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The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) is the nation's record keeper. Of all the 
documents and materials created in the course of 
business conducted by the United States Federal 
government, only 1%–3% are determined permanently 
valuable. Those valuable records are preserved and are 
available to you, whether you want to see if they 
contain clues about your family’s history, need to 
prove a veteran’s military service, or are researching an 
historical topic that interests you.  
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THE KNOW YOUR RECORDS PROGRAM 
consists of free events with up-to-date information 
about our holdings. Events offer opportunities for 
you to learn about the National Archives’ records 
through ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy 
programs, and the annual genealogy fair. 
Additional resources include an online genealogy 
tutorial, reference reports for genealogical 
research, and the newsletter Researcher News. 
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Damani Davis 

 

Damani Davis, reference archivist, provides examples 
of various types of records from the “Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands” and 
explains their historical and genealogical value. 
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Damani Davis 
Reference Archivist 

National Archives 
Washington, DC 

Mr. Damani Davis is a reference archivist at the National 
Archives’ Research Services Division in Washington, DC. 
Since 2005, Damani has lectured at local, regional, and 
national genealogical conferences where he focuses on the 
African American presence in Federal records. He has 
published articles in the National Archives quarterly journal, 
Prologue, highlighting African American participation in the 
Revolutionary War, African American migration and search for 
landownership in the post-Reconstruction era, slavery, 
emancipation in Washington, DC, and early 20th century 
Federal citizenship records of blacks from the British West 
Indies. 
 
A native of Philadelphia, PA, and a veteran of the first Gulf 
War, Damani pursued his undergraduate studies at Coppin 
State University in Baltimore, MD, where he received his B.A. 
in history in 1998. He further pursued his studies at the Ohio 
State University where he received  M.A. in history in 2001. 
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The Freedmen’s Bureau Records: 
Genealogy and Historical Research  

Damani Davis 



The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned lands 

 Organizational Chart 
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Freedmen’s Bureau Field Offices (States) 

• Alabama (M1900) 
• Arkansas (M1901) 
• District of Columbia (M1902) 
• Florida (M1869) 
• Georgia (M1903) 
• Kentucky (M1904) 
• Louisiana (M1905) 
• Maryland/Delaware (M1906) 

• Mississippi* (M1914, M1907) 
• Missouri (M1908) 
• North Carolina (M1909) 
• South Carolina (M1911) 
• Tennessee (M1911) 
• Texas (M1912) 
• Virginia (M1913) 
 



Records of Assistant Commissioners 
• Alabama (M1809) 
• Arkansas (M979) 
• District of Columbia (M1055) 
• Georgia (M798) 
• Louisiana* (M1027, M1483)  
• Mississippi (M826) 
• North Carolina (M843) 
• South Carolina (M869) 
• Texas (M821) 
• Virginia (M1048) 



Types of Information Documented in 
Freedmen’s Bureau Records 

• Registers of Employees, Students, & Patients  
• Names, Residences, and Occupations of “former Slaves” 
• Names of Slaveowners 
• Marriage Records 
• Transportation Records 
• Freedmen Disputes and Complaints 
• Lists of Destitute Freedmen and their Families 
• Lists of Abandoned & Confiscated Property 
• Labor and Apprenticeship Agreements/Contracts 
• Outrages and Reports 
• Claims for Back Pay, Bounty Payments, and Pensions 





Davis Bend Register(Mississippi) 
 



Medical Register of Patients (Augusta, GA) 



Register of Indentured “Colored Orphans,” Mississippi 



Arkansas Register Employees and Employers 



Freedmen’s Bureau and Education 



Records of Superintendents of Education 

• Alabama (M810) 
• Arkansas (M980) 
• District of Columbia (M1056) 
• Georgia (M799) 
• Louisiana (M1026) 
• North Carolina (M843) 
• Tennessee (M1000) 
• Texas (M822) 
• Virginia (M1053) 



Arkansas School Register and Index 



A.M.E. Pastor Charles Bradwell  
Requests Assistance With School 



State Superintendent of Education Rejects Request 



Colored School Burned Down by Whites in Mississippi 

“Now all seems gloomy, and the 
loss of this building, which was 
the Mecca of the blacks in this 
vicinity—is one which they will 
not soon forget…” 



Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage Records 



Arkadelphia, Arkansas Marriage Registers 



Mississippi Marriage Register 





Cape Girardeau, Missouri 



Yell County, Arkansas Marriage Contracts 



Complaints and “Outrages” 



Amy and Nancy Wooden, Run Out of County in Georgia 



John & Amanda Little’s Complaint 



Edmund and Margareth Bell 



Polly Reeves Seeks Custody of Daughter, Mary 



Davis Bend Freedmen’s Court 



Mississippi Sub-
Commissioner Report 

“Many of them evince an 
anxiety to secure land. 
They wish to become 
independent Farmers ‘on 
their their own hook,’ as 
they say.”  



Arkansas Labor Contract 



Contract Labor from Augusta to Arkansas 



Contract Laborers from Augusta to Mississippi 



The First Voluntary Migration of African Americans  
 
 

“The black pioneers who left Edgefield [SC] for the unsettled swamps, piney woods, 
and uplands of Arkansas contributed to a much larger stream of African-American 
movement to the frontiers of the New South after the Civil War, the first voluntary 
mass migration of African Americans. Between 1870 and 1910, roughly one in every 
ten black southerners migrated to another state in the South…. Three quarters of 
these…migrants headed farther south and west, most to the “old Southwest” states of 
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana, and to the Mississippi Delta. 
Demographer William Vickery calculated that nearly 700,000 African Americans 
moved to these five states between 1870 and 1910. This southwestern expansion 
would have its greatest impact on Arkansas.” 
 
 Story Matkin-Rawn, from: 
 
 “The Great Negro State of the Country”; Arkansas’s Reconstruction and the Other Great Migration 
 
 



White Arkansas Man Gives Land to “Colored” Woman   
 

J.A. Davis of the county of and State aforesaid 
in consideration of the valuable service rendered 
by Pheriby Davis a colored woman of the 
county & State aforesaid do hereby give on to 
live the said Pheriby a life estate in the following 
described Tract of land to wit: The South West 
quarter of the North east quarter of section 
twenty three in Township south….containing 
Eighty acres. To have and to hold the same 
during the natural life not to be traded or sold 
by her nor any of her representatives and at 
the death of the said Pheriby the said lands to 
revert back to my heirs…. 
 7th Day of December 1866 



Register of Applicants for Transportation, July 
1865-Nov.1868 (RG 105) 

 



Berry Pillman Requests Transport to get his Three Daughters  
(Molly, Susan, & Maria) from Mississippi back to Augusta GA 



“I am desirous of bringing from Mississippi my three children, all minors who are 
now without protection and support. 
     Being twice notified of their condition and warned that I must come for them or 
they would be bound out for a term of years or set adrift in the world, I have made 
every exertion to accumulate the means to travel upon but am still unable to go 
unless you can afford me assistance. 
     My family here consists of a wife and two children who are provided for during 
my absence and if you can obtain for me transportation to Mississippi, I will be 
enabled to afford that protection and support due from a parent to his children, 
 
                                                                           Very Respectfully, 
                                                                           Berry Pillman  



Freedwoman’s Daughter was  
Sold from Georgia to Galveston, Texas 

“Nellie Carmichael Freedwoman states 
that her daughter Alice Heard was sold 
from this city before Emancipation to 
Galveston Texas where she now is in a 
destitute condition. She can be found in 
Galveston by addressing her through the 
Post Office. I would recommend that as 
her mother is in comfortable 
circumstances and able to support her 
transportation In…her to this city by the 
proper authorities in Galveston.” 



Transportation of “Freedboy” from 
from Augusta, GA to Richmond, VA 

“I have the honor to request 
transportation from this city to 
Richmond Va, for Freedboy 
Samuel Smith. This boy has 
been transported thus far from 
Augusta Ga. He desires to be 
sent to his parents. This will 
relieve the government from 
his support…. 



Transport of “Small Colored Girl” from  
South Carolina to Virginia 

“I have the honor to request that 
transportation be furnished 
from this city for one small girl 
(Colored) to Orange Court 
House Virginia. She is in this 
city in destitute circumstances. 
And no friends to assist her in 
getting to her parents. I think 
this an urgent case…. 



Transport of Old Freedwoman 
from Milledgeville, GA to Charleston, SC 

“The Bearer of this a 
freedwoman Lativa 
Clements is old & infirm & 
destitute. She has relatives 
& Children in Charleston, 
SC to whom she desires to 
go—if it is possible to give 
her transportation it will be 
an act of great kindness to a 
worthy though unfortunate 
person….” 





“This will be handed to you by a 
Freedman who is one of a party of 5 
who have been furnished with 
transportation from Atlanta to 
Augusta as you will see endorsed 
upon the enclosed com’. They are 
desirous of reaching their sons & 
daughters living near Newbern N.C. 
where they can be properly provided 
for, and to that end it is necessary 
that the Asst. Comm of South 
Carolina furnish them with 
transportation to such point en route 
to Newbern as he may have the 
power to grant and if he may deem it 
practicable to do….” 



Woman Seeks Transport From 
 Augusta, GA to Montgomery, AL to Reunite with Husband 

“Caroline Thomas has applied at this office 
for transportation from Augusta, Ga to 
Montgomery, Ala., where she states she has a 
husband who is willing and able to provide 
for her. 
     She states that she will become a burden 
upon public charity if she is not sent to her 
husband. 
     Her husband’s name is Josephus Thomas, 
and is supposed to be living with S.H. Grant 
at Montgomery, Ala., at the West Point & 
Montgomery depot. (her husband is a 
carpenter). I would respectfully recommend 
that transportation be furnished in this case if 
upon enquiry it be found that her husband is 
able and willing to provide for her….”  



Georgia Woman Request Transportation  
to Join Husband in Alabama 

“Caroline Thomas has applied at this office 
for transportation from Augusta, Ga. To 
Montgomery, Ala. Where she states she has a 
husband who is willing and able to provide 
for here. 
     She states that she will become a burden 
upon public charity is she is not sent to her 
husband. 
     Her husband’s name is Josephus Thomas, 
and is supposed to be living with S.H. Grant 
at Montgomery, Ala. At the West Point & 
Montgomery depot. (her husband is a 
carpenter. I would respectfully recommend 
that transportation be furnished in this case if 
upon inquiry it be found that her husband is 
able and willing to provide for her.”  
 
 



Freedboy in Augusta, GA, Parents Dead, Siblings in Baton Rouge, LA 

“Applies for transportation Freedboy 
Frank Williams to Baton Rouge, La 
states that his parents died here since 
Emancipation Brothers and Sisters live 
with Mr. William Sharp one mile from 
Baton Rouge. 
     Recommends that transportation be 
furnished if it is ascertained his 
relatives will provide for him.” 



 
“I have the honor to present the following statements in relation to 
the freedboy, “Frank Williams,” named in enclosed 
communication dated “Bureau R.F. and A.L. Augusta Ga. July 22nd 
1868,” and returned in accord and with directions, based in 
inquiries made of brother and sister of said boy now residing in 
this vicinity. 
     I have the honor to state, that the within named freedboy, Frank 
Williams, has one sister residing in this city employed in the 
capacity of nurse in the family of the Mayor, one brother employed 
as laborer on the plantation of one Mr. Hayes White…” 
        



“…about five miles from this city, and another brother, now 
incarcerated in the jail of this Parish under conviction of the crime 
of arson, on which he has been sentenced to the Penitentiary of 
this State (La). 
     I would further state, upon information received from the sister 
and brother aforesaid, that the parents of this freedboy, the said 
Frank Williams, are still living, that they are now residing in the 
State of South Carolina, that the father, Frank Williams, is now 
located in Charleston S.C. and the mother, Phernie Williams is in 
Orangeburg, S.C.  
     I would further state, also, that, in February, 1867, the mother 
of this boy, the said Frank Williams, then residing with her 
children on the plantation of Wm. J. Sharp, in this Parish went to 
Charleston, S.C. to rejoin her husband who had previously gone 
thither  taking this boy with her…” 
        



“…and that, about three weeks after their arrival, the said boy 
suddenly left  his parents without their knowledge and consent, 
since which time they have not been enabled to obtain any 
information of him. 
     In reference to the ability of the sister and brother of the said 
freedboy, Frank Williams, to provide means for his 
transportation, or for his maintenance or support, I have the 
honor to state, upon their own declarations to me that it would 
be utterly impracticable for them to extend the required 
assistance in either case, inasmuch as they are themselves 
employed at daily labor in the manner previously described and 
for very limited compensation.”  



South Carolina Travel Register 
7). “35 adults, 14 children from Columbia, SC to 
      Grenada, MS (49 persons). 
 
8). “Adam Pully & fifty-six others from Columbia 
      SC to Vicksburg, MS (57 Persons). 



Questions? 
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