=

Welcome to the
National Archives
Know Your Records program!

Mational Archives and Records Administrati

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records


http://www.archives.gov/calendar/Know-Your-Records
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.streamtext.net/player?event=111015nara200pm

=

KNOW YOUR RECORDS

About the National Archives R

The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) is the nation's record keeper. Of all the
documents and materials created in the course of
business conducted by the United States Federal
government, only 1%-3% are determined permanently
valuable. Those valuable records are preserved and are
available to you, whether you want to see if they
contain clues about your family’s history, need to
prove a veteran’s military service, or are researching an
historical topic that interests you.
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THE KNOW YOUR RECORDS PROGRAM
consists of free events with up-to-date information
about our holdings. Events offer opportunities for
you to learn about the National Archives’ records
through ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy
programs, and the annual genealogy fair.
Additional resources iInclude online reference
reports for genealogical research, and the
newsletter Researcher News.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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April 11, 2016

Diets, Textiles, and Electricity:

Records that Impacted the Domestic Lives of Americans

Pamela Anderson

Join archivist Pamela Anderson as she
highlights records available through the
National Archives at Kansas City,

Including those that impacted or improved
the domestic lives of American citizens.
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Presenter’s Biography

KNOW YOUR RECORDS
Mational Archives and Records Administration

Pamela Anderson joined the National Archives at Kansas City as an Archivist in
2010. She spends the majority of her time working at the National Archives’
underground facility in Lee’s Summit, MO where she provides a full range of
reference services for the archival records stored there. Pam also performs records
description, finding aid creation, accessioning, and preservation tasks. Prior to
joining the National Archives, Pam held positions at the Center for Army Lessons
Learned (CALL) at Fort Leavenworth, KS, the Harley-Davidson Corporate

Archives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and the SC Johnson Corporate Archives in

Pamela
Racine, Wisconsin. Pam has a B.A. in History from Wartburg College in Waverly,
Anderson o o o o
Archivist lowa and a M.A. in History, Specialization in Public History, and Certificate in

National Archives

: Museum Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
at Kansas City
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Diets, Textiles, and Electricity:
Records that Impacted the Domestic
Lives of Americans

PAMELA ANDERSON, ARCHIVIST
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT KANSAS CITY




Objectives

***Introduction to the National
Archives at Kansas City

**Highlight records of
government agencies that
worked to improve American’s
domestic lives

**Learn how to request these
records

T




National Archives at Kansas City

**Four locations:
**Public location near downtown Kansas City, MO

**Three underground locations
+*» North Kansas City, MO
% Lee’s Summit, MO

«* Lenexa, KS

**Records of the Central-Plains Region (lowa,
Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, Minnesota, North
Dakota, South Dakota

+*Also store records from across the country

+**Currently maintain almost 500,000 cubic feet
of records with room for more




Bureau of Human Nutrition and

Home Economics
(Record Group 176)

***Records of the central office of the
agency

**Location:

**Textual Records: National
Archives at Kansas City

“*Photographic Materials: National
Archives at College Park

**Dates covered: 1915-1954
*+*Bulk of records cover: 1917-1941

“** Approximately 937 cubic feet




Primary Functions

(Record Group 176)

**Conducted research on

+** Nutritional values of food, in addition
to creating new recipes, and educated
the public on healthy eating.

*»» Textiles and clothing

** Use of income and household buying

** Household management and
equipment

**Produced publications on the
conservation of food and clothing




Studies & Surveys

*»Consumer Purchase Study Records, 1935-1937 (National
Archives ldentifier: 4723877)

**War Emergency Food Survey, 1917-1919 (National Archives
Identifier: 16962784)

“*Records of a Study of Women Living in Towns and on
Farms, 1926-1927 (National Archives Identifier: 4723734)

+»Studies of Employer-Employee Relationships, ca. 1928-ca.
1933 (National Archives Identifier: 16624846)

**Farm Home Surveys and Related Records, ca. 1915-ca.
1922 (National Archives Identifier: 16624933)

**Records Relating to the Use of Time on Farms Study, ca.
1925-ca. 1930 (National Archives Identifier: 16623983)







Correspondence




Rural Electrification Administration
(Record Group 221)

**Records of the central office of the agency

***Location
“»Textural Records: National Archives at Kansas
City
“*Photographic Materials: National Archives at
College Park- Still Pictures Branch

**Maps and Charts: National Archives at College
Park- Cartographic Branch

+*Dates covered: 1935 - 1985

** Approximately 1,893 cubic feet




Primary Functions

**Established in 1936, though the government had
been involved with rural electrification activities since
1933

“*Provide low-interest loans for:
+» Building electric generating plants and transmission lines
** Wiring homes, buildings
** Acquiring and installing electrical & pluming equipment

*»*Preference for these loans were given to individual
farmers, farmers’ cooperatives, and utility districts

+*»Started providing assistance to cooperative telephone
companies in 1949

**Abolished in 1994. Superseded by the Rural Utilities
Service










Patent and Trademark Office

(Record Group 241)

*» Administrative records are at the National
Archives at College Park

**Most of the RG 241 records at the National
Archives at Kansas City are patent case files
for:

*»Utility Patents
**Design Patents

**Patent Case Files usually contain
**Initial petition, application, and oath

**Correspondence between inventor, legal
representation, and the Patent Office

*»Letters Patent (published descriptions and
drawings




Utility Patents

**»“Issued for the invention of a new
and useful process, machine,
manufacture, or composition of
matter, or a new and useful

improvement thereof...” — U.S. Patent
Office

**Patent Case Files, 1836-1993 (National
Archives ldentifier: 302050)

**The bulk of this series ends on March
16, 1976




Design Patents

**»“Issued for a new, original, and
ornamental design embodied in or
applied to an article of manufacture, it
permits its owner to exclude others
from making, using, or selling the
design...” — U.S. Patent Office

**»Design Patent Files, 1843-1973
(National Archives ldentifier: 562243)




Genealogy

*»*Contains signatures

***Learn about your ancestor’s
professional and intellectual
work

“*May contain geographical
information




Searching for Patents

**Google’s Patent search engine contains
patents from six patent offices from across the
world.

+**Can search by patent number, name of
individual or company, or type of invention

*»*Patents from the U.S. will have a US in front
of the patent number. Design Patents will have
a USD in front of the patent number.
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Requesting Records

**Search the National Archives Catalog (https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/)
**Tip: Using the Advanced Search, you can search by Record Group Number

>



https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/

Requesting
Records,
cont.

Confirm where the records
are located

24



Requesting Records, cont.

GENERAL INFORMATION RESEARCHING IN PERSON

“*Requests should be emailed to “*Please contact us before your visit
kansascity.archives@nara.gov

**Majority of our records are stored off-site

**Written requests should be addressed to:

’ . . . 0
National Archives at Kansas City *»If viewing records stored off-site we require

400 W, Pershing Road you send us your box request at least two
Kansas City, MO 64108 business days in advance
**We need that time to pull & transport the
**Phone: (816) 268-8000 records to our research room
“*Our Main Location is Open to the Public “*You may request additional records when you
“*Hours: 8:00 am — 4:00 pm, Monday — Friday arrive, but we will need time to pull &
“*Closed Weekends & Federal Holidays transport them



mailto:kansascity.archives@nara.gov

Questions?




KNOW YOUR RECORDS

Mational Archives and Records Administration

Thank you for attending!

Today’s video recording and materials
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

KNOW YOUR RECORDS

National Archives and Records Administration
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