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Join the conversation!

Live chat onu    be:00000
Log in and type your questions and comments.

Follow us at @USNatArchives on TwitterTwit

Participate with the presenter and other 
audience members during the video’s premiere. 
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Instructions

Show More
• handout
• evaluation

Chat
• log in 
• participate
• ask questions

Video and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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The Records of the Provost Marshal General
and Enemy Prisoners of War Held in the

United States during World War II
During World War II, the United States established hundreds of 

prisoner of war (POW or PW) camps, which held an estimated 

425,000 German, Italian, and Japanese prisoners. Archivist 

Rachael Salyer will discuss the records of these camps created by 

the Office of the Provost Marshal General (OPMG). She will 

provide an overview of their establishment and construction, and 

then will focus on how and where to locate records related to 

specific camps. Finally, she will also provide suggestions for how 

to begin researching individual prisoners, as well as camp staff 

and assigned units.
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Science with an archives concentration 

from Simmons University. Prior to 

coming to the National Archives, 
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English composition, literature, and 
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universities in Massachusetts.
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Introduction and Overview

I. Background Information: History of the Provost 
Marshal General in Other Wars and Prisoners of 
War (POWs/PWs) in World War I (WWI)

II. Establishment of the Office of the Provost 
Marshal General (OPMG) in World War II (WWII)

III. Record Group 389: Records of the Office of the 
Provost Marshal General – Subordinate Offices 
and Sample Series of Records

IV. Sample Records: Fort Reno, Oklahoma

V. Related Records and Other Resources
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Background Information:

History of the 
Provost Marshal General 

in Other Wars

Prisoners of War in World War I
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Revolutionary War - enforced camp discipline; maintained camp jail; supervised guards; formed 
the “Marechaussee” (French for “marshalcy”) Corps

Civil War – supervised, administered, and enforced the new draft law; arrested deserters; enrolled 
men for the draft; enlisted volunteers; compiled statistics on the physical condition of recruits and 
on Army casualties

Spanish-American War - provided law enforcement in Manila and in the provinces

World War I - administered the selective service law; organized a criminal investigation division 
within the Military Police Corps for the purpose of detecting and preventing crimes within the 
territory occupied by the American Expeditionary Forces

Previous Wartime Appointments of
Provost Marshals General
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Planning for Prisoners of War (POWs): World War I

The “Hague Convention of 1899 Respecting the Laws and 
Customs of War on Land” provided that captor states 
could employ prisoners of war, but the later Hague 
Conventions of 1907 were not signed by all belligerent 
states, so American and German treatment of POWs in 
WWI was technically governed by Treaty of Prussia of 1785 
and its later amendments.

In 1913 the War College Division (WCD) of the Office of the 
Chief of Staff prepared (but did not publish) a set of 
“general rules for the government and control of 
prisoners of war.”

In 1916, the Army-Navy Prisoner of War Agreement was 
approved.
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Where to Keep World War I POWs?

The War Department invited the Committee on Internment (of the civilian National Committee on 
Prisons and Prison Labor), and they also consulted with General John J. Pershing, as well as with 
other military and government offices.

Several decisions were made and then reversed, but it was finally determined in mid-1918 that the 
bulk of prisoners of war captured by U.S. forces would be held in France.

In the meantime, the Adjutant General designated Fort Oglethorpe and Fort McPherson in Georgia 
and Fort Douglas in Utah as war prison barracks.

Retired officers were recalled to command the barracks; married men, soldiers approaching 
retirement, retired noncommissioned officers, and other retired soldiers were used as fillers in the 
guard companies. 
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Using Prisoners of War as Laborers during World War I

In 1917, employment of POWs by private 
individuals or corporations was not 
immediately authorized, but employment on 
public works projects, such as highways, was 
provisionally approved.

On March 28, 1918 the War Department issued 
“Regulations for the Employment of Prisoners 
of War, 1918.”

During World War I, only 1,346 enemy 
prisoners of war were in confinement in the 
continental United States, and ultimately, 
there was more planning than practice when it 
came to POWs held in the United States.
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Provost Marshal General 
and POWs during World War I

Between July 1918 and December 1919, 122 prisoner of war (PW) labor companies were formed in 
Europe.

Officers were assigned to the Provost Marshal General (PMG) for duty with escort guard companies, 
and, upon reporting, were reassigned to the PW labor companies. Personnel for guard companies 
came from any general replacement source.

PW labor companies were assigned to Army departments that needed that company’s particular 
type of service. PW labor companies that were organized before the armistice could not be used on 
work directly in support of combat units.

No money was given to the prisoners, but their personal accounts were credited with their earnings.

POWs were returned to their home countries after ratifications of the peace treaty were exchanged 
on January 10, 1920.
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Planning Between the Wars

Generally, postwar POW discussions 
focused on these factors:

• establishment of an agency responsible 
for the prisoners

• apparatus for caring for the prisoners

• very limited preparations for prisoner of 
war employment (with the planners 
making no differentiation between 
prisoners of war and interned civilian 
enemy aliens)

After the war, the Provost Marshal General (PMG) 
of the American Expeditionary Forces stated that 
the U. S. military experience in World War I "clearly 
and expensively" demonstrated the need for a 
permanent establishment to assure adequate prior 
planning for military police activities and the 
related prisoner of war program.

Despite this, the PMG Department and the Military 
Police Corps were abolished, and the Operations 
Division (OPD) of the War Department General 
Staff (WDGS) became responsible for prisoner of 
war planning. 
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Geneva Conventions of 1929

• POWs (other than officers) were required to work for the 
benefit of the captors.

• Work could not be directly related to war operations and 
could not jeopardize the health and safety of the prisoners.

• Prisoners had to have certain qualifications and aptitudes 
for the labor to which they were assigned.

• Captured medical and sanitary personnel, as well as 
chaplains attached to armies, were not considered 
prisoners of war but were defined as “protected 
personnel.”



16

Military Police Basic Field Manual of 1937

The Basic Field Manual provided for the 
potential activation of a Provost Marshal 
General (PMG) as well as theater and field 
provost marshals.

A theater provost marshal was charged 
with the reception, care, disposition, and 
security of all POWs in the theater and 
would maintain records to be transmitted 
to a Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
in Washington, DC.

The PMG, when appointed, would prepare 
the Military Police (MP) portions of the War 
Department's operational plans and 
regulations governing the establishment and 
operation of “war prisoner barracks.”

POWs would be placed in labor companies 
commanded by American MP officers.

Comprehensive planning was postponed 
until the activation of the PMG Department.
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Emergency Planning and Activation

December 1939 - New Mobilization Regulations (MR) were issued that continued to anticipate an 
organized Military Police Corps and that recommended a peacetime cadre for an Office of the Provost 
Marshal General.

April 1940 – Additional plans still gave G-1 (personnel) responsibility for policy, planning, 
administration, and the supervision of prisoner of war affairs until a national emergency warranted 
the activation of the Provost Marshal General-Military Police program.

The Adjutant General's Office (AGO) was to act as an interim operating agency to establish a Central 
Prisoner of War Information Bureau and field branches as outlined by the Geneva Convention.

July 31, 1941 – A memo from Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson to President Roosevelt requesting 
the appointment of a Provost Marshal General (PMG) in order “to vitalize and coordinate planning in 
connection with enemy alien internment matters” was approved by the President.

September 26, 1941 – An AGO memo established the Corps of Military Police under the PMG.
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Establishment of the 
Office of the 

Provost Marshal General 
in World War II
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Office of the Provost Marshal General
Established by the War Department on July 3, 1941

Allen W. Gullion
July 1941–April 1944

Archer L. Lerch
May 1944–July 1945

Blackshear M. Bryan
July 1945–April 1948
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World War II

The United States entered WWII in 
December 1941 with no permanent 
internment camps in use or under 
construction.

In early 1942, the manual “Civilian 
Enemy Aliens and Prisoners of War” was 
published by the War Department. It 
outlined two classes of POW labor: Class 
I was required to maintain the camps, 
and Class II included all other labor 
projects.

For authorized contract employment, the War 
Department agreed to guard, clothe, quarter, and 
transport POWs and to provide medical care; 
employers had to provide equipment, materials, and 
the supervision on the job. This principle lasted 
throughout the war.

In the United States, employers and camp 
commanders set payments of no less than 80 cents 
per day. 

Maximum working hours were 10 per day, including 
travel; POWs were to be allowed a 24-consecutive-
hour rest period each week at intervals of no more 
than 9 days.
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Office of the Provost Marshal General, April 1944

Prisoner of War 
Division

Military 
Police 
Division
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Office of the Provost Marshal General, April 1944 
(continued)

Close-up of 
POW and MPD
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Camp Construction

The earliest planned permanent camps were for enemy aliens; however, in 1942, the United 
States agreed to accept 150,000 POWs in British custody. Of the first group of 50,000 prisoners, 
37,500 (75%) were to be housed in unused enemy alien camps in the Southwest, which was part 
of the Eighth Service Command.

It was assumed that most POWs would be unskilled laborers, so it was initially proposed that 
camps be established in areas where prisoners could be employed in tasks related to:
1. Forests (conservation)
2. Agricultural regions (mass farming)
3. Areas where roads were to be constructed, airfields built, and where other construction 

involving manual labor was planned

Locations for new camps were based on security regulations in coastal zones that restricted the 
POW camp sites and on the fact that mild climates would help keep costs at a minimum. 
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Total Numbers of Prisoners of War 
Held in the United States

May 1942: 32 POWs

December 1942: 1,881 POWs

December 1943: 172,879 POWs

December 1944: 360,281 POWs

May 1945: 425,871 POWs (peak)

December 1945: 341,016 POWs

June 1946: 162 POWs (serving sentences 
in U.S. penal institutions)

The vast majority of POWs held in the United 
States were German prisoners, followed by 
Italian, and then Japanese. 

For example, in May 1945, the numbers by 
nationality were:
- German: 371,683
- Italian: 50,273
- Japanese: 3,915

After Italy surrendered in 1943, the Italian 
Service Unit system was implemented for 
Italian POWs.
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Prisoner Labor and the 
War Department-War Manpower Commission Agreement

1942 – very few POWs in the United States, 
and manpower shortages were not felt until 
later in the year, so the focus was on 
planning

November 1942 – Provost Marshal General 
and Judge Advocate General (JAG) issue a new 
standard labor contract that required the 
employers to pay the cost of the POWs’ 
rations while at work, as well as 
transportation costs

Spring 1943 – critical manpower shortages 
and contract disputes

August and September 1943 - War Department-
War Manpower Commission Agreement enacted 
and lasted throughout the war

August 1943 – Provost Marshal General sets POW 
work priorities:

• Priority I: essential work for the maintenance 
and operation of military installations

• Priority II: contract labor (certified as 
necessary labor by the War Manpower 
Commission or the War Foods Administration) 

• Priority III: useful but nonessential work on or 
connected with military installations
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Prisoner of War Labor Statistics

From June 1944 to August 1945, POWs provided a total of 851,994 man-months of labor.
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Prisoner of War 
Base and Branch 
Camps as of June 
1, 1944
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Post-World War II

• The Office of the Provost Marshal General (OPMG) continued 
throughout the Korean War and the Vietnam War until it was 
abolished in 1974. 

• There were seven subsequent Provost Marshals General (PMG) 
during that period.

• The current OPMG was reestablished in 2003, and nine men 
have held the position of Provost Marshal General since that 
time.
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Record Group 389:
Records of the Office of the Provost 

Marshal General

Subordinate Offices
and

Sample Series of Records
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What is NOT in Record Group 389?

• Records related to individual prisoners of war 
were returned to their countries of origin after 
the war, so there is no detailed information about 
specific prisoners.

• There are also no personal belongings like 
photographs, identification documents, letters, 
or diaries.

• Transport lists are not available.

• There are very few photographs, maps, motion 
pictures, sound recordings, electronic records, 
or other nontextual media. 

• Most of the records have not been digitized.
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Record Group 389: 
Records of the Office of the Provost Marshal General, 
1920–1975

National Archives Catalog: catalog.archives.gov/id/688

Record Group Explorer: www.archives.gov/findingaid/stat/discovery/389

• 135 total series of records

• Almost exclusively in the custody of the Textual  Records
Division in the National Archives at College Park
(Archives II)

• Includes records related to three wars: World War II, the
Korean War, and the Vietnam War

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/688
https://www.archives.gov/findingaid/stat/discovery/389
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Prisoner of 
War Division, 
June 1944
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Some Subordinate Offices Related to 
Enemy Prisoners of War & POW Camps

Prisoner of War Operations Division: 
catalog.archives.gov/id/10550255

• Operations Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10552212

• Operations Branch. Italian Service Unit: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551274

• Labor and Liaison Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551478

• Legal Branch: catalog.archives.gov/id/10551477

Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bureau: catalog.archives.gov/id/10552083 

Military Police School: catalog.archives.gov/id/10677124

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10550255
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10552212
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10551274
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10551478
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10551477
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10552083
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/10677124
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Creating Organization Authority Records -
Researching with the National Archives Catalog
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Where to Find Records Related to Specific Camps

Subject Files, 1942-1946 (entry A1 461): catalog.archives.gov/id/833674
• Includes correspondence, reports, rosters, and other records related to camp conditions,

activities, and more
• Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of record

Decimal Files, 1943-1946 (entry A1 459-A): catalog.archives.gov/id/721341
• Includes records related to the cultural and religious life of POWs, reeducation, and other

topics
• Arranged in three subseries: Subject Index Files, Decimal Files, and Subject Files

Subject Correspondence Files Relating to the Construction of and Conditions in Prisoner of 
War Camps, 1942–1947 (entry A1 457): catalog.archives.gov/id/657477
• Includes records related to specific camps and general information and operational records
• Arranged in three subseries: Construction Files, Miscellaneous Files, and Subject Files

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/833674
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/721341
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/657477
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Where to Find Administrative, Operational, 
and Policy Records

Subject Files, 1942-1957 (entry A1 467-E): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/895263

Unclassified Decimal Correspondence Files 
With Related Index, 1942–1945 (entry A1 
451): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/651858

Security Classified General Correspondence, 
1942–1970 (entry A1 452-B):
catalog.archives.gov/id/653181

Unclassified Decimal Files, 1941-1954 
(entry A1 434-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/645081

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/895263
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/651858
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/653181
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/645081
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Additional Series Related to Prisoners of War

• Subject Correspondence Files, 1942-1945 (entry A1 
435): catalog.archives.gov/id/645921

• Records Relating to Enemy Prisoners of War During 
World War II, 1942-1947 (entry A1 466-E): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/865093

• Policy and Procedural Records Relating to the 
Supervision of Prisoners of War and their Camps, 
1942-1945 (entry A1 458):
catalog.archives.gov/id/719026

• Numeric-Subject Correspondence Files Relating to 
the Internment, Care, and Labor of Prisoners of 
War, 1942-1946 (entry A1 467):
catalog.archives.gov/id/892123

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/645921
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/865093
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/719026
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/892123
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Series Related to German Prisoners of War

• School Training Records of German Prisoners of 
War, 1943-1946 (entry A1 462):
catalog.archives.gov/id/824589

• Former German Prisoner of War Files, 1945-1946 
(entry A1 466-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/849159

• Records Relating to German Prisoners of War 
during World War II, 1943-1952 (entry A1 466-C): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/876973

• Fiscal Accounting Records Relating to Monies of 
Former German Prisoners of War or Internees, 
1947-1949 (A1 463):
catalog.archives.gov/id/824661

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/824589
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/849159
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/876973
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/824661
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Records Related to Italian and Japanese Prisoners of War

• Records Relating to Italian Prisoners of War 
During World War II, 1942-1947 (entry A1 466-
D): catalog.archives.gov/id/871763

• Rosters of Deceased Italian Prisoners of War, 
1942-1952 (entry A1 1012):
catalog.archives.gov/id/1067506

• Records Relating to Japanese Prisoners of War 
During World War II, 1942-1948 (entry A1 466-
B): catalog.archives.gov/id/855490

• Rosters of Deceased Japanese Prisoners of War, 
1942-1952 (entry A1 1011):
catalog.archives.gov/id/1067502

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/871763
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1067506
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/855490
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1067502
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Series Related to the 
Corps of Military Police during WWII

• Records Relating to Military Police Schools, 
1942-1950 (entry A1 445):
catalog.archives.gov/id/649959

• Subject Files Relating to Military Police Schools, 
1942-1950 (entry A1 445-B):
catalog.archives.gov/id/649990

• Decimal Files Relating to the Corps of Military 
Police, 1942-1945 (entry A1 446-A):
catalog.archives.gov/id/650019

• Reports and Correspondence Relating to 
Activities of Military Police Overseas, 1942-1947 
(entry A1 449):
catalog.archives.gov/id/651744

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/649959
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/649990
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/650019
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/651744
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Other Records Located in Record Group 389

• Series related to enemy aliens, foreign nationals, 
and civilian internees

• Series related to American prisoners of war in 
WWII (including one series of electronic records 
available via Access to Archival Databases [AAD])

• Series related to preparations for the post-WWII 
Geneva Convention

• Historical files
• Series related to investigations, internal security, 

and safety
• Series related to military government
• One series of Korean War-era moving images
• Similar textual records from the Korean War and 

from the Vietnam War
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Sample Records:
Fort Reno, Oklahoma
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Fort Reno: Established 1874, Converted to a Remount 
Depot in 1908, and Declared Surplus in 1948
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Examples from the Series
“Subject Correspondence Files Relating to the Construction of and 

Conditions in Prisoner of War Camps, 1942–1947” 
(entry A1 457; National Archives Identifier: 657477; Declassification: NND 770120)

“1. It is desired that you provide the 
minimum essential housing and facilities 
for 1000 prisoners of war, in accordance 
with the War Department Construction 
Policy, at the following locations: Reno 
Quartermaster Depot  Fort Reno, 
Oklahoma. […]

2. It is not contemplated that additional 
land will be acquired […]

3. It is desired that you confer with The 
Provost Marshal General and the 
Quartermaster General in this matter.”
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Expanding the 
Existing Military 

Facilities at Fort Reno
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Sanitary Conditions

Some correspondence relates to hygiene, like this 
letter that describes necessary changes to latrines:

“Reconstruction will consist of replacement of 
existing wood boxes with individual water flush 
closets, installation of galvanized sheet metal and 
perforated pipe for urinal troughs and the 
installation of concrete floors.” 

Issues at one camp were likely to occur at others:

“Should similar complaints be received in respect to 
this type of installation at other prisoner of war 
camps, similar action will be taken […]”
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Construction of the Chapel
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Updating and Confirming Plans: 
Guard House, Post Exchange, Recreational Facilities, Barracks
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Examples from the Series
“Decimal Files, 1943-1946”

(entry A1 459-A; National Archives Identifier: 721341; Declassification: NND 770123)

This report from May 1945 provides an overview 
of the following aspects of the POW camp at Fort 
Reno:

- General - Theater
- Religion - Music
- School - Sport
- Library

Reports also included lists of music, books, and 
other forms of entertainment, recreation, and 
education that were available to the prisoners.
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Report on Field Service Visit in September 1945

To “correct the deficiencies 
noted,” this report includes 
several recommendations, such 
as:

- Place anti-Nazi prisoners in 
key positions in the camp

- Publicize correspondence 
courses

- Increase the number of books 
in the library

- Add more American composers 
to music selections

- Create a camp newspaper



51

Field Service Camp Surveys

A. General Information
B. Education
C. Library and Reading Rooms
D. Motion Pictures
E. Religious Activities
F. Camp Publications
G. Recreational Activities
H. Segregation
I. Radio
J. Art
K. Music
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Examples from the Series 
“Subject Files, 1942-1946”

(entry A1 461; National Archives Identifier: 833674; Declassification: NND 740063)

This series 
includes some 
documents 
relating to the 
transfer or 
potential transfer 
of individual 
prisoners for 
reasons specified 
in each letter.
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Camp Labor Reports for Fort Reno

Sample from June 14, 1944

Part I. Total Man-Days and Labor 
Availability
- Total Man-Days of All Prisoners
- Man-Days Not Available for Work
- Man-Days Worked or Available
- Rest Days

Part II. Paid Labor Report by Project
- P/W Camp Labor
- Post and Army Work
- Private Contract Work
- Public Contract Work

Part III. Remarks
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Camp Rosters for Fort Reno

Many are arranged by foreign military unit, 
with some miscellaneous unit lists, too.

The form includes columns for full name, 
internment number, date of birth, rank or 
grade, organization, date of capture, and 
“affiliation with SS, SD, SA, or other secret 
police organizations.”
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Camp Inspection Reports from the 
Office of the Provost Marshal General 

and from Other Organizations

Some inspections and other 
visits by the International 
Red Cross or by the OPMG 
or other military 
organizations, and others 
arranged by the Special 
War Problems Division of 
the Department of State.
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Occasional Charts, Diagrams, Sketches, and More
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The Prisoner of War Camp 
at Fort Reno was Inactivated 

on May 14, 1946. 
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Related Records and Other Resources



59

Prisoners of War Held Outside the United States

• Information may be found in Record Group 
389, as well as in other record groups, 
related to specific theaters of operation 
(see next slide for examples).

• Some prisoners captured by American 
forces were transferred to the custody of 
other Allied nations. For example, in the 
Pacific Theater, some POWs were 
transferred to the custody of the 
Commonwealth of Australia.

• As with POWs held in the United States, 
records related to individual prisoners have 
been returned to their countries of origin.



60

Other Army and Military Record Groups

• Record Group 77: Records of the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers

• Record Group 92: Records of the Office of the 
Quartermaster General

• Record Group 153: Records of the Office of 
the Judge Advocate General (Army)

• Record Group 160: Records of Headquarters 
Army Service Forces

• Record Group 165: Records of the War 
Department General and Special Staffs

• Record Group 260: Records of U.S. 
Occupation Headquarters, World War II

• Record Group 319: Records of the Army Staff

• Record Group 331: Records of Allied Operational 
and Occupation Headquarters, World War II

• Record Group 338: Records of U.S. Army 
Operational, Tactical, and Support 
Organizations (World War II and Thereafter)

• Record Group 407: Records of the Adjutant 
General’s Office

• Record Group 498: Records of Headquarters, 
European Theater of Operations, United States 
Army (World War II)

• Record Group 554: Records of General 
Headquarters, Far East Command, Supreme 
Commander Allied Powers, and United Nations 
Command
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Non-Military Record Groups

• Record Group 59: General Records of the Department 
of State

• Record Group 84: Records of the Foreign Service 
Posts of the Department of State

• Record Group 353: Records of Interdepartmental and 
Intradepartmental Committees (State Department)

• Record Group 65: Records of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation

• Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission
• Collection ANRC: Records of the American National 

Red Cross
• Record Group 46: Records of the U.S. Senate
• Record Group 233: Records of the U.S. House of 

Representatives
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Digitized Series of Photographic Records

• American Unofficial Collection of World War I 
Photographs, 1917-1918 in the Records of the War 
Department General and Special Staffs (Record 
Group 165): catalog.archives.gov/id/533461

• Photographs of American Military Activities, ca. 
1918 – ca. 1981 in the Records of the Office of the 
Chief Signal Officer (Record Group 111):
catalog.archives.gov/id/530707

• Photographic Albums of Prints of Hampton Roads 
Port of Embarkation, September 1942–December 
1945 in the Records of the Office of the Chief of 
Transportation (Record Group 336):
catalog.archives.gov/id/542169

• Franklin D. Roosevelt Library Public Domain 
Photographs, 1882-1962 (Collection FDR-PHOCO): 
catalog.archives.gov/id/195301

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533461
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/530707
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/542169
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/195301
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Other National Archives Resources

• War Department Decimal Filing System Manual: 
www.archives.gov/research/guides/war-dept

• History Hub: historyhub.history.gov/

• Access to Archival Databases (AAD):
aad.archives.gov/aad/

• National Archives Blogs:
www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs

• Prologue Magazine:
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue

• Other National Archives Publications:
www.archives.gov/publications

https://www.archives.gov/research/guides/war-dept
https://historyhub.history.gov/
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue
https://www.archives.gov/publications
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U.S. Army Publications and Resources

• Pamphlet - “History of the Provost Marshal General of the Army”
(api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/287488.pdf) from the U.S. Army Office of the Provost 
Marshal General website: www.army.mil/opmg

• Publication – “History of Prisoner of War Utilization by the United States Army, 
1776-1945” (history.army.mil/html/books/104/104-11-1/cmhPub_104-11-1.pdf) from 
the U.S. Army Center of Military History (CMH): history.army.mil/

• Publication – “Office of the Provost Marshal General, World War II: A Brief History”
(www.worldcat.org/title/office-of-the-provost-marshal-general-world-war-ii-a-
brief-history/oclc/5978107) by Warren D. Chandler of the Office of the Provost
Marshal General

• U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC): ahec.armywarcollege.edu/

https://api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/287488.pdf
https://www.army.mil/opmg
https://history.army.mil/html/books/104/104-11-1/cmhPub_104-11-1.pdf
https://history.army.mil/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/office-of-the-provost-marshal-general-world-war-ii-a-brief-history/oclc/5978107
https://www.worldcat.org/title/office-of-the-provost-marshal-general-world-war-ii-a-brief-history/oclc/5978107
https://ahec.armywarcollege.edu/
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Non-National Archives Resources

• National or military
archives in prisoners’
home countries

• Historical newspapers
• State, county, and local

historical societies,
libraries, archives,
museums, universities, or
other cultural institutions

• Oral histories
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Questions?

Textual Reference Branch 
at the National Archives at College Park (Archives II)

archives2reference@nara.gov
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We value your opinion.
Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your 

comments help us maintain the quality of our services and 
plan future programs. Thank you!

Feedback

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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After the broadcast . . . 

Email questions to
inquire@nara.gov

Video recording and downloadable handouts
will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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Questions & Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of 
the broadcast, we will continue to take your 

questions in chat for another 10 minutes.
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