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INTRODUCTION TO MILITARY RECORDS

AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

— et — - —

This lecture provides an overview of basic records at the
National Archives that document military service from the
Revolutionary War to the late 20th century, including
Volunteer and Regular service/enlistment records,
pension records, draft records, and unit records from

World War | to Vietham.
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INTRODUCTION TO MILITARY RECORDS AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Archives
Specialist
Washington, DC

John P. Deeben is a genealogy archives specialist with the
Research Support Branch at the National Archives and Records
Administration in Washington, DC. John provides reference
assistance, orientations to research, and frequently lectures and
writes about Federal records of genealogical interest. He has
spoken at conferences of the National Genealogical Society (NGS),
the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), Daughters of the
American Revolution, the National Institute on Genealogical
Research, and the National War of 1812 Symposium. Articles have
appeared in numerous genealogical journals and magazines,
including Prologue, American Ancestors, and National
Genealogical Society Quarterly. He also serves as a board
member and Secretary of the Lutheran Historical Society of the
Mid-Atlantic. A native of Sunbury, Pennsylvania, he currently
resides in North Beach, Maryland. John holds B.A. and M.A.
degrees in American History from Gettysburg College (1987) and
The Pennsylvania State University (1990).
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OLD MILITARY RECORDS
1775 - 1912

® Volunteer Service
= Compiled Military Service Records (CMSRS)

® Regular Army Service
= Register of Enlistments

@ U.S. Naval Service
= Rendezvous Reports

® Marine Corps
= Service Records (Case Files)

® Pensions




VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Compiled Military Service Records

® Created in the 1890s to help the War Department
verify service for pension claims

® Compiled from various original sources such as
muster rolls, payrolls, returns, hospital records,
and prison records

® Arranged by
= State
= Military unit
= Surname (alphabetical)




COMPILED MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS

® Revolutionary War (1775-83)*
® War of 1812 (1812-15)

® Old Indian Wars (1784-1858)*
® Mexican War (1846-48)

@ Civil War (1861-65)*

® Spanish-American War (1898)

® Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902)




COMPILED MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS

® Basic information about soldiers:
= Full name
= Date(s) of enlistment
= Period(s) of service
= Residence
= Personal description
= Miscellaneous
o Pay rates
o Special duty assignments
o Wounding/death in combat
o Hospital/POW records




R g : i . Revolutionary War Compiled Military
' Service Record (CMSR) of William Graham
1 Massachusetts Regiment.

(Revolutionary War.)

o Name: William Graham

o Unit: 1 Massachusetts Regiment

o War: Revolutionary
o Rank: Corporal
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1 Mass.

/7/?“ Zrz /(/?’}lt

(,IZV{{: : Captain  Abraham Hunt’s Co,,

Col. Joseph Vose's Reg't.

pwvolutionary W azs

Appears on

Company Pay Roll

of the organization named above for the

of /({-'" (24
Commencement of time

Commencement of pay

773 oApttbra
/}-}t;.‘i-u(z/

Whole time of service

To what time paid
Pay per month ...

Time of service

Subsistence
£ 24—

Amt. of pay and subsistence

Amount

Pay due to sick, abhsent

Casualties

Remarks:

Copyist.

in

 Mlaass.

Capt. Abraham Hunt's Co.,, 1st
< Massachusetts Batt'n of Forees, com-
manded by Col. Joseph Vose,
ionary W :
Appears on

Company Muster Roll

of the urp:'mmtlmn n‘um-(l above for the month

of % AT
Roll dated 04/9‘1./(

8///'9\' e i

Appointed
Commifsioned

/M 2¢

Term of dglistment 74«.4./7

Time since last or enlistme

Alterations since last muster

Casualties

Remarks : {2 ? wartd

Copyyist,

é ' 1 Mass.
’
Va / s /é)'?:? /%ﬂnt
/27 ( (Japt John Mills’ Co., 1st Massa-
f,i/ chusetts lleg't, (-ummlmdml by Col.
t Joseph Vose.
IReovolutionary War.)
Appears on

Company Pay Roll

of the organization named above for the month

-
i //Wz/r/ Ao 177/
Commencement of time b

Commencement of pay s 17

To what time pﬂid , 17
Pay per month 2 - ,- Alotlls

Time of service <2 (7o 3t 'z

Whole time of service

Subsistence 2.4 7 /{0 7t X s0
Amount =
Amt. of pay and subsistence % 4 Zo Linle,

Pay due to sick, absent

Casualties

Remarks:

(-}/{u ﬁ.ﬂ!n,‘,\ _

Copyist.




VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Related Records

® Personal Papers
= Enlistment papers

Inventories of personal effects

Final statements of service

Reports of death and interment

Pay and subsistence accounts (earlier wars)

® Muster Rolls




Enlistment paper for
Nicolas de Abrigo, Co.
K, 1st Texas Cavalry
(U.S.)

Dees,
COUNTY OF  lzi/ftdze -

-

5 0/%/ (’///f or ,C/'e/(é/b{i/f/ﬂ __born inJ /sz

in the State of //1”{({’ - aged /,-,,, / £ YOIk,

"m‘ﬂi‘by occupation a——— B PPANPZ. i 2 hm-eby acknowledge to have
S i :
voluntarily enlisted this__ ///;f /f;/’ i day of eoF ot et

18 #7__, as a Sotvimr in the Army or THE UNitep States oF AMERICA, for the period

of THREE YEARS, unless sooner discharged by proper authority : Do also agree to

accept syh bounty, pay, ratioynd clothing, as are, or may be, established by law. And
2%

8 S oS

and allegiarice to the Unitep Srates o AMERICA, and that I will serve them honestly and

g~ o solemnly swear, that I will bear true faith

faithfully against all their enemies or opposers whomsoever ; and that 1 will observe and

obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers

appointed over me, according to the Rules and Articles of War, - / /
<
Sworn and subseribed to,at ﬁvmmmdp& b ,/’4/14 ) /

this day% ls@t
BerorE 4.¢W bt
f// Tons il siitniny

—_— - - LCOERTIFY, ON HOP\()R, 'lhnf. I have carefully c‘{'\,mmcd the above named Reﬂrunt agreeably to the General Regulafions
of the Army, and thatin my opinion he is free from all bodily dofects and mental infirmity, which would, in any way, disqualify
him from performing ‘the dutieg of a soldier. 5
7
Z%J 7 LTl AN f
TFramining Surgeon. % on 4!/

4 /
1 CERTIFY, ON HONOR, That 1 have minutely inspected the Recrmb, / /

proviously to his enlistment, and that he was entirely sober when enlisted ; that, to the best of my ]udgcment and beffef, he is of

lawful age; and that, in accepting him as duly qualified to perform the ﬂunes of }blc boﬁlad Folvher, T hayg gtrictly, ohserved

the nguln?s which govern the recrumug service, This soldier has #%  hair,
PPy Eed iy i L ok 1 hlgh

ﬁfff/’(

g/ : Recmiiing Oﬁicer.

"his enlistment must be signed and acknowledged in triplicates, one copy to be sent to the Adjulant-General, one to the commander of
the Regiment, and one copy to be retained by the recruiting officer: the copy to the Adjutant-General must be seat immediately after being slgned; the oath
must be sworn and subseribed to before any Commissioned Officer.




PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. ROBINSOX.

SUBSISTENCE AC( THE UNITEDSPATES; e~z Hy /,/M,j/zf,é' o
To et Hoormar Cochincind in the ' 4 y

| / : —
COMMEN.‘?EMENT. — ; [;}},ﬁi?egimeﬂt of Ao /2 Dr, lue. II;l:t':i?J:f AMOUNT. i RI
@ di For;f }j}y,}‘mm the ,'(,v"'—) "/4”3 wsi /5//;4 ——~ othe DOLLS. [CENTS OENTS, | DOLLS. | CENTS. :
5y G- Aujurd (53 Mooy La3h T~ Doy, at
I ' ! : 7 3
é /ﬁj i s ? ‘}f“},_ + ~~~Dollars per Month, . . . . + ~ - e 7 74 LN EAR ‘b ﬂ
mD il ¥ For his fiay for a servent, not asoldier of the line, from the L R i
) _"L . 044.& /f /ﬁj ’ ? (J?JM ra:hej’»'k \}f‘tg)’u&/fﬁfb “ﬁ‘}dfr/ ) 240
N Days,at G R~~~ Dollrs per Month, - 2|06 *
A Tor his subsistence, per account herewith, . . . < . . . .+ jl 840 >
L e o S
‘ Amount, / }/ Aﬂ =
! i .
I CERTIFY on Honor, that the fo 3 . :
in service a servanty who was not a .mldﬂ' "EIVED of 73 %5 L2 f na MI‘- / #ﬂ
not employed, as o Servant, a soldier of ] \,Q)M[MM { Z_ﬁ_ Dollars, being in full for my subsistence
[ 100
\

not recetved comper@atr’on Jrom the Uni I CERTIFY ON ﬁONon That the foregoi i
: , Tha egoing Account is accurate and ? m ‘}4 %
X i o C’ A7/ 57 %

just ; that T have actually kept in service a servant, who was nét a soldier of the line,

/
¢ }72??;/ 7

0 \ 1} y | for the whole time as above charged ; that I have not employed, asaservant, a sol- %
: S —i &‘ . | dier of the line, duritg any part of the above period ; and that Ihave not received Pl : )
Havmg .!‘l}g‘m ! { p!zcates he‘.":‘?@f ! compensation from th’ United States, for the whole or any part of the above account. wing ﬂgﬂt‘d dqplwates hereof- <
h . L )

j!.\. AT ; . Wﬁ%wl///‘f E f}f/‘
_ i Z (ol (‘7"/(""'( / ! e S : /
f VED AL B enjirnrss f{m#lo ﬁfv}(m1aa/u.. /”.‘ o /1 rhefE 4 :
| -‘w,ﬁ{i Sl i, > 4 .
™ Ny 100 @ﬂ/di:!?‘,—ﬁﬂ"y‘j » ‘
my ser nts Sy /'bnya and subatstence from y p

7 Y A e o dha ;%'J/%M/”J

mw')? A?uce{ a/u/!/tbataa Aoreryq d{ﬁ / /‘Z% i ,6':“ 7~
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Personal Papers for 1st Lt. Thomas Cockrill,
1st Regiment Artillery, Maryland Militia, August 1813




THE REGULAR ARMY

Register of Enlistments

@ Basic source to document service in the Regular
Army

® Volumes cover 1798-1914, arranged by
= Year of enlistment
= Alphabetically (first letter of surname)
= Chronologically by date of enlistment

@ Avalilable on microfilm as M233, Register of
Enlistments in the U.S. Army, 1798-1914.
Also digitized on Ancestry.com.




REGISTER OF ENLISTMENTS

@ Basic information about soldiers:
= Rank
= Physical description
= Occupation
= Date and place of birth
= Date of enlistment
= Unit assignment
= Term of service

= Discharge information
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T Alfred Pride’s service:

———-———

(]
£ ffm

o enlisted July 11, 1878

. o born Richmond, Virginia

7 Caw 0 age 32

;,i’/ " 0 occupation - soldier

P o physical description: black hair; 5* 8 tall
’q. .

. o served in the 24th Infantry, Company F

fdme. O enlisted 3 times

| o discharged February 10, 1883

0 “exp. of service at Ft. Elliott, TX; Pvt.; Char.: good™
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I LK z.wfw/ o Ik 2 1112 €. o v of K Laranrie Ko o ok Ear. o twit. SRR

. 2 hlodon Bt f St WY 6:‘% 7( e ot Cimato ANk 1\52*‘ oA i Eogar (V%

* 4o N 2 L@zlafeéu,,..-‘ doney, 285 s %.' ,4.;./.4(&:- ot W -;«:.-J,.Btl N PUND pla i Lo € castuind. “-" S=NAAN
? Vo kgt Rty gy ot il od Wi S B Gl Gt At NN
by bt o baidy 26 s Lofit Bt 887 fodi KOS 2.1 Lty Qi €ttt ¥ a0 B el o _«‘3\1’. Wi AN
7 Gae o 4 '@‘.'Z,.,; f)a/// ,LJ’ ;}\/)’/}, Soan fé #0 Q) A5 DVl donsiben 1F0 &I B atin Hatiar lg s R 2o R, }d‘}.‘ R S e

! Y A m&( i A 2y 203 @:f/é, 7%:&&:._&{ Hrsisin A Hloe 2 ek Car G N \,\\\;\
! Ca & 0@15/«: Mk 29 1045 Ct of dirs et Ty Saite Sutte NS a fok Clses: {gy\ﬁ%’
I \ : v\ e T \ - \‘ \ .

ay e » " s SEPA ol N Ny ieape s



U.S. NAVY SERVICE

Rendezvous Reports
1846-1891

® Weekly reports from the recruiting officers

® Indexes:
= T1098 for before and after Civil War (1846-61, 1865-84)
= T1099 for Civil War service (1861-65)

® M1953, Weekly Returns of Enlistments at
Naval Rendezvous (“Enlistment Rendezvous”),
January 6, 1855-August 8, 1891.




RENDEZVOUS REPORTS

® Basic information about sailors:
= Name of sailor

= Date and term of enlistment
= Rating (rank)

= Previous naval service

= Usual place of residence

= Place of birth

= Occupation

= Personal description

= Permanent marks or scars




(Tmlfo.l) bmﬁgwﬁ'ﬂo“*’*hﬁhhtgo

T ENBIS}PM'BNT do¥
; R‘éﬁlrn of t.he Uniited States: Naval. Rendezvous for. endmg BT o 1_ e i

| -'-A.Hhhdnﬂwmhmh&k—m&udnﬁerymgmmmmhuku“thummhﬂ. m 3
! \ addition. & he betiom of 1, bot g forwand Yo & Bow _WI rxlv:;d‘xh!r IF the number of enlistmeats exooed the capacity of this shoet, dg_ng

James G. Mason:

o enlisted June 25, 1884 at Mare Island, California
o enlisted for one cruise on the Monongahela

O age 22

O occupation - cook

0 physical description: Negro; 5> 1 1/2” tall

o born in East Oakland, Cal.

0 has a scar on his left leg
0 has a tattoo of a shield cross and flag on his left forearm
O rating: Landsman




MARINE CORPS SERVICE

Service Records (Case Files)
1798-1895

@ Alphabetical Card List of Enlisted Men of the
Marine Corps, 1798-1941 (RG 127, Entry 75)

® Service Records of Enlisted Men, 1798-1895 (RG
127, Entry 76)
= Enlistment/reenlistment papers
= Conduct record
= Descriptive list
= Notice of discharge
= Medical surveys




q. G

do acknowledge that ¥ have voluntarily enlisted myself to serve four years in the Marine
Corps of the UNITED STATES unless sooner discharged, upon the terms mentioned in
the act passed the 11th day of July, IT98, entitled “An act for establishing and oreanizing
a Marine Corps ;" also the act passed the 2d day of Maveh, 1833, entitled “An acl to im-
prove the condition of the non-commissioned Officers and Privates of the Army and Marine
Corps of the United States, and to prevent desertion;” also the act passed 30th June, 1834,
entitled “An act for the belter organization of the United States Marine Corps;” and also
the acts passed the 2d day of Mareh, 1837, entitled *An act to provide for the enlistment
of boys for the Naval serviee, and to extend the term of the enlistment of seamen;” and
Tebruary 20, 1845, entitled *An aet to amend an act entitled “An act to provide for the
enlistment of boys for the Naval scrvice, and to c(tcnd the term of the enlistment of
seamen, 7 and also the Hth section ol an act sed Maveh 3, 1815, “making a) ppropriations
for the Naval service for the year ending the 30Uth of June, 1846:” and that I have had
read to me the Rules and Articles of the Army and Navy against Mutiny and Desertion.

it thess my hand, this f‘¢ {u ,u//f day of g/;'m 1l 1864,

Inthe Presenes of i Pt ol
y- ; o
o

Tpateod =Fellete
Lk

/ (4 y -
§, 0/ 0dsion
do bulemnf swear or aflirm, (as the ease may bej that I will bear true |'|]|_-—nuu, to the
United States of America, .lml that I will serve them lones stly and faithfully ag

their enemies or opposers whosoever, and observe and obey the order of the l‘r(-.-_ai.lcnl of

the United States, and the orders of the officers ¢ ed over me, aecor v to the Rules
and Avticles for the government of the Avmy and Navy of the Umtcﬂ States. ” And fur-

ther, that T am of the full age of Ju "t fT Nt vears,

[9’/ ..:f 24 é’ 7 v;’/ﬁ-/;'x--z_,

| : e P . ,
“‘1113111 before me, at J)tffm.u(_ fjct..a.fz‘mlht-.s, Jce.ian-nm”u N2 6.

“"’a J;@fzﬁ

this \75! (f( wlh day of g-} FCan L E

oy
f’ﬁ I JI 11"01:1:.

}6/} 1 (f({'j /ﬁ # a private. Jim riin the // C /ﬂ Z( O

State of L%’f-"“ Jf’!’l’{!?!rr"{ Connty of ( ) }j/g( Y::rr'ugj'

Sesrowt~ 1 . enlistea 157 Drcenn, ey at
,%/'{?’)}1(’:.1./){ ; !../1/' /{; Jor four years, by f({r o/, [FZ »,/ _/( 2 /

n_-,'(:f ,;«_.?) 5 nears .f)_ f("u‘.‘f /}} inches fu‘_fﬁ, )5 ( e eyes,

_;’).ﬁe'm.(.'sl hair, _'y'(“u. v complexion, by trade or eecupation o .(,'»[('f clicar

(//HJKN_! s L Z'/f-'/uu({r"m
T Servvect en o Qv e
I Certify, That the alove recruit is [ree from bodily rf!fuh and is qualified to perform

REMARKS:

< tle duly of a soldier.
e leeten Vruecc—alad ~ / %4,6

@g,g./ \M.cz(z}( e s

Enlistment paper for
John Easton,
December 15, 1864




PENSIONS

® Based on service in the U.S. military between
1775 and 1916

® Different types of pensions:
= Disability pensions
= Service pensions
= Widow/dependent pensions

® Many different pensions acts

= |f rejected under one act, applications could reapply
under a later one




PENSIONS

® What kind of information can | find?

= Full name of individual

= Date(s) of enlistment

= Period(s) of service

= Units individual served with
= Residence

= Medical history

= Death dates

= |nformation about Widow and/or Children




PENSIONS

® Indexes for every war (Rev War - Philippine
Insurrection)

® Revolutionary War:

= M804, Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land
Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900.

= M805, Selected Records from Revolutionary War Pension
and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900.

® No Confederate pensions

® Scanning projects
= Civil War widows/dependents
= 1812




Revolutionary War Pension of William Graham
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. . e ; ) _ Ms- fktl}f PN Bois It-“ ﬂam
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3 William Graham’s Declaration
A of Pension

L = 118, before subscriber, :
dmﬂ%mﬂNm;YuhMm :

2/ Tt year, residont i the own of [ -
iasreorsnell 0 April 21, 1818 (age 62)

st 11 «rms ( o Filed in Hadley (Saratoga Co., New
au..vsf{:,ff o _ York)

auulr [
N, i

o Enlisted in Capt. Abranam Hunt’s
Co.(1st MA Reg.) In 1777 for a period
of three years

i3 0 Fought at the Battle of Bunker Hill
s, s dite under Capt. William Scott of the

” “.-;-ﬂm @' m‘g“ {: . .
it S e g New Hampshire Line

e
~ ALl A ;.Zf Tﬁf"' T s

i
l|
!

- A

e wo-ﬂ{ *Mn ~ fla—a

‘ o Lost his discharge papers

! Hosir ‘ o Statement of Lewis Scott, son of
-,;-_ e William Scott

~— n‘m rel uwﬂtm'
2 zn-aM... a?/u../‘w,,, ‘
" "7 R /,c.m -
3 tlmﬁolhuummulp/i;_.,,,
Court of Common Pleas county of Saratoga
Ty 'ﬂﬂh&‘zrq““ 24— ’
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William Graham’s Inventory
of Property

o No real property

0 List of personal property (examples):

2 hogs valued at $5.00
1 spade valued at 25 cents
1 tea kettle valued at 75 cents

' 0 Basket maker by trade but unable to

work due to age (64) and illness

o Wife (age 68) unable to work

48 o Daughter (age 30) is lame and

subject to frequent fits

# o States he would be unable to subsist

without his pension or a private or
public charity
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Mary Graham’s Declaration of
«.| Pension

B o Filed in 1837 (age 86)
} 0 Mary’s declaration recapped the

details of William’s service:
Capt. Scott in the NH Line
Capt. Hunt in the 1t MA
Regiment
Capt. John Miller (Mills)
Capt. Timothy Remick’s Co.




MODERN MILITARY RECORDS
AFTER 1912

® Modern military service relates chiefly to the major
wars and conflicts of the 20th century and later,
Including:
= World War | (1917-1918)
= World War 1l (1941-1945)
= Korean War (1950-1953)
= Vietnam War (1965-1975)
= Operation Desert Storm (1991)

@ Military service records: National Personnel
Records Center, St. Louis, MO
= 1973 fire




OFFICIAL MILITARY
PERSONNEL FOLDERS

® U.S. Army: officers, separated July 1, 1917-Sept. 30,

2002, and enlisted personnel, separated Nov. 1, 1912-Sept.
30, 2002*

® U.S. Air Force: officers and enlisted personnel,
separated Sept. 25, 1947-Sept. 30, 2004*

® U.S. Navy: officer, separated Jan. 1, 1903-Dec. 31, 1994,
and enlisted personnel, separated Jan. 1, 1886-Dec. 31,
1994

® U.S. Marine Corps: officer and enlisted personnel,
separated Jan. 1, 1905-Dec. 31, 1998

® U.S. Coast Guard: officers and enlisted personnel,
separated after Jan. 1, 1898




DRAFT REGISTRATION CARDS

® WWI Draft Registration

= M1509, World War | Selective Service System Draft
Registration Cards, 1917-1918

= On Ancestry.com

® WWII 4th Draft Registration (Old Man’s Draft),
1942

= Currently available On Ancestry.com and Fold3.com:
o AK, AR, CA, CT, DE, ID, IL, IN, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, OH,
OR, PA, PR, RI, VT, VA, WA, WV, WI

® Korea & Vietnam Draft

= Draft registration cards for men born before
January 1, 1960, write to St. Louis*
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WWI Draft Registration Card for Charles S. Deeben
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Deeben




NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT COLLEGE PARK

Military Unit and Operational Records

® World War |

= Record Group 120, Records of the American Expeditionary
Forces (World War [)

o Records of Armies, Army Corps, combat divisions and
other tactical units

e Correspondence, issuances, historical files (E1241)
e G-3 (Operations) Reports (E270)
e Journals of Operations (E271)

= Record Group 165, Records of the War Department
General and Special Staffs

o Records of the Historical Section Relating to the History
of the War Department (E310)

e Unit histories, war diaries, issuances




Reconnaissance Report,
1st Pursuit Group,
September 26, 1918




NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT COLLEGE PARK

Military Unit and Operational Records

® World War Il

= Record Group 407, Records of the Adjutant General’s
Office, 1917-

o Records of Armies, Army Corps, combat divisions and
other tactical units

o World War Il Operations Reports (E427)

® Korean War
= RG 407
o Command Reports, 1949-54 (E429)

= Record Group 338, Records of U.S. Army Operational,
Tactical, and Support Organizations (WWII and After)

o Unit histories (E37042)




NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT COLLEGE PARK

Military Unit and Operational Records

® Vietnam War

= Record Group 472, Records of the United States Forces in
Southeast Asia, 1950-1975

o Combat divisions, brigades, support brigades (aviation,
medical, engineer, military police, signal), and
logistical support organizations

o Very few records at the company level

= Record Group 550, Records of the United States Army,
Pacific, 1945-1984

o Organizational History Files (E Al)




John P. Deeben

Genealogy Archives Specialist
(202)-357-5048
john.deeben@nara.gov
www.archives.gov
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