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The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) is the nation's record keeper. Of all the
documents and materials created in the course of
business conducted by the United States Federal
government, only 1%—-3% are determined permanently
valuable. Those valuable records are preserved and are
available to you, whether you want to see If they
contain clues about your family’s history, need to
prove a veteran’s military service, or are researching an
historical topic that interests you.
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THE KNOW YOUR RECORDS PROGRAM
consists of free events with up-to-date information
about our holdings. Events offer opportunities for
you to learn about the National Archives’ records
through ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy
programs, and the annual genealogy fair.
Additional resources include an online genealogy
tutorial, reference reports for genealogical
research, and the newsletter Researcher News.
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Restoring the Brotherhood of Union:
Confederate Pardon and
Amnesty Records, 1865—1877

John P. Deeben

Archives specialist John P. Deeben provides a
brief legislative history of amnesty activity
during and after the Civil War by examining
the application process and resulting records
of presidential pardons and congressional
amnesty offered to former Confederates.
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Amnesty Records, 1865—-1877
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John P. Deeben is an archives specialist with
the Reference Section of Research Services
at the National Archives and Records
Administration in Washington, DC. John
provides Old Army and genealogy reference
assistance, orientations to research, and
frequently lectures and writes about Federal
records of genealogical interest. He holds

Oh?}_ P. De_ePen B.A. and M.A. degrees in American History
cves St from Gettysburg College (1987) and The
Washington, DC Pennsylvania State University (1990). :
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Legislative Background
Lincoln’s View of Amnesty

Act of July 31, 1861 (12 Stat. 284)

Act of July 17, 1862 (12 Stat. 589)

Both laws used in tandem with Constitutional
authority to grant pardons (Art. II, Sec. 2)



Legislative Background

Amnesty Proclamation
December 8, 1863

Offered general amnesty and restoration of property (except slaves)

Swear an oath to uphold the Constitution, the Union, and the
abolition of slavery

Certain persons excluded from general amnesty

Established the 1/10th rule for states to be readmitted to the Union

Proclamation of March 26, 1864



Legislative Background
Amnesty under Andrew Johnson

Continued Lincoln’s policy of leniency under several
presidential proclamations:

Proclamation of May 29, 1865
Proclamation of September 7, 1867
Proclamation of July 4, 1868

Proclamation of December 25, 1868



Presidential Pardons
General Information

Administrative role of Secretary of State and Attorney
General

Secretary of State:
Common pardons (not requiring special appeal to the President)
Amnesty oaths

Attorney General:

Special pardons requiring direct application to the President
(Proclamation of May 29, 1865)

Location of the records (RG 59 vs. RG 94)
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Record Group 59
General Records o1 the Department ol State
Pardon Records

“Index to Pardons Under Amnesty Proclamations, 1865-1866"
(Entry 1004)

“Pardons Under Amnesty Proclamations, 1865-1866"
(Entry 1005)

“Requisitions for Amnesty Pardons, 1865-1867"
(Entry 1006)

“Record of the Disposition of Amnesty Pardons, 1865-1867"
(Entry 1007)
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Record Group 59
General Records ol the Department ol State
Amnesty Oaths
“Index to Amnesty Oaths Under the Proclamation of May 29, 1865”

(Entry 998)

“‘Amnesty Oaths, 1864-1866"
(Entry 1001)

“Multisignature Amnesty Oaths, 1864-1866"
(Entry 1002)
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Office of Uotary Publ

Rockbridge County, Va.
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that I will hencetorth faithfully support. protce
|

[/nion of the States thereunder, and that |

laws and proelamations which have heen made

ipation of slaves, co he p we {~xod. /
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Record Group 94
Records of the Adjutant eneral’s Olfice
Records Relating to the Civil War

“Amnesty Papers, 1865 (Entry 180)
Applications for pardon
Oaths of allegiance
Supporting documents

Mioo3, Case Files of Applications from Former
Confederates for Presidential Pardons (‘Amnesty

Papers”), 1865-1867

Available digitally on Fold3.com and Ancestry.com
14
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Alderson’s Amnesty Oath — Front

P T o o T e 9P P o o T T P T T T T S Yo :
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Oath of A mnesty.

\

Lok €oo el ol ctiere , do solemnly swear, in ;

i presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect and
¢ delend the Constitution of the United States, and the union of' the States there- :
< under; and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all acts of
¢ Congress passed during the .existing rebellion with reference to slaves. so long :
4 and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by Congress or by decision of |
+ the Supreme Court; and that T will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully sup-
¢ port all proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having
: reference to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by decision .

¢ of the Supreme Court. So uere Me Gop.
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Alderson’s Amnesty Oath — Back

: J vo heveby Tertitn, Fhat on the /‘A/ : :

/S 63, at LYNCHBURG, Vﬁﬁ@lmﬂﬂ, the (ﬂat/z /ueAculzed lzg t/te
J’aeAulent of the NUUnited Slales, in his peaclamation of @ec * 8’ th, 7863, :
was duly taken, sulscelied and made of ¢ecozd ly.. / ( / {

----é-(.-.’ﬁ.;.(; ..... ¢';.-.'_-_-C-;_-;--.‘ ............ ) .--..\::}i{./.-[.s ......... 8.
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Oath of Amnesty.

{

: under; and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all acts of

¢ the Supreme Court; and that T will. in like manner. abide by and faithfully sup-

i reference to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by decision
¢ of the Supreme Court. So ueLp Mg Gop.

‘. P
LGNS o ek G hRtrtt:

e ' b
1} LAk Loo o hleA criee ___+ do solemnly swear, in |

presence of Almighty God, that T will henceforth faithfully support, protect and ;
' delend the Constitution of the United States, and the union of the States there- :

i Congress passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long !
: and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by Congress or by decision of |

¢ port all proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having
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Congressional Amnesty
General Information

Congress (Radical Republicans) desired more restrictive
conditions for amnesty

14th Amendment, July 9, 1868

Section 3—barred former public officials from holding state or
federal office
Personal application to Congress; 2/3 vote

General Amnesty Act, May 22, 1872 (17 Stat. 142)

26



congressional Amnesty

U.S. House of Representatives:
Select Committee on Reconstruction, 1867-73

U.S. Senate:
Select Committee on the Removal of Political
Disabilities, 186972

Committee on the Judiciary (both chambers)

27



Record Group 233
Records of the U.S. House ol Representatives
Amnesty Petitions

“Petitions and Memorials, Resolutions of State Legislatures, and
Related Documents Referred to Committees,” 40th—41st Congresses

(Entries 506 and 520)
Petitions submitted to the Select Committee on Reconstruction
Alphabetical by state, then numerical by petition number

“Accompanying Papers File,” 39th—44th Congresses, 1865-1877
(Entries 489, 502, 516, 530, 544, and 556)

28



Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett’s
amnesty petition, seeking removal
of political disabilities.

Accompanying Papers File,

43rd Congress, April 29, 1874 |
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Record Group 46
Records of the U.S. Senate
Amnesty Petitions

Mi546, Petitions Submitted to the U.S. Senate Requesting
the Removal of Political Disabilities of Former

Confederate Officeholders, 1869-1877 (14 rolls)

41st Congress, arranged alphabetically by state, then by surname

42nd—43rd Congresses, arranged chronologically by date of
committee referral

44th Congress, arranged alphabetically by name
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Petition of Orran C. Horne
July 11, 1870

RG 46, Select Committee on the
Removal of Political Disabilities
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Example pre-printed petition:

William J. Hudson,
Harris County, GA
February 17, 1871




Example pre-printed petition:

William Kiddoo,
Randolph County, GA
January 9, 1872

AR

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STA.TES'

THE UJVDERSIGJVED begs leave to state that he held the oﬁce of

anterior to the late war; that during said war he adhered t‘o the so-called Con-
federate States, and aided a,ml.? abetted the same; that since the gour he has
renewed his allegiance to the _Government of the United States, annd is honestly
attached ‘theret'o; wherefore hg_;prays relief from the disabilities created by the
Third Section of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States. -

This_: ,?‘ day of . W i , 1578,
/

Petitioner.

—_—

Recommended,

»&~When signed, return it addressed to Ricaarp H. Wuirery, M. C,, Washington, D. C.




Related Records

Record Group 393

Records of U.S. Army Continental Commands, 1821-1920

Provost marshals received applications for pardon and
administered loyalty oaths

Registers of applications for pardon
Lists of oath takers

Military districts, sub-districts, and individual posts
Sub-District of Appomattox (1865)
Fort Union, NM (1863-64)
Fort Smith, AR (February—May, 1865)
Post at Raleigh, NC (April-December, 1865)



Related Records

Record Group 109

War Department Collection of Confederate Records

Records relating to Southern civilians and captured
military personnel who took the oath of allegiance,
compiled by the Commissary General of Prisoners

“Register of Confederate Prisoners and Deserters Released on
Taking the Oath of Allegiance to the United States, 1863 -1865"
(Entry 204)

“Lists of Civilians Taking the Oath of Allegiance or Giving Bond,
1862-1864" (Entry 213)

37



Related Records

Record Group 109

War Department Collection of Confederate Records

Ms508, Selected Records of the War Department Relating to
Confederate Prisoners of War, 1861-1865

Johnson'’s Island, OH
Register of amnesty oaths (Entry 327)

Point Lookout, MD
Register of prisoners released after swearing allegiance (Entry 398)
Record of oaths of allegiance (Entry 399)
Register of prisoners paroled after taking the oath of allegiance (Entry 400)

Richmond, VA
Register of paroles and oaths administered (Entry 414)
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Point Lookout, Maryland

Register of Oaths of Allegiance Taken,

eSS e e January 1864 — June 1865
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Related Records

Record Group 105

Records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands (Freedmen’s Bureau)

Oaths of allegiance also collected by the Freedmen's
Bureau

Proof of loyalty to the Union required for the return of
abandoned or confiscated property

Assistant state commissioners/field offices processed
applications for the restoration of property

22



Amnesty Oath, Field Office Records, Memphis, TN
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Restoring the
Brotherhood o1 Union

Confederate Pardon and Amnesty Records,

1865-1877

Questions
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KNOW YOUR RECORDS
National Archives and Records Administration

> Z

Thank you for attending!

Today’s video recording and materials
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

KNOW YOUR RECORDS

National Archives and Records Administration

www.archives.gov/calendar/Know-Your-Records
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