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Welcome!

2025 Genealogy Series

Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to 

present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research.

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the 

government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our 

records that relate to family history and to make those records available to 

you through the Genealogy Series.
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About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the 

National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical 

research. 

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the 

United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced 

family historians—all are welcome! 
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Join the Conversation

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a 

session’s premiere

Live Chat on YouTube: Log in and type your questions and comments

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series 

conversation using #GenealogySeries2025
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Instructions

Show More
• slides
• handout
• evaluation

Chat
• log in
• participate
• ask questions

Closed 
Captions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Schedule, May 13 – June 3

Schedule
Tuesday, May 13, 1 p.m. ET
● Welcome and Introductions
● Revealing Ties to Espionage in the Office of Strategic Services Records

Presenter: Molly Kamph

Wednesday, May 21, 1 p.m. ET
● From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of Vietnam; Researching Native

American Veterans in the National Archives, 1881–1966
Presenters: Cody White, Kayla Dawkins, Rose Buchanan, and Leo Belleville

Tuesday, June 3, 1 p.m. ET
● Washington, DC, Law and Order: Cops and Robbers, 1861–1991

Presenter: M Marie Maxwell
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Schedule, June 11 – June 17

Schedule

Wednesday, June 11, 1 p.m. ET
● Disaster Preparedness and Response for Family Collections

Presenters: Sara Holmes and Sara Leonowitz

Tuesday, June 17, 1 p.m. ET
● Researching Immigrant Ancestors: Alien Registration (AR-2) Forms

Presenters: Elizabeth Burnes and John LeGloahec
● Closing Remarks
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Session Overview

From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of 
Vietnam: Researching Native American Veterans in 

the National Archives, 1881–1966

Native Americans have a long and distinguished history of service in the 

United States Armed Forces. Using a host of records from across National 

Archives facilities, this talk will explore how National Archives records can 

be used to reconstruct their lives and service, using case studies from the 

Indian Wars, World War II, and the Vietnam Conflict.
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Presenter Biography, Cody White

Presenter Biographies

Cody White

Cody White is an archivist at the National 

Archives at Denver and a Subject Matter 

Expert for Native American Related Records. 

He holds a bachelor of arts in history from the 

University of Minnesota Twin Cities and a 

master of library and information science 

from University of California, Los Angeles. He 

has been with the National Archives since 

2012.
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Dawkins

Presenter Biographies

Kayla Dawkins

Kayla Dawkins is a reference archives 

specialist at the National Archives at St. 

Louis, where she has been employed for nine 

years. She has a bachelor of arts in English 

language and literature from Southern 

Illinois University Edwardsville as well as a 

master of library and information science 

from the University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign.
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Buchanan

Presenter Biographies

Rose Buchanan

Rose Buchanan is a reference archivist at the 

National Archives in Washington, DC, and a 

Subject Matter Expert for Native American 

Related Records. She has been with the 

National Archives since 2015.
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Belleville

Presenter Biographies

Leo Belleville

Leo Belleville began his career at the Ronald 

Reagan Presidential Library in 2012. 

Currently, he is an archivist at the National 

Archives at Chicago. He has a master of arts 

in history with a focus in archival museum 

science from California State University, 

Northridge, and a bachelor of arts in history 

from California State University, Channel 

Islands. 
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From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of Vietnam:
Researching Native American Veterans in the National Archives, 1881–1966

Excerpt from 1913 township 
survey plat; 32 north, 15 east 
(National Archives Identifier: 

2406691).

Three Native American Female 
Marines at Camp Lejeune

(National Archives Identifier: 
404791854).

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2406691
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/404791854
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7329402


Records are Coast to Coast!

Left to right: National Archives in Washington, DC, 
2009 (National Archives Identifier: 184341230); 

National Personnel Records Center, 2012 
(National Archives Identifier: 184341469); and 
National Archives at Denver, 2025 (presenter’s 

photograph).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/184341230
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/184341469


Meet Fork/Nec Thoud (Gros Ventre)

Fork and wife Hits, June 3, 1925 (National Archives Identifier: 1899054).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1899054


Fork’s 2nd Enlistment, May 1882

National Archives Microfilm 
Publication M233, Registers of 

Enlistments in the U.S. Army, 1798–
1914, Roll 71, Image 408.
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Fort Assinniboine, January 27, 1885

Fort Assinniboine, Montana Territory
(National Archives Identifier: 205135266).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205135266


Fort Assinniboine Post Return, May 1882

National Archives Microfilm 
Publication M617, Returns 

from U.S. Military Posts, 
1800–1916, Roll 42, Image 81.  
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18th Regiment of Infantry Return, May 1882

National Archives Microfilm Publication 
M665, Returns from Regular Army Infantry 

Regiments, June 1821–December 1916, Roll 
195, Image 51.  
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Now to Rose Buchanan, Archivist and Subject Matter Expert for 
Native American Related Records, National Archives in Washington, DC

Southwest Corner of National Archives Building, 1952 (National Archives Identifier: 266848129).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/266848129


cont.

Fork’s 2nd Enlistment, May 1882

Enlistment Papers of Indian Scouts, 
1866–1914 

(National Archives Identifier: 593325).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593325


Working for the Fort Belknap Agency, 1893–1917

Part of United States West of the Mississippi River (Excerpt) (National Archives Identifier: 100306991).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/100306991


Agency, 1893–1917, slide 2

Working for the Fort Belknap Agency, 1893–1917

Police and School Personnel 
Records, 1878–1951

(National Archives Identifier: 2579946).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2579946


Agency, 1893–1917, slide 3
Working for the Fort Belknap Agency, 1893–1917

Registers of Employees, 1878–1925 (National Archives Identifier: 2576605).

For more, check out “Get to Know Your Office of Indian Affairs 
Forms: The 5-929, Record of Employees” blog.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2576605
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-forms-the-5-929-record-of-employees
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-forms-the-5-929-record-of-employees


Agency, 1893–1917, slide 4
Working for the Fort Belknap Agency, 1893–1917

Personnel Files, January 1850–December 1947 (National Archives Identifier: 3758184).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/3758184


Resigns as Police Private to Farm

Personnel Administration Records, 1910–1949 (National Archives Identifier: 2576610).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2576610


Life as a Montana Farmer

Tract books, 1867–1963 (National Archives 
Identifier: 731103).

The 320-acre land parcel where Fork farmed 
(Google Maps 2008).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/search?page=1&q=731103
https://www.google.com/maps/@48.10621,-108.7134256,3a,75y,274.33h,90t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1skxkUMR6EJ1kwkVnNN4TV2w!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D0%26panoid%3DkxkUMR6EJ1kwkVnNN4TV2w%26yaw%3D274.33273!7i3328!8i1664?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMxOS4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


Indian War Veteran Pension

76193916

Veterans Administration Master Index, 1917–January 1972 (National Archives Identifier: 76193916).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/76193916


Meet John Werito (Navajo)

Map of the Navajo Country, 1937 
(Excerpt) (National Archives Identifier: 

234271298).

30

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/234271298


Meet John Werito (Navajo), cont.

Meet John Werito (Navajo)

Handwritten autobiography from John 
Werito’s Ute Vocational School 

student case file (National Archives 
Identifier: 74589173).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74589173


Attending Ute Vocational School

Record of Pupil in School form, to note grades, 
and Permanent School Census Card, to note attendance 

(National Archives Identifier: 74589173).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74589173


slide 2

Attending Ute Vocational School

Locally used student transcript records 
(National Archives Identifier: 74589173).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74589173


slide 3

Attending Ute Vocational School

Vocational Training Record Card 
(National Archives Identifier: 

1899054).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1899054


Becoming a U.S. Marine Corps Code Talker

John Werito Official Military Personnel File 
(National Archives Identifier: 299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


​To the battles of Kwajalein, Saipan, and Iwo Jima... 

John Werito Official 
Military Personnel File 

(National Archives 
Identifier: 299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


Battle Honors

Bronze Star medal citation (National Archives 
Identifier: 299715).

Purple Heart medal citation (National 
Archives Identifier: 299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


Writing to the Home Front…

Correspondence sent back to Ute Vocational 
School principal Robin Dean 

(National Archives Identifier: 1899054).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1899054


After the War…

John Werito to 12th Marine 
Reserve Division, 1947 

(National Archives Identifier: 
299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


Fort Logan National Cemetery, Denver, CO
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Meet Viola Eastman 
(Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate/Saginaw Chippewa)

Map of Indian Reservations, 
1885 (Excerpt)

(National Archives Identifier: 
152615806).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/152615806


Isabella County, MI

Population Schedules for the 1920 Census 
(National Archives Identifier: 2353589).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2353589


Now to Leo Belleville, Archivist at National Archives at Chicago

Chicago Federal Archives and Records Center, 1974 (National Archives Identifier: 102253108).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/102253108


Attending Mount Pleasant Indian School

School application records (National Archives Identifier: 
158331779). 

For more, check out “Get to Know Your Office of Indian Affairs 
Forms: The 5-192, Application for Enrollment in a Non-

Reservation School” blog.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/158331779
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-forms-the-5-192-application-for-enrollment-in-a-non-reservation-school
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-forms-the-5-192-application-for-enrollment-in-a-non-reservation-school
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-forms-the-5-192-application-for-enrollment-in-a-non-reservation-school


School, cont.
Attending Mount Pleasant Indian School

School clinical records 
(National Archives Identifier: 

158331779).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/158331779


On to Pipestone Indian School

Pipestone-Building (National Archives Identifier: 41089540).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/41089540


Attending Pipestone Indian School

Certificate of Promotion 
forms, completed after each 

school year (National 
Archives Identifier: 599708).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/599708


Transfer to Haskell Institute

Girls' Shorthand Class, Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kansas, ca. 1910 (National Archives identifier: 518924).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/518924?objectPage=2


“I’ve finally decided to join the Marines.”

Viola Eastman to Pipestone Indian School Superintendent J. W. Balmer, May 5, 1943 
(National Archives Identifier: 599708).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/599708


Working for the Department of Agriculture

Service record card (National Archives Identifier: 7403261).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7403261


Enlists in the U.S. Marine Corps

Service photographs (National Archives Identifier: 299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


Among the First Native American Women Marines

Photograph of Three Marine Corps Women 
Reservists, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

(National Archives Identifier: 535876).

Minnie Spotted-Wolf, Viola Eastman, and Celia Mix 
on the Wooded Shore of New River, near Camp 

Lejeune (National Archives Identifier: 404791852).

Three Native American Female 
Marines at Camp Lejeune

(National Archives Identifier: 404791854).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535876
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/404791852
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/404791854


Stateside Military Service

U.S. Marine Corps Women’s Reserve Qualification (National Archives Identifier: 299715).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299715


Access to Non-Archival Civilian Records

National Personnel Records Center-Valmeyer (Illinois) Annex 
(National Archives identifier: 184341468).

National Personnel Records Center, Annex
1411 Boulder Boulevard

Valmeyer, IL 62295
Email: cpr.center@nara.gov.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/184341468?objectPage=39
mailto:cpr.center@nara.gov


Meet Tony Dedman (Navajo)

Tony Dedman and family in the 
1950 Census of Population and Housing, 

P8 Indian Reservation Schedule 
Navajo, 10th District, Arizona, 

Apache, 1–22, page 203.

For more about these schedules, 
check out “The Story of the 1950 Census 

P8 Indian Reservation Schedule” blog.
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https://1950census.archives.gov/search/?ed=1-22&name=tony%20dedman&page=1&reservation=Navajo%20(Dist.%2010)
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2022/01/25/1950-census-p8-indian-reservation-schedule/
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2022/01/25/1950-census-p8-indian-reservation-schedule/


At Phoenix Indian School, 1957–1961

Student photographs of Tony Dedman, as saved in his Phoenix Indian School student case file
(National Archives Identifier: 6899040).

56

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/689040


At Intermountain Indian School, 1961–1964

Aerial view of Intermountain Indian School, undated postcard (presenter’s personal collection).
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slide 2

At Intermountain Indian School, 1961–1964

Student photographs of Tony Dedman, as saved in his 
Intermountain Indian School student case file

(National Archives Identifier: 74595102).

58

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74595102


slide 3

At Intermountain Indian School , 1961–1964

Sampling of various forms noting class grades 
(National Archives Identifier: 74595102).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74595102


slide 4

At Intermountain Indian School , 1961–1964

Vocational instruction evaluation
(National Archives Identifier: 74595102).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74595102


Intermountain Indian School Follows Up After Graduation…

(National Archives Identifier: 74595102).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/74595102


School Deferment While at Intermountain, Decides to Enlist

Classification Records for Arizona, 1959–1975, 
(National Archives Identifier: 77821834).

Draft Registration Cards for Arizona, 1959–1975,
(National Archives Identifier: 66050268).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/77821834
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/66050268


Death on Hill 72, Republic of Vietnam

Combat Area Casualties Current File, 6/8/1956–1/21/1998.
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https://aad.archives.gov/aad/record-detail.jsp?dt=197&mtch=1&cat=all&tf=F&q=tony+dedman&bc=&rpp=10&pg=1&rid=2682


Death on Hill 72, Republic of Vietnam, cont.

Death on Hill 72, Republic of Vietnam

Photograph of the 4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade being Heli-lifted by UH-1D 
Helicopters, September 1966 (National Archives Identifier: 17331406).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/17331406


Individual Deceased Personnel File and Mortuary File
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173983750
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29842556


Mortuary File, slide 2

Individual Deceased Personnel File and Mortuary File

Report of casualty 
(National Archives 
Identifier: 173983750).

Statement of 
recognition (National 

Archives Identifier: 
29842556).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173983750
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29842556


Mortuary File, slide 3

Individual Deceased Personnel File and Mortuary File

Record of personal effects 
(National Archives Identifier: 

173983750).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173983750


Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Panel 07E-Line 69
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Parting Thoughts

Special thanks to our colleagues Rose Buchanan and Leo Belleville who helped 
present today. Additional thanks to Randy Thompson, Elizabeth Burnes, Aaron 
Arthur, and Erin Townsend for the various scans, answers, suggestions, and 
editing they provided. 

Photograph of Apache Indians in Company I, 12th Infantry
(National Archives Identifier: 70156082).
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/70156082


After the Broadcast

Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts

will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025
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mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025


Feedback

We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help 

us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Thank You 
Genealogy 
Series Team!

Huge thanks go to:

● the presenters, 
● the AV team, 
● the Communications and Marketing Division, 
● employees throughout Research Services, and
● everyone else who contributed to the success 

of this program.

We could not produce the Genealogy Series 
without your support!
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Know Your Records
KYR logo with text

Know Your Records logo

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal 

government records at the National Archives and Records Administration.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records


Questions and Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of the 

broadcast, we will continue to take your questions 

in chat for another 10 minutes.
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