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The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) is the nation's record keeper. Of all the
documents and materials created in the course of
business conducted by the United States Federal
government, only 1%–3% are determined
permanently valuable. Those valuable records are
preserved and are available to you, whether you
want to see if they contain clues about your family’s
history, need to prove a veteran’s military service, or
are researching an historical topic that interests you.
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The Know Your Records program consists
of free events with up-to-date information
about our holdings. Events offer
opportunities for you to learn about the
National Archives’ records through
ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy
programs, and the annual genealogy fair.
Additional resources include an online
reference reports for genealogical research,
and the newsletter Researcher News.
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Christine Blackerby
Co-curator Christine Blackerby
discusses the records used in our
new exhibit, “Amending America”
celebrating the 225th anniversary of
the ratification of the Bill of Rights.

June 2, 2016
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Christine Blackerby is an Education and
Public Outreach Specialist at the Center
for Legislative Archives, National
Archives and Records Administration in
Washington, D.C. She does public and
educational outreach programs to highlight
the history of Congress. Christine received
her B.A in history and political science
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and her M.A. in education at
the University of Kentucky.

Christine
Blackerby

Co-curator
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Amending 
America 

A new National Archives exhibit

Christine Blackerby
Jennifer N. Johnson















Voting Record of the Constitutional 
Convention, showing the vote on the 

motion to appoint a committee to 
prepare a bill of rights

1787

Records of the Continental and 
Confederation Congresses and the 

Constitutional Convention



Ratification of the Constitution 
by the state of New York

July 26, 1788

General Records of the U.S. 
Government



Senate Mark 
Up of the Bill 

of Rights

September 9, 
1789

Records of the 
U.S. Senate



Virginia's ratification 
of the Bill of Rights
December 15, 1791

General Records of 
the U.S. Government



Joint Resolution 
Proposing the 

Fourteenth 
Amendment to the 

United States 
Constitution, proposed 

June 13, 1866

General Records of the 
U.S. Government





Letter from the Alabama Baptist 
State Convention opposed to a 

school prayer constitutional 
amendment, May 8, 1964 

Records of the U.S. House of 
Representatives



Panic, No. 1
March 1954

Records of the U.S. Senate 



Letter to the House UnAmerican Activities 
Committee (HUAC) from Lillian Hellman 
regarding her subpoena, May 19, 1952

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives





Photograph of the ruins of the Mt. 
Pleasant Society Hall in 

Gluckstadt, Mississippi, destroyed 
by fire on August 11, 1964

Records of the U.S. House of 
Representatives



H.J. Res. 159 proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution to extend the right to vote to 
widows and spinsters who are property 

holders, endorsed April 30, 1888

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives





Petition for a constitutional amendment to hold 
national referendums on declarations of war, circa 

1938

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives



H.J. Res 661 to propose a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit drunkenness, 

with handwritten note
April 21, 1938

Records of the U.S. House of 
Representatives



H.R. 8 proposing an 
amendment to the 

Constitution to prohibit any 
person involved in a duel 

from holding federal office
March 5, 1838

Records of the U.S. House of 
Representatives



Letter from Suzanne Heber Supporting 
Keating-Owen Child Labor Bill

February 25, 1916

Records of the U.S. Senate





Petition for a constitutional amendment that 
representation in Congress be apportioned by 

including the animal property of the free 
states as well as the slave property of the 

slaveholding states, circa 1844

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives



Petition for a constitutional 
amendment to expel 

members of Congress who 
are absent for more than 40 

percent of roll call votes
Circa 1971

Records of the U.S. Senate



Petition of the State Grange 
of Illinois for the direct 

election of Senators
January 1, 1898

Records of the U.S. Senate



Untitled, ["Just the usual 
crop of senatorial 

deadlocks"], cartoon by 
Clifford Berryman
February 4, 1911

Records of the U.S. Senate



Electoral college tally 
for the 1800 

Presidential election
February 11, 1801

Records of the U.S. 
Senate



H.J. Res. 8 
proposing a 

constitutional 
amendment to 

elect the 
President by lot

January 13, 
1846

Records of the 
U.S. House of 

Representatives





How We Amend



Certification of the 
ratification of the 
27th Amendment 

to the Constitution 
by the Archivist of 
the United States

May 18, 1992

General Records of 
the U.S. Government





What do YOU 
think?





Open at the National Archives 
Building in Washington, D.C.

March 11, 2016-
September 4, 2017

Download the eBook from the 
iTunes store

http://archives.gov/amending
-america/



Thank  you for attending!
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