account code is 80410,

18. So much of paragraph 1, Personnel Actlis
2 Sep 58, pertaining to additional AFSC of

Field Maintenance Sq, this station, as readss
3rd Fie

FOR THE COMMMANDER:

« DISTRIBUTION: mMs#

Without digital enhancing With digital enhancing



Quality Check

Each record receives a
final inspection by a
preservation specialist.

ANOTHER DAY AT THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Ensuring our veterans' records are preserved

Brought to you by the Preservation Awareness Committee




S is for Safeguarded File

B and R files that received treatment
are converted to S files, or safeguarded
files, in the registry (inventory system).

These records can be requested and
utilized without having to go through
preservation.






https://www.archives.gov/preservation
https://www.archives.gov/preservation
https://www.facebook.com/nationalarchivespreservation/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalarchivespreservation/
https://www.instagram.com/preservearchives/
http://www.conservation-us.org/

Questions?




Thank you f

If we did not get tc
nit it

you may submit 1t tc


http://www.archives.gov/calendar/Know-Your-Records
mailto:inquire@nara.gov



