
   



Welcome!

2023 Genealogy Series
Public Service: Military and Civilian

The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series of 
lectures on how to conduct family research.

As one of the nation’s premier genealogy institutions, 
it is our mission to inform the public about National 
Archives holdings that relate to family history and to 
make those records available to you.



About the Sessions
Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal 
resources at the National Archives and Records Administration 
for genealogical research. This year we focus on individuals who 
have served our nation in military or civilian service. We also 
have a session on how to preserve your own family collections.

National Archives presenters are broadcasting from 
Washington, DC; College Park, MD; Denver, CO; and St. Louis, 
MO. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced family 
historians—all are welcome! 



Join the conversation!

Live Chat onu    be:00000
Log in and type your questions and comments.

Follow us at @USNatArchives on TwitterTwit

and join the Genealogy Series conversation 
using #GenieSeries2023.

Participate with the presenters and other 
family historians during a session’s premiere. 



Instructions

Show More
• handout
• evaluation

Chat
• log in
• participate
• ask questions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.



Schedule: May 3–17
Date Session

May 3 
1 p.m. ET

Welcome and Introductions

May 3
1:05 p.m. ET

Civilians at War: Records of Participation in U.S. Military Conflicts
Claire Kluskens - Subject Matter Expert for Genealogy/Census Related Records and 
Digital Projects Archivist from the National Archives in Washington, DC

May 10 
1 p.m. ET

Basic Military Records at the National Archives: Revolutionary War to 1917
John Deeben – Archivist from the National Archives in Washington, DC

May 17 
1 p.m. ET

National Archives at St. Louis: Understanding the 1973 Fire and Its Impact 
on Genealogical Research

Eric Kilgore - Archives Specialist from the National Archives at St. Louis



Schedule: May 31–June 14
Date Session

May 31 
1 p.m. ET

Civilian Conservation Corps Indian Division on the Reservation
Cody White - Subject Matter Expert for Native American Related Records and 
an Archivist from the National Archives at Denver

June 7 
1 p.m. ET

Accessing and Understanding Korean War Army Unit Records
Rachael Salyer - Subject Matter Expert in Modern Military Records and an 
Archivist  from the National Archives at College Park, MD

June 14
1 p.m. ET

Creating Your Own Preservation Survey and Plan for Family 
Collections

Sara Holmes - Conservator in Preservation Programs from the National 
Archives at St. Louis

June 14
1:55 p.m. ET Closing Remarks



Accessing and Understanding Korean War Army Unit Records 

Session

In honor of the 70th anniversary of the signing of 
the armistice that officially ended the Korean 
War, this session is being offered as an 
introduction to two large series that contain 
records relating to Army units that served during 
that conflict: the Command Reports, 1949–1954 
(entry NM-3 29) in the Records of the Adjutant 
General's Office (Record Group 407) and the Unit 
Histories,  1943–1967 (entry UD 37042) in the 
Records of U.S. Army Operational, Tactical, and 
Support Organizations (World War II and

Thereafter) (Record Group 338). The records in 
these series provide information about the 
activities and engagements of specific Army units 
that may give genealogists a deeper insight into 
their family members’ service. The presentation 
will outline how to use available finding aids to 
search for relevant records, and it will also 
include examples of the types of records that are 
generally found in these series. The session will 
conclude with some troubleshooting tips and a 
few additional resources.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/596354
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/895216


Presenter Biography

Rachael Salyer

Rachael Salyer is a Subject Matter 
Expert in Modern Military Records and 
an Archivist from the National Archives 
at College Park, MD (Archives II). 
Rachael started her career at the 
National Archives in 2015 as an 
archives technician in the Textual 
Research Room at Archives II and 
became an archivist in Textual 
Processing the following year. Since 
2019, Rachael has served as an 
archivist in the Augmented Processing 
Section and in the Reference Section 
of the Textual Records Branch. 

Rachael has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English and German from Oklahoma 
Baptist University, a Master of Arts and 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 
German Studies from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, and a Master 
of Science in Library and Information 
Science with an archives concentration 
from Simmons University. Prior to 
coming to the National Archives, 
Rachael worked as a professor of 
English composition, literature, and 
German at various colleges and 
universities in Massachusetts.
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Accessing Korean War 
Army Unit Records

at the National Archives at College Park

RACHAEL SALYER

JUNE 7, 2023



11

70th Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Armistice

Armistice Agreement for the Restoration 
of the South Korean State (July 27, 1953)

Actual hostilities: June 27, 1950 to July 27, 1953
War period extended by Congress to January 31, 

1955

Image: Korean War Armistice Agreement, July 27, 1953, in the 
series Treaties and Other International Agreements (entry A1 
13) in the General Records of the United States Government 

(Record Group 11). catalog.archives.gov/id/5730903

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5730903


12

• 6.8 million American service members served during the Korean War period, June 
27, 1950 to January 31, 1955.

• 54,200 deaths of Americans in service during the period of hostilities, June 27, 
1950 to July 27, 1953. Of these, 33,700 were actual battle deaths.

• 7,140 Prisoners of War during the Korean War. Of these, 4,418 returned to the 
United States, 2,701 died, and 21 refused repatriation.

Source: www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/specialreports/kw2000.pdf

Korean War by the Numbers

http://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/specialreports/kw2000.pdf
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Army Divisions and 
Regimental Combat Teams (RCTs)

The Army deployed eight divisions 
to Korea:

• 1st Cavalry Division
• 2nd Infantry Division 
• 3rd Infantry Division 
• 7th Infantry Division 
• 24th Infantry Division
• 25th Infantry Division
• 40th Infantry Division 
• 45th Infantry Division

The Army deployed three Regimental 
Combat Teams to Korea:

• 5th RCT, 29th RCT, and 187th RCT

Source: www.nps.gov/kowa/learn/historyculture/korean-war-overview.htm

http://www.nps.gov/kowa/learn/historyculture/korean-war-overview.htm
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1973 Fire at the
National Personnel Records Center

These records are not a replacement for the 
personnel records that were lost in the 1973 
fire, and they typically do not include personal 
details about individual soldiers, although 
General Orders (GOs) may include names.

However, if you know the unit of the soldier 
you are interested in, you may be able to learn 
more about the activities and engagements of 
their unit, which could provide some insight 
into their service.

See: www.archives.gov/personnel-records-
center/fire-1973

http://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/fire-1973
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in the
Records of the Adjutant General's 

Office (Record Group 407)

Entry NM-3 429
National Archives Identifier (NAID) 596354

catalog.archives.gov/id/596354

Command Reports, 1949–1954 
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What to Expect in the Command Reports

Typical documents include: historical reports, operations journals, staff studies, 
and other documents produced by Army commands, staffs, and units

Arranged by military administrative or geographic area, thereunder by Army unit 
or file designator, thereunder by document type, and finally by date of document

6,544 containers (2,868 linear feet, 8 linear inches)

25,735 file units searchable online in the Catalog (not digitized)

Other finding aids available from the Textual Reference staff at the National 
Archives at College Park, MD (Archives II)
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Search within 
this Series
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“click here” to 
search within the 

series
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Enter unit 
information in 

search bar
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in the

Records of U.S. Army 
Operational, Tactical, and 

Support Organizations 
(World War II and Thereafter) 

(Record Group 338)

Entry UD 37042
National Archives Identifier (NAID) 895216

catalog.archives.gov/id/895216

Unit Histories,  1943–1967
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Use the 
Catalog to 
search within 
the series for 
the unit you 
are interested 
in.
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What You Might Find in the Unit Histories

Division records: historical reports, 
general orders, directives, journals, 
memorandums, circulars, bulletins, and 
policy files. 

Records of organic units, such as infantry 
regiments that were permanently 
attached to divisions: unit histories, 
general orders, and other administrative 
files. 

Records of non-organic units, such as 
ordnance or quartermaster units that were 
not permanently attached to a division: 
historical reports and some administrative 
files.

Arranged in sections: Miscellaneous, 
Airborne, Armored, Artillery (Anti-
Aircraft, Coast, and Field), Cavalry, 
Chemical, Constabulary, Engineer, 
Finance, Infantry, Labor, Machine 
Records, Medical, Military Government, 
Military Intelligence, Military Police, 
Ordnance, Postal, Quartermaster, 
Replacement, Signal, Special Service, and 
Transportation.

Then by type of unit (e.g., battalion, 
group, regiment), and thereunder 
numerically or alphabetically by unit 
designation. 
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More about the Unit Histories

• 6,117 containers (2,500 linear feet)

• 35,541 file units searchable online in 
the Catalog (not digitized)

• "Index to the Series Unit Histories, 
1943-1967" (NAID 895217): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/895217
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Sample Documents from the 
Command Reports and 

Unit Histories
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History of the 179th Infantry Regiment
1 Sept. 1950 to 2 June 1952 

Some documents like unit 
histories or historical reports 
are narratives that provide an 
overview or summary of the 
unit’s activities over a specific 
period of time.

Declassified: NND 887540
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Table of Contents for 179th 
Infantry Regiment History

Sample Text from the Document:

I. Training at Camp Polk
II. The Movement to Japan
III. Japan Interlude
IV. Alert and Move to Korea

A. The Rumor Stage
B. Preparation for the Move
C. Shipping Assignments
D. The Advance Party
E. We Get 7th Cav Equipment
F. Last Minute Training and the Reserve Mission

V. Communication
VI. First Time on the MLR

A. Operations
B. First Enemy Contacts Declassified: NND 887540
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Cover Sheet for the Command 
Report of the 65th Infantry 
Regiment for November 1950

Text Includes:

• Army Post Office (APO) for the unit 
headquarters

• Date and subject
• Recipient
• Brief description of contents and 

enclosures
• Commanding Officers’ names, ranks, 

and signatures

Declassified: NND 785101
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Excerpt from First Page of 
the Same Command Report

Sample Text from the Document:

1. General.
a. This Command Report is a narrative summary 

of events from 1 November 1950 to 30 November 
1950. It covers events from the relief of the 65th 
RCT from responsibility of the Yongdong –
Chupungyong-ni – Kumchon area in South Korea; 
missions and operations in North Korea and up to 
the preparation and planning of the movement to 
the Hamhung – Hungnam area.

b. […]
2. Task Organization and Personnel.

a. Task Organization.
Declassified: NND 785101
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Note the Inclusion of Subordinate 
and Other Associated Units

Declassified: NND 785101

Sample Text from the Document:

RCT – Tps & Tns – Col. W.W. Harris, 
Commanding

Hq & Hq Co 65th Inf Regt
Svc Co 65th Inf Regt (-)
Med Co 65th Inf Regt (-)
Hv Mort Co 65th Inf Regt (-)
58th Armd FA Bn (-)
Tank Co 65th Inf Regt
Co “C” 64th Hv Tk Bn
Co “C” 10th Engr (C) Bn
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Journal of the Hq. 3d Bn, 65th Inf. Reg. for Nov. 1952

Declassified: NND 785101

Note the inclusion of 
subordinate units like 
Company L (“Co L”) 
and Company I (“Co 
I”).
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General Orders: 
Commanding Officers, Staff Assignments, etc.

Declassified: NND 785101

Changes in commanding officers, 
some staff assignments, and similar 
information may also be found in 
GOs. Routine personnel matters or 
rosters are not documented.

For more information about Korean 
War-era Morning Reports and 
Rosters, see: 
www.archives.gov/personnel-
records-center/military-
personnel/morning-reports-and-
unit-rosters#archival

https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/military-personnel/morning-reports-and-unit-rosters#archival
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General Orders: 
Unit Assignments or Attachments

Declassified: NND 785101

As an example, GOs may also 
include information about a 
subordinate unit being attached 
or assigned to another unit or 
organization.

Sample Text from the 
Document:

Effective (26 June 51) 3271st 
Training Squadron (DA) […] is 
attached to the 51st Field 
Artillery Battalion for logistics 
support.
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General Orders:
Purple Heart

Example: GO #42, Headquarters 65th Infantry, 6 
July 1951 - Purple Heart awarded “for wounds 
received in action against the enemy in Korea on 
dates shown opposite their names.” This example 
includes name, rank, Army Serial/Service Number 
(ASN), organization (ORGN), date wounded, and 
“entered federal service from” columns.

GOs usually include basic information like this, but 
they do not typically contain details about the 
specific injuries or actions of an individual soldier.

There is no name index to these records, so you 
would need to know the unit and approximate date 
and/or GO number to request a search.

Declassified: NND 785101
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General Orders: Other Awards and Citations

Amount of information and number of 
details can vary depending on the award.

Again, there is no name index to these 
records. Declassified: NND 785101
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Search Tips
and 

Troubleshooting
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Catalog Search Strategies 

A. Search both series.

You may find that one series has records related to the unit you are researching and one does 
not, or they may both contain records related to it. It is also possible that neither series has 
any records about a given unit.

B. Spell out the unit name in the search bar (e.g., 65th Infantry Regiment vs. 65th Inf. Regt.).

If that does not work, then try acronyms, abbreviations, or variant names.

C. If you are not getting any results, try searching for the unit that is at the next level 
higher.

Records of lower-level units or information about them (e.g., companies, battalions) are 
sometimes found with the records of upper-level units like regiments or divisions.
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General Information about the Records

• The available records can vary greatly from 
unit to unit, both in quantity and in types of 
documents.

• While these are primarily textual records, 
there may be other records like photographs 
or maps interspersed with the documents.

• Some of the records are quite fragile due to the 
acidic nature of the paper, for example. Onion 
skin paper (i.e., thin, tissue-like paper) was 
also commonly used.

• As noted earlier in the presentation, these 
records do not include details about individual 
soldiers, and National Archives staff cannot 
search for individual documents or names 
within the series.

• These records have not been digitized.

• If you identify specific files of interest listed in 
the Catalog, email the Textual Reference 
Branch at Archives II 
(archives2reference@nara.gov) to find out 
more about visiting College Park to view the 
records in person or about potentially 
ordering copies of those complete files.

mailto:archives2reference@nara.gov
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Other than Official Military Personnel Files (OMPFs), 
where can I find the unit designation or other 
information about a soldier?

• Headstone Applications in Record Group 92: 
catalog.archives.gov/id/596118 (digitized in 
Catalog)

• Interment Control Forms in RG 92: 
catalog.archives.gov/id/5833879 (partially 
digitized in Catalog)

• Hospital Admission Cards in Record Group 
112: catalog.archives.gov/id/570973 (some 
on Ancestry, email National Archives at St. 
Louis stl.archives@nara.gov)

• Access to Archival Databases (AAD) series 
for Korean War casualties, prisoners of war 
(POWs): aad.archives.gov/aad

• Individual Deceased Personnel Files 
(IDPFs): Surnames A-L email 
stl.archives@nara.gov; surnames M-Z write 
to Department of the Army, US Army 
Human Resources Command ATTN: AHRC-
FOIA, 1600 Spearhead Division Avenue, 
Department 107, Fort Knox KY 40122. Or 
usarmy.knox.hrc.mbx.foia@army.mil.

• State or Local Veterans Organizations: 
www.archives.gov/veterans/benefits#local

• American Battle Monuments Commission 
(ABMC) Korean War Veterans Memorial 
Honor Roll: www.abmc.gov/korean-war-
veterans-memorial-honor-roll

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/596118
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5833879
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/570973
mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/
mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
http://usarmy.knox.hrc.mbx.foia@army.mil
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/benefits#local
https://www.abmc.gov/korean-war-veterans-memorial-honor-roll
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Additional 
Resources
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NARA Contact Information and Community 
Support

National Archives at College Park (Archives II):
• Textual Reference: archives2reference@nara.gov
• Still Pictures: stillpix@nara.gov
• Cartographic: carto@nara.gov
• Motion Pictures: mopix@nara.gov
• Electronic Records: cer@nara.gov

Harry S. Truman Presidential Library:
• www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-

collections/korean-war-and-its-origins

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library:
• www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/research/online-

documents/korean-war

History Hub: historyhub.history.gov
National Archives Catalog: catalog.archives.gov

mailto:archives2reference@nara.gov
mailto:stillpix@nara.gov
mailto:carto@nara.gov
mailto:mopix@nara.gov
mailto:cer@nara.gov
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-collections/korean-war-and-its-origins
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/research/online-documents/korean-war
https://historyhub.history.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/
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Additional NARA Resources 
Related to the Korean War

• Reference Information Paper #102 Records Relating to American Prisoners of War and Missing-
in-Action Personnel from the Korean War and During the Cold War Era 
(www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip102.pdf) 

• Reference Information Paper #103 The Korean War (www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-
info-papers/rip103.pdf)

• Reference Information Paper #104 Presidential Libraries Holdings Relating to Prisoners of War 
and Missing in Action (www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip104.pdf)

• Reference Information Paper #105 Records of Military Agencies Relating to African Americans 
from the Post-World War I Period to the Korean War (www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-
info-papers/rip105.pdf) 

• Korean War Records web page: www.archives.gov/research/military/korean-war

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip102.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip103.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip104.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip105.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/korean-war
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U.S. Army & Other Federal 
Resources and Websites

U.S. Army Center of Military History: 
• history.army.mil

U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center:
• ahec.armywarcollege.edu

U.S. Army: Korean War, 1950-1953:
• www.army.mil/koreanwar

Department of Defense: 
• www.defense.gov/Spotlights/korean-War/
• www.defense.gov/Multimedia/Experience/Korean-War-

Memorial

Veterans Affairs (VA): 
• www.data.va.gov/stories/s/Korean-War-Veterans/7wja-

85c3
• www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/specialreports/kw2000.pdf
• www.benefits.va.gov/persona/veteran-korea.asp

https://history.army.mil/
https://ahec.armywarcollege.edu/
http://www.army.mil/koreanwar/
http://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/korean-War/
http://www.defense.gov/Multimedia/Experience/Korean-War-Memorial/
http://www.data.va.gov/stories/s/Korean-War-Veterans/7wja-85c3/
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/specialreports/kw2000.pdf
https://www.benefits.va.gov/persona/veteran-korea.asp
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Questions?



After the broadcast . . . 

Email questions to
inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and
downloadable handouts

will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2023

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2023


Feedback

We value your opinion.
Please take a minute to complete a short 

evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 
quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Thank You 
Genealogy 

Series Team!

Presenters Production Communication

Claire Kluskens Alexis Van Dyke  Cara Lebonick
Cody White Amber Forrester Hilary Parkinson 
Eric Kilgore Andréa Matney Laura Sheehan 

John Deeben Erin Townsend Mary Ryan 
Rachael Salyer Jamie Atkinson Victoria Macchi

Sara Holmes Jason Winston
Julie Reid 

Miriam Kleiman
Rudregus Davis

Sasa Simic
Vernon Smith



  

Educational resources on how to access and conduct 
research using U.S. federal government records held at 

the National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and Handouts on
Playlists: Civilian Service and U.S Veterans

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLugwVCjzrJsXAcWizg9zc381Ep2IHJcca
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLugwVCjzrJsXntJwG6BFt4C7hnpK5ztaH


     

Know Your Records in Autumn 2023
Date Session

Thursday
August 10
1 p.m. ET

Sound Recordings of the World War II Era
Ashley Behringer – Archivist from the National Archives at 
College Park, MD

Wednesday
September 13
1 p.m. ET

The Records of the Provost Marshal General and Enemy Prisoners 
of War Held in the United States during World War II

Rachael Salyer - Subject Matter Expert in Modern Military 
Records and an Archivist from the National Archives at College 
Park, MD

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records


Questions & Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of 
the broadcast, we will continue to take your 

questions in chat for another 10 minutes.
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