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Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to
present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research.

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the
government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our
records that relate to family history and to make those records available to
you through the Genealogy Series.
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e About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the
National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical
research.

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the
United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced
family historians—all are welcome!
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(s g Join the Conversation

ARCHIVES

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a
session’s premiere.

Live Chat on YouTube: Log in and type your questions comments

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series
conversation using #GenealogySeries2024

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




S Instructions
Join the conversation! Chat
Participate during the live event. . [Og in
Show More e | - participate
« slides into the live chat. « ask questions
« handout

« evaluation

Migrant Farm Workers and the Evolution of Farm Labor Programs in the United States (

Closed
Captions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Schedule

ARCHIVES

May 21 Welcome and Introductions

1p.m. ET

May 21 Passport Records: Passport Applications at NARA, 1790s-1925

1:05 p.m. ET | Claire Kluskens

May 28 After Their Service: Tracing the Lives of Native American Army Scouts
1p.m.ET Cody White

June 4 Captured German Records Related to American Prisoners of War during
lp.m.ET World War Il

Rachael Salyer
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Schedule

ARCHIVES

June 18 Alien Files (A-Files): Researching Immigrant Ancestors at the National

1p.m.ET Archives
Elizabeth Burnes

June 25 World War Il Enemy Alien Records related to Japanese Americans at the

1p.m. ET National Archives
David Castillo, Ruth Chan, and Katharine Seitz

June 25 Closing Remarks
following 1
p.m. session
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Session Overview
Alien Files (A-Files):
Researching Immigrant Ancestors at the National Archives

Learn about the Alien Files (A-Files), a rich source of biographical information for
family research. The A-Files contain United States immigrant documents
generated and collected since the mid-20th century with a wealth of data,
including visas, photographs, applications, correspondence, and more.
Participants in this session will understand who should have an A-File, discover
online search methods to determine whether records are available at the National
Archives, and gain the skills to successfully place a request.
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s Presenter BlOgraphy

Elizabeth Burnes is an archivist at the National
Archives at Kansas City who serves as the lead
archivist for Alien Files (A-Files) reference as well
as a Subject Matter Expert for Immigrant Related
Records. She received a bachelor’s degreein
history at Truman State University, and a
master’s degree in history and museum studies

Elizabeth Burnes at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
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Alien Files (A-Files):

Researching Immigrant Ancestors at the
National Archives

Elizabeth Burnes
Archivist, National Archives at Kansas City

Subject Matter Expert (SME) for Immigrant Records
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Overview

ARCHIVES

e Background Information
e File Content

e Record Requests
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Image: A-File folders in a box
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Nl What is an A-File?

ARCHIVES

e Thelmmigration and Naturalization Service (INS)
began issuing each alien an Alien Registration
number in 1940 and on April 1, 1944, began using this
number to create individual case files, called Alien
Files or A-Files.

e The files reflect the interaction of an immigrant with
the federal government throughout their time in the :
United States up to the time of any final action, which

could include death, departure, deportation, Actress Anna Lee completing the alien r'eglst.ratlon
) o ] process. Image courtesy of the USCIS Historical
permanent resident status, or citizenship. Library.
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https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens

What is the research value of A-Files?

NATIONAL
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e Since the early 20th century, the United States collected increasing
amounts of information from immigrants. A-Files from mid-century hold
a wealth of data, including visas, photographs, applications, affidavits,
correspondence, and more.

e Although the files were created beginning in 1944, documents and
information included may be much older than that and could date to the
person’s birth.
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Who should have an A-File?

The immigrant....

Died before August 1, 1940

Will not have an A-File or an Alien Registration Number. Research other National
Archives resources of genealogical interest, such as ship passenger manifest
lists, for information about this individual.

Became a naturalized citizen between September 27,
1906, and August 1, 1940

Will not have an A-File. Inquire with the USCIS Genealogy Program regarding a
possible Certificate File (C-File).

Became a naturalized citizen between August 1, 1940,
and March 31, 1956

Will not have an A-File. Inquire with the USCIS Genealogy Program regarding a
possible Certificate File (C-File) or 1940 Alien Registration Form.

Immigrated to the United States after April 1, 1944

Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if born in 1920 or earlier.
Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS Genealogy Program.

Naturalized on or after March 31, 1956

Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if born in 1920 or earlier.
Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS Genealogy Program.

Registered in the United States as an alien in 1940 but
never came back to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service for any reason

Was likely assigned an Alien Registration Number but will not have an A-File. You
can obtain a copy of their 1940 Alien Registration Form from the USCIS
Genealogy Program.

Registered in the United States as an alien in 1940 and
came back to the Immigration and Naturalization Service
for any reason (other than naturalization) after 1944

Will have an A-File. Check National Archives holdings if born in 1920 or earlier.
Otherwise, inquire with the USCIS Genealogy Program.




@ | What A-Files are currently available
for research at NARA?

A-Files for the entire United States and its territories are being centralized at the National
Archives at Kansas City.

e Access Note: The files are stored off site and require advance notice for retrieval.

Because of strong interest and advocacy for the A-Files by local research communities and
their congressional representatives, the National Archives at San Francisco maintains
some of the available A-Files from the INS district offices located in San Francisco,
Honolulu, Reno, and Guam.

e Researchers seeking individuals who may have lived in these areas should check both
the National Archives at San Francisco and Kansas City records for A-Files.
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https://www.archives.gov/kansas-city
https://www.archives.gov/kansas-city
https://www.archives.gov/san-francisco

@ | What A-Files are currently available
for research at NARA?

e Asof November 2023, the National Archives at Kansas City has nearly
1,300,000 A-Files for individuals born 1920 and earlier.

e Asof November 2023, the National Archives at San Francisco has 300,000
A-Files for individuals who were born 1920 and earlier, largely from the
INS-Honolulu and INS-San Francisco District Offices.
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Ny 1o When are Files Eligible for Accessioning?
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e Files areeligible for transfer to NARA when the Year of Birth (YOB) for the

subject is 100 or more years old.
e NARA does not yet maintain ALL of the files for individuals born 1920

and earlier.

Note: A-Files are still an active file series created by the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS).

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




Common Misconceptions
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It is FALSE that A-Files are the same as Enemy Alien Registration Affidavits

e Enemy Alien Registration Affidavits were created 1918-1919 (WWI) for
German immigrants; only a small percentage of the affidavits still exist.

It is FALSE that all immigrants naturalized

e Naturalizationis a voluntary act; it is not required.

e Ofthe foreign-born persons listed on the 1890 through 1930 censuses, 25
percent had not become naturalized or filed their "first papers."
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https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/enemy-aliens/ww1
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization

Common Misconceptions
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It is FALSE that A-Files only represent noncitizens

e From April 1, 1944, to March 31, 1956, A-Files rarely include citizenship
records; however, beginning April 1, 1956, A-Files serve as a consolidated
point of documentation for all of an immigrant’s records.

Varying needs of those seeking Dual Citizenship

e |n an effort to assist dual citizenship seekers in understanding what NARA
can and cannot assist them with, we have compiled some of the most
frequently asked questions.
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https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/dual-citizenship-faq
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Image: A-File folders in a box
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| Alien Registration Form (AR-2)

Form AR-2 SEit
C ot 1212191 oA
10. Iam, or have been within the past 5 years, or intend to be engaged in the following activities:
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE In addition to other information, list memberships of activitics in clubs, or societics
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

ALIEN REGISTRATION FORM Alien Registration
o : Form (AR-2) for Maria

Terraro |& AL My mtaryox mmvallomrvica s boen None 7

g

1.%r(a) My name is Maria.

et i

T o

s o b5 e Ferraro, A4212197

(<) T have also been known by the following names. 119%upplied for first citizenship papers in the United States. Date of application ...
(include maiden name if a married woman, o

e B R s e (National Archives
o G (&}

¥2(b) I entered the United States under the name of.

2 A Evess 515 ._f—l.}. “m\m;me New }’o“k Filed petition for v s e
%#(5) My post-office address is s 37 13.%1 have the following specified relatives living in the United States: Q I d t H f' . 5 6 5 4 5 4 0
72 R =t M entifier: 5654540
3.%(a) I was born on = e X { o ST o o 5 = e
o

%(5) I was born in (or neer) CS21E l’—"S,l_ingf’ATi&

@i

. .- been arrested or indicted for, or convicted of any offense (or offenscs). These offenses arc:

/ Nature of offonse Date of arrest Place of arrest Disposition of case
4.%  Iam a citizen or subject of Italy v

Mate..[]'  Femate ] Single...[]' Married... (X Widowed.[J* Divorced...[]J* | =%
(c) My race is (check one): White...%]' Negro...[ ]* Je P cnh [3* Other

° |
5. %(a) (check one): #(B) My marital status is (check one): = /}
(@)

O 15 Within the past S years I DLV e DOL - been affiliated with or active in (a member of, oficial of, &
6. Tam .4 feet, .. inches in height, weigh 1.80pounds, have .. ... hair and . eves. | / /oA worker for) organizations, devoted in whole or in part to
B s 25 o = influencing or furthering the political activities, public
7.%(a) T 1last arrived in the United States at lew York Cityv, New YOTK onJuly 1, 1920 | 042 € relations, or public policy of a foreign
S..S. Dante Alighierd ) "'4
#08) T came i by N — az) A/,
() T came as a (chock one): Passenger...(3]' Crew member...[ |7 [J* Other _L 3 1
Ye(d) 1 entered the United States as a (check one): Permanent resident... )" visitor...[ ]°  Student..[]* § AFFIDAVIT FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER
Treaty merchant... Seaman__.[]* Official of a forcign government...[ ]’  Employee of a / /9 3 Subscribed and sworn to (or
foreign government oficial_[]’ Other Z I have read or have had read to me the above statements, and affirmed) before me at the place and
E do hereby swear (or affirm) that these statements are true and on the date here designated by the
(o) I first arrived in the United States on July ; : '_1“ 1920. 3 completc to the best of my knowledge and belief. official post-office stamp 7
fea z
8.%(a) T have lived in the United States a total of 20 5 %

. ; Permenently
#(b) I expect to remain in the United States benentdgs—

AFFIDAVIT FOR PARENT OR GUARDIAN ONLY

PRINT NAME. ADDRESS, AND BUSINESS OF
PERSOX SIONING' .
AzovE

9. (a) My usual 1s ot (5) My present i

#(c) My cmployer (or registering parent or guardian) is

e n X A Subscribed and sworn to (or
O e D > affirmed) before me at the place and
whose address is < and have made the above allegations for him (or her). Ihave  on the date here designated by the
S 3l read or have had the same read to me, and do hereby swear official post-office stamp at the
. ehos bk (or affirm) that they are truc and complete to the best of my  right.

Al s mont b ameerad by pocvans [43eace 3 aboy o oldec.  Poc Shikdcoes wostoc [47eac ol ador oals 1ha Mowsa marked iR knowledge, information, and belief.
o e R e e By e L e o g ke B S e T e



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5654540
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- : RRA

SR, . FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
e " APPLICATION FOR IMMIGRANT VISA I- 678198
AND ALIEN REGISTRATION

e SEaN 7 = ﬁ Ln ,,QM 1 being duly sworn, and hereby o T gy Voot Vins and
'(Mu;mnﬁzomm) i _,._vu.a-.q,_.__,._n_
eptenber

before mo this gt

T Fumily same Given rame. Taal | 2 Pines aod dte o bt M
Stroadold, Lipari, Messina, Italy
T Ouher nasmes by whieh T Rave b Knows.

SRR gy, [ Wsmenumwemne || IMmMigration Visa and Alien

CELLI)
6. Name and abies o o 10 whom denined,

(o 1 5. Address [n the Usited States.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA B, 3%2&?0 Lo 5 Eruger Place, Pascalc, NuJo Grace Mirabito MDUTELIA (mhr). for address see 5
IMMIGRANT VISA AND ALIEN mrsm’rlon s 953 o it i o et e o 7 Ghaporpe MEABTEO .,......_.. H H H H H
T — A N e [t egistration for Angelina Mirabito,
1 cortity that the mmigrant mamed herin arrived in the United Statos st this P‘f%a 4(a) (6 Tl [0 B I e[ 1 Wt | 8, Natmaity R
e o ot St (e | Twdian | u:ﬁ plompr
e - e T I P =Bl A10325304
and o nspeted by e andS0TNEE < . Oeupaion . Disisgusting mrks ﬂ.u':r*—q--m-
Baker shop owher Scar on the neck
B 4 b i at .. Palermo, lialy.
Q“E : i Totded i B port ol vty | 2. P dtiation [ 341 o [ T . . ofe
Soom SO el Yo Yark Oty 800 5 it (R | oSl e e e
e Sl E : ational Archives ldentitier:
oy el 8 1955 ? 98, Placws of previows rideneeStrombold, Lipari, Wesoina, Italy from BIrth to date, oxoopts 1906-191%1 Fassals, WJ.| .
ACTION OF SPECIAL INQUIRY OFFICER. [ p 1921-1925 and 1926-19301 Brooklyny KoY
Tho it e berein was (admitid) (exluded) {42 20 e2Real taken) | T vl of this vis espnes e, E. 5.7, st the end of e =
under Sectl e Tonalgsation aad Natkooallir Ack ) 1958 Vinoenao MIRABITO (husband), decoased - o 5398842)
i i, 5> s . = _—
Nationality (if stateless, so state, and give jonaliy) LbaLian
T Name ad s of o Nama s o ber
e o Ignmio MIRABITO, docoased Rosalda Rosano MIRABIIO, decessed
s V1 buiy of thluty i In e appiaion,  This i doca DTty - o TSR L S
ol RO Y oo R % v ok ol ey bl e B Bt AL f 191 cim 0 Reluge Bell Act o 1953 aad e lmmigration 1 Nalomuly Act e
bacd ou the aowing e erwth s maie  prt Ml 4 s (5. 2 ).
1 am the sister of Grace Mirabito MDUTELLA e
who 4s an Amrican oitizen, Cortificate of Vidowhood
VP 326848 aprroved 10 Jum 1953 Folice recerds (3)
i o At e 3 i 5 i, ol o et P, o e s el G
Tover
= D b

In 1926 I applied to the Acerican Consulate Of Catanis, Italy for an imigrant Visa

< A pplication emtived om revrs side)



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5398842
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Sl e Address Report Card

Qi - < . 3 =
e e ADDRESS REPORT CARD = ) 5 5O NOT TEAR, FOLD, MTILATE i
U ' 3 OR SPINDLE THIS CARD.
’ esiding in theaUnited Sictes on Januvary 1 shall, within ten days following such date, report fheirv address to the Commissioner, Immigration and —
N“wr.ervice. AlieM®temporarily cdmitted to the United States, whose period of admission has not yet expired and who have not violated the conditions Address Report Ca rd
of their admission, are not considered, for the purposes of this report, to be residing in the United States and need not maoke this report. If you have any doubt, *
.‘: to whether you should make o report, be on the safe side ond submit one. - = .
Use this form for reporting your address. All entries on this form except your signature must be PRINTED clearly in ink or with a dork or indelible pencil. ’ for Mar'a Ferra ro
WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED THIS FORM TAKE IT TO ANY POST OFFICE AND HAND IT TO THE POSTAL CLERK. DO NOT MAIL IT. $2 )
The following instructions must be followed for Items 2, 3, and 6. ITEM 2: Be sure to indicate your regisiration number. This is very important. Your g
registration number appears on the official alien registration receipt card issued to you. ITEM 3: Print the name you used when registering under the Alien Registration < A4212 197
Act in 1940; or, if you entered the United Stotes after December 26, 1940, print the name used at time of entry. ITEM &: Print the name of the country of which 5
8 you are a citizen or 'Ihich you owe permanent allegiance. o
3 [ v wame s i (National Archives
e 0 PR PP ROV , 5
o ‘.. uw:..‘:oJ‘]oc . F‘&Yrd’\,o M AP g ; .o
z (LasT) nls (waoL!) . )
2 [(2) MY REGISTRATION NUMBER IS | FNAME OF ; h - - . Identlfler' M
~ .
|2 | MRRIA Ferraro
3 |(4) MY PRESENT ADDRESS I8 + N (
z v 3 F = y I B % .
z 3)5 Hill Avemnie Endicott . CBenowhe -
@ STREZY ADDRESS OR RURAL_ROUTE) (rost orrick) (srate) I (counry) ;
. |(8) 1 waS BORN ON (6) 1 AM A NATIONAL OF DO NOT STATE CODE DISTRICT CODE couN.o!“cool
5 : ! x . -
% M* 42’ /793/ .ﬁ f-‘b WRITE IN%> ’/ ”; &
:c’ (montk) (oay) (vear) Mﬂ‘lﬂv) THESE S PACES [ aeees / / ,j o
§ (7) DATE THIS CARD IS SIGNED (8) | CERTIFY THAT A‘LL STATEMENTFABOVE ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, =
> S o
g J‘r’! g /9517 QA Do oty s =
« %oRTH) OAY) (vear) SIGNATURE OF ALIEN
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5654540
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(Printed by author]

CERTIFIED COPY of ap

ENTRY OF BIRTH.
o is 3. 94 Pursuant to the Births anq peaths Registration Act, 1953,

Registration District HOLBORN ——

Sample of Birth,
Death, and

. y the Sub-district of  ST.GEORGE THE MARTYR =" GOUNTY OF LONDON ___ = =
Ma rrl age 2 =g f a | == ———nthe = —
Name, and surname of | Name, surname, and maiden ienature, description, and “vis; 7 ", S O T AN
Ce rtificates ok I = , : father. surname of motdherv 2 Oceupation of father Sigas i:dumeao‘ iption, o o] st &” : T&f‘r&'ﬁ“&’;r s
53 3
. - | Julia Rossi, k L] M 38484
from A-Files = cLaENT JULTA Piasotorie Ries sixt o
i duit e
= Girl ROSSI ROSSI Journeynan) 26 Lambs Con July ' i
= Fotmasty gures = Marviage Certificate
E 3
1 « GREGOIRE, LEO JOSEPH %
CERTIFIED COPY of an TRY OF DEATH. £ THETFORD MINES, QUEBEC
Pursuant to the Births and ths Registl’ation ACt’ 1953' e OF 8 HuTTON, MADELINE MARY
7 Dea [ PLACE OF BIRTH LINDSAY, ONTARIO
[ - m— e A ‘
IgIStrahon DlStnCt et - . My | DATE OF MARRIAGE DECEMBER 2ND. 191510
Sub-district of ___HASTINGS “in the__COUNTY BOROUCE op BASTINGS. | S ToronTo, YorK CouNTY
—— —— % e ——
2 E o=k ] 5 \'//m When ‘ B i Decemser 117H, 1944 e 1944-05-058632
d surname. / Sex. Age. Occupation. Cause of geath- 1%esider\c'e nfm registered. ssuEp AT ToRoNTO, ONTARIO, THE  1HTH oavor  MAY w 64
V—/ 3
Twentyfy i
f 98, Parker| 1 Julia Aida Maud ! ; W
S a ¥ jal ‘ :
Road,Hastingd.  infavetion Adow of £95987" | o 1
4 ¢8 b Atheroma of In attendance il 212964 A8
Male |6 Cinema ies -
ears| Manager, SUTORRE axter 8, Parker Road, Apri) TR e
retired, Cortified by Hastings. E
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Selected Miscellaneous

NOTICE! NOTICE!
THIS FILE IS NOT CONSOLIDATED

L. When this file becomes active and subsidiary files are needed from the Central
Office to complete the file consolidation, Form G180 shall be executed, giving
data necessary to make complete search of indexes and to prepare decentrali-
zation records.

IL. The following information must be shown when appropriate:
A. Entry subsequent to July 1, 1924, where the documents are in the Central

Office and a search of indexes is required:

1. Visas.—The name used at time of arrival, if different from present
name,

2. ReeNTRY PERMIT.—The name used at the time the last permit was
issued and year of issuance.

3. SuspENsION OF DEPORTATION.—The name under which the record of
entry was created and when possible, the Central Office immigration
file number.

B. Entry prior to July 1, 1924, where the record of entry is at the port of
arrival.

1. The entry shall be verified and the G-180 stamped to show “Entry as
immigrant verified,” unless record was created through registry.

2. Recistry.—The name under which the record of entry was created and
when available, number shall be given.

III. CreatioN oF RECORDS.—Where record of entry is created under sections 244,
245, 249, or private law: the G-180 shall show “Record created under . . .”

IV. Any Central Office file number, other than above, which may be known, shall be
quoted.

<

. All requests for records and files for consolidation from Central Office shall be
made on Form G-180.

ADM 428 (03 10-001 .5 comenneee e ot

GIVEN NAME MANIFEST
: WIILIAM SHEET No.
: LINE NO.
B LAST IN UNTED STATES

ANY V' OR
IN

*5657 White Bluff Rd Savannah Ga

. . . DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH
Below: Application and Permit B erreon moiian
to Reenter the United States for WATIONALITY B4 ¢4 sh e R
DESTINATION ABROAD: STREET ADDRESS CITY OR TOWN

Eric Watson, A11221466 34 Lindholme Yorkshire Eng

REASON FOR GOING ABROAD “oaTEbanD "PORT OF DEPART-

. . e visit FROM UNITED STATES AND

(Natlonal Archives Identifier: o oS WL YT e e :: :mg:"nrmmun VESSEL
5408713 i mos NEW - YORK-

5 3 Q 100
LAST ENTRY IN UNITED STATES, _ AL L9 197

L 28/ 50| NewTork

’ NAME OF VESSEL OR: Alﬂdlka!

- ) 3 e
ALIEN REGISTRATION (l(.aﬂ\ ) i o 0 ‘7 ss ﬁ mer i qa - ““

4 fwm o O i WAS SUCH ENTRY FOR PERMANENT nssm:nc: OR TEMPORARY STAY? oL S. UNITED STATS
| e e 4 Perm, N \
| APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO REENTER THE UNITED STATE! 3 MIT oF nEPAnT“nE OF AllE" ;
| A fee of $10, wgether wich two,identical unmounted, unretouched, and signed photographs mi orm approved \'J
i ;:3_.;?%6 s application. I you mail this application, attach money ‘order o theck, D B ureau No. 43-R259.4. L

(This i inink. Read carefully and follow inst structions on Form 1. Seebeiss J~ P‘ é m. l“ g ‘LV‘ Pl
TO THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVIC .

Above: Report of Departure of Alien for William
Regelous, A7464511

Above: Sample “Not
Consolidated” Notice from A-Files

(National Archives Identifier: 5362891)



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5408713
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5362891
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Naturalization Records
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Additionally, within an A-File you may find:

e Declaration of Intention & Petition for
Naturalization

e Certificate of Naturalization/Certificate of
Citizenship

NOTE: Naturalization records will primarily
appear in an A-File if the naturalization took
place April 1, 1956, or after.

TO BE FORWARDED TO * No. 11819560
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE = 2 g
S C U USS PRy y  NUDINIRDD R N N DY
920747 22 142 420

ClionKegitvation Ve
NOVEMBER 6, 1904 MALE
. s
RighIS Joot e
il i
W ,,// ‘“ sty PEEEIRPINES

7
iy o
S //,// it o dleserppdein abore geoen ;/m =y //f// Ahograpihs ///m// erele .. lkeness.of ome.

Coorashe ot Aectrmsgrnn
UNITED STATES 0 m”””’ esignatire of ol
BASTERN DIST.OF NEW YORK £
District

DedFnown. ol abgeosgnohdlseares Courty 5
Aol fugpiugrisfiaral i

7% SHIONRIO-CANTE IEAVTR e Corert hanveing fruncttha! P
th ST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 11370 1§

‘DUPLICATE-
Z /,,/,,,,/a«xw/,m '//,,A,/X;,/{; ACK
e o ‘"

vz an
/M///n/a/ beirng //A o Uinmeded M / ///Mm 4th
T desten

/’/)ﬂcmv m

her
e dhyearofonr Sord minedoen hundrodand. 8

RICHARD H. WEARE
P .S District
Olerk of Vhe Gowrt.

By Ltrrrcia X, /ﬂae@»‘w(yﬂm "‘."J
A0

Certificate of Naturalization for Leonardo
Bulawin, A22142420 (National Archives Identifier:

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5500056

Additional Immigrant-Related Records

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

A-Files can also include:

e Passenger manifest/border crossing records and information

e Visa Files, Registry Files, Petition Files, Chinese Exclusion Files, and
other INS record types that were consolidated into the A-File

e Passport records (both foreign and U.S.)

e Deportation records

e WWII enemy alien records (immigrants of German, Italian, and
Japanese descent)

e Records of repatriation and derivative citizenship
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Record Requests
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Research Services

Image: A-File folders in a box
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Sy e A-Files Online Catalog Search Result
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National Archives Identifier Individual’s Name Alien Registration Number &

Accession/Box Info

Catalog Entry

|nterpretat|0n ollowing is some of the information contained in the alien case file: Bffth Date:
Guidance 11/16912 Date of Entry: 10/30/1997 Port Of Entry: Los Angeles, CA (IA)
Birth: S\Lanka Father's Name: Abdul Mother's Name: Samara Naturalgfation Date:

4/20/1999%

jen Case File (A-File) for Abdul Moomin

untry of

Maturalization Location: Los Angeles, CA

T NAID: 74764167 I Container1D: 1003 T Local ID: A41214911/566-17-0189/Box1003
Creator: Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service. 6/14/1940-3/1/2003
s: Alien Case Files

Note: Always read the “Scope & Content” note to learn more about the subject of the file.

Be sure to scroll to the bottom National Archives at Kansas City[A]
of the catalog entry to fi\‘l_lie.\_N_____"@ Kansas City, MO, 64108 % (816)268-8000 & (816)268-8038 @ Afileskansascity@nara.gov
the Location of Record

Copy CopyStatus C Specific Media Type C

Reference,
1  Reproduction, and Loose Sheets (Container 1003
Preservation
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What can the National Archives Catalog tell me

O\ - Research
228 Services

about the subject of the file?
e Alien Registration number e Father’s Name
e LastName e Mother’s Name
e First Name e Naturalization Date
e Alias e Naturalization Court
e Date of Birth e Naturalization Location
® Sex
e Date of Entry
e Country of Birth
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o Searching the Catalog

Photographs and other O ile Uni
Graphic Materials (40) Barela, Antonio R.; Rio Grande Project

Architectural and Engineering

1 Drawings (5) T NAID: 68163729 | T Container ID: 131
® You can searc h b First an d / or Surname ¢ R Cretor:Department of th Interor, Bureau of Reclamation 6(20/1523-11/6/1975
Mokiinaeesi T Record Group 115: Records of the Bureau of Reclamation

& T3 Series: Land Acquisition and Right of Way Files

OR Alien Registration Number (ex. 0

— Level of Description Lucero, Antonio and Concepcion E.; Rio Grande Project

M I NAID:68163889 | T ContainerID:136
File Unit (14,410 i "
. SR Creator: Department of the Interior. Bureau of Reclamation. 6/20/1923-11/6/1979
Item (3,602 % Record Group 115: Records of the Bureau of Reclamation
. . > T Series: Land Acquisition and Right of Way Files
e BE AWARE: You will be looking for
. O

Fi o Petition for Naturalization of Antonio Grande, June 16, 1903
- File Format of Archival

res u lts W i t h “Al i e n C a Se Fi le fo r [ n a m e] ” Matstials This item consists of a Petition for Naturalization filed by Antonio Grande on

6/16/1903 in the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania
+ Part of Record Groups Country of origin listed as Italy.

¢« M » M 2 A
or “A-File for [name]” as the title on the |+ e .
B Record Group 21: Records of District Courts of the United States
results page.
Alien Case File for Antonio Grande
. Keep in m i nd that A_Fi les a re only N ” ®10r Antonio Grande. Date of birth is listed as

02/26/1875. Country is listed as Italy.

+ Location of Archival
Materials

eries: Petitions for Naturalization

+ Dates by Year O

I NAID:5337925 | T ContainerID:8 | I Local ID: A5650970/085-09-0706/Box8

m a i n ta i n ed i n Ka n Sa S C i ty a n d S a n SR Creator: Department of Justice. Inmigration and Naturalization Service. 6/14/1940-3/1/2003

T Record Group 566: Records of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
& T Series: Alien Case Files

Francisco. T

This file consists of an alien case file for Antonio Grande. Date of birth is listed as
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e Searching the Catalog

You can also search for the term “Alien Case Files” series from the main page. You will
open the entries with that title (National Archives Identifiers: 4488912 and 6105565) and
can click on the “Search within this Series” button to limit your search to ONLY A-Files.
Note: You may need to search both the Kansas City and San Francisco series.

Record Group 566: Records of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
T series

. .
Alien Case Files, 1944—2003

Other title: A-Files

Creator: Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service. 6/14/1940-3/1/2003 (Most Recent)

T NAID: 4488912 [2’] Textual Records [©] Photographs and other Graphic Materials 6 Collected: 1944-2003

Q Search within this Series (3 1,339,226 File Units
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B Searching the Catalog
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When | complete a “Search within this Series” in the Catalog, | normally try the following
search term combinations and browse the result lists:

Surname

First Name and Surname

Surname and Year of Birth (ex. Grande and 1875)
First Name and Year of Birth

Exact Date of Birth (ex. 9/5/1903 or 09/05/1903)
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Submitting a Request
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How can | request copies of A-Files?
e Send an email to the appropriate NARA office:
o afiles.kansascity@nara.gov

o sanbruno.archives@nara.gov
e We can also receive requests via postal mail or fax.

A successful request includes:
e Individual’s complete name (including known variants)
e Local Identifier (Alien Registration Number, Accession Number, Box Number)
e National Archives Identifier (NAID)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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S Submitting a Request
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Also helpful to include to aid confirming a match to the individual you are seeking:

Individual’s approximate date and place of birth (include known date variants)
Individual’s approximate date of entry into the United States

City/state where the individual resided in the United States

Names of parents, spouses, and/or children

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




e Submitting a Request
A-Files for on-site use in NARA research room:

e A-Files can only be viewed in the research rooms at Kansas City and San Francisco.
o A-Files are not shipped between NARA locations.
e Appointments are required.
o A-Files in Kansas City are stored off site and require advance notice for retrieval.
o A-Files in Kansas City and San Francisco require advance screening by staff prior
to public use.

e Researchers must register and complete orientation prior to visiting the research
room.
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= ®  Nomatching results in the Catalog?

ARCHIVES

e |fyou cannot find yourindividual in the Catalog, it is because NARA does not currently
maintain the record.

e NARA will accession new A-Files on an annual basis.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




S D No matching results in the Catalog?
Researchers can continue their search by contacting the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) through their Genealogy Program:
WWwWw.uscis.gov/genealogy

OR

through a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request:
https://www.uscis.gov/records/request-records-through-the-freedom-of-
information-act-or-privacy-act.

The USCIS continues to maintain all active and inactive A-Files that have not yet
been transferred into the holdings of the National Archives.

cPARTA,
\“/’\"‘.1-.

» U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services
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A-Files Fee Schedule

Research and Reproduction Fees

Mail Order Services

Product/Service Fee

A-File with a date of birth prior to1890 $27.00

A-File with a date of birth 1890 or after $40.00

On-Site Service

Self-service Product/Service Fee

Self-service paper to paper copy $0.25 per copy

Note: There is an additional $15.00 fee for
certification (per certification packet, up
to 150 pages). Certified copies must be
provided in paper format.

Standard mail order services fees include
one copy format, scan OR paper.
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- Web Resources
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Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records > Immigration Records > Immigrant Records at the National Archives

Immigrant Records at the National Archives

o
I h e A- F | I es p a ge Among the billions of historical records housed at the National Archives throughout the country, researchers can find information relating to immigrants

from the late 1700s through the early 2000s. The National Archives preserves and makes available documents created by Federal agencies in the course | Pease note: Although some of these records
of their daily business. have been digitized and made available

H H 1 online, there are many records that are only
p r OV I e S a I I O n a As you plan your research, consider this question: how does my research topic intersect with the US Federal Government? available in paper or microfilm format at NARA
locations.
inf tion t ide A
Fil h
e researcn.

What are you researching?

Immigration Records i Naturalization Records

Visa Records

The Immigrant Records
landing page is a great
resource for locating
additional record series A
related to A-Files.

Alien Files (A-Files)

Enemy Alien Records Passport Records

Other Immigrant Topics Ethnic Heritage

Other Research Questions


https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration

Contact Info

ARCHIVES

A-Files in Kansas City: afiles.kansascity@nara.gov

A-Files in San Francisco: sanbruno.archives@nara.gov
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After the Broadcast
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Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts
will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2024
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Feedback
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We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help
us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs.
Thank you!

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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Huge thanks go to:

the presenters,

the AV team,

the Communications and Marketing Division,
employees throughout Research Services, and
everyone else who contributed to the success
of this program.

Thank You
Genealogy
Series Team!

We could not produce the Genealogy Series
without your support!
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KNOW YOUR RECORDS |

National Archives and Records Administration

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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Questions and Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions.

Although this concludes the video portion of the
broadcast, we will continue to take your questions
in chat for another 10 minutes.
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