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During the Great Depression,
many employment and relief
opportunities were limited to
citizens of the United States.
Anyone looking for work from
the Work Projects
Administration (WPA), for
example, was required to
prove U.S. citizenship, and civil
service, old-age pensions, the
right to vote, and other
benefits and privileges were
reserved for citizens.
Additionally, many positions in
private employment were
open to Americans alone.




This requirement posed a
problem for those who had
become U.S. citizens as wives
or children of a naturalized
citizen. Most courts, if indeed
not all, recorded only the
name of the person being
naturalized—the head of
household. Although the wife
and children of foreign birth
under twenty-one years old
derived their own citizenship
from the husband or father,
their names were not
mentioned at all in the final
official record. How could
they prove their citizenship?




To assist those who needed to
document citizenship, the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) used a
WPA project to photograph
"something" of the fact of
naturalization in all of the courts.
Under this project, various courts in
Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont
made their naturalization records
available to the INS. Clerical staff then
summarized critical data on index cards
to create an index, and WPA workers
copied the naturalization records using
the dexigraph reproduction system.
The WPA started with New England,
New York, and lllinois, but World War Il
halted the project before it could get to
courts in other regions.
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The Work Projects Administration used a dexigraph camera,
shown here with operators and supervisors, to copy
naturalization records from various courts in New England,

New York, and Illlinois before World War Il halted the
project.
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Prior to 1906 naturalization proceedings were handled in a somewhat loose and
slipshod manner. The proceedings could be handled in any court. Each court had its
own methods and rules regarding naturalization procedures, no matter what federal
statutes might demand. Some were far less demanding than others. It didn’t take
early immigrants long to learn this, and they flocked to the courts that made the
naturalization rules the most lenient.


https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/images/6/63/Naturalization.jpg

What information is needed to locate a
naturalization petition?

To conduct an effective search of our records the following
information is necessary: the naturalized person's
(1) full name, including any different spellings

(2) home address and/or city/town when naturalized
(3) approximate date of naturalization.

Also useful are:

date of birth,

date of U.S. arrival,
country of origin

10



Given name or names

g&!&!‘l GEORGE
m«-dmﬂm itie and location of court
USCC BOSTON MASS

of birth o allagiance Whea bern (or age)
New Brunswick Fed. 27, 1662
Date and port of arrival 1s U. & Date of naturallzation

' Sept. 29, 1888

Names and addresses of ¥ taceses

Dexigraph collection for New York, New England and lllinois is a
soundex index: The soundex is a coded surname (last name) index
based on the way a surname sounds rather than the way it is spelled.
Surnames that sound the same, but are spelled differently, like SMITH
and SMYTH, have the same code and are filed together. The soundex
coding system was developed so that you can find a surname even
though it may have been recorded under various spellings.

11



Given name or names

WPA clerical = Josxpe

Titie and location of court

staff prepare 2 | vsco zosron_wass

| May 27 1827

Date of naturalization

and proofread e teris & 2007

index cards e o
against the
dexigraphs.

Given name or names

| JOSEPH 4.

105 Salem St. Lowell

Cortificate no. (or vol. and page) MINOR Titie and location of court

813 Vol.1885-1892 SERIES POLICE COURT LOWELL MASS.
CE'AT:’:D'? B May 23 1867
Date and port of arrival In U, 8. Date of naturalization

Soundex index for Maine, Massachusetts, New i e
Hampshire, and Vermont-all grouped on one Index M
Rhode Island-each have separate
Connecticut index’s

New York

lllinois

Ancestry.com has digitized and indexed these by name

IRELAND
Date and port of arrival 1a U. 8¢

Wames nd addresess of witnesses
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Index cards from
naturalization
proceedings are
valuable records

in their own right.
These examples of
soundex cards from
New York provide
some good
information for
genealogists
themselves
including:

Address
Occupation

Date of birth

Date of arrival
Name, address and
occupation of
witness
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Glven name or names

Date and port of arrival in U, S.

Names and addresses of witnosses

M MEPEX uoh

APPLICATION

|
= B - /S -3 FILE NO.
311 E. fockwell Street 730 -F34 &40
Arlington Heights, Illinois Lo

if‘x_ALC_OI_;'L'. Robert James

APPLICATION FORM

|

N )40(; ‘ " DATE REC'D ‘
9-2-49 rap |

|

|

DATE AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH | DATE & PLACE OF ENTRY IN U. S. A. R. NO.
i
5-31-00 Canada 4_2_2G Blaine 3292241

INDEX CARD - FORM G-237 (5-1-45)
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

M -42 4

Family name

iven name or names

____ Malegoli —:Romelo .. = ey
Address
i voaai SedewlGRESES T vl T Lo o AR £
Certificate no. (or vol. and page) Title and location of court
P. 43031 By Superior Court, Cook Co., Ill.
Country of birth or allegiance When born (or age)
_ Itely S ot BT = o 18
Date and port of arrival in U.S. Date of naturalization
Augs 30, 1923 x|, n/22/1921

Names and addresses of witnesses
Peter Magatti N g T 4 4449 N. Richmond
John Bolla 1561 N.

U. S. Department of Labor, Immigration and Naturalzation Service.

M 42 4
Family name Given e na
Malcolmson Samuel Se
Address
ake County, Ill. e -
C=190 LakeCounty County Cte
Gre. Britien | not shown
Date and port of arrival in U. S Date of naturalizatio
not shown | Apr. 18, 1896
Williem M. Reagan Lake County, Ille.
William Je. Allen _Laxe Councy, Ill.
S. Department of Labor, Immigration and Naturalization Service. Form N

Examples of soundex
cards

From Chicago The cards
themselves like those
from New York have good
information about each
individual

14
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Petition (Second or Final Papers)
Naturalization petitions were formal
applications submitted to the court
by individuals who had met the
residency requirements and who
had declared their intention to
become citizens. As with the
declarations of intention, their
information content varied
dramatically from one court to
another. Most petitions created
before 1906 offer little in terms of
personal information. After 1906,
petitions contain generally the same
information as the Declaration of
Intention. This is an example of a
dexigraph copy from the United
States District Court in Boston
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Tlnited States of Fmerica.
Massachusetts m‘ﬁtrtct, 88,

— i —

To the Honorable the Judge of the District Court of the United States, within and for
the District of Massachusetts.

- ¥ e ' v
RESPHCTF['LLY relnrcsvn%( cc €D (, ///l C’/’ (tj e

P
residing at No. ‘{ fo) e e f ‘gflﬂuv((— /)/(A—r} /04:’»

in said District, occupation E 2 e

an alien, and a free white person; that he was born in
/ 7 / on or about
/‘ in the year of our Logd
( - . Pz e >
eighteen hundred and e~ 7 and is pow about 7= A% — >« ‘,)/(/
\ p o Sley o 4
TN

o £ = /=S
years of age ; that he aréived af S DosFfe /

in the District of _2Faars .

in the United States of America, on or ahout the day of

the MKIJ{( ay nf/

) in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred

and ,‘1(74/.(*4(/&{6 L ot ECRTTRNI L 1077 (i ¢ YTV ) ) (BT 4

that it then was and &1l is, his bona fide intention to reside in and hecome a citizen

of the United States of Amerieca, and to renounce all allegiance and fide lity to every
foreign Prince, State, Potentate and Sovereignty whatsoever — more especially to

Dictoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

whose subject he has heretofore been.
And the said petitioner further represents that he made a primary declaration

of his intention to become a citizen of said United States, befpre the Honorable
") 0 g - ) 2 4 Vi
.S, Cec ecee Coiirt: & Boa JorL

:

on the f}{" day of /@17::7/:»'( A.D. 1855

And the said petitioner further represents, that he has ever since his said
arrival continued to reside within the jurisdiction of said United States. that he has
never horne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility ; that he is
ready to renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince,
Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly to  Dictoria, Queen
as aforesaid,
whose subject he has heretofore been; that he is attached to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States of America, and well disposed towards the good
order and happiness of the same.
Lnitod—trtersndsoas donorably-dischorged-therefrom— 38

Wherefore your petitioner prays, that he may be admitted to become a citizen of

the said United States of America, according to the forms of the statute in such case
» N,

made and provided. N 4
|
7 o AN ) -
z | Ay .‘\,\1’/,“4’..\\(\,3/
. ’/ Sworn to by said Petitioner, before said Court.

ATTEST: Clerk

SSUN NOLSOE. |

~T0R

&
+
o
Hi
D
]

d4l0J LI

Naturalization records can help
you find the date and port of
arrival, and the place of birth for
your ancestor. How much
information is found on them will
depend on when the
naturalization was done. This is a
typical naturalization which was
completed at the USDC in Boston-
usually two pages-the
naturalization shows:

Address

Occupation

Where born

Date of birth

Date and place of arrival in the
United States

16



Mnited Stutes of NAmerica.

Jlrlsxm-huwlh District, to wit : CITY OF BOSTON, 189

‘V}l , { /z—(z% %1// residing

L7

at No. /Z//Z? /////m v LW/ Street, /‘.f)d‘J J"%
and <—,-<§a "‘J(’(’C‘((:/;‘)//"//‘{ (,‘/éy residing
at No. ,\L}// ////i 4/ Street, )/” L\’X zq

both citizens of said United States, severally depose and say, that we have known the

foregoing Petitioner for five years last past, during which time he has resided in said

and that he has resided within the State of Massachusetts one year at least; and has
conducted himself and behaved as a man of good moral character, attached to the

principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed towards the

good order and happiness of the same.
J? /1 D B Vg
_t.)/, Y il
- / L1 el L /4(/ //(4/

(" ('///,ﬂ 189 . Sworn to by the above named Witnesses, befare said Court.
ATTEST Clerk.
3 OATH TAKEN BY PETITIONER.
/ o
I / % (4/( //1 acr) ';f.‘-"
5 (4 do solemnly swear

that [“do absolute ly and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to
every foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatsoever — particularly to

Dictoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

whose subject T have heretofore been; and that I will support the Constitution of
the United States of America, —so help me God.

Anited States of NAmerica.

District of Massachusetts, to wit

Xl a Dhnlu Lou;t of the United States, holden at said Boston on the
{ »r!((/ -~ day of K/\( {«" i in the year

. & / 7
of our Lord l‘«’i(/, the said // 1l ~ ¥ (’, wtrltae. g having
produced the evidence required by law, took the aforesaid oath and was admitted to
become a citizen of the United States of America; and the Court ordered that record

thereof be made accordingly.
ATTEST :

Clerk.

=
=3
=
=
<

JORISIT ST

%

P

This is the second page of James
Mackenzie's naturalization which
shows two witnesses who would
speak for his moral character,
knew that he had resided in the
state for at least one year and
that he was attached to the
principles of the constitution-
these would vary from court to
court-often, the witnesses were
co-worker, friends or family
members which can also give
genealogists other clues for
research.
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If a Declaration of
Intention was taken out
this will also be listed on
the petition-James
Mackenzie’s lists US
Circuit Court in Boston
on October fifth, 1895-If
the Declaration was
taken out in a Federal
Court NARA will hold
copies-If it was taken out
in a state court-the
researcher will have to
contact the State
Archives for a copy.

il nnd provided.

4 o _\ b ’\,\ ;1 #
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of the United States of America, and to renounce all allegiance and fidelity to every
foreign Prince, State, Potentate and Sovereignty whatsoever — more especially to

Dictoria, Queen of the United Kingdom o sat Britain and Ireland,

phose subject he has heretofore been.

And the said petitioner further represents that he made a primary declaration

of his mhnhon to bemnw a citizen of said United States, befpre the Honorahle
SJ Cex ecee - Court, d/ /Soa )/z:v,\

on the f"ﬁ day of /é’/ ;€. A D 18s

And the said petitioner further represents, that he has ever since his said

arrival continued to reside within the jurisdiction of said United States. that he has

«Lorne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility :_thet e is

ready to renot and abjure all allegiance and fidelity Ty foreign Prince,
Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly to  Dictoria, Queen
as aforesaid,

whose subject he has heretofore heen ; thut he is attached to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States of America, and well disposed towards the good
order and happiness of the same.

Aa ; .
MMMWJWWMWM——\ —_—

Wherefore your petitioner prays, that he may be admitted to become a citizen of

the said United States of America, accordmg to the forms of the statute in such case

’I{/

>

3¢ 7 Sworn to by said Petitioner, before said Court.

,

ATTEST: ' Clerk.
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Declarations of Intention (or First Papers)
Normally the first papers were completed
soon after arrival in the U.S., depending on
the laws in effect at the time. Certain
groups, such as women and children, were
exempt in early years. After 1862, those
who were honorably discharged from U.S.
military service were excused from this
first step.

Until 1906, the content of forms for
declaration of intention varied
dramatically from one county to another
and from one court to another. A large
percentage of the first papers created
before 1906 contain very little biographical
information. This is the Declaration of
Intention for James Mackenzie from the
USCC Boston-Declarations taken out in
Federal Courts would usually contain:

Occupation

Place and date of birth

Where and when immigrant arrived in the
United States-the information varied in
state courts
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Declaration of
Intention for
William Edmonds
from the Albany,
New York City Court
from 1832-this
declaration gives
Edmond’s birth
place, age, nation of
allegiance, where
immigrated and
“intended
settlement”
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Declaration
of Intention
from the
Court of
Common
Pleas in
Cuyahoga
County Ohio

/

/S

Common Pleas—Certificate of Declaration.

The Stite of GBlgmg | |

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, §8 BG 1t Remembeled T a/ o/ the.... ... N duy oy /
1Y, A L. 185(4...L4 ./« o At L
an C ///uw/ and CHative (/ / LY L2240 X ‘/ / Z /\ & /mamrz// 57 /'mm’// / /azz me
7 9, /
Y & 72 / / X/ // 1. %/&// / // 4 %{m‘(// Common’ }?/ma, o/ and 077 said

(/fmﬂé/u 117/(/ DECLARED on fvs d0 b m// (/a/ e / vl avieved ¢/ the United (///a/m /// the
month, o / ........................... / 7). A G 18.¢C

a-wr(/ //lll (/ ;r'l #ts BONA 7FIDE intention Lo /wcome A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES, and {to
wenounce / wever all ((//(’/!(///(’5 and / 7 /1// lo any (g;wn 1w Wtiince, Dbtontate, @ State \//fmeyizi/
m/a/dm, and /mzmuéz// bo_ AL LALA M s T
Ll // U //( j ’/lny / .............................. // L2 / Z //” ' .and sulscred his

name o sard @ﬂ/ﬂml/m w/w/ wemaind 07 / le // he n// ce (/ //f f/r// z/ said /ﬂmz/

31‘ @fﬁtlmﬂnﬁ m‘gfﬁﬂf @ / /c(ftl///ﬂ sel my pand o /%cm//

and /1/% 7 l/ e/ r/m/ ﬂ/ sand %{/(Z/ at //r %7 // g/?wfma/
/&4,, day 0/ ok 0/{ @

/(5)5(, ? )
4 7 ¢ k { 4 4 / ) 4
A A2, 70 AFrtbaide ... Uerks
e 7"/::‘:"';:,1 seruces ST,
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

BrisToL, ss.

To the Honorable the Fustice uf the Third District Court of Bristol, holden at New
Bedford, within and Sor the County of Bristol :

RESPECTFULLY represents g/ A/ QZ—;,/ by occupation a

(‘;5.,‘ anos Blveand=
W,,é,g,‘ an alien and free \\dnte person,’now residing at No. P A

/7044(/(. Street, in/ ; Zo—m —  in said County,

that he was born at %,/za,,_, w/nlh« Cormtsmal C/y e Skl 57, in
/.j-l a2 - . onor about the ‘»—a/%— da ay of Z’ZM A

A. D. 18“7 being now about %«4% ‘147¢ «—— years of age; that he emigrated from

azr? &

and arrived at M o€. - in the United States of America, on or about the

MZ day of &////m% A. D. l\ﬁ 5 that it then was and still is his

bona fide intention to bec

ne a citizen of the United States of America, and to renounce all

allegiance and fidelity to every Foreign Prince, Pote lHllL \lm md \n\uurnt\ \\h isoever,

especially and in particular to VHERORFA—Qwe

Iakinagl 2 C’M/N%MZ"Z,( /

l‘ T xnd

whose subject he has herctofore been: that he intends to summon as witnesses at his final

uqdm « at No. 2.4 %m%%" Stréet, in said

New Bedford,, Y2 il
/// —r O A (’7/ / a
“and Aca XO2 444»\— residing at No. o
ok

Street, in said New Bedford.

N LEZ F I A IS

‘sseyy fpdogpag Mmay

oA

<l

J?)/\

-—
968/ 588/

P

PJ!L{‘L

st

44009 o143l

}O

o435 1+ d

Gy
c
<
3
-+
<

L68/

Example of a non-Federal
court record-this is from the
Third District Court of Bristol
County in New Bedford for
Charles Lomboy who was a
free black living in Fair Haven,
Massachusetts and was
employed as a mariner. This
naturalization is three pages
long
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Brisror, ss.

n //1‘(_[///7 District Court of Bristkfholden at New Bedford, within sard County,
on the ///Z day of A D. /\z/? :

WE : m the Quunl\ of

Ihlw»u«w{/"ﬂ“‘“‘l("‘f‘()u.f_cﬂ@:ym“ //LM

in the County of Bristol , and both citizens of the United States of
America, severally depose and say that we are the persons mentioned in the foregoing petition,

and that we have known at o, —=  the foregoing petitioner, for
five vears last past, during which time he has resided in said W?‘J{ P ad

that he has resided within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts one year at least, and has con-

ducted himself and hehaved as 2 man Rcharacter, attached to the principles of

1 ]uumxl( wards the good

the Constitution of the United States-or order and

happiness of the same.
'
OZW . %#d&s)
Brisror, ss. New Bedford, Yl t:? 159
Swaorn to this day, before me "\ / ; /

Attest : 7 Sustice of the Peace.

OATH TAKEN BY PETIT

I, %MW& N

entirely renounce and abjure all

ONER.

, do solemnly swear that I do absolutely and

allegiance and fidelity to every Fore

1 Prince, Potentate,

<z%ZLzzhau;f7g;

State or .\‘u\cruiﬂnl\ whatsoeve
G ;

particularly to

Km bject ] wave heretofore been ;

States of America.

and that [ will support the Constitution of the United

)
i
//[(1 /L i ['Z‘

So help me God.

COMMONW

Bristow, ss.

. e ol N . v /3 ) 1 v
Ata \’;f.\n-m of the Third District Courq ¢t Bristol, holden at said New Bedtord, on the
: -
A /If;{,_ day of 7 A. D. 189 7/, the said
harly L by L the xid
\ U W/M 7 having produced the evidence required by
ljw, took the atoresde oath and was admitted to )

and the Court ordered that record thereol” be made ggmnn glg.

\ttest

become a citizen of the United States of

America,

‘ paogpag maN

‘sse|]

/oM

968/-588/

VIRl IR ( (R e S i

40 ‘JI‘IOD

1°1si+g

And the said petitioner further represents that he made a orimary declaration of his inten-

SRR i e 5

tion to become a citizen of said United States, before the

America;
that he is ready

Potentate, State

UHHLW

day of

that he has never borne

to renounce

and Sovereignty wl .1I~u\|1 and pi n\un]‘.xl\

————

any hereditary title,
and abjure all allegiange and fidelity to every luru;’n l’llnu.

-

nor been of any orders of

or the clerk thereof, on the M
A//péﬂ,éﬂ e ADI T8 L""
He also represents that ever Since his arrivi al at said Ml‘

he has continued to reside within the jurisdiction of the Unyg

:d States of
1e nobility ;

L% 1
mrrteel

Kngdam ol G

Reitain and-beek

Tresy ot brrel

ot~ ey /@w@

whose subject he

of the United States of 4\m\1\

the same.

has here [\}‘1/]

hm he 1\ att .uhc

WHEREFORI your petitioner prays that he may

United States of

vided.

America,

:)

a, and *well dis nnu] tovllrds the good order and happiness of

e

admitted to become

el T

the principles of the Constitution

a citizen of the

according to the form of lln statutes in such case made and pro-

) //{ wt Zéb ;Z;(/?/t/l//ﬂ

‘pdospag MmN
4_.”103 13?“1-9'-0 PJ!L{

‘SS®e
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Pre -1907 -- CT

. B s
/ : ' 7 = .
Tiool o Lo Sl cleaman, 1 YT, cr
!

X Present, Hen. Eoostel B faldean, Juilgre. '
The following-named Rgraon;,,cach_ for himself, on the day ond date set against his nune, appeared nopen Conrt and applied 1o be wimitted to beeome a citizen of the nited States.
And ench for himeelf, then exhibited to sid Court a cextificate of the decluration of mtentions wade by him before the authority, and at the time hereinafler sct against his name, as on
| file, and required us the first condition according te the fivst seetion ol e Ack of Conge enlitha ©An Aot to establish o uniform Rule of Naturalisation, aud to repeal the Acts heve-
i toforc possed on that subject,” approved 1dth off April, 1802, Aol i nppeaving o the satishetion of the Cowrd ok snid applieant has resided wilthin the United Stakes five yoara wh Lot
& lost past, and in the State of Commectiout one year ab least, lnst poat, anl that during sadd five years lie bas behaved as o oman of good moral character, attached to the principles of the
i Constitution of the United Stateys, and well disposed to the good omler and bappiness of the swue.  And the said applicnnt having declared on outh that he woull support the Constitution
of the United States, and that he did absolutely and entirely renonnee all allegance anid fidebivy 1o any Foreign Prince, Potentate, wrui Boverelznty whatever, and particulaly to the

i Prince, Potentate, State, Sovercignty, and Government set aminst hie name, of which he was before o subject. 11 wns, therefore, considered by the Court that the said applicant be, and he
# was accordmgly admitted to become i

A CITIZEN OF TIHRE UNITHED STATES.

Mz, | Huscbent wf | fizeil, Farawr sulgeet of the fiensenment qf
A E -'/| -
(}ﬁmw o Py o o{»et Dhimedase e
l'j -
i ) %
........... g
b et 3 : # i !
A f D o Letia, RATS S ET-1.) -’{]ﬂ_qoc_,u.w éwdt ol Lol fond %M»&a -E:"Mc,ﬂ.r_-y. .
i ; i " y o " L {
g\bivw ,lls\{'.\wxon / jg::r\.m-_'f.\la »f}"j NNV fETg. Oetobe, ) 4.2 e,
; i i ! ,
N | h . W ’ 4o . . p
¢ / Mool Sl euea 2o HC\.‘,({WQ{ :‘f:;h.’ L ien an ’.-’WMQI/JI-
it . ; o
;-,-_.WLW? HNelloman. x‘f’_‘b-.;w.-\)'v{ e{ Ha. g, elolen 7y 1376

e ; e s
‘jl-c'_'?..sl St Gt Ao,

E':} el l“LL- )f':'g\ Culj\rv',_ S

el Dot G120
] H
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met Lmut,u»{ the - llmtrd States)

hoe  Sauntheirn District " T1linois. ) "
o ,
/ CA 0t/ Term, A. D. 192

e HONORABL} ]/( / /G € 5 ' ¥ s> Count :
///1////(/ /{A/[f;vn/

PETITIONER,

YOUR

it h#s been bona

ftlnitul(,: atgs _of Smerien, | Py
State and Seuthern District of llinois. : / A
E : ////,//// ///%//;//r/u

z duly sworn,

"A/‘(}?} > > > > Z /,v/,

///,; //////
i

C da
Wnited States };f Smerien, |
State nd%{iﬂn stri atof Tilinois. ) // po /z
T
@ //( 2o A //,,// lee ///1// 2

»f the f TI6: having Y dey

that they have been personally acquainted witl /7//////// /// T ezerer

y A.D. 18y A
I 72 2 A toien
. 74
o

OATH OF NATURALIZATION.

United State: 1/0* A mericn, | _

State and : District of Ilinois. ) ,
I ////////// /(/////////// iy ERCI
Almighty God, that I will support the Constitution of the United State ly and entirely

‘e all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince, P

ind moyxe particularly the allegiance and fidelity Jin anywise o /
A < = a4 Z

7 jé/((’/ / S //(/:' -t /‘/,4 Ze //(r (\lum-.-y‘ I was heretofore a citizen or subject.

oL e o Cae, iHie) ” v oz .
7 . = 7
/ﬂ./, X =5 5 = oz L

i.D. 18¢

ok
‘/, ;/’ /’/// (.«

ey tate or Sover whate r,
r/’//«f( ///”,.

Example of pre-
1906
naturalization
from the Circuit
Court of
Northern
lllinois-this is a
good example
of how
information
prior to 1906
varied from
court to court
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A
Distriet Conrt of the United States, ) >
FOR THE r // 4 AL (,'V—?E)‘/'////r 7(05)&—/
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OH!O.

I the watter of the pplication of A . o0 A

Toihecome a'Cilizen of theUmited:States,= 72 - & Poe mibg e 10 sl ve i mel i

that £ o a cdven (//,//ﬂ’ Yhnited wrz//-/ - that Ko ot well .Q/V!(ﬂ/r}//ff/ willh, the

atove named. ... (LA L ///4 2 / Lo : //z/?z/g fe thas

reaidon wathon: the Lomeds and ando the: ; /?/2/4(/)7/(?12/ 5/ e alllltfh c%mtt‘S /Z;/'r”‘

5 7 7
7. Ve ~ DY 3 7
//4'/1/ years s //(/J/. ano /cr/a one’  year’ tast> /{(Z.I/Q wathon the Hate
V4 V4

z/(/m and that itng he same //f(‘/ﬂ/ fo Has tetaved //)/m//“ru @ marn

7 4 P Z 4 s % Vi A Z 3
//~ //ﬂar////ﬂ,/z/ character, allached to //{/'//("/’/;/'/////u/ (/ the CGonstotution (/ he

Vnded p/”’/(z//v/. and well (/r-)//pm/ lo the /fc// cider and /M% z(}/('/ ﬁ/ the same:

Dist. Court U. 8., N. Dist. of Ohio. |

United States
District Court
for the Northern
District of Ohio-
again showing
the variance in
information
from court to
court.
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"Any woman who is now or may
hereafter be married to a citizen of the
United States, and who might herself be
lawfully naturalized shall be deemed a
citizen.”

Section 2 of the Naturalization Act of February 10, 1855
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Naturalization-Women

In general before 1922 women did not naturalize.

When women were granted the right to vote, they began to
naturalize under their own names.

Prior to 1922 women would simply derive their citizenship
from either their father or husband. Very few women

naturalized under their own name prior to 1922.
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Barbara M. Baier applied for citizenship in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia on January 29, 1892. The clerk had to alter the text to "a woman of good moral

character." (NARA, Records of District Courts of the United States, RG 21)

Be it remembered, T on sk 257 dy o resary 8¢z,
////}. Fa ,,4’,—;‘:—,»‘4. 7// .’ v -!/5262-{..(/L. |/ -

w nalee / I-/z:’{f..'—,w Eitan - ‘7‘/‘4"’ s _'j_)mw,
ves, and Sotays lo b adimiliad to bocvone a CXVZEN of the Ubnitid Tlntes,: amid ok Ghctesfiom gfiffonts, & dhe

arlorclecn 9//10 %ﬂw{; W’J‘ ‘U/M vl da cs{.b ST '7:“4‘? < 4/444“4-:4/

L éﬂ/'";-:_c féff. (4‘-/(. ",r) 4//)/.{ @T‘.!/— el alic /_:.\ PR e
u;.-&.:n y/o(q- //JLCét(: JZ@{Q e e e

” y
/s O o R e

onll Kas tesidod em- the Unitond Sbates mote thian yants fiosias & ke sis offfilintin b veae
o Kitiom, deliaving as a'miwm 57 gecd el chatoctes, /attockd &6 e piencjiles of the Comsiitutin o/ the
Woniid T and weld W & the gecdd ciitid and’ d‘o//r)vtu 7 e arme, and the said ficlitiimel fcte
P .ﬂ’n{m:y, a/‘sa /ﬁv’émn (d//, MJ& wet? ayf/&.d Hhw @:Mrfm&w 7/ e '?t-(mfn/ L‘r/}MJ, anid thatele
aln /i}//{,y and nmw& tewcances and ‘ﬁ"*" all ﬂ/ém‘tm anid /n/a@ &r!ﬂn vy /4:7» Jner, filenlale, sate,

“ & ""‘}‘7”5’ WM, dm//‘ﬂw b the é‘zc :/.é(-'« 3 ?/ Ele vz a_cy .
3 / o v 4 (um//,f& My Methortec loom o -‘%‘f

Ju/é%MWd‘dWé,nﬂ/Ma,w/ﬂh/éérwta%n/(&
Umitad Slirtes. 7 % AP ;’/;/‘,)_;;? s ~ |

Naturalization Petition for Barbara Baier, 1892 29



United States of Elmerica. Naturalization record for
e i S Mary Medley from the
United States District Court
L e o e e in Boston. Ms. Medley was
B (o . naturalizing under her own
.. name because her
husband had died before
naturalization process.

Z While unusual to see a
e s e el women's hame on a
- petition before the year
1922, some women did
naturalize if their husband
had died before completing
the naturalization process

f or if they were single.
: A.uuq - Glerk 30
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BRI ALY ORIGINAL
(01d 2234)
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 1 ST be retained as court
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
2228

(EDITION OF 9-15-41)
APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE
ACT OF JUNE 25, 1936, AS AMENDED, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH

To the Honorable, the ... dunatices, Metrdet Court of .United States at Boston,Mags .
This application, hereby made and filed, respectfully shows:
(1) My full, true, and correct name is ... Catherine .Teresa Hogen - mee Glemnom. ... .

088N
(Full, true name, without abbrevintion, and any other name which ha. n w must appear here)
(2) My present place of residence is 46 Avon Road hﬂ.u..i.’ "i\oi? n&‘“‘&‘:‘...t'

- ¢ (Number and street) (City or town) (Counly) "(Su;i
(3) My occupation is ... Hougewife S
(4) Tam .54 ___yearsold. (5) Iwasbornon. June 5 1888 in Boston, Massachusetts

(Month)  (Day)  (Year) {City or town)

— % U700 )
(County, district, province, or state) (Country)
(6) My personal description is as follows: Sex .. female . color ... White _ , complexior. . madinm
color of eyes .. BXOY , color of hair ... &y , height B __ feet __B_% inches, weight 488 __ pounds;
visible distinctive marks none -
D) Tamh o married; the name of my husband is James Joseph Hogan ; we were married
on October. 6_....1907 at ... Boston, Massachusetts USA ; he was born
(Month) (Day) (Year) (City or town) (State) ég»unlry)

b County Cork, . Ireland on September 15 18 ; and now resides

(City or town) (County, district, province, or state) (Country) (Month) (Day) (Year)

at..46 Avon Road, Wellesley, Mass USA

(Number and street) (City or town) (State) (Country)

(8) I lost, or believe that I lost, United States citizenship solely by reason of my marriage on ... October 6, 1907
(Month) (Day)  (Year)

(R Jemes Joseph Hogan. . ... ... . then an alien, a citizen or subject of ... Great Britain L
and my marital status with such person was ._.RO% . terminated on OO XXX X B E XXX X KR LXK -

by
purisvuevesues s betun v vl ed
(9) I have resided conti ly in the United States since the date of my marriage shown in paragraph 8 hereof,

to wit, since .. Qctober 6. b 1 o SIS
(Month) (Day) (Year)

(10) I hereby apply to take the oath of renunciation and allegiance as prescribed in Section 885 (b) of the Nationality
Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 1157) to become repatriated and obtain the rights of a citizen of the United States.
d—bﬁbn,u ¢ ‘L{\W Acsa

(Full, true, and correct si of wi t
Subscribed and sworn to before me by the above-named applicant, in the office of the clerk of said court at _Boston
__Magsachusetts (nis _ 22nd . day of May Anno Domini 19 48
J ame sl. Allen

Mass, Dist.

d] 3 b.éz.rﬁj Clerk,
s In the —...o., U. 8. District o
Rpaben ! 3 o:_ Massachusetts at Poston o

Upon consideration of the foregoing, it is hereby ORDERED and DECREED that the above application be granted; that
the applicant named therein be repatriated as a citizen of the United States, upon taking the oath of renunciation and
allegiance to the United States; and that the clerk of this court enter these proceedings of record.

udge.
OATH OF RENUNCIATION AND ALLEGIANC >

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign

prince, potentate, state or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I wilY support

and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I

will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or

purpose of evasion: SO HELP ME GOD. In acknowledgment }hereof I have hereunto affixed my signature.
(74

Gan

¥ (Full, lrm.-. “and carrect -lg.nutur“: 5?_;;p|lc.lnt. wl{houtﬂﬂbmlntlon)

The foregoing oath was administered to the petitioner in open court this l4th . day of June ................. Pk {* Frderd®

When women were
granted the right to
petition for citizenship
under their own name
in 1922, women who
were married to an
alien had to petition
for citizenship-even if
they were native
born. This is a
repatriation
naturalization for
Catherine Hogan who
was married to her
husband James
Hogan in 1907-she
was Petitioning the
court for citizenship in
1943.
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12 to Iinswho had lived in th
United States 5 years before their 23rd birthday could
file both their declarations and petitions at the same

time.




r..,ﬂ...['! : “Given name or names

T ——

.P.ir!.—.——";' Bol : _ tle d location of court

antry of birth o allegiance &.ME%
GEEMJMIaUT ' | == Date of naturalization.

Nov 2 1876
Names and addresses of witnesses

Card for Timothy Sullivan-for researchers to find the correct
dexigraph (naturalization) they are looking for-they need to
know the volume and page number of the record-this can only
be obtained via this index. 33




Alnited States of Amevicn. 7| :
Bea: 0 | Family search.org has

Lo recently finished digitizing
the National Archives at
Boston’s
Dexigraph collection. This
material is now free and
available to all researchers.
Family Search is currently
working on an index-so that
researchers can simply
4 e 1 Sty crcy i Tre, search for these records via a
S s b persons name. Researchers
== still have to request an index
::fi:;l;':;‘.'r‘""w 2 EIeT : e search from us or they can

«f the mid United States of America

s S search the index via
// /c_l.x\/ / 'l(‘“//’ X/(/l‘(/((

GanilsCollss o ancestry.com until this is
| completed 34
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@ Q %" https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list#page=1&region=UNITED_STATES - % 43 | XK ;_) Bing 2 - ‘T
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
. Favorites | ¥ All Published Record CollectionsfFa...‘ ‘?Q?‘ = E] ~ = [‘.é_] ¥ Page v Safety v Tools~ -Z@Bv ”
1861-1865 A
@ Nevada, County Birth and Death Records, 1871-1992 Browse 10 Jul 2012
Images
B Nevada, County Marriages, 1862-1993 Browse 20 Jun 2012
Images
Nevada, Marriage Index, 1956-2005 5,069,680 07 Mar 2012
@ New England, Passenger and Crew Lists, 1918-1954 Browse 27 Sep 2012
Images
B New England, Petitions for Naturalization, 1787-1931 Browse 10 Jul 2013
Images
=1
3 New Hampshire, Birth Records, Early to 1900 480,354 28 Feb 2013
New Hampshire, Births and Christenings, 1714-1904 401,037 22 Mar 2012
I3 New Hampshire, Cheshire County, Probate Estate Files, Browse 17 Jun 2013
1886-1900 Images
B New Hampshire, County Naturalization Records, 1771- Browse 15 Aug 2012
2001 Images
3 New Hampshire, County Probate Estate Files, 1769- Browse 19 Nov 2012
1936 Images
B New Hampshire, County Probate Records, 1660-1973 Browse 19 Nov 2012
Images
3 New Hampshire, Death Records, 1654-1947 581,056 14 Oct 2012 i
] ) - _ B & Internet | Protected Mode: Off v ®125% - p
- = s | e ] ‘ = | 2 | - ) 11:36 AM

The collection can be located on FamilySearch under New England, Petitions
for naturalizations. The year range which family search has given the collection
is incorrect-all of the records are for the years 1790-1906. You can find this link
under United States collections.

35



d Volunteer ~ GetHelp v Church Websites v

\ FamilySearch Family Tree  Photos Search Sign In

RECORDS GENEALOGIES CATALOG BOOKS WIKI

New England, Petitions for Naturalization, 1787-1931

Description

This collection consists of naturalization documents filed in the National Archives Northeast Region which includes: Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont, NARA ARC Identifier 4752894. This collection is being published as
images become available.

Learn more »
View Images in this Collection
Browse through 792,393 images

Source Information
"New England, Petitions for Naturalization, 1787-1931." Images. FamilySearch. https://familysearch.org : accessed 2013.

Because you cannot yet search by name within this collection-
Researchers have to browse thru to find the naturalizations which
they are looking for. As of this program-not all of the images have
been uploaded-Vermont has not yet been uploaded and the Rhode
Island, Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts are still in the
process of being uploaded.
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& 2 o Given name or names
f;;:_m"“' . o
%ﬂl- and page) ;AL | Title and location of court

élbzi USCC BOSTON MASS
ntry of birth or allegiance When born (or age)

Ireland | July 12 1850
Date and port of arrival In U, 8. ‘ Date of naturalization

Names and addresses of witnesses

Index card for William C. Bowles of Lowell Massachusetts who was naturalized at the
United States Circuit Court in Boston, Massachusetts-Volume 115-Page 7-Now the
researcher will have to find the USCC Boston-Volume 115-Pg 7
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Petitions and naturalizations 1877 vol 109
Petitions and naturalizations 1877 vol 110
Petitions and naturalizations 1877 vol 111
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Petiti i oS T8 78 VOl 112

jizations 1878 vol 116
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Researchers must then located the court which they need and scroll thru until the
volume and page which they need is located. Until the name index is completed by
family search-researchers need to know the volume and page number to locate the

correct naturalization record.
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Wnited States of America.

T'o the Honorable the Judges of the Circuit Court of the United States,
begun and holden at Boston, within and for the District of Massachusells.

3
Respegtfully represents %Md/t«/ g %ﬁp@

of otwcll in said District, occupation, W
WUV

an Alien nn(l a free w Itc%l son 3 that he was born in /%

/// 1/1/\/'Mﬂ////rr//1,rtu/y %V% 277
(il ecov N 954 \_(//

the 7 day of m the year ofoul Lord fighteen

hundred and 7%“ d is now about 4 __1474[ years of
age; that he arrived ¢ M in the Hfistrict of
%@ 7

@W/& dn) of in the year of our Lor§ eighteen
hundiéd and le. being then a minor under the age of eighfpen years;

that it then was, aifd still is, his bona fide intention to reside in and becor‘ e a citizen

in the United States of America, on orfhbout the
r

of the United States of America, and to renounce all allegiance and fidelfy to every
forcign Prince, State, Potentate and Sovereignty whatsoever —more

pecially to
Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelanffl,

whose subject he has herctofore been.  _Sdaf swhich-cps r—the
: ¥ty d

And the said petitioner further represents that he has ever sinc|

continued
to reside within the jurisdiction of said United States ; that he has fever borne
any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility ; that he s ready to
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince} Potentate,
State or Sovercignty whatsoever ; and particularly to Victoria, Qufen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

whose subject he has herctofore been ; that he is attached to the principfes of the
Constitution of the United States of America, and well disposed towardsjthe good
order and happiness of the same,

And_the said pelili fuzther zepresepls thal Lo culisted Svevtmmditmiosal
Pdididadd & ’ ' v 214 i rl—m

‘Wherefore, your petitioner prays that he may be admitted to be§ome a
citizen of the said United States of America, according to the forms of the Stgtutes

Wp‘ Zotl.a

.
~ //; 1876, Sworn to by said Petitioner,

in such case made and provided.

Before me, 4'4 /oy
/} /1;-— C(L Ly

Clerk.

l(‘-_”

[‘[ ‘3 SSO uoisog[

)

Researcher will
find the Court
and Volume and
page numbers
on the side of
each dexigraph-
this is the
information
which
researchers will
be looking for
once the court
has been
located.
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Joseph Keefe, Archives Specialist
Early Naturalization Records

Email: boston.archives@nara.gov

Phone: 1-866-406-2379
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Thank you for attending!

Today’s video recording and materials
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

KNOW YOUR RECORDS

National Archives and Records Administration

www.archives.gov/calendar/Know-Your-Records
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