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about our holdings. Events offer opportunities for
you to learn about the National Archives’ records
through ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy
programs, and the annual genealogy fair.
Additional resources include an online reference
reports for genealogical research, and the
newsletter Researcher News.
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DC Emancipation Act
Damani Davis

In 1862, the DC Emancipation Act
freed enslaved persons In the District
of Columbia. Damani Davis, reference
archivist, discusses petitions filed by
owners and slaves under the Act.
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Damani Davis
Reference Archivist
National Archives
Washington, DC

Mr. Damani Davis is a reference archivist at the National
Archives’ Research Services Division in Washington, DC.
Since 2005, Damani has lectured at local, regional, and
national genealogical conferences where he focuses on the
African American presence in Federal records. He has
published articles in the National Archives quarterly journal,
Prologue, highlighting African American participation in the
Revolutionary War, African American migration and search for
landownership in the post-Reconstruction era, slavery,
emancipation in Washington, DC, and early 20" century
Federal citizenship records of blacks from the British West
Indies.

A native of Philadelphia, PA, and a veteran of the first Gulf
War, Damani pursued his undergraduate studies at Coppin
State University in Baltimore, MD, where he received his B.A.
in history in 1998. He further pursued his studies at the Ohio
State University where he received M.A. in history in 2001.
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CELEBRATION OF THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BY THE COLORED PEOPLE, IN WASHINGTON, ArriL 19, 1866, [Skercuep By F, DiELuax,)




Washington, D.C.

A Major Center for the Domestic Slave Trade

Sorih.Y In the conrse

A Slawe=Coffle paszing the Capitol

the House from Delaware, sugoested as a compromise i division




P, S

1836 Handbill Published by the
American Anti-Cizveny Society

SLAVE MARKET OF AMERICA.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
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District of Columbia Emancipation Act (12 Stat. 376):
April 16, 1862

Be it enacted by the Serate und Howse of Rey

That




Supplemental Act of July 12, 1862 (12 Stat. 538)

Be {t enacten by th




Federal Records Relevant to Slavery in DC

1. THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR THE EMANCIPATION
OF SLAVES (RG217)

» M520, Records of the Board of Commissioners for the
Emancipation of Slaves in the District of Columbia, 1862-63 (6
rolls)

2. RECORDS OF THE U.S. CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA (RG21)

» MA433, Records of the U.S. Circuit Court for the District of
Columbia Relating to Slaves, 1851-1863 (3 rolls)

» M434, Habeas Corpus Case Records of the U.S. Circuit Court for
the District of Columbia, 1820-1863 (2 rolls)



M520, Records of the Board of Commissioners for the
Emancipation of Slaves In the District of Columbia,
1862-63 (6 rolls)

Petitions filed with the Board of Commissioners pursuant to
the acts of April 16 and July 12, 1862

See also,
Serial Set Vol. 1189: House Executive Document 42, 38 Congress, 1 Session

Dorothy S. Frovine, Compensated Emancipation in the District of Columbia:
Petitions under the Act of April 16, 1862



PETITION.

|'To the Commissioners under the act of Congress approved the 16th of April, 1862,
entitled % An act for the release of ceriain persons held to service or Iabor in the
Disirict of Columbin.”
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- Your petitioner hereby declares that }’1_:.- hears true and faithful allegiance to the GM
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Compensated Emancipation in the District of Columbia:
Petitions under the Act of April 16, 1862
By Dorothy Provine
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M433, Records of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the District of Columbia, 1820-1863
(3 rolls)

1) Emancipation Papers

2) Manumission Papers and Affidavits of Freedom,
1857-6G<

3) Fugitive Slave Case Papers, 1851-G2

(The National Archives has a searchable database
of the names of individuals in these records)



M433, Records of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the District of Columbia, 1820-1863
(3 rolls)

> Emancipation Papers

(According to Initial terms of Act of
April 16, 1862)

(The National Archives has a searchable database of the names of
Individuals in these records)



Columbus Alexander’s
Schedule & Documentation
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[0l by W. H. & 0. I Wommsen, Booksallers. ]

To Jous A. Surrn, Esq,
Clerk of the Oircuit Ovurt for the District of Columbia, L
Sm: You will please file and record in your office the annexed statement and schedule, under the
provisions of an act of Congress, entitled “ An act for the relief of certain persons held to service ot Iabor
in the District of Columbia,” approved April 16th, 1863 :
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The persons mentioned in the foregoing schedule were, by reason of African descent and abquired
title, ))'-’ property, and by 2 s~ito—hpld to service and labor in the District of Columbia st the

rime tbu act of Congress above cited was approved, the beneflt of which is hereby lhum«l
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Robert R. Aylmer’s
Schedule & Documentation
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To Jous A. Burru, Esq,
Clerk of the Oirowit Oord for the District of Columbsin,
Sen: You will please file-and reord in your offfos the annexed stitement and sohedule, ander the

prowisions of an act of Congress, cntitled “ An aet for the relief of sertain persons held 1o servies or labor
in the District of Columbia," approved April 16th, 1862
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M433, Records of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the District of Columbia, 1820-1863
(3 rolls)

> Emancipation Papers
(Supplementary Act of July 12,
1862)

(The National Archives has a searchable database of the names of
Individuals in these records)



Philip Meredith Manumission
Flled 30 June 1862
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Former Slave of General Robert Lee
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The Addison Family:
Alice, Rachel, Mary Ann, George, Alice, & James
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“The claimants of the within
named servants appeared
before the commissioners
with the servants ...who ask
their free papers be filed to
them, to which they are
entitled under the Act 12t
July 1862.”



The Addison Fai _

([Hold b

Alice Addison, 55, brown colored,
5’4’ healthy & strong

Rachel Addison (Alice’s e N T
Daughter), 24, brown colored, Pty iy it Bt o '

5’8’7, healthy & strong

Mary Ann Addison (Alice’s
Daughter), 26, brown, 5’6", heavy
built, healthy

George Addison (Mary son), 10,  SEEEsES
brown, healthy et
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Alice Addison (Mary’s daughter), TR S
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James Addison (Mary’s son), 9 i T
months, brown, healthy



Addison Family: Fled to “Father” in Fear of
African Colonization

_E “They left this city on the 13™ of
s s April last, three days before the

Fewil:;
l,

,-;ﬁ;?,_ﬁ;_;;fm FaRSsewewes  approval of the said Act,
e e s hecause they feared they would
s e e colonized in Africa, and to

avold that they went to their
father who Is the slave of Harry
Cook in Montgomery County,

Maryland....”




M433, Records of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the District of Columbia, 1820-1863
(3 rolls)

2) Manumission Papers & Affidavits of
Freedom, 1857-6G2

(The National Archives has a searchable database of the names of
Individuals in these records)



James Theodore Butler

Affidavit of Freedom

(Manumission Filed 31 June,
1857)




James T. Butler’s Manumission
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George Ball’s Card

Richard S. Coxe (Owner)

Eé‘;"f_‘&‘ il George Ball (Manumitted)
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escription of George Ball
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Summervnle Family Deed of Manumission
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I, Thomas Summerville ... do hereby
release from slavery, liberate, manumit,
& set free, my wife Maria being of age
34 years ... | do declare [her]
discharged from all manner of service or
servitude to me, my executors, or
administrators forever.”



| Thomas Summerville’s Proof of Ownership
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‘...1 Mary Watts of St. Mary’s
County ... MD, for ... the sum
of $700 current money ... paid
by Thomas Somerville (sic.)
“F.B.” ... sell unto [him] ...
Maria, aged 26 years, one Negro
child named Sarah Ann age 6,
one Negro child named Thomas
Randolph age 3, and one other
child, Mary Ellen, 1 year ... 26
December 1849.”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Know all men…that I Mary Watts of St. Mary’s County…MD, for…the sum of $700 current money…paid by Thomas Somerville “F.B.”…do grant, bargain, and sell unto [him]…Maria, aged 26 years, one Negro child named Sarah Ann age 6, one Negro child named Thomas Randolph age 3, and one other child, Mary Ellen, 1 year…26 December 1849.”


Alfred Pope, 28 June 1861
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Alfred Pope’s Affidavit of Freedom
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By Col. Carter’s will Alfred was set
free, [and] Is now, with my consent as
executor, in the enjoyment of his
freedom.”

“Alfred caused this necessary
certificate of his freedom to be entered
on record In your office & had In his
possession a certified copy. About a
week ago ... his dwelling house ...
took fire in the night and it was
destroyed with all his furniture.”



Alfred Pope sAffldaV|t (Continued)
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Alfred Pope & Hannah Cole

Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage Record
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Alfred Pope’s Freedman’s Bank Record, 25
January 1870
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Hannah Pope’s Freedman’s Bank
Account, 18 August 1871

Residence: Frederick Street,
Georgetown

Occupation: Lives at Shop(?)
Children: Catherine

” 72 Mother: Barbara Williams




Alfred Pope’s Freedman’s Bank
Account, 18 August 1871

o Vs | _
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Occupation: Night Scavenger

Wife: Hannah Pope



Pope Family in the 1870 U.S. Federal Census
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ope Family in the 1880 U.S. Federal Census
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“Reubin Pannel” 1867
Freedman’s Bank Account

- Date: 24 August 1867
B and il o « Master: Martin Staughter
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“Ruben Pannell” 1873
Freedman’s Bank Account

- - Date: 14 August 1873
W 4§ — u{f’ﬂf-‘-’- L = Age 62
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“Rugan Pannell”

1880 U.S. Federal Census

- Rugan Pannell, 67, Huckster,

@ bornin VA

M - Eliza Pannell, 35, Wife, Keeping
house, born in VA

- Mary E. Pannell, 6, Daughter,
born in DC




M433, Records of the U.S. Circuit
Court for the District of Columbia,
1820-1863 (3 rolls)

63

(T'he National Archives has a searchable database of the
names of individuals in these records).
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Fugitive Slave Claim

3 by ; Mary Massey (Owner)

B \ary Ann Williams (Fugitive)
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Warrant For Arrest of Fugitive:
Mary Ann Williams
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“Whereas Mary Massey of ...
Alexandria ... Virginia hath
applied to the Circuit Court ...
for the rendition to her of a
certain black negro woman
named Mary Ann Williams ...
You are hereby commanded
forth ... to arrest her ... she
being found In your bailiwick,
and her safety keep, so that you
have her body before the Circuit
Court of the District of
Columbia ... Immediately....”



Mary Ann Williams:
Arrested and Returned to Mary Massey
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M434, Habeas Corpus Case Records of the
U.S. Circuit Court for the District of
Columbia, 1820-1863

Petitions for Writs of Habeas Corpus
Writs of Habeas Corpus
Manumission Papers

Statements of Freedom

Other Documents Related to the Proceedings
of Accused Runaways



Habeas Corpus Petition of Emeline Brown,
22 March 1862
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“Emeline Brown, a free colored woman...
represents that her ... daughter, Lucy, aged
12, 1s unjustly & illegally detained & held in
custody ... by one Benjamin F. Hunt of
Georgetown.

..[a] year or two ago, her husband John
Brown, the father of said Lucy, & a slave for
life, belonging to Richard Pettit £s1. of
Georgetown, hired the said Lucy to ...
[Benjamin Hunt], but ...she believes...Lucy
Is maltreated by the said Hunt, and...she
desires ... said child....



Habeas Corpus Petition of John Brown, 29
October 1862

The petition of John Brown, a free man
of color of Georgetown ... respectfully
shows to your Honors that his child
Lucy Brown, an infant of ... about 11
years, IS unlawfully detained &
restrained of her liberty by one
Benjamin F. Hunt of Georgetown, &
that Lucy has not been bound out or
Indentured to said [Hunt] ... who is In
no wise entitled to detain her, but that
your petitioner Is the natural guardian &
protector of said child....




L_ucy Ordered Into Custody of John Brown, 10
November 1862

In the above entitled cause ... It Is
this 10" day of November A.D.
1862, ordered by the Court, that
the said Lucy Brown be remanded
to the custody & control of her
father, the said John Brown, and
the said Benjamin F. Hunt no
longer detain or restrain her....




Habeas Corpus Case of Basil Barnes
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Elizabeth Contee would respectfully
represents that she is a fee colored
woman residing in [Wash., DC]; and
that she Is the nearest legal relative
of her brother, a colored boy aged
abt. 7 years named Basil Barnes;...
Basil has been fed and nourished by
her, and all his wants provided for to
the 28™ of July [2st, witen one \ijfm.
A. I/ulioy ceme to Iher residence &
forcibly took from the premises ...
Basil ...to some place unknown to
your petitioner....



Basil Barnes’ Parents Described
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Your petitioner further represents that the
... child Basil is himself free and was
born of a free woman; that his mother is
now dead, and was dead long previous to
the act complained of; that the father of
said child iIs a slave owned by Mrs. Lyell
or Lyells, residing in the neighborhood of
Georgetown..., and Is named John
Olliday (sic.), and...was never married to
the mother of ... Basil. Your petitioner
... offer the testimony of Oswald B.
Clarke a white man who saw said Mulloy
take the child. She also tenders her own
free papers, and those of Rachel Barnes
her own mother & who was also the
mother of ... Basil.



Oswald B. Clarke’s Testimony
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Oswald B. Clarke ... declare that he
saw William A. Mulloy on the
afternoon of Friday, July last, take
from the yard of Elizabeth Contee, a
free colored woman,... a colored boy
aged 7 or 8 yrs. Said | /uiir‘y \WEs 0
horseback accompanied by a man on
foot. Said I/ulioy plecen the oy on the
horse behind him. The boy was
evidently taken off forcibly. Said
deponent further declares that the boy
was taken in spite of the entreaties and
protestations of said Contee.



Robert Nelson Habeas Corpus Petition
J— Adgainst Alfred Jones

Robert Nelson a minor of about 17
yrs. sues Alfred Jones with the help
& support of his friend Edward

Woodlond

bt All three men are free persons of

Rl X 242 prr g 535
color.

B



Robert Nelson’s Habeas Corpus Petition
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..the petitioner [Robert Nelson] (a free
boy of color) is now held & confined in the
possession of one Alfred Jones (a free man
of color)...Alfred Jones claims the
right...by virtue of a...deed of indenture
executed by [Nelson’s] mother (Patsey
Nelson, now deceased). [Of said indenture]
your petitioner alleges Is defective...having
been executed while the orphan’s court was
In session...and never been...filed among
the records of the Orphan’s Court.



Robert Nelson’s Allegations
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- and that he has failed in all respects to
give him proper training or make

e i o proper provisions for him....
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R.D. Montague Testifies on Behalf of
Granville Williams
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Court Orders Granville Released

s July 25, 1855
= 2= (Jpon an examination of this case ... |
: 8 am satisfied that Granville Williams

IS a free man and do order him to be
discharged from custody....




Some Useful Secondary Sources to Assist
Genealogical Researchers

Hynson, Jerry M. District of Columbia Runaway and Fugitive Slave Cases, 1848-
1863. Westminister, MD: Willow Bend Books, 1999.

Provine, Dorothy S. District of Columbia Free Negro Registers, 1821-1861, 2 vol.
Westminister, MD: Heritage Books, 1996.

. Compensated Emancipation in the District of Columbia.

Petitions under the Act of April 6, 1862. \Westminister, MD: Heritage Books,

2008

Rogers, Helen Hoban. Freedom & Slavery Documents in the District of Columbia
1792-1822: Bills of Sale, Certificates of Freedom, Certificates of Slavery,
Emancipations & Manumissions, 3 vol. Baltimore: Gateway/Otterbay Press, 2007



CELEBRATION OF THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BY THE COLORED PEOPLE, IN WASHINGTON, ArriL 19, 1866, [Skercuep By F, DiELuax,)
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Thank you for attending!

If we did not get to your question,
you may submit it to inquire@nara.gov

Today’s video recording and materials
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

KNOW YOUR RECORDS
National Archives and Records Administration

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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