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3. 	Soviet Union The first Soviet interplanetary 

probe toward Venus during this current 

favorable launching period is apparent­

ly designed to descend gently onto the 

planet in mid-May. Unlike Venus-4, 

which in October 1967 was the first So­

viet shot to hit the planet, this probe 

probably has improved instruments to 

insure transmission .of Venusian atmos­

pheric data during its descent. 
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