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Tuesday, September 3, 10 A.M.–4 P.M. (EDT) 
TIME # LECTURE TITLE PRESENTER 

10 A.M. 1 
Introduction to Military Records at the 
National Archives 

John Deeben 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

11 A.M. 2 Introduction to Genealogy: Civilian  Rebecca K. Sharp 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

NOON 3 Alien Files (A-Files) Elizabeth Burnes 
National Archives at Kansas City, MO 

1 P.M. 4 Native American Records 
Michael Wright 
National Archives at Fort Worth, TX 

2 P.M. 5 
National Archives Online Resources for 
Genealogy 

Nancy Wing 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

3 P.M. 6 

Citizenship Matters: Bureau of 
Naturalization Files at the National 
Archives 

Zack Wilske 
U.S. Immigration & Citizenship Services, 
Washington, DC 

http://www.archives.gov/
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Learn about the many types of records held at the National 

Archives that can further your research on Native Americans. 

Archivist Michael Wright will show you how to find records 

relating to Native Americans living in Indian Territory including 

the Dawes Roll and other related documents. 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/
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Born and raised in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, Michael has 

been with the National Archives at Fort Worth since 2004. 

He received his B.A. in History (2008) and his M.A. in 

American History (2011) from the University of Texas at 

Arlington. In addition to being the preservation liaison for 

the region, Michael has worked extensively with NASA, BIA, 

and Federal Court records, He has presented programs on 

the National Archives, given countless tours, assisted with 

teacher in-services and classroom programs, as well as the 

Citizen Archivist Program.   

Archivist 
National Archives 

at Fort Worth 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/
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Researching Native American 
Records at the  

National Archives 
made a little bit easier…. 
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Role of the Archives 

We are responsible for the 
preservation and access to 
permanent records created 
by the Federal Government. 

5 



•Otoe-Missouri 

•Osage 

•Pawnee 

•Ponca 

•Quapaw 

•Sac and Fox 

•Seminole 

•Seneca-
Cayuga 

•Wea  

•Wyandot 

• Apache 
• Arapaho 
• Absentee 

Shawnee 
• Citizen 

Potawatomi 
• Cherokee 
• Chickasaw 
• Choctaw 
• Cheyenne 
• Comanche 
• Confederated 

Peoria 
 

Tribes Covered 
 

• Creek 
• Eastern 

Shawnee 
• Fort Sill Apache 
• Iowa 
• Kaw 
• Kiowa 
• Mexican 

Kickapoo 
• Miami 
• Modoc 
• Nez Perce 
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Muskogee Area Office 
• Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, 

Creeks, and Seminoles: The Five 

Civilized Tribes 

• Delaware, Shawnee, Eastern Shawnee, 
Loyal Shawnee, Mississippi Choctaw, 
Idaho Delaware, Kansas Delaware 
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All RG 75—Records of 
the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs' series, stored 
in Fort Worth, have 
been described in 
OPA…some at the 
folder or item levels. 

What is OPA: 
The Online Public 
Access is the online 
catalog of NARA's 
nationwide holdings in 
the Washington, DC 
area, Regional 
Archives, and 
Presidential Libraries.  
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Starting the Dawes Search 

An act of Congress in 1893, authorized 
the establishment of a commission to 
negotiate agreements with each of the 
Five Civilized Tribes that would 
eventually abolish the tribal 
governments and permit the allotment 
of land to individual tribal members. 

10 



• Former Senator 
Henry L. Dawes of 
Massachusetts was 
appointed chairman 
of the commission 
on November 1, 
1893 and it was 
commonly referred 
to thereafter as the 
DAWES 
COMMISSION. 
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1896 Applications 
• Commission authorized to add names to 

existing tribal rolls—except for the 
Seminole. 

• The Tribes had the right to dispute claims 
and reject enrollment. 

• Those who were rejected had the right to 
appeal. 
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SEARCHING ONLINE FOR 
THE 1896 APPLICATIONS 
 
Ancestry 
1) From the main page, scroll down to More Collections, and select All 
Databases.  
2) Under the Ancestry Database Card Catalog, enter U.S. Native American 
Applications for Enrollment in Five Civilized Tribes, 1896 (or parts 
thereof) in the Database Title and enter.  
3) Select the Applications from the Title list.  
4) You can either enter the name and hit enter or you can browse the 
collection for the tribe, application type (which is the census card number), 
and hit All under Surname Letter.  
5) Click the arrows pointing right until you get to the census card number 
desired. 
 
OPA—index only 
1) Enter Name 
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What Records Will I Find? 
The 1896 process, especially if appealed, 

could result in an informational gold 
mine  
– Testimony 
– Vital records submitted as ‘proof’ may 

include birth certificates, marriage 
licenses, letters, and affidavits 
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1896 
Applications – 
Ancestry.com 
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1896 
Applications – 
Ancestry.com 
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Cherokee or Creek 
Appeals 

• Northern District Citizenship Case Files 
• Microfilm 7RA-388, index on roll#1 and on 

ACCESS 
• Eventually Ancestry.com will have these 

online-until then you can use the microfilm. 
• You can also send in a written request or 

email for copies. Mention if you would like to 
have digitized images sent to you.  
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Choctaw & Chickasaw 
Appeals 

• U.S. District Court for the Central District 
of Indian Territory at South McAlester  

• U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of Indian Territory at Ardmore 

• Not available on microfilm 
• See also Choctaw Chickasaw Citizenship 

Court 
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Choctaw-Chickasaw Citizenship 
Court Cases 

You will often find these cases referenced on 
census cards:  “CCCC 75T” or “Citizenship Case 
13M”    
T = Tishomingo; M= McAlester 
 
Eventually Ancestry.com will have these online-
until then you can use the microfilm. 
 
You can also send in a written request for copies. 
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What You Will Find In CCCC 
Files: 

• Briefs, testimony, exhibits (i.e. marriage 
licenses), memorandum of arguments 
submitted by attorneys for the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations, and the opinions 
of the court.  

• Images are available on microfilm—7RA-
324. 

• Could result in an informational gold mine  
but keep in mind many were rejected. 
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After Appeals: The Final Roll 
In OPA: 
• Index to the Final Rolls (actual 

pages scanned)  
– Does not included rejected. 

• Our volunteer created named based 
index, available in our research 
room…you can also find it on 
Ancestry.com and Fold3.com! 
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The Final Roll’s Index 
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SEARCHING THE DAWES 
ROLLS ONLINE 
 
Fold3: Cards & Enrollment Jackets 
 
1) By Historical Era: Other Collections, then Native 

American Collections under Publications, then 
Dawes Enrollment Cards or Dawes Packets   
 

2) By Name: enter name, and then select Dawes 
Enrollment Cards or Dawes Packets under 
Collection Title. 
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Cherokee Enrolled--M1186 
28 



Cherokee Rejected 

Some images are available on OPA—all 
are on FOLD3 29 



Mississippi Choctaw Rejected— 
are not indexed on OPA 
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Dawes Freedmen--side 1  
 (digitized on OPA) 
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Dawes Freedmen--side 2  
 (digitized on OPA) 
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Enrollment Jackets 
•Original applications for enrollment 
under the act of June 28, 1898  
 

•Birth and death affidavits, marriage 
licenses 
 

•Transcripts of testimony taken by the 
Commission (some people call these: 
Testimonial Files) 33 



Chickasaw 
Enrollment 

Jacket 
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• Printed forms  
• Transcripts 
• Plat maps  
• Contested allotment records  
• Letters of guardianship or administration 

regarding minors 
• Receipts for allotment certificates and 

certificates of eligibility for allotment 

Allotment Jackets 
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Allotment Jackets 
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Check out these microfilm publications: 

Don’t Stop with Just Computers 
Not online! 

1902-1904 Choctaw-Chickasaw Citizenship Court case files. 7RA324, rolls 1-20.  
1902-1904 Letters Sent by Chickasaw Commission.  7RA181, rolls 1-3. 
1902-1907   Index to Dawes rejected ("R") cards.  7RA147, roll 1. 
1902-1907   Index to Choctaw-Chickasaw allotment ledgers. 7RA153, rolls 1-2. 
1903     Incompetent payroll.  7RA96, rolls 1-2. 
1904     Index and townsite fund payroll.  7RA97, roll 1. 
1906-1908 Choctaw - Chickasaw Annuity Rolls.  NARA35 
1907  Final Rolls of Citizens and Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes in 
  Indian Territory (as approved by the Secretary of the Interior on or 
  before March 4, 1907 with supplements dated September 25, 1917) 
  T529, roll 1 
1908     Payroll.  7RA-100, roll 1. 
1910     Equalization payroll.  7RA101, roll 1.  
1912-1924 Choctaw - Chickasaw Equalization Rolls.  NARA 35 
1917-1918 Register of Indians in World War I.  7RA347, roll 1  
1925-1927 Choctaw - Chickasaw Townsite Pay Annuity Rolls.  NARA35 
n.d.     Lists of citizens and intruders.  7RA21, roll 2. 
n.d.  Index to orders for removal of restrictions.  7RA297, roll 1. 40 



Probate Case Files—Index is available OPA. 
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Other Tribes 

42 
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• Concho Agency 
– Arapaho 
– Cheyenne 

 
• Kiowa Agency 

– Apache 
– Comanche 
– Ft. Sill Apache 
– Wichita & Affiliated 

Bands 
 

• Miami Agency 
– Confederated Peoria 
– Eastern Shawnee 
– Miami 
– Modoc 
– Nez Perce 
– Ottawa 
– Piankashaw 
– Quapaw 
– Seneca-Cayuga 
– Wea 
– Wyandot 
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More Tribes 

• Osage Agency 
– Osage 

 
• Pawnee Agency 

– Kaw 
– Otoe-Missouria 
– Pawnee 
– Ponca 
– Tonkawa 

 

• Shawnee Agency 
– Absentee Shawnee 
– Citizen Potawatomi 
– Iowa 
– Mexican Kickapoo 
– Sac and Fox 
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Types of Records 
• M595 - National 

Archives microfilm of 
Indian census rolls, 
1885-1940 (Fold3) 
 

• Land records 
– Schedules of Allotment 
– Leases 
– Patents 

 

• Annuity rolls-payments 
to individual tribal 
members 
 

• IIM files-Individual 
Indian Money files on 
restricted Indians 
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• Land transaction files-
include various types 
of materials (land 
patents, copies of 
heirship proceedings, 
leases, 
correspondence 

 

• Heirship or probate 
files-BIA was 
responsible for 
probating estates of 
restricted Indians 

 
• School records 
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M595 

• Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940 
– Arranged by Indian Agency and then 

chronologically by year. 
– Families are grouped together. 
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Chilocco School 
• Chilocco School was a 

non-reservation Indian 
School that was 
located in Chilocco, OK 
(north of Ponca City, 
almost in Kansas 

• The school closed in 
1980. 

• The page is from a 
1901 register of 
students. 
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KEEP IN MIND... 

NARA does not know everything about 
your family or research topic 
 

Thoroughness of the information 
depends on the accuracy of the census 
taker or government official 
 

NARA staff can not correct any federal 
record nor can we undertake extensive 
research. 
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Researching  
at the National Archives 

• NARA welcomes you to come and use the 
materials. 

• We are proud of our responsibility to 
preserve and provide access to the 
essential records of the federal 
government and in turn your heritage. 

• Thank you for listening. 
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CONTACT US: 
• Email: ftworth.archives@nara.gov 

 
• Web: www.archives.gov/fort-worth/ 

 
• Mail: 1400 John Burgess Drive, Fort 

Worth, TX 76140 
 

• Visit: 2600 West 7th Street, FW, 76140 
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