
NATIONAL ARCHIVES
www.archives.gov

SOME GENERAL STATISTICS ON NATIONAL ARCHIVES HOLDINGS   
WASHINGTON, DC AND ACROSS THE U.S.:

• 93,000 MOTION PICTURE FILMS

• OVER 207,000 SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDINGS

• 5.5 MILLION MAPS, CHARTS, ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

• 18 MILLION AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

• ALMOST 35 MILLION STILL PICTURES AND RECORDS

• AS FOR PAPER DOCUMENTATION, THIS REPOSITORY GROWS AT ABOUT 1.4 
BILLION PAGES PER YEAR

• GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS INCLUDING “KNOW YOUR RECORDS” SERIES IN-
PERSON AND ON-LINE



NATIONAL ARCHIVES
WASHINGTON, DC

NATIONAL ARCHIVES CREATED BY CONGRESS IN 1934 TO BE THE 
NATIONAL REPOSITORY OF FEDERAL RECORDS

SERVICES AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING, WASHINGTON DC:

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES/FREE ACCESS ON-SITE:
• Ancestry.com
• Archives USA
• Family Search
• Fold 3
• Heritage Quest

• CENSUS RECORDS 1790-1940
• IMMIGRATION RECORDS/SHIP PASSENGER LISTS
• MEDAL OF HONOR FILES
• MILITARY AND PENSION RECORDS, LAND GRANTS, AMERICAN 

REVOLUTION THROUGH SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT COLLEGE PARK 
(ARCHIVES II)

• ARCHIVES II OPENED IN 1994 TO ACCOMMODATE GROWING NEED 
FOR ARCHIVAL STORAGE AND RESEARCHER NEEDS

• POST-1900 FEDERAL AGENCY RECORDS INCLUDING JUSTICE, 
COMMERCE, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, TRANSPORTATION, 
ETC.

• MODERN MILITARY RECORDS

• CARTOGRAPHIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SECTION ASSOCIATED WITH 
FEDERAL AGENCIES

• MOTION PICTURE ARCHIVES

• STILL PICTURE ARCHIVES
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