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Wednesday, September 4, 10 A.M.–5 P.M. (EDT) 
TIME # LECTURE TITLE PRESENTER 

10 A.M. 7 
Genealogy and the Freedman’s Bank: 
Records of the Freedman’s Savings &   
Trust Company  

Damani Davis 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

11 A.M. 8 
Military and Civilian Personnel Records:  
The National Archives at St. Louis 

Ashley Mattingly & Theresa Fitzgerald 
National Archives at St. Louis, MO 

NOON 9 Union Civil War Pensions  Claire Kluskens 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

1 P.M. 10 Federal Penitentiary Records Jake Ersland 
National Archives at Kansas City, MO 

2 P.M. 11 
Finding U.S. Colored Troops 
at the National Archives 

Trevor Plante 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

3 P.M. 12 Genealogy Through Navy Decklogs Mark Mollan 
National Archives at Washington, DC 

4 P.M. 13 
Oh, The Stories They Tell: Chinese 
Exclusion Acts Case Files at the National 
Archives & Records Administration  

Susan Karren 
National Archives at Seattle, WA 

http://www.archives.gov/
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After you've researched the basics of Navy 

personnel records, see what genealogical nuggets 

can be gleaned from the logbooks created by the 

U.S. Navy and learn about the exciting ways the 

National Archives is making them available. 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/
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Mark C. Mollan is a Navy/Maritime Reference Archivist with the 

National Archives where he has worked for 13 years.  He is the 

author of two articles published in the National Archives publication 

PROLOGUE including, “The Army Medal of Army: The First Fifty Five 

Years,” and “Honoring Our War Dead: The Evolution of the 

Government Policy on Headstones for Fallen Soldiers and Sailors.” 

He is currently working on two projects including the digital imaging 

of US Navy and Coast Guard logbooks, as well as developing a 

website to facilitate access to studying logbooks of all kinds in the 

holdings of the National Archives.  

Reference Archivist 
National Archives 
Washington, DC 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/


Mark C. Mollan , Archivist 
National Archives   
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Researching Navy Personnel  
 Official Military Personnel Files  
1885 – Start of files for enlisted crew members 
1903 – Start of files for officers  
62 year rule (1951) 
 
Prior to this… 
Pension files (FOLD3), Muster Rolls etc (e),  
Microfilm pubs M330 & M1328 Officers Records   
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Navy Logs – Archives I  
 Logs & Journals Kept by USN Officers 1776- 1908  

 (RG 45 Office of Naval Records and Library, Entry 608, 249 vols) 
 
 

Logs of US Naval Ships & Stations 1801-1940  
 (RG 24 Navy Bureau of Personnel, Entry 118)    

 
 

Navy Deck Logs after 1940 located at Archives II   
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Knots and Logs  
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Three Eras of USN Logbooks  
 1798 – 1850s – Little standardization  

 
 1860s – 1915 –   Bureau of Navigation  

 
 1916 – 1980s – Chief of Naval Operations 
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USS Constitution                Aug 1812 
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USS JAMESTOWN 1867 
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A Case Study:  My Great Uncle 
Thomas C. Green 
Graduated from Naval Academy 1927  
Served on several ships –  
USS CALIFORNIA, USS PITTSBURGH,  
USS BARNEGAT, etc   
Ended career in 1947  
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USS CALIFORNIA 
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USS Pittsburgh 
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USS PITTSBURGH 
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USS MANLEY 

19 



USS MANLEY  
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USS MANLEY 
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USS ERIE  
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USS ERIE  
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USS ERIE  
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Collaboration with NOAA 
 Imaging logbook pages  

 
 Post images of logbook pages on OLDWEATHER.org  

 
 NOAA is providing NARA with images of logbooks for 

posting on our website and our new search engine 
OPA.  
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US Revenue Cutter BEAR 
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US Revenue Cutter BEAR  
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