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The National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA) is the nation's record keeper. Of all the

documents and materials created in the course of

business conducted by the United States Federal

government, only 1%–3% are determined permanently

valuable. Those valuable records are preserved and are

available to you, whether you want to see if they

contain clues about your family’s history, need to

prove a veteran’s military service, or are researching an

historical topic that interests you.
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THE KNOW YOUR RECORDS PROGRAM

consists of free events with up-to-date information

about our holdings. Events offer opportunities for

you to learn about the National Archives’ records

through ongoing lectures, monthly genealogy

programs, and the annual genealogy fair.

Additional resources include an online genealogy

tutorial, reference reports for genealogical

research, and the newsletter Researcher News.
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Meg Hacker

Meg Hacker, Archives Director for the
National Archives at Fort Worth, highlights
online resources available relating to
American Indians. Broadcast live from Fort
Worth into the McGowan Theater in
Washington, DC and on YouTube.
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Meg has been with the National Archives at Fort Worth since 

1985. She received her B.A. in American History from Austin 

College and her M.A. in American History from Texas Christian 

University.  Texas Western Press published her thesis, Cynthia 

Ann Parker: The Life and The Legend.  She has presented to 

numerous historical and genealogical societies, archives and 

library associations, teacher in-services, and classrooms on a 

wide assortment of topics including: Chinese exclusion, 

repatriation oaths, genealogy, immigration records, Native 

American records, 19th century Fort Smith criminal cases, NASA 

records, maritime records, and basic strategies for researching at 

the National Archives.

Meg Hacker
Archives Director

National Archives

at Fort Worth
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Today’s Objectives

• Introduce the Researching American Indians and Alaska Natives 
pages

• Navigate through the possible resources and records at your 
fingertips

• Learn what you may find 

• Know how and who to contact for additional information
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Project Background

•Team of National Archives staff 
from across the country

•Multi-year project—still a work in 
progress

•Collect finding aids, articles, lists, 
etc. focused on Record Group 75

•Developed collaborative innovative 
methods to write content and 
design pages

7



Major Misconceptions

• Availability of name index for individuals or employees: 
“one stop shopping”

• Everything is digitally available online, in one location
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Let’s start at the very beginning: 
www.archives.gov 

Select Research Our Records



From Research Our Records….
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Select 

“Research 

a Specific 

Topic”



From Research by Topic
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Select Ethnic 

Heritage



From Ethnic Heritage… 

12

Select 

American 

Indian 

Heritage



http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/index.html
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…ta-da! 
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5 Main Portals

• Census Records

• Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA) Records

• School Records

• Employment Records

• Military Service Records
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Indian Census Rolls Federal Population Census

17



18



• Financial and 

Property

Allotment 

• Land Allotment
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Five Civilized Tribes: Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Creek, and Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma 

Dawes Records 
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Dawes Records: Census Cards (Enrollment Cards)
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Dawes Records: Enrollment 
and Allotment Jackets
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Baker Roll,
1924-1929
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Guion 
Miller Roll, 
1906-1911
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30

American 
Indian 
School 
Records
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American Indian School 
Records Continue
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Employment 
Records
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Employment Records Continue
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Employment 
Records 
Continue



36

Military 
Service 
Records



• Enlisted Indian Scouts

• Indian Companies

• Hired Indian Scouts

• Code Talkers
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Military Service 
Records Continued
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Military 
Service 
Records
Continued
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Military 
Records
Continued
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Military 
Records
Continued
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Military 
Records
Continued
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Military 
Records
Continued



Resource Pages 

• Selected National Archives Record Groups Related to American Indians: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/record-groups.html

• Tips for Successful Searches, Navigating Record Group 75 and Online Catalog: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips.html

• Tips and Tools for K-12 Teachers and Students: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-for-k-12.html

• Tips and Tools for Undergraduate, Graduate, and Postgraduate Researchers: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-for-students.html
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Questions & Answers 
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Meg Hacker

Archives Director

National Archives

at Fort Worth
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Thank  you for attending!
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