
Tagging for Access

This week, we're talking tags! When the National Archives first introduced the
concept of the “citizen archivist,” our goal was to embrace the principles of
Open Government while creating an online experience that connects the public
to the mission of the National Archives. We recognize that what researchers
learn from the records is valuable, we want to create ways to capture and
harness that knowledge and information.  

To encourage contributions from the public, we implemented tagging in the
National Archives Catalog in 2011 as a way for users to apply meaningful
keywords or labels to records and make content more discoverable online.
Tagging is designed to be open to all users; as tags are added to items and
descriptions in the Catalog, users can more quickly and easily find, and re-find,
the information they seek.

https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2010/04/12/cultivating-citizen-archivists/


Here's a sampling of some of the tags added to descriptions by catalog users in recent weeks.

As more records are digitized every day, more items are being added to the
online Catalog. We are currently adding hundreds of thousands of digital
objects to the Catalog each week! With all of that information available online,
tagging is just one of the ways we can help Catalog users locate records at the
National Archives. Tagging can even help researchers establish relationships
between records that are not immediately obvious. The best tags add new
keywords or concepts not already found in the title or description.   

Looking at some examples of the various ways Catalog users leverage tags
can be helpful to understand the purpose and philosophy behind tagging. 

In the example below, details from the image are tagged: Singer Sewing
Machine and smile. These keywords are not found anywhere in the description,
but now they will appear when searched for.  Additionally, manufacturing is

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=%22singer%20sewing%20machine%22&SearchType=advanced
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&filter=(tagsExact:%22smile%22%20or%20objectTagsExact:%22smile%22)
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=manufacturing&SearchType=advanced


clearly illustrated in this image, but it is not represented in the description. The
keyword tag helps identify it as a record about manufacturing.

 
You may also notice the unusual tag, wmwr-tg1.  This tag was created by the
Community Managers for the National Archives Catalog and added to records
to create a tagging mission around women at war. Code-like tags are very
useful because the search engine does not bring back other results that are not
part of this very specific set. 

Sometimes researchers use tags to collect a list of records.  Did you know that
by creating your own tags you can share a list of records with a colleague, use
them in a presentation or for a special event?  

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535807
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=wmwr-tg1&SearchType=advanced
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/missions.html


The description above includes the tags: National History Day and learninglab.
These tags are not words or even concepts that are found within the record
itself, but by adding this tag it will be returned in a search result that is
meaningful to our colleagues in the National Archives Education staff’s
Learning Lab and history teachers participating in National History Day.   

These are just a few examples of the different ways to use tags. How have you
used tagging to help with your online research?

We recognize that users have different motivations for tagging. To encourage
constructive conversations and contributions, we've created a Citizen
Contribution Policy that outlines acceptable contributions to the Catalog. 
 

New to Tagging? Learn how to get started. 
Are You Ready to Tag? Select a Tagging Mission and get tagging! 
 

We'd love to hear from you!

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1501555
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=%22national%20history%20day%22&SearchType=advanced
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=learninglab&SearchType=advanced
http://www.archives.gov/education/
http://www.archives.gov/social-media/policies/tagging-policy.html
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/missions.html


How have you used tagging to help your research?
How would you like to contribute to the National Archives Catalog and
increase access to our records?
Do you have ideas about features and and functionality you'd like to see
in the Catalog? 

Send us a message at  catalog@nara.gov

New and interesting records in the Catalog

War Department: American Unofficial Collection of World War I Photographs, 1917-
1918 

World War I photographs obtained from private sources, the U.S. Army Signal Corps,
and other Federal and State government agencies. We have recently added more
photographs to this series. 

 

mailto:catalog@nara.gov
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/20808008
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533461


U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth: Inmate Case Files, 7/3/1895-11/5/1957 

Contents of the files vary from inmate to inmate, but nearly all include a "Record
Sheet" that gives the inmate's name; registration number; alias; crime; sentence in
years, months, and days; court fines and costs; date received at the penitentiary;
date of sentence; date sentence began; date maximum terms ends; good time
allowed; occupation; age; date eligible to parole (after 1910); violations (date,
description, number of days in solitary confinement); and loss of days toward
reduction of sentence. Most files include a "mug shot" photograph of the inmate with
front and profile views. 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24729998
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/571125


Federal Judicial Center: Publications, 1/1/1995-12/31/2005 

Published documents pertaining to litigation procedures, court functions, and related
topics. 
 

Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/30806152
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28368261
mailto:catalog@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/
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