
Jean Nudd 

 

Broadcast from her home in New Hampshire, 

archivist Jean Nudd, shows how to link 

parents and children when pre-1850 birth 

records are not available.  
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Jean Nudd 
Archivist 

National Archives 

Jean Nudd is an archivist with the National 

Archives at College Park, MD in Research 

Services and works from home in New 

Hampshire. She is an avid genealogist and 

lectures frequently on using federal records 

and doing genealogy. She has given pre-

sentations to the Federation of Genealogical 

Societies in Boston, New England Regional 

Genealogical Conferences, and the Ohio 

Genealogical Society’s annual conference, 

among many others. 
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Methodology 

1. Collateral Lines – find your ancestors 

siblings 

• Check 1850 and later census for the place where 

your ancestor lived, note other families with the 

same surname 

• Check ages of household members for possible 

parents along with places of birth 

• Check post-1850 census to see if elderly parents 

are in the household with siblings 

• Look at published genealogies, town histories, 

newspapers, church records, etc., to find records to 

confirm sibling relationships 
 

Page 3 of 83 



Methodology, cont. 

2.  Find Your Ancestor’s Parents 

* Using Ancestry or other census websites, search for 

the surname of interest in the state where your 

ancestor was born.  Check census depending on 

year of birth of your ancestor. 

• Check each family and match the ages with the 

siblings you’ve found 

• Check previous and future years to locate the family 

and check children’s ages 

Page 4 of 83 



Methodology, cont. 

3. Use other sources to confirm findings 

 Use www.familysearch.org to find microfilmed 

records from the area where they lived to confirm 

findings 

 

 Check on-line sources such as USGenWeb, local 

historical societies, or a local library where your 

ancestors lived 
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Useful Sites to look for 

“Cousins” 
• www.rootsweb.com – chats, research 

templates by surname and location 

• www.Familysearch.org – the Mormon’s 

website has lots of useful information on 

finding collateral lines 

• www.ancestry.com has family trees from 

around the world 

• I found the following cousin on rootsweb 
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Methodology, cont. 
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Methodology, cont. 
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1790 Newfane VT Census 
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Conclusions 

• Try to find siblings using 1850 census 
forward; who else in the area has the 
same surname 

• Check out death records, birth records, 
marriages, probate and tax records, and 
obituaries to find siblings and confirmation 
of parents and relationships 

• Using a combination of federal and local 
records, you have a chance of busting 
through your brickwall! 
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Jean.Nudd@nara.gov 

Questions? 

Jean Nudd 
Archivist 

National Archives 
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