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i About the National Archives

The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) 1s the nation's record keeper. Of all the
documents and materials created In the course of
business conducted by the United States Federal
government, only 1%-3% are determined
permanently valuable. Those valuable records are
preserved and are available to you, whether you
want to see If they contain clues about your family’s
history, need to prove a veteran’s military service, or
are researching an historical topic that interests you.
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The Know Your Records program consists
of free events with up-to-date information
about our holdings. Events offer
opportunities for you to learn about the
National  Archives’ records through
ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy
programs, and the annual genealogy fair.
Additional resources include an online
reference reports for genealogical research,
and the newsletter Researcher News.
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June 2, 2016

U S Constitutional Amendments
Christine Blackerby

Co-curator  Christine  Blackerby
discusses the records used In our
new exhibit, “Amending America”
celebrating the 225th anniversary of
the ratification of the Bill of Rights.
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Ch r'istine
Blackerby

Co-curator

Christine Blackerby 1s an Education and
Public Outreach Specialist at the Center
for  Legislative  Archives, National
Archives and Records Administration In
Washington, D.C. She does public and
educational outreach programs to highlight
the history of Congress. Christine recelved
her B.A In history and political science
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and her M.A. In education at
the University of Kentucky.
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Amending
America

A new National Archives exhibit

Christine Blackerby
Jennifer N. Johnson







o that we are more inspired—have

“I do not conceiv
s more virtue

more wisdom—or pOSses
than those who will come after us. The

power under the Constitution will
always be with the people.”
George Washington, 1787
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Our Rights

More than anything else, the
history of constitutional
amendments is a history of
expanding rights and
democracy. Seventeen of the
27 ratified amendments
secure or expand individual
rights. Some proposed
amendments would limit or

remove individual rights, but

none of these have ultimately

been successful.

By the Numbers

amendments sent by
the First Congress to
states for ratification
in 1789

number of those
amendments that

1 were ratified, and

became known as

the Bill of Rights
number of members of the House of
Representatives if the first amendment proposed by
the First Congress had passed (today we have 435)

17

ratified amendments that
are related to rights

28

number of rights listed
within the Bill of Rights
amendments







oting Record of the Constitutional
onvention, showing the vote on the
motion to appoint a committee to
prepare a bill of rights
1787

Records of the Continental and
Confederation Congresses and the
Constitutional Convention
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Senate Mark
Up of the Bill
of Rights

September 9,
1789

Records of the
U.S. Senate
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Virginia's ratification
of the Bill of Rights
December 15, 1791

General Records of
the U.S. Government




Joint Resolution
Proposing the
Fourteenth
Amendment to the
United States

Constitution, proposed
June 13, 1866

General Records of the
U.S. Government




Protects the rights
to free speech,
press, assembly,
petition, and
religion
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Baptist State Convention
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Letter from the Alabama Baptist
State Convention opposed to a
school prayer constitutional
amendment, May 8, 1964

Records of the U.S. House of
Representatives
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RoTERTS
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LOMC

Panic, No. 1
March 1954

Records of the U.S. Senate




SE X

Letter to the House UnAmerican Activities
Committee (HUAC) from Lillian Hellman
regarding her subpoena, May 19, 1952

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives




Provides

for the right
to vote
regardless of
gender

Provides
for the right
to vote
regardless
of race

Prohibits
poll taxes

Gives the
residents of
the District of
Columbia the
right to vote
for president

Provides for
the right to
vote to
citizens age
18 or older



Photograph of the ruins of the Mt.
Pleasant Society Hall in

Gluckstadt, Mississippi, destroyed
by fire on August 11, 1964

Records of the U.S. House of
Representatives

This is a photograph of the ruiuns of Mt. Pleasant Society Hall, a
Baptist church in Gluckstadt, Mississippi. The church, which had
housed a CORE Voter School, was destroyed Ly fire on August 11, 1964.
The Hall was still smoldering as this photograph was taken, since

the fire department never came. Gluckstadt is near Canton, in

TJ-'_ XAS 0
Meridian County, Mississippi.
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H.J. Res. 159 proposing an amendment to the
Constitution to extend the right to vote to

widows and spinsters who are property
holders, endorsed April 30, 1888

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives
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Refining Powers

The Constitution authorizes
many powers for the Federal
Government, but Americans
have continued to try to add to
or subtract from that list.
Frequently, the powers in
proposed amendments to the
Constitution are responses to
specific events at certain points
in time. They fail because they
don’t achieve a sustained
consensus over time.

By the Numbers

1

years that Prohibition
was in effect

3

years before the proposed Child Labor
amendment became moot because of
legislation passed to protect children

number of fewer days it took to repeal

Prohibition than to ratify it 5

5 1014

year that income tax
was first required




(s P
nit this is campaj ﬂin acal ainst our natio: r again by d AW m!‘
ION ' /f 5764

the wars of Europ€and Asia. Since millions of youth and billions
oyed if we become

PETITION 5764

We, the undersigned, are in favor of the United States’ staying out of the wars of Europf and Asia. Since millions of youth and billions
of wealth would be destroved if we become

mvolved in a foreign war, the fathers, moth- _JOINT RESOLUTION No. 199 e thers moth | T RODUOED, 1N, SoNGRESS O
INTRODUCED IN COMNGRESS ON BY REPRESENTATIVE
ers, sons and daughters, who must bear the FEBRUARY 5. 1937, St P

burden and distress, are entitled to decide BY REFRESENTATIVE
: 5 LOUIS LUDLOW OF INDIANA
such a momentous question of national

“Resalved by the Senate and House of

policy. For this purpose we join with the Na- Representatives of the United States of
- & - H Americn in Condross assembled { fwo-thirds
tional Commitiee for the War Referendum. of each House concurring therein). that the
following article s propossd as an amoend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States, which shall bevalid toall intents and
purposes a8 & part of the Constitution when DRFss STATE
ratified by the Ledisintures of three-fourths g ;

of the several States.

- - - E | fan i fith
WE PETITION CONGRESS | Unjtcd States of ita territorial possessions
and attack wpon its citizens residing therein,

TO GIVE THE PEOPLE THE | a5t ecoms siattive natil contemped

CONGRESS
PEOPLE THE
TO VOTE
OR NOT WE
INGED INTO
EIGN WAR:

by a majority of all votes cast thereon in =
3 il T T : W ] - i |} ;
OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE | feomst niionatcrisis o exiat.mas by con:
- resolution re & et Vo] 5
ON WHETHER OR NOT WE tl.l"rlr‘r:;a.-_ 10 the citisens of the States, the &7 e
|'.|:u|. 'ﬁ‘tl‘lk.lll‘l; II'I l:ll!i: tutn] on beind, ‘Ei;ull the :
. - £ | Lt =
ARE TO BE PLUNGED INTO | morithercise o provide for the en- S -
ﬂNOTHER FDRFIGN “‘_ -'.LR forcement of this section.” st
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NAME | ADDRESS STATE "
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f " P
Petition for a constitutional amendment to hold

national referendums on declarations of war, circa e
#J“m ) e S NERLY PPV T Y
1938 f” >, BN AR R

v
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Return this petition with signatures to the Petition sent in by /]-B){/g %f’ T = 2o 24

RURAL LIFE COUNCIL,Department of the Address_ Zﬁ! ﬁa‘ %

National Council for Prevention of War WA e TR

532 17th Street, N. W, Wushington, D. C. Organization... ?Zé: Toheletee.
Additional copies sent upon request, Amount remlﬂed f/ “‘- 7 {

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives T i
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75TH CONGRESS
3D SESSION

H. J. REF
IN THE HOUSE OF
April

MR, SMITH of Oklahoma introduced
was referred to the Com

ordered
JOINT f .
Proposing an amendment to the Co e
1 RESOLVED BY THE SENATE A

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
THIRDS OF EACH HOUSE CONCURRI

article is proposed as an ame

]

3

4

5 United States, which shall be

6 as a part of the Constitution

7 of three-fourths of the sever
8 "ART

9 "SECTION 1. Drunkenness
10 Territories thereof is hereby
11 "SEC. 2. Congress and §
12 current power to enforce the

13 fix penalties for violation €
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mgmes WL R. S.

MarcH 5, 1835.

H.R. 8 proposing an
amendment to the
Constitution to prohibit any

person involved in a duel
from holding federal office NG s | b

é - p
.llii'(‘@ of both Horfs neurring,) That the following amend-
-

M r Ch 5 8 3 8 v me_ﬁt'.' to tl{-e cﬁstimtion of the United States be proposed to
a I = ; ]
’ # F,

-~ y i
the'Legislaturg's of the several States; which, when ratified
oy

Read the first time.

Mr, Morean submitted for the consideration of the House of Rep-

resentatives the following joint resolution :

RESOLUTION

» )
Phoposing an. a'men:dm% to the constitution of the United States.
-, - y

--"'

@ 7
- Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

by the Legisla?t.ures of three-fourths of the States, shall be
“¢
I
valid, to all ilwents and purposes, as part of the constitution :
"]

R e C 0 rd S O f th e l]. S. H 0 u S e 0 f | Congressi shall have power to provide by law that no

person shall be capable of holding or being eclected to any

R e o post of profit or emolument, civil or military, legislative, ex-
resentatives

p ecutive, or judicial, under the Government of these United

States, who sliall, after the passage of such law, fight a duel,

“or send or ac-c?;apt a challenge to fight a duel, the probable

issue of which may be the death of the challenger or chal-

lenged, or who shall be a second to either party, or shall in

any way or manner aid or assist in such duel, or shall be

knowingly the bearer of such challenge or acceptance ; but




Letter from Suzanne Heber Supporting o

Public Stenographer

Keating-Owen Child Labor Bill e S
February 25,1916

Records of the U.S. Senate

February 25,1916,

Respectfully yours,

e of those who &re support=

| protect children who work, :
on the subject, for I canngt
) want to see the lives ground
abor. I was haunted for days
first saw some of these ¢hildren
5 trying to play after hours,
#e they seemed hardly to have
gople said, "Oh they are not
me of the others®, As these
e corpses, I am glad to say

P n‘s health is mere important

o 4~ B the stockholders.
A e fully yours,







o 5 Bl Petition for a constitutional amendment that

. sl representation in Congress be apportioned by
ST e :’]z i including the animal property of the free
F 3’1;"3"5"55‘:’ wt/%{% y/ %ff/f?} states as well as the slave property of the
WP /4 el g HHfitr 7/@ /@Lmﬂ ] 1
L, vy slaveholding states, circa 1844
,%g/,/j/fw//ﬂ% s ‘;;lzmwi
Yoo i digt
(/g’//,,aad g’/;ﬂ_, f «a(uw SV er) //, -3 !
g~ = ,ﬁéf - /M,W ; Records of the U.S. House of Representatives
e 5/ . At

To the honorable the Senate and House r.;_/. Rtprr.w'n(rf!i:'r.x of the [ nited Sikes, in Congress
assembled : 2

The undersigned, Citizens of the County of , #7 %l e bl in the State

" Ohio, pray you to take the necessary measures for procuring angamendment to the Consti-

tution of the United States, making the basis of representation uniform throughout the coun-

try; that representation be apportioned to the free inhabitants; but if that is '.mnr;u-tir;nhlc-.

that the animal propertv of the free states he re lulo-'mml as well as the -5;1:'. * property ol the

/[ /{// 4

slaveholding states.
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Petition for a constitutional
amendment to expel
members of Congress who
are absent for more than 40

percent of roll call votes
Circa 1971

Records of the U.S. Senate
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Voice OF T heriseople

Put Lawmakers Back To Work

wrear T aItor,

I wish to submit the follmnng
article for your consideration
and publication, if possible,
along with the blank enclosed
Which I hope people will fill out
and send to the Senate Sub-
committee on  Constitutional
Amendments in Washington.

The article expressed my
views exactly, and I believe a
great many other people share
this view also.

John Adamson

Are you in favor of forcmt,
absenfee Senators and

Representatives back to work?
If you are, then there’s still time

John Tunney.

Gentlemen:

pelled.
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Miram Fong, Edward Gurney,

~to maKe your voice heard in
Washington on a proposed
amendment to the U. .

Constitution which would expel
members of Congress who are
not present for at least 60 per-
cent of the roll call votes.

The amendment, which was
introduced by Senator Margaret
Chase Smith (R.-Maine), is
being held up by a Senate Sub-
committee on  Constitutional
Amendments. According to Sen.
Smith,  unless  there is
overwhelming public pressure
placed on the subcommittee, her
amendment will die quietly and
never be reported to the full
Senate for vote. This is what the
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Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments
Commitiee on the Judiciary
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senators Birch Bayh, Quentin Burdick, Robert Byrd, Marlow Cook, James Eastland,
Roman Hruska, Sam Ervin, Strom Thurmound lqnd

I demand that the Constitutional Amendment Subcommittee take ‘mi;nediate action
and report Senator Margaret Chase Smith’s proposed Constitutional amendment which
will expel members of Congress who are ahsent for more than 40 percent of the roll
calls (S. Res. 200) to the full Senate for a vote. I absolutely agree that members of
Congress who are absent for more than 40 per cent of the roll call votes should be ex-

state Zesif .

-----.«-pnnu-v.------.—---J--,-----—-------------.—-------‘u—-----

politicians want. They know that
if it ever comes to a vote, the
amendment will pass because no
Senator will dare vote against it.

Now is your chance to take
positive action and force the
reluctant politicians to go to
work for you, the taxpayer.

Cut out the letter on this page,
sign your name and address and
send it to Washington.

Don’t put it off until tomor-
row. Do it now!

Mail to: Senate Subcommittee
on Constitutional Amendments,
Committee on the Judiciary,
Senate Office Building,
Washington, D. C. 20510.

Wy;
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Untitled, ["Just the usual
crop of senatorial
deadlocks"], cartoon by

Clifford Berryman
February 4, 1911
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Electoral college tally
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Presidential election
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JOINT RESOLUTION

To amend the constitution of the United States.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Unifed Slates of JAmerica in Congress assembled, (fo-
thirds of both houses concurring,) That the following article be
proposed to the legislatures of the several States as an amend-
ment to the constitution of the United States, which, when
ratified by three-fourths of said legislatures, shall become a part
of said constitution, viz :

ArTICLE.

In and after the year one thousand eight hundred and
sixty, the people in eachi State entitled to vote for members of
the House of Representatives of the United States, shall elect
from among ils citizens a candidate for the presidency of the
United States; in which election, a majority of all the votes
given shall be necessary to a choice. If, upon the first vote in
any State, no one person shall have a majority of all the votes
given, another vote shall be had, which shall be confined to the

two persons having the greatest number of votes at the former

-

e > . L4
-vuﬁng,’and if, upon such second vote, the two persons voted

.

H.]. Res. 8
proposing a
constitutional
amendment to
elect the
President by lot

January 13,
1846

Records of the
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Representatives
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ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME,

GREETING:

KNOW YE, That ihe first Congre:
session, held in New York, New Yo
September, in the year one thousam
passed the following resolution o «

States of America, in the following

The Conventions of a n
at the time of their adc
expressed a desire, in 0
misconstruction or abu
further declaratory and
be added: And as exter
confidence in the Govei
benificent ends of its in

Resolved by the Senate
Representatives of the
in Congress assembled,
concurring, that the fol
proposed to the Legisla
as Amendments to the
States, all or any of wi
by three fourths of the

valid to all intents ana

said Constitution, viz.:

Articles in addition to, and amendnu
Constitution of the United States of
proposed by Congress and ratified by
Legislatures of the several States, pu
fifth Article of the original Constitut

* * * * * * *

Article the Second...No law, varying
compensation for the services of the
Representatives, shall take effect, un
election of Representatives shall hav

*® * * * * * *

And, further, that Section 106b, Title 1 of the Un;
that whenever official notice is received at the N
Records Administration that any amendment prc
Constitution of the United States has been adopt
provisions of the Constitution, the Archivist of t
forthwith cause the dment to be published,
specifying the States by which the same may hat

the same has become valid, to all intents and pu
Constitution of the United States.

And, further, that it appears from official docum
National Archives of the United States that the .
Constitution of the United States proposed as af
by the Legislatures of the States of Alabama, Alc
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georg
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryl
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New H¢
New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oh

South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,

And, further, that the States whose Legislatures have so ratified the said
proposed Amendment constitute the requisite three fourths of the whole
number of States in the United States.

NOW, Therefore, be it known that I, Don W. Wilson, Archivist of the
United States, by virtue and in pursuance of Section 106b, Title 1 of the
United States Code, do hereby certify that the aforesaid Amendment has

id, to all intents and purposes, as a part of the Constitution of

e United

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the National
Archives and Records
Administration to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington

this | ¥e\ day of _p\a "

in the year of our Lord one

thousand nine hundred and ninety-two.

s

DON W. WILSON

Certification of the
ratification of the
27th Amendment

to the Constitution
by the Archivist of
the United States

May 18, 1992

General Records of

the U.S. Government
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you amend the Constitution next?
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Thank you for attending!

If we did not get to your question,
you may submit it to inquire@nara.gov

Today’s video recording and materials
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

KNOW YOUR RECORDS
National Archives and Records Administration

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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