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During World War II, the United States established hundreds of
prisoner of war (POW or PW) camps, which held an estimated
425,000 German, Italian, and Japanese prisoners. Archivist
Rachael Salyer will discuss the records of these camps created by
the Office of the Provost Marshal General (OPMG). She will
provide an overview of their establishment and construction, and
then will focus on how and where to locate records related to
specific camps. Finally, she will also provide suggestions for how
to begin researching individual prisoners, as well as camp staff
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Rachael Salyer

Presenter Biography

Rachael Salyer is a Subject Matter
Expert in Modern Military Records and
an Archivist from the National
Archives at College Park, MD (Archives
IT). Rachael started her career at the
National Archives in 2015 as an
Archives Technician in the Textual
Research Room at Archives I and
became an Archivist in Textual
Processing the following year. Since
2019, Rachael has served as an
Archivist in the Augmented Processing
and Reference Sections of the Archives
IT Textual Records Division.
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Rachael has a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English and German from Oklahoma
Baptist University, a Master of Arts and
a Doctor of Philosophy degree in
German Studies from the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, and a Master
of Science in Library and Information
Science with an archives concentration
from Simmons University. Prior to
coming to the National Archives,
Rachael worked as a professor of
English composition, literature, and
German at various colleges and
universities in Massachusetts.
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General and Enemy Prisoners of War Held in the
United States During World War I1
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I.  Background Information: History of the Provost
Marshal General in Other Wars and Prisoners of
War (POWs/PWs) in World War I (WWI)

II. Establishment of the Office of the Provost
Marshal General (OPMG) in World War II (WWII)

ITII. Record Group 389: Records of the Office of the
Provost Marshal General — Subordinate Offices
and Sample Series of Records

IV. Sample Records: Fort Reno, Oklahoma

V. Related Records and Other Resources
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Background Information:
History of the
Provost Marshal General
in Other Wars

Prisoners of War in World War I
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Revolutionary War - enforced camp discipline; maintained camp jail; supervised guards; formed
the “Marechaussee” (French for “marshalcy”) Corps

Civil War — supervised, administered, and enforced the new draft law; arrested deserters; enrolled
men for the draft; enlisted volunteers; compiled statistics on the physical condition of recruits and
on Army casualties

Spanish-American War - provided law enforcement in Manila and in the provinces
World War I - administered the selective service law; organized a criminal investigation division

within the Military Police Corps for the purpose of detecting and preventing crimes within the
territory occupied by the American Expeditionary Forces
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The “Hague Convention of 1899 Respecting the Laws and
Customs of War on Land” provided that captor states
could employ prisoners of war, but the later Hague
Conventions of 1907 were not signed by all belligerent
states, so American and German treatment of POWSs in
WWI was technically governed by Treaty of Prussia of 1785
and its later amendments.

In 1913 the War College Division (WCD) of the Office of the
Chief of Staff prepared (but did not publish) a set of
“general rules for the government and control of
prisoners of war.”

In 1916, the Army-Navy Prisoner of War Agreement was
approved.
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The War Department invited the Committee on Internment (of the civilian National Committee on
Prisons and Prison Labor), and they also consulted with General John J. Pershing, as well as with
other military and government offices.

Several decisions were made and then reversed, but it was finally determined in mid-1918 that the
bulk of prisoners of war captured by U.S. forces would be held in France.

In the meantime, the Adjutant General designated Fort Oglethorpe and Fort McPherson in Georgia
and Fort Douglas in Utah as war prison barracks.

Retired officers were recalled to command the barracks; married men, soldiers approaching

retirement, retired noncommissioned officers, and other retired soldiers were used as fillers in the
guard companies.
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In 1917, employment of POWSs by private
individuals or corporations was not
immediately authorized, but employment on
public works projects, such as highways, was
provisionally approved.

On March 28, 1918 the War Department issued
‘““Regulations for the Employment of Prisoners
of War, 1918.”

During World War I, only 1,346 enemy

prisoners of war were in confinement in the

continental United States, and ultimately,

there was more planning than practice when it
came to POWS held in the United States.
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Between July 1918 and December 1919, 122 prisoner of war (PW) labor companies were formed in
Europe.

Officers were assigned to the Provost Marshal General (PMG) for duty with escort guard companies,
and, upon reporting, were reassigned to the PW labor companies. Personnel for guard companies
came from any general replacement source.

PW labor companies were assigned to Army departments that needed that company’s particular
type of service. PW labor companies that were organized before the armistice could not be used on
work directly in support of combat units.

No money was given to the prisoners, but their personal accounts were credited with their earnings.

POWs were returned to their home countries after ratifications of the peace treaty were exchanged
on January 10, 1920.
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After the war, the Provost Marshal General (PMG) Generally, postwar POW discussions

of the American Expeditionary Forces stated that focused on these factors:

the U. S. military experience in World War I "clearly

and expensively' demonstrated the need for a « establishment of an agency responsible
permanent establishment to assure adequate prior for the prisoners

planning for military police activities and the

related prisoner of war program. « apparatus for caring for the prisoners

Despite this, the PMG Department and the Military  « very limited preparations for prisoner of

Police Corps were abolished, and the Operations war employment (with the planners
Division (OPD) of the War Department General making no differentiation between
Staff (WDGS) became responsible for prisoner of prisoners of war and interned civilian
war planning. enemy aliens)
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CONVENTION

PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Geneva Conventions of 1929

- POWs (other than officers) were required to work for the
benefit of the captors.

« Work could not be directly related to war operations and
could not jeopardize the health and safety of the prisoners.

- Prisoners had to have certain qualifications and aptitudes
for the labor to which they were assigned.

« Captured medical and sanitary personnel, as well as
chaplains attached to armies, were not considered
prisoners of war but were defined as “protected
personnel.”
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The Basic Field Manual provided for the
potential activation of a Provost Marshal
General (PMG) as well as theater and field
provost marshals.

A theater provost marshal was charged
with the reception, care, disposition, and
security of all POWs in the theater and
would maintain records to be transmitted
to a Prisoner of War Information Bureau
in Washington, DC.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

Military Police Basic Field Manual of 1937

The PMG, when appointed, would prepare
the Military Police (MP) portions of the War
Department's operational plans and
regulations governing the establishment and
operation of “war prisoner barracks.”

POWs would be placed in labor companies
commanded by American MP officers.

Comprehensive planning was postponed
until the activation of the PMG Department.
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December 1939 - New Mobilization Regulations (MR) were issued that continued to anticipate an
organized Military Police Corps and that recommended a peacetime cadre for an Office of the Provost
Marshal General.

April 1940 — Additional plans still gave G-1 (personnel) responsibility for policy, planning,
administration, and the supervision of prisoner of war affairs until a national emergency warranted
the activation of the Provost Marshal General-Military Police program.

The Adjutant General's Office (AGO) was to act as an interim operating agency to establish a Central
Prisoner of War Information Bureau and field branches as outlined by the Geneva Convention.

July 31,1941 — A memo from Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson to President Roosevelt requesting
the appointment of a Provost Marshal General (PMG) in order “to vitalize and coordinate planning in
connection with enemy alien internment matters” was approved by the President.

September 26, 1941 — An AGO memo established the Corps of Military Police under the PMG.
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Allen W. Gullion Archer L. Lerch Blackshear M. Bryan
July 1941—April 1944 May 1944~July 1945 July 1945—April 1948
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The United States entered WWII in
December 1941 with no permanent
internment camps in use or under
construction.

In early 1942, the manual “Civilian
Enemy Aliens and Prisoners of War” was
published by the War Department. It
outlined two classes of POW labor: Class
I was required to maintain the camps,
and Class II included all other labor
projects.

C o | Rescarc World War I1

For authorized contract employment, the War
Department agreed to guard, clothe, quarter, and
transport POWs and to provide medical care;
employers had to provide equipment, materials, and
the supervision on the job. This principle lasted
throughout the war.

In the United States, employers and camp
commanders set payments of no less than 80 cents
per day.

Maximum working hours were 10 per day, including
travel; POWs were to be allowed a 24-consecutive-
hour rest period each week at intervals of no more

than 9 days.
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The earliest planned permanent camps were for enemy aliens; however, in 1942, the United
States agreed to accept 150,000 POWs in British custody. Of the first group of 50,000 prisoners,
37,500 (75%) were to be housed in unused enemy alien camps in the Southwest, which was part
of the Eighth Service Command.

It was assumed that most POWs would be unskilled laborers, so it was initially proposed that

camps be established in areas where prisoners could be employed in tasks related to:

1. Forests (conservation)

2. Agricultural regions (mass farming)

3. Areas where roads were to be constructed, airfields built, and where other construction
involving manual labor was planned

Locations for new camps were based on security regulations in coastal zones that restricted the
POW camp sites and on the fact that mild climates would help keep costs at a minimum.
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May 1942: 32 POW
ay 1942:3 S The vast majority of POWs held in the United

December 1942: 1,881 POWSs States were German prisoners, followed by
- Italian, and then Japanese.

December 1943: 172,879 POWs For example, in May 1945, the numbers by

D ber 1942 260.281 POW nationality were:
ccember1944: 300, ° - German: 371,683
May 1945: 425,871 POWs (peak) - Italian: 50,273

- Japanese: 3,915

D ber 1945: 341,016 POW
eCember 1945: 341, > After Italy surrendered in 1943, the Italian
Service Unit system was implemented for

€1946: 162 POWs (servi entence
June 194 s (serving sentences Italian POWs.

in U.S. penal institutions)

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



AN, ;
k_\\f % Research

ARCHIVES

1942 — very few POWs in the United States,
and manpower shortages were not felt until
later in the year, so the focus was on
planning

November 1942 — Provost Marshal General
and Judge Advocate General (JAG) issue a new
standard labor contract that required the
employers to pay the cost of the POWS’
rations while at work, as well as
transportation costs

Spring 1943 — critical manpower shortages
and contract disputes

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

(& Prisoner Labor and the
Soown | seviees War Department-War Manpower Commission Agreement

August and September 1943 - War Department-
War Manpower Commission Agreement enacted
and lasted throughout the war

August 1943 — Provost Marshal General sets POW
work priorities:

- Priority I: essential work for the maintenance
and operation of military installations

- Priority II: contract labor (certified as
necessary labor by the War Manpower
Commission or the War Foods Administration)

« Priority III: useful but nonessential work on or
connected with military installations
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From June 1944 to August 1945, POWs provided a total of 851,994 man-months of labor.

Agriculture _____________________ = 439,163
Pulpwood, lumber____________________________ __ 165,743
Mining, quarrying________________ ____ _________ - 2,738
Comstruetion - ___ 9, 940
Food processing___________ e 110, 789
Other manufacturing_ .. ___ e 46, 840
Transportation . ______ e 1,469
Trade..__. e S 8, 558
Other nongovernmental work.._________ . ______ _ 11, 823
Public -________ e e e 50, 931
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« The Office of the Provost Marshal General (OPMG) continued
throughout the Korean War and the Vietnam War until it was
abolished in 1974.

- There were seven subsequent Provost Marshals General (PMG)
during that period.

« The current OPMG was reestablished in 2003, and nine men
have held the position of Provost Marshal General since that
time.
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Record Group 389:
Records of the Office of the Provost
Marshal General

Subordinate Offices

and
Sample Series of Records
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« Records related to individual prisoners of war
were returned to their countries of origin after
it tmmm ' the war, so there is no detailed information about
L m h Wi, cugugl i oo specific prisoners.

lii
l

S— j L (8 . There are also no personal belongings like
R photographs, identification documents, letters,
or diaries.

- Transport lists are not available.

« There are very few photographs, maps, motion
pictures, sound recordings, electronic records,
or other nontextual media.

- Most of the records have not been digitized.
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National Archives Catalog: catalog.archives.gov/id/688

Record Group Explorer: www.archives.gov/findingaid/stat/discovery/389

« 135 total series of records

« Almost exclusively in the custody of the Textual Records
Division in the National Archives at College Park
(Archives II)

« Includes records related to three wars: World War II, the 'L_ "
Korean War, and the Vietnam War
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Prisoner of War Operations Division:
catalog.archives.gov/id/10550255

«  Operations Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10552212

«  Operations Branch. Italian Service Unit: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551274

« Labor and Liaison Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551478

« Legal Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551477

Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bureau: catalog.archives.gov/id/10552083

Military Police School: catalog.archives.gov/id/10677124
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£ Organization

War Department. Office of the Provost Marshal General.
Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bureau. ca. 1942-

9/18/1947

Other name: Department of Defense. Department of the Army. Office of the Provost Marshal General. Enemy Pri

9/18/1947-ca. 1952

Q Search Related

Organization Names 2

@ Organizations can change over time. This section shows how the Department of Defense. Depar]

Army. Office of the Provost Marshal General. Enemy Prisoner of War Information Burea
9 years, between 1942 and 1952.

War Department.
Office of the Provost Marshal General.
Enem - 'ar Informatiol

anged over about

a. 1942-September 18, 1947
@ Archival Descriptions Created by this Organization (2)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

Creating Organization Authority Records -
Researching with the National Archives Catalog

Series
World War Il Prisoner of War Rosters, 1942-1947

This series contains rosters of Axis prisoners of war (POWs) interned in the United
States during World War II. Each entry lists POW name and internment serial number.

NAID: 849166 I HMS/MLR: Al 466-K

ca. 1942-9/18/1947

o=
SRR Creator: War Department. Office of the Provost Marshal General. Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bureau.
5 Record Group 389: Records of the Office of the Provost Marshal General

Series
Subject Files, 1942-1946

This series contains correspondence, reports, rosters and other records relating to
the internment of enemy aliens and prisoners of war (POWSs) in the United States.
Reports of inspections of individual POW camps by War Department and
International Red Cross...

I NAID: 833674 LI HMS/MLR: Al 461

SRR Creator: War Department. Office of the Provost Marshal General. Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bureau.
ca. 1942-9/18/1947

T Record Group 389: Records of the Office of the Provost Marshal General
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Subject Files, 1942-1946 (entry A1 461): catalog.archives.gov/id/833674

« Includes correspondence, reports, rosters, and other records related to camp conditions,
activities, and more

« Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of record

Decimal Files, 1943-1946 (entry A1 459-A): catalog.archives.gov/id/721341

« Includes records related to the cultural and religious life of POWs, reeducation, and other
topics

« Arranged in three subseries: Subject Index Files, Decimal Files, and Subject Files

Subject Correspondence Files Relating to the Construction of and Conditions in Prisoner of
War Camps, 1942-1947 (entry A1 457): catalog.archives.gov/id/657477

« Includes records related to specific camps and general information and operational records
« Arranged in three subseries: Construction Files, Miscellaneous Files, and Subject Files
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Subject Files, 1942-1957 (entry A1 467-E):
catalog.archives.gov/id/895263

Unclassified Decimal Correspondence Files
With Related Index, 1942—-1945 (entry A1

451):
catalog.archives.gov/id/651858

Security Classified General Correspondence,

1942—-1970 (entry A1 452-B):
catalog.archives.gov/id/653181

Unclassified Decimal Files, 1941-1954
(entry A1 434-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/645081

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/895263
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/651858
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/653181
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/645081

W, rwa - Additional Series Related to Prisoners of War

A = et & 5 .
SR Services

ARCHIVES

- Subject Correspondence Files, 1942-1945 (entry A1
435): catalog.archives.gov/id/645921

- Records Relating to Enemy Prisoners of War During
World War 11, 1942-1947 (entry A1 466-E):
catalog.archives.gov/id/865093

« Policy and Procedural Records Relating to the
Supervision of Prisoners of War and their Camps,
1942-1945 (entry A1 458):
catalog.archives.gov/id/719026

=
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<
=
)
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1

« Numeric-Subject Correspondence Files Relating to
the Internment, Care, and Labor of Prisoners of
War, 1942-1946 (entry A1 467):
catalog.archives.gov/id/892123

8 Sv-8-93-Jow
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« School Training Records of German Prisoners of
War, 1943-1946 (entry A1 462):
catalog.archives.gov/id/824589

- Former German Prisoner of War Files, 1945-1946
(entry A1 466-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/849159

 Records Relating to German Prisoners of War
during World War 11, 1943-1952 (entry A1 466-C):
catalog.archives.gov/id/876973

« Fiscal Accounting Records Relating to Monies of
Former German Prisoners of War or Internees,

1947-1949 (A1 463):
catalog.archives.gov/id/824661

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/824589
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/849159
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/876973
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/824661

% rescarch Records Related to Italian and Japanese Prisoners of War

iy Services

= ==
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

« Records Relating to Italian Prisoners of War
During World War 11, 1942-1947 (entry A1 466-
D): catalog.archives.gov/id/871763

- Rosters of Deceased Italian Prisoners of War,
1942-1952 (entry A11012):
catalog.archives.gov/id/1067506

« Records Relating to Japanese Prisoners of War
During World War 11, 1942-1948 (entry A1 466-
B): catalog.archives.gov/id/855490

 Rosters of Deceased Japanese Prisoners of War,
1942-1952 (entry A11011):
catalog.archives.gov/id/1067502

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/871763
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1067506
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/855490
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1067502

S Series Related to the
Services Corps of Military Police during WWII

NATIO’JJ\I/;L
ARCHIVES
« Records Relating to Military Police Schools,

1942-1950 (entry Al 445):
catalog.archives.gov/id/649959

« Subiject Files Relating to Military Police Schools,

1942-1950 (entry A1l 445-B):
catalog.archives.gov/id/649990

« Decimal Files Relating to the Corps of Military
Police, 1942-1945 (entry A1 446-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/650019

+ Reports and Correspondence Relating to
Activities of Military Police Overseas, 1942-1947

(entry A1 449):
catalog. archlves oov/id/ 651744

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/649959
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/649990
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/650019
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/651744

7., waa  Other Records Located in Record Group 389

N 5 "
S Services

ARCHIVES
« Series related to enemy aliens, foreign nationals,
and civilian internees

- Series related to American prisoners of war in
WWII (including one series of electronic records
available via Access to Archival Databases [AAD])

- Series related to preparations for the post-WWII
Geneva Convention

« Historical files

- Series related to investigations, internal security,
and safety

« Series related to military government
« One series of Korean War-era moving images

« Similar textual records from the Korean War and
from the Vietnam War
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Sample Records:
Fort Reno, Oklahoma

N
NATI
ARCHIVES

Research Services
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s Fort Reno: Established 1874, Converted to a Remount
Services Depot in 1908, and Declared Surplus in 1948

= =
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

%
Y
&

Grazinglands

Research
Laboratory
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Examples from the Series
““Subject Correspondence Files Relating to the Construction of and

—
(7=
f

&~ | Research - c .
=SSP services Conditions in Prisoner of War Camps, 1942—-1947”
ARCHIVES (entry A1 457; National Archives Identifier: 657477; Declassification: NND 770120)
INEERS . . .
ool ted at Quarter- “1. It is desired that you provide the
Subjects Internment Cemps Construe .. . . c1ess
i master Depots. minimum essential housing and facilities
It is desired that you provide the mim':‘;toﬁiiﬁiﬁth fO.r 1000 prisoners of war, 1in aCCOl'da.nce
SRR L ey 1oogiprisoge1;;eo§°vﬁginz g7 with the War Department Construction
- (o) O » a z . . .
B et antnent, Construction Folicy : o e, M Policy, at the following locations: Reno
%ﬁn&ﬁ%ﬁiﬁiﬁsﬁ?%mt Fort Robinson, Nebraska. Quartermaster Depot Fort Reno’
sdditional 1 d will be ac=
2. Iy ts ot contemleter et hese depot- Oklahoma. [...]

quired in connection wit e
h The Provos . N
2 e voastommast théﬁnii‘;fiﬁfi;}ﬁami, - 2. It is not contemplated that additional

General and the Quartemmaster : .
n By Command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:? land will be ac quire ar.]

3. It is desired that you confer with The

Provost Marshal General and the

JR. . .
A Quartermaster General in this matter.”

Brigadier General, General.Staf:E Corps, Sk
Director, Requirements Divisien.

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



Expanding the
Rscarch  EXisting Military
s Facilities at Fort Reno

Colonel Tynes informed Captain Smith that it was

necessary to construct a special hospital for the
1,000-man internment camp at Fort Hemo, Uklahome,
becsuse of the fact that the existing hospital is
very small and cammot be expanded. Colonel Tymes
stated that this arranguent was uneconomiecal for

an installation of this aize.

sPioa (24) 652 2nd Ind.
TeiSronic | AN : : : Yer Department, 8.0,5,, P.M.G.0., December 20, 1942, 70: Cnief of
’FORIT! dga o = - Pngineers, War Department, Washington, D. C.
‘ ENO i

1. The Provost Marshal General approves the layout plan
of the internment camp to be constructed at Fort Rene, Oklahoma,
subject to the provision that an officers' lawvatory be provided, .

2. It is requested that & copy of the layout plan de
returned to this office for our files.

¥or The Provost Marshal General:

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



WAR DEPARTMENT
1 OF THE GHIRE OF BRI

Research Sanitary Conditions

Services

I ===
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Some correspondence relates to hygiene, like this
letter that describes necessary changes to latrines:

““Reconstruction will consist of replacement of
existing wood boxes with individual water flush
closets, installation of galvanized sheet metal and
perforated pipe for urinal troughs and the

vements noted above will remove
hould similar compleints be
stellation at other Prisomer of
aken upon receipt of recommendations
ies of this office.

installation of concrete floors.” . IR 7
= c%wﬁ/ -
Issues at one camp were likely to occur at others: = | sl ool s
"N: itegy Cons ruction Division
. . 3 . . ; lkj: s
“Should similar complaints be received in respect to "ol

this type of installation at other prisoner of war
camps, similar action will be taken [...]”

‘\g{,ﬁ
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ARCHI

. - Resacch Construction of the Cha

= =
NATIO

Services

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

pel

. " yort lenoy
swmets O -y 0oz/3
- e W IR I Dt 6900
.(r-' U;‘.
padquarters; AT servios Foroes, Hashingtors D, 6. 200V 1645
pullding, Zist &

ondef of Fngineers Hew War Department
Tor 0% inta Avenue, Mo T8 ashington, Do C. AT Ji13tary Con=
struction pranch, ﬁ’nhi_nmn, De Co
1. The eonstruction of & Chapel
nded in the inclosed corre
in

paterials 88 recomne
is favorsbly eonsidered

salvaged
gt Fort Reno, Oklahomay

ey of this Poste
2, Therefore, i M‘ b
proper authordty the 810,
For the Commanding Generals

it is desired that
000 requived for its

D[CLASSIFIED

A D 330120 |

Authority NV Y

COPY T0: PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL (cmf:?"
! ' ,,““

RIES EARCE S ERVICES



i Updating and Confirming Plans:
L Guard House, Post Exchange, Recreational Facilities, Barracks

Services

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

2nd Ind,

s i -

spiGA (24) 627
Depar b, A8.F., P.G.0., Washington 25, D. C., 29 June 1943.
'z';‘ chiu-l'm:.lfl !’m‘m«ﬂ‘;, Yar Departnment, Washington 25: De Co

1. The Provest Marshal General approves the location of the
‘...Nh;un at Fort Reno Internment Camp, Fort Reno, Oklahoma,

2, It is requested that the guardhouse be fenced in as
indicated in green pencil.

Ind
redd 'I-“! ned i - ¥ Jul 1943,
" a9 . P.M.0,0., Yashington s, . 9., 21‘1 :.’
Var “"1""-“:- :-h..gi.:wan. var Department, ¥ashingtom, .
" he Ohie (] L - wl‘iml —
4 taxy Cemp,

Ao ded at Prisomer of

ours 1
e SFERe =2 118408 be provi

1. tlonal fnel

pxahs e and PeOTRA

fort Reno, Ox1ahona, o

from the prisomer of war - 2,

.\ Becense 0of the distunoe —
o nromr."lt s roquested that a post "“’:‘;’;’:‘:"' 4
:;:t:‘mni:r“r‘tton puilding, type RB-A-T, be pro :
\ oks, type B-A-T, have been

=  Insamuch e four (4) BO-man barrs .~
seulibel he need for additional housing is not mpperew
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Examples from the Series

Wy | novearch “Decimal Files, 1943-1946”
SN (entry A1 459-A; National Archives Identifier: 721341; Declassification: NND 770123)

ARCHIVES

REPGRT OF VISIT TO FRISONR OF WAR OAWP, XL RENO, OKLANOMA

woy 10, 1948

SECERALL wajor Joha 7. Oarlisle is Oommanding Offleer, . . .
ono Golthia et s WSS Ao This report from May 1945 provides an overview

BIsIoR the oamp hae two chaplains,
et

povedajatvronipibgiammegony of the following aspects of the POW camp at Fort
Reno:

are
178, The protestants have servieces only on
five attendants.

SCEOQL: Twenty percent of the prdsoners of war are participating in one kind of
study or other. Among subjects mentioned were English, Germen, mathematics, showt—

-t . General - Theater

AIRARY: Three thousand books sre available in the library. m®specially, the . . .

german fiction is much read, Re].lglon - Muslc

IERTR; The cam has an excellent, sgubstantislly built theater building, whieh School - Sport
Library

is used mystly for films,

The interest for theater performances has been dropping

steadily, -artly because of the good German film service.

MysIC:
through the record service., The camp has built a very good victrela itself and has

uite a large number of good records. Concerning our service they were very grate- . . .
fub Vet memtsanad that tha, 18 rossihis, vendd 1t AR RN Reports also included lists of music, books, and
oo bundemmeubtosiny other forms of entertainment, recreation, and
yra 48 There is & good fleld for soccer bell, which geme, together with fist- . . .

) education that were available to the prisoners.

ball, is the most popular one,

Some meic 1s furnished by the camp-orchestra but most of it comes

Sture perssom N d
R g o) I . 5 i R S R, BRI B R e e e e B

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES
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To “correct the deficiencies

noted,” this report includes

several recommendations, such

as:

- Place anti-Nazi prisoners in

key positions in the camp

- Publicize correspondence
courses

- Increase the number of books

in the library

- Add more American composers

to music selections
- Create a camp newspaper

ARMY BERVICE FORGES
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

WABHINGTON 38, 0. C.

12 September 1945

SAGX () 88042

Report on Field Service Visit
e
DECLASSIFIED

01 Commnding Officer Authority N D 37O
Priscner of War Camp
Fort Reno, Oklahoma
1. A Field Service visit to your camp was made by the wndersigned

on 10 snd 11 September 1945.
The following recommendations are mede to correct the deficienmcies

. Every effort should be made to place snti-Nazi prisomers in
s in this cemp sinoe the complexion of the greatest mumber
here is definitely Nazi. If possible, enti-Nazi priscnmers

£ 4 be brought in from the branch camps to teke over key posi=
tions in the base oemp presently held by incorrigible Nazis in compliance
with peregraph 6, Prisomer of War Specisl Projects Letter No. 16, subjects
“Intellectual Diversion Program", dated 28 July 1945.

be Publicity should be given to the availebility of USAFI
correspondence courses for prisoners of war on subjects stressed im
Prisoner of War Special Frojects Letter No. 12, and courses from any
other qualified correspondence course sources as stated in Army Service
Forces Cireular No. 161 dated 5 May 1945 and peragraph 47e and 47f,
8ection VIII, Chapter 2, TM 19-500,

ce  The compound library could use a greater numbe
contained in the approved book lists of Fetstnc of War s;;::x:af g::;:gu
Lotter Jio. 2, subject: "German Books for Prisomer of War Camps", dated
10 Noverber 1944, and Prisoner of Var Special Projects Letter Nou 9
subjocts "Intelleotual Diversion Progrem”, dated 15 March 1945.. ﬂ.
procurenent of the Encyclopedia Britennica World itles is recommended as
per paragraph 2, Prisoner of War Special Projeots Letter Nos 17, subject
Text Books for Prisomers of War", dated 51 July 1945, g ek

de More record albums by Americen com;
S| i
;:::oxs-d li:nry n.eontainod in Frisoner of War go :!i‘:l ;r‘:;::lm
» Subject: "Intellectual Diversion Progrem”, dated 5 February 1945,
.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES = RESEARCH

Research Report on Field Service Visit in September 1945

DECLASSIFIED
Authority AW Q) 370123

qex () 680.2-12 Sep 46-contimied

6. The publicetion of a prisoner of war camp newspaper ai::e;ln
is recommen:
¢rustworthy Germans to foster demoorstio principles
:’ynnr:ith paragraph 3b (1)-(3), Special Projects Letter No. 8 end paragraph 49,
Section VIII, Chapter 2, TW 19-500.
i i @ and forwarded
3. The original of this report will be indorse
through chamnels to The Provost Mershal Genersl, xumuonstunaug.
feshington 25, De Co, Attentin: Prisomer of War Speolsl rojects

3 héd
isi ith the provisions of paragreph Sa, Section II,
Division, 1n aooordenoe e Circular Nos 420 dated 50 December 1964,

A Service Forces
Part Cne, Army Se Service Foroes Ciroular Nos 10 dated

a8 omended by Part One, Ammy
! %ﬁ%ﬁ
ALEXASDER Capta in, CHP

9 Jenvary 1945.
BY COMMAND OF GENERAL SOMERVELL:
Field Service Officer
Speoial Projects Division

Provost Marshal Gemeral's Office

SIEERCVET CE S



ARCHIVES

General Information
Education

Library and Reading Rooms
Motion Pictures
Religious Activities
Camp Publications
Recreational Activities
Segregation

Radio

Art

Music

NS DmOmMEUOWR

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Examples from the Series

Wy | novearch “Subject Files, 1942-1946”
N (entry A1 461; National Archives Identifier: 833674; Declassification: NND 740063)

ARCHIVES

BJECT:  Transfer of German Prisonera of War. Subdect: Transfer of Prisoner of Wer to Anti-Nasi Camp,

Provest Mershal General, U.S. Army,

0 i Commanding Osnsral, Ath 6C., ASF., Dallas 2, Texas. Te
(ATTN: Chief, Int, Bec, Div., POW, Braneh), (THRU: Washingtom, D,C. (Through Commanding General,
Command ing Off loer, Reno QM. Nepot (Remoumt), Eighth Service Commard, Dallas 2, Texnn)s
. . Fort Reno, Oklahoma,
Th]_S Serles 1. It is requested that the follewing named German Priscner of
. le In complisnce with long-distance telephonic instrustions from War be transferred to an Anti-Nazi Prisoner of War Camp at the earliest
lnC].U.deS some your hesdquarters to the Commanding Officer of this Prisomer of War Camp, possible momsnts
on or about 20 November 1943, it is requested that the following named = s - ! e e
d German prisoners of war be transferred to Prisoner of War Camp, Camp Mce Sefr. Antom Wrabitsch, 8-WG-46628, 4ths Priscner of War Company,
Ocuments Cain, Mississippl, as prisoners of war who are anti-Neszi: 2. This men is a violent Anti-Nazi and disrupts the emoothe
. running and efficlency of the company in which he is o member, He is out=
relatlng to the Hugo Heinrich Bayer, Gofr. 8-YG=53357 2d. POW. Cos spoken in his criticisms of the German Army, all Non-commissionsd officers,
Johann Linpus, Gafr. 8-WC=49509 24, POW. Co. 211 German Officers end others with whom he comes in direct contact.
f 3, Gefrister Wrabit trou 1 41
tranS er O]f - 2. These two primneranof war were transferred to thl? Camp on 22 in this Camp, and as a r":;": zglir:r:ﬁ:‘gl:t:;’.:g.w:z‘:r:: ::\in;;;-:i]—tskea
t tia]_ transfer Fevember 1543, from Prisomer of War Camp, Tonkawa, Cklahoma, in compliance by & member of his company on Tuesday evening, 14 September 1543. Leter onm
po en with letter your headquarters, File PM 383.6=1, Subject: Transfer of Ger= Laet same evening, whem the Officer of the Day was conducting an informal
. e . man prisoners of war, dated 20 November 1943, investigation to determine the cause of the trouble with this prisomsr he
Of ].nd].V].dua]. ;-‘:llef] hisrﬂemu First Sergeant and other members of his ccm;;ny 8 ‘D;:\ch
; 3, Thess two prisoners have been oxcsllent workers and medsl prise r;ry;ea:'cft::;n;r:g:r: v:;ﬂ;ure afraid to retreat from Russian territery,
p]flSO]fle].'S fO].' oners since being confined at this Prisonsr of War Camp, It is believed they returned to their n:'e:ln ;.:;nw goldiers and Garman civilians when
that they were transferred to this Camp for safe-keeping for having given '

information to military authorities at Camp Tonkawa which dirzlossd the

FeaSOHS SpeC].f].ed identlty of prisoners of war at that Camp who killed another prisomer at > ;;:,J}J e
in each letter. Torams 2 or ahout 4 Yovember 1945,

; T1lE:ah
Seadquarters, B 3
+» Bighth Servige Comnand, Asw, Dallas 2, Ts, 3
» 19XRay 3 July 19y,

agton 2
of “Tar Di'i&:im'i D. ¢,

T0r Frovost Ma
rahal . %
Attentions Prh::::“z’ ekt

43 subjeot

i
Tecomended timtp FOUSr'S of war sre mot

Prisemers of war pot be tii iy Fy
A an,
For the Com:nudiug Genernl,

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



Research Camp Labor Reports for Fort Reno

NATI(SN;\L Services
ARCHIVES
—_ Sample from June 14, 1944
o it —— — = Part I. Total Man-Days and Labor
‘;‘; Availability

--------------------- S an - Total Man-Days of All Prisoners
- Man-Days Not Available for Work
A - Man-Days Worked or Available
_______ - Rest Days
e R Part II. Paid Labor Report by Project
e emmmmes  — P/WCamp Labor
s -l - Post and Army Work
T i e ., S - Private Contract Work
e soren 1301y A e Jo mduesy - Public Contract Work
g “”“"“"."f"m;’:{{ b6 roported undor Gnly ono cabegory Tor ono daye 19 Jume 1944, . ... . . ..o —%E?'Tﬁ%ﬂiuéwﬁﬁs
bk arﬂgsi,:,f,;; G o e T et Part III. Remarks

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



o | Reseach Camp Rosters for Fort Reno

e el ) Services
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ARCHIVES
i ' R * The form includes columns for full name,
(1) 10%h Panser Divisien g . . .
e 4 internment number, date of birth, rank or
Le'uren | | | . .
iy s M U ¢ & rade, organization, date of capture, and
-IEWELAAR'J Frits ¢ ﬂ'f_-.ﬂ e "'i?zg - N g ‘ T e S e "‘ . /11 IRYRTOT ’ ’ ,
. o= T84 3 @fr. | — R tun:. | s/xifas wem——— (¢4 °1: : L4
e o MR = B SE 7R o affiliation with SS, SD, SA, or other secret
Ly Hermans ! ami-32460 ; §/18/82 | Oefr. | 7th Regt. 1st Bne 4th Coa | 8/1/as R el
R IR L - Sl e BT ; : : »
e BEs B R SN % RS GR R police organizations.
BULL IW:SR, Sersann Svo—2081 i 13/es/m1 | Uhg;"r. 609 Bn. rd Cow | 5/1/a3 e
DISCH, Faml amo-2108 12/1/22 | Gefr. 90th Regh &rd Bn. 8tk Coe 5/1/as \ B e
i ":,;nm Emo-5580¢ ;%m/u Pfos 90th Beghs  4th Bne 10th Coe Eﬁ?/u e e j DECLASSIFIE
i;:-.l-:. 'I;Ji;l;ou | :;};?ms ‘%ﬁjog Z;ff' 1 gg:hg:'s;‘ li?‘ :: E%E"é. ‘1{';57:‘: \ RIS (1) 164th Afries Divieion _L.'_Ei
e e [ ”753:;, | | s mm R % == : T~
JESS, Hans i gWo-57284 . et - 1 S ) At ¥ 43 Bato ] QR 1t
ke e Seadw  |Dpoehs | mtho (CINRGL- S R T e L e i ]85 ¥
E0CH, Hersman sI-116285 f.s e 4o bas ad ten | W: it i liEes - X
g'g'::: ::::;55 ';ﬁ:ﬁ; J ;g.':: 56th Regt.  2ud Pu. ™ Cow Wn ——— g?;?miu;"“’ ;"’;'_s,"_f"_'_ ;———n/;m‘.‘]‘gf;“ 7| 220w Neghe ——— i Goe 1 :%,;: \ =
2533, ‘tovers smormos |yew o e J e i e, el Sew | oy wmS | = T = [ SHE e
g. ;ﬂ’iiu THG-4E9 T2 i :ﬁyﬁn | g:'r 1 m :::: 1ot Pne — ‘ s/ [ — rm-:-_' 'uxmﬂm :l?:;:' :ﬁﬁ ! ;::, | prran] h:-:: 2nd Sn %0 G0 \ 5/13/a8 i il
: jsEdmen |ymis | e mbes MR Wk (YR == SR mEe g | set | bhme = % |=
LOIOLT, Leopold 8/1/20 | opl s bessiareg m‘ PRI EAUTE, Nartin | sm-zest | To//2 | opt 453rd Regh. 2nd Bae Tea Coe k £/13/43 —_—
LOREYZEN, Prits | aw-s806 | 8/5/10 | Obgfr = e e 5/10/a8 BT KIOumiSDE, Telfgang | 3B-6T1 | 10/5/18 | om 220th Reghs wmeem—  Stab. . -m/: m—
i L el Rt s 4 BEmami, | aes | Yk | S L Vi \ =
Contonr 1ok ! | ‘ —p | 2B T T
L 2o | Semmmne el | Yok | o = Se o (e =
AR e Drish -,
, Balsa EI-T9756 8, I zo LT 125th Regte 20d Bune Stab. \

Many are arranged by foreign military unit,
with some miscellaneous unit lists, too. ?'

_—
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Camp Inspection Reports from the
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wline:
ark.
- aner of . L \eno
8: Eigt Gosmend, Dnllas, Texas.
soaul 13
imll Greater eprepenting the Legatiom
on alson tal War Problams

e Tone 2, 1944.
: Lt. Colonel Lester Vocke.

ii ajor J. T. Carlisle.

H F

: Captaln H Holton.

rECUTIVE OFFICER

ICAL OFFICER; Lt. Colomel Heary F. ie

+T. OTAMAN SPORKESHAN: Sgt. Alfred Eillling.
*11, COMFOUND COMMANDER: Captain Metro 3alnzafa.

NUMBER

.y
Sy,

Ly,
L
ey, oy
By,

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

research  Qffice of the Provost Marshal General
and from Other Organizations

Some inspections and other
visits by the International
Red Cross or by the OPMG
or other military
organizations, and others
arranged by the Special
War Problems Division of
the Department of State.

ne vialt

nt, as in the

The fgod 18 exoalle

Labrer

Trns library bas 3,000 yolumes &0

¢ T
books were given py the Red “rose,

Educatlon

At present, 0o gourse
has been planned and will be

Toe priscasrs have movis showe
VR L ;’J "L

othe

a ngoldatenbriefe”.

nee as yet been organi

put

ocnes

, ng seri

en care O

o NCWO, or the ¥.M.C.

a
Oniyed Siaten of
arion
1944
3
~Q
vigly of B iekbar
T4
208

4, Thers were DELY
cup CREeS.

.f at the eRaD

r GATDS.

These

A.

{nto practie

a week, They oave

¢ in the fall
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Occasional Charts, Diagrams, Sketches, and More
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'.Tima- Then wy ¢
N
N e
o I i L ATRE K LArRmwe
E ' :55 ‘1;3 tﬂ ! Pawi ¢o vl
|l 235 | 000009p 00000
4 10000%EMe0000000 £
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= ] .- Qo
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e :
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The Prisoner of War Camp
at Fort Reno was Inactivated

S Research
> 22 Services
NATIONAL on May 14, 1946.

DECLASSIFIED
.-\mhurlr_\'MN_')j_‘@C b?» ;

GYN/ma.
SPLID 253 (15 May 46) 1st Ind. [0y
Command, ASF, Dallas 2, Texas, 20 lMay 1948

Washington 25, Ds G
ations Divis 1on , RGO

Headguarters Eighth Service

Army Service Foraes,
Prisoner of Wer Oper

Fort Reno, Oklahome WRS insetivated 14 May

THERON L. szm;/
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Related Records and Other Resources
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*"P% st Prisoners of War Held Outside the United States
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« Information may be found in Record Group
389, as well as in other record groups,
related to specific theaters of operation
(see next slide for examples).

« Some prisoners captured by American
forces were transferred to the custody of
other Allied nations. For example, in the
Pacific Theater, some POWs were
transferred to the custody of the
Commonwealth of Australia.

« Aswith POWs held in the United States,
records related to individual prisoners have
been returned to their countries of origin.
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Research
Services
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Record Group 77: Records of the Office of the
Chief of Engineers

Record Group 92: Records of the Office of the
Quartermaster General

Record Group 153: Records of the Office of
the Judge Advocate General (Army)

Record Group 160: Records of Headquarters
Army Service Forces

Record Group 165: Records of the War
Department General and Special Staffs

Record Group 260: Records of U.S.
Occupation Headquarters, World War II

Record Group 319: Records of the Army Staff

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

Other Army and Military Record Groups

Record Group 331: Records of Allied Operational
and Occupation Headquarters, World War II

Record Group 338: Records of U.S. Army
Operational, Tactical, and Support
Organizations (World War II and Thereafter)

Record Group 407: Records of the Adjutant
General’s Office

Record Group 498: Records of Headquarters,
European Theater of Operations, United States
Army (World War II)

Record Group 554: Records of General
Headquarters, Far East Command, Supreme
Commander Allied Powers, and United Nations
Command
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- Record Group 59: General Records of the Department
of State

« Record Group 84: Records of the Foreign Service
Posts of the Department of State

g - Record Group 353: Records of Interdepartmental and
‘ Intradepartmental Committees (State Department)

« Record Group 65: Records of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation

« Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission

« Collection ANRC: Records of the American National
Red Cross

« Record Group 46: Records of the U.S. Senate

~« Record Group 233: Records of the U.S. House of
- Representatives
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Research Digitized Series of Photographic Records
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« American Unofficial Collection of World War I
Photographs, 1917-1918 in the Records of the War
Department General and Special Staffs (Record
Group 165): catalog.archives.gov/id/533461

- Photographs of American Military Activities, ca.
1918 — ca. 1981 in the Records of the Office of the
Chief Signal Officer (Record Group 111):
catalog.archives.gov/id/530707

« Photographic Albums of Prints of Hampton Roads
Port of Embarkation, September 1942 —-December
1945 in the Records of the Office of the Chief of
Transportation (Record Group 336):
catalog.archives.gov/id/542169

« Franklin D. Roosevelt Library Public Domain

Photographs, 1882-1962 (Collection FDR-PHOCO):
catalog. archlves gov/1d/195301
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Research Other National Archives Resources
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« War Department Decimal Filing System Manual:
www.archives.gov/research/guides/war-dept

« History Hub: historyhub.history.gov/

« Access to Archival Databases (AAD):
aad.archives.gov/aad/

« National Archives Blogs:
www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs

 Prologue Magazine:
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue

« Other National Archives Publications:
www.archives.gov/publications
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https://www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs
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- Pamphlet - “History of the Provost Marshal General of the Army”
(api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/287488.pdf) from the U.S. Army Office of the Provost
Marshal General website: www.army.mil/opmg

- Publication — “History of Prisoner of War Utilization by the United States Army,
1776-1945” (history.army.mil/html/books/104/104-11-1/cmhPub 104-11-1.pdf) from
the U.S. Army Center of Military History (CMH): history.army.mil/

- Publication — “Office of the Provost Marshal General, World War II: A Brief History”
(www.worldcat.org/title/office-of-the-provost-marshal-general -world-war-ii-a-
brief-history/oclc/5978107) by Warren D. Chandler of the Office of the Provost
Marshal General

« U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC): ahec.armywarcollege.edu/
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« National or military | Two Prisoners s
archives in prisoners’ ot o anp| 2T |
home countries :

- Historical newspapers

- State, county, and local
historical societies,
libraries, archives,
museums, universities, or
other cultural institutions

e Oral histories
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

ARCHIVES

Research
Services

Questions?

Textual Reference Branch
at the National Archives at College Park (Archives II)
archives2reference@nara.gov
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We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your
comments help us maintain the quality of our services and
plan future programs. Thank you!

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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Email questions to
inquire@nara.gov

4 N

Video recording and downloadable handouts
will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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Please stay if you have questions.

Although this concludes the video portion of
the broadcast, we will continue to take your
questions in chat for another 10 minutes.
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