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Join us in May and June for our annual series on family history research!
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Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to
present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research.

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the
government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our

records that relate to family history and to make those records available to
you through the Genealogy Series.
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ey About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the

National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical
research.

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the
United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced
family historians—all are welcome!
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ey Join the Conversation

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a
session’s premiere

Live Chat on YouTube: Login and type your questions and comments

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series
conversation using #GenealogySeries2025

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Instructions

e | o
A 2 - login

 participate
« ask questions

Join the conversation!

Participate during the live event.

Show More Log in to YouTube, and then

. type your questions and comments
« slides

into the live chat.
« handout
« evaluation

Closed
Captions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Tuesday, May 13,1 p.m. ET
e Welcome and Introductions
e Revealing Ties to Espionage in the Office of Strategic Services Records
Presenter: Molly Kamph

Wednesday, May 21,1 p.m. ET
e From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of Vietnam; Researching Native
American Veterans in the National Archives, 1881-1966
Presenters: Cody White, Kayla Dawkins, Rose Buchanan, and Leo Belleville

Tuesday, June 3,1 p.m. ET
e Washington, DC, Law and Order: Cops and Robbers, 1861-1991
Presenter: M Marie Maxwell
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Wednesday, June 11,1 p.m. ET
e Disaster Preparedness and Response for Family Collections

Presenters: Sara Holmes and Sara Leonowitz

Tuesday, June 17,1 p.m. ET
e Researching Immigrant Ancestors: Alien Registration (AR-2) Forms
Presenters: Elizabeth Burnes and John LeGloahec
e Closing Remarks

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




ey Session Overview

Revealing Ties to Espionage in the
Office of Strategic Services Records

Have you uncovered clues that your family member may have been a spy for
the federal government? This session will provide a brief history of the Office of
Strategic Services (1942-1947), which is the predecessor of the Central
Intelligence Agency, and an overview of the finding aids and records available
atthe National Archives at College Park to determine if your relative was part of
the vast web of spies, informants, or other clandestine agents acting on behalf
of the United States.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Molly Kamph is an archivist in the Textual Reference and Augmented
Processing Branch at the National Archives at College Park, MD (Archives Il).
Her specialties include both civilian and military records relating to foreign
affairs, intelligence, homeland security, and defense. Molly joined the
National Archives in August 2023 as an archivist in Accessioning and Basic
Processing, where she worked on records relating to foreign affairs and
public health. Prior to her time at NARA, she spent seven years working as a
collections and archives technician and project archivist at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History. She also completed a
master of arts in museum anthropology at the George Washington University
in 2017 and a bachelor of arts in history and anthropology from the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities in 2014. She is also a certified archivist.

Molly Kamph
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Revealing Ties to Espionage in the
Office of Strategic Services Records

Molly Kamph
Archivist, National Archives at College Park
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W o Presentation Overview

ARCHIVES

e Brief History of Federal
Government Espionage in the
United States

e Office of Strategic Services (OSS)

Overview
e Navigating OSS Indexes and
Finding Aids ’
® Other Inte“igence ReSOU rces a nd “Audience in demolition class. Milton Hall, England, circa
1944.” Record Group 226, Local Identifer: 226-FPL, 0SS
ReCO rdS Field Station, London, England, 1943-1944, Item National

Archives Identifier: 540063.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/540063
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S:®  Federal Espionage in the United States

e Intelligence gathering has existed in various
capacities since the beginning of the United
States.

Coordinated efforts began during World War II.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
established the Office of the Coordinator of
Information (COIl) in 1941 to gather
information related to the War.

e |n 1942, the Office of Strategic Services (0SS)

[Operan] “Jedbughs get instructions from Briefing Officer in London replaced the Col, becoming the first

flat. England, circa 1944.” Record Group 226, Local Identifier: 226-FPL, H H H
0SS Field Station, London, England, 1943-1944, Item National Archives centra llzed us. Intelllgence agency'

Identifier: 540064.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/540064

(s s o Office of Strategic Services (0SS), 1942 —-1945

ARCHIVES

e Responsible forespionage efforts
abroad, including propaganda,
subversion of the Axis powers, and
other efforts relating to post-war
recovery and planning

e (0SS-> Strategic Services Unit (SSU)~>
Central Intelligence Group (CIG)~>
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

7 . " e Records split between Department of

e : e State and CIA, before permanent

' | records transferred to the National

\

SR A

“[Detachment - 101 Burma] - [Roll 13] - Frame 27,” Record Group 226, Entry UD 102,
Copies of Photographs Relating to Activities of Detachment 101, 1943-1945, Roll 13, Arch lves
Frame 27, Item National Archives Identifier: 23816013.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23816013

S+ = Record Group 226 Indexes and Finding Aids

'l'l
Services

| R "“
e 0SS veterans in the SSU arranged most OSS ] r“ Ijl Im E"" i
operational records according to OSS locations, | ““ﬁl“ -‘ . |

offices, and file categories. " |la!“ 'lln_n gac ’ ’

o These efforts resulted in indexes and more

un¥g"aggee |
detailed finding aids associated with the records. ‘m“ I -~

e PLEASE NOTE: Indexes and finding aids are a starting ' “II Tl LU L
point. Some of the information may be outdated, but i Beal gemimgse "
these resources provide clues for where to begin your l

e Record Group 226: Records of the Office of Strategic

o |
SearCh . Record Group 226 Indexes and Finding Aidsin the Textual
Records Consultation Area (Room 3000) at the National
Archives at College Park.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Personal Name Index

e Namesidentified by the OSS veterans who organized the records

Index to many series within Record Group 226

e Organized alphabetically by Last Name, then First Name, and includes Originating Location, Branch, Type of
Record, Series Number, Entry Number, Box Number, Folder Number, Storage Location

SURNAME FNAME | ORIG R | vee | ser | extvo | Boxwo | Fouwno |
STEe MALDVAN WASHINGTON REG e 0007 ORRA 000% B
STEN MAX NEW YORK SFE PTS 0037 108 00017 00240
STEN NAX ANEW YORK SFE Pis 0037 108 00017 0240
STEN PrLLP WASHINGTON REG o 00T o 0012 00087
STEN WILBLR KUNANG SPF FIN 0004 197 00008 001
STEMBACH ROLF FAFS s PERS (012 183A 00008 0004
STENSECK o WASHINGTON Ao, P 00t 00 00 00SM
STERSECK 20N WASHINGTON REG O 00T 0 00000 00077
STENSERD WASHNGTON MO oP 04 1R 001 01600
STENSERD HANS JOACHM LONDON X2 PTS 0015 1GA 0004 0129
STERBERG JOACHIM LONDON X-2 FTS 0015 1184 00044 01287
STENBERG SALL WASHNGTON SFF PERS 0004 180A 00c2e 01124
STENSARUCH e STOCOLM X2 PTs 0005 1284 00003 00034
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Radio and Cable and Operational Files, 1943-1945..

Orher vitke. Records of the Washington Radio & Cable and Fleld Phato Branch

Creater: Jolnt Ohiefs of Staft, Ofice of Strategic Services. Field Photographic Branch. (01/04/1943 - 10/01/1945) (Most
Recont)

N Tewtual Becords Collactod 194)- 1945 Covery: 19411945

NASD: 6171614

. S (N mithes v e 723 Ve Levts

Not Yet Avallable Onkme

ude ne

NationalArchives Catalog Description for the SeriesRadio and Cable and Operational Files,
1943-1945 (Record Group 226, Entry UD 90, Series National Archives Identifier: 61716 14).

RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6171614
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wsm Personnel Files and Personnel Listing

The series Personnel Files of the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-ca. 1962 (Record Group 226, Entry Al 224, National Archives Identifier: 1593270) has an associated
index that contains alisting of individuals who have a personnel files within this series. Files are also searchable online on the National Archives Catalog.

° Files consist of 0SS applications, personal histories/statements, training records, performance evaluations, payroll information, promotions, reassignments,
separations and discharge forms, etc. Most files are fragmentary, incomplete, and provide merely glimpses at the events of a career in the OSS.

A separate, comprehensive listing of 0SS personnel was accessioned into the National Archives holdings from the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

Organized Alphabetically by Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial, Rank, Service
Number, Box Number, Storage Location

Hall Thomas R 306
Hall Virginia 34343545 | 306
Hall William T 307
Hall, Virginia
These records consist of the personnel file of Virginia Hall (also known as Diane
Heckler).
I NAID:2174818 | 1 Container ID: 306

S Creators: National Intelligence Authority. Central Intelligence Group. (01/22/1946 - 09/18/1947); Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Office of Strategic Services. (06/13/1942 - 10/01/1945); National Security Council. Central Intelligence
Agency. (09/18/1947 - 12/04/1981); War Department. Office of the Assistant Secretary of War. Strategic Services
Unit. (09/1945 - 10/19/1946)

7] Serics: Personnel Files of the Office of Strategic Services

“Photograph of Virginia Hall Receiving Award,” Record Group 226, Entry Al
224, Personnel Files of the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-ca. 1962, Box 306,
Item NationalArchives Identifier: 595150.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1593270
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/595150
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. Pages from Virginia Hall’s OSS Personnel File describing her recommendation and citation for the Distinguishéd Service Cross.
(“Hall, Virginia,” Record Group 226, Entry A1 224, Personnel Files of the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-ca. 1962, Box 306, File Unit National Archives Identifier: 2174818).

ADMINISTRATION
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0SS used codenames for individuals and operations. This index references many series within Record
Group 226.

° Organized alphabetically by Codename, Location of Origin, Branch, Type, Series Number, Entry Number,
Box Number, Folder Number, and Location

e  Virginia Hall's codename Heckler is referenced in a file in the series Field Station Files, 1941-1946 (Record
Group 226, Entry UD 190, Series National Archives Identifier: 595664, Box 741, Folder 1742). Also available

in the microfilm publication M1642 - Records of the Office of Strategic Services: Washington Director's Office
Administrative Files, 1941-1945.

a Code Name ndex m y W O

A n < o L ’ O« "
CNAMY ORK, R TYPL SER  ENTNO DOXNO FOLNC
- o8 o 0O%e GO

o o0 WK

HECKLER

“Photograph of a Drawing of Virginia Hall,” Record Group
226, Entry UD 92, CentralFiles, 1941-1946, Box 296, Item
NationalArchives Identifier: 595660.

Code Nams Ouery

ATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/595664
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/595660

Sl i Topical Subject Index

e Subjects identified by the OSS veterans who organized the records
e Indextomany series within Record Group 226

Organized alphabetically by Topic/Subject, Originating Location, Branch, Type, Series
Number, Entry Number Box Number, Folder Number, Storage Location

_ [ ] | ®= |m|!pt|wrw|m|m-:|
DEFT OF §TATE WRSHNGTTN Sk L] 2004 e 0ooC: iy
DET 531 A7R WASHNGTON o5 o T W we peom
EET B2 FOSTER 14044 B o8 PERE OO WA 0006 Do
BET 30 DEACTRATEH Bf wF P s wen  waw
DET aa COmm S0 RN e B axn L e fua
DET 40& PERZ LSTS L2 =8 =1 or o L bOC X oo

R ]

Operations Personnel Records, 1943-1947
Ot e Becords of 033 Operptions

Nationad nteSipeace Authority, Contral inmeliigence Growp. (1/22/1968 - 3110/ 1947) (Mast Recent)
Joint Chiets of Stall Office of Strategic Sevvices. 4/10/1942-19(1/1945 (Predecessor]
War Departeent. Office of the Assistant Secretary of Wi, Strategit Services Unit. 571945 10/13/1944 (Predecessor)

Not Yet Availabie Onbne

“[Detachment - 101 Burma] - [Roll 187] - Frame 10,” Record Group 226, Entry UD
102, Copies of Photographs Relating to Activities of Detachment 101, 1943-1945, Roll

. i . NatioﬁalAréhfves Cata log Des‘cription' for the Séries Operationé I;'ersonneIRecords, 1943-1947
e G e satipnal drc s eentifier 23210, (Record Group 226, Entry UD 165-A, Series NationalArchives Identifier: 6293067).

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23824699
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6293067

S+ = Where Can the Indexes and Finding Aids Lead?

e The series Sources and Methods Files, 1941-2002 (Record Group 226, Entries A1 210 through Al 220,
Series National Archives Identifier: 2635467)

o Previously withheld documents relating to intelligence sources and methods produced
between 1941 and 1947 by the JCS, OSS and the SSU
o Can be challenging to navigate, as the CIA’s Withdrawal Numbers (WNs) are notin sequence,

but our more descriptive finding aids can help reconcile the location of a record found in other
indexes from one of these entries

e Washington, DC, headquarters and other field station records
o There are many separate series with files from OSS headquarters as well as field stations
across the globe

o Can be helpful to know which specific office was responsible for records of interest (i.e.,

Research and Analysis [R&A] Branch) or where an individual was assigned to work (i.e., Paris
Field Office)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2635467
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e Military Intelligence Division (MID) Indexes

o Available Online:

B Security Classified Personal Name Index, 1917-1941
(National Archives Identifier: 2824985)

B Security Classified Organizational Index, 1917-1941

(National Archives Identifier: 2825059)

B Security Classified Geographic Name Index, 1917-
1941 (National Archives Identifier: 2825078)

B Security Classified Subject Index, 1917-1941 (National

Archives Identifier: 2825049)

o Often lead to files in the series Security Classified

Correspondence and Reports, 1917-1941 (Record

Group 165, Entry Al 65, Series National Archives

Identifier: 305261)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

and RECORDS
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“Yardley, Herbert O.,” Record Group 165, Entry NM-84 57 Secu ity Classified Personal Name Index, 1917-
1941, Reel 260, File Unit National Archives Identifier: 118548515, Image # 742.
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W= Other Indexes and Series of Interest

U.S. Army Investigative Records Repository (IRR)
® Theseries Intelligence and Investigative Dossiers Personal Files, ca. 1977-ca. 2004
(Record Group 319, Entry Al 134-B, Series National Archives Identifier: 645054) and
associated indexes
o Records relating to specificindividuals, collected during the course of
investigations.
® The series Intelligence and Investigative Dossiers Impersonal Files, ca. 1977-ca.
2004 (Record Group 319, Entry Al 134-A, Series National Archives Identifier:
576906) and associated indexes
o Records collected during the course of investigations of specific organizations, as
well as general topics of intelligence and counterintelligence interest.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/645054
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Record Group
60: Records of
Record Group tgﬁf:a‘ff;?'
59: General Investigation
Records ofthe
Department of
State

Record Group 263:
Records of the Central
Intelligence Agency

Record Group

Record Group -
373: Records of
the Defense

563: General
Records of the -
Department of Intelligence
Homeland Agency
Security
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Resources and Contacts

Office of Strategic Services Research Guide:
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/oss

Intelligence Community Research Guide:
https://www.archives.gov/research/intelligence

National Archives Catalog: https://catalog.archives.gov

Please email us at: archives2reference@nara.gov

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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N 1 After the Broadcast
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Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts
will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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S o Feedback
We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help
us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs.
Thank you!

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Huge thanks go to:
e the presenters,
Thank You e theAVteam,
e the Communications and Marketing Division,
Genealogy e employees throughout Research Services, and
Series Team! e everyone else who contributed to the success

of this program.

We could not produce the Genealogy Series
without your support!
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KNOW YOUR RECORDS |

National Archives and Records Administration

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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ey Questions and Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions.

Although this concludes the video portion of the
broadcast, we will continue to take your questions
in chat for another 10 minutes.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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