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¥r. Reynolds at my instruction contactea[;eneral W. Clarke, ::;
Army Security Agency, on the morning of January 9, 1950.:1% Hae,
Mol
Mr. Reynolds advised|General Clarkg that there has been contact Tolo. Roam___
Neage,

at a nigh level in the Govermment{concerning the use of the diplomatic

message which implicated Coplon with Russian espionage as evidence in the
Coplon espionage trial. Mr. Reynolds also advised General Clarke that an
allegation had been wade that there would probably be no objection since
the system being used by the Russians has chenged since,the message under

consideration was dispatched mdu?/p’ 3

General Clarke was very much disturbed. He stated that his view,
and he felt very strongly in this view, is that this wmessage should not be
used as evidence under any circumstances. He pointed out that he felt that
irreparable harm would be done not only to what work has previously been
accomplished in the field of communications intelligence, but would very
likely eliminate communications as a source of intelligence. It was stated
that, while General Clarke felt that the Armed Forces Security Agency was

possibly infiltrated by Russian agents, the fact remains that those individuals

are not aware of what has been accomplished in the /field of Russian Air, Navy,

Army and diplomatic communications L %(5,3

} General Clarke advised iir. Reynolds that the Russian system of

4o Ay Jole
5X — —

ﬁ%

e enciphering communications has not changed. He stated that the Russians

) S Muse a one-time pad. However, they do duplicate these pads in various parts
'Ue of the world, which duplication has permitted the Armed Forces Security
g; Agency to read a portion of the communications of the FRussian Army, Navy
and Air Force and, of course, the diplomatic traffic around 1944. He stated
that the Armed Forces Security Agency is constantly alert for further
duplication which may be located at any time. He pointed out that, should
the Hussians become aware of the fact that this duplication enables the
American officials to read their communlcatlons, they would discontinues the
duplication and then no hope would remain of ever reading any Russian

>} communications in the iut% Lot € f//\yfj’

General Clarke again stated that the message in question should
not be wade available as evidence and that he desired ir. Reynolds to convey
to you that he, General Clarke, wopldybe willing to s r;gatate any time or place
that such a statement wes des:.re@f@ LHu Aol dPS 7

bir. heynolds pointed out to@eneral Clark;] that this information
was made available to him for his confidential inform&tion with the understanding
that he take po action on this 1nformat10n smce it might ewbarrass the Bursau.
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General clarke indicated 'O% Mr; Re

owern h:unself accordingl

M E,_eneral Glark_] was most effusive in his

express on of apprecj
the Bureau in making this 1nformat.10n);nown to hm(‘ é E EGRE%
<hke ﬂ‘«r

that he ‘appreciated this fact and would
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Mr. Reynolds contactedEen'l Carter W. Clarke, Army
Security Agency, on morning of 1/9/50. Reynolds advised
Clarke there has been contact at high level in Gov't re
use of diplematic message which implicated Coplon wi
Russian espionage as evidence in trial, Facts set ouff,
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Seturday evening Peyton Ford stated that he had been
talking to o well-informed individual, whom he laoter identified
as Tom Clark; |[that this individual had stated that the Army if
necessary would make availaoble in the Coplon case the origingl
information which opened the investigation on Coplon., | Ford
asked me to talk to the Director but to no one else about this.f & &

™~

In pinning Ford down further, tt develops that Tom
Clark had talked to Louis Johnson, apparentl ome time ago,
about the Coplon case and this information. Zgghnson had indi-
cated that if the Deparitment was hard pressed and it was neces-
sary, the Army would permit the use of the initial information
which opened the investigation--namely, the intercept and the
subsequent decoding of the intercept. Johnson had indicated
that another circutt was now being used.i}}if*uutdzaaaéz& Z&gﬁKB

Ford stated that if this could be brought out it would
put Palmer and everyone who has been critical of the Coplon case
right behind the eight ball because it would establish the
direct espionage tie-in on Coplonj that beyond that, if there
were ever any other cases there would always be the possibility

in the public mind that the initial information came in this
manner, and that he thought ié this could be done it would end
ang.,r Jurther criticism on the Coplon casewﬁwm;/,g’/fg
N I told Ford that I did not think the Director could@
:t N ever agree to this because of our agreementjwith the Arm tha
N it would put us in an extremely bad position; that from @ @&
f} IE§ security standpoint we had to think of the future and not only T
OO of the Coplon case. He latér asked me what the Director's
§;>_§Z reaction was and I told him that the Director wanted to think
9 this over.
N
&33 a3 Seturday night at the Touchdown Club dinner, Ford
§5) cornered Attorney General McGrath and got clearance on the
N\E?CD statement on wire tapping. He told me he was also going to
U -~d L2 try to get McGrath and Clark together. There was a great deal
L of difficulty in doirng this; however, around 1 a.m. Ford did
get McGrath and Tom Clark in o rToom in Jimmy Conzelman's suite,
where they discussed this whole matiter. I stood at the door to
LBN:hme THIS MEMORANDUM 1S FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES
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block anyone going in. ,///

Subsequently Ford told me that McCGrath was heartilg
in accord with this device, and upon his return to Washington
on Tuesday would discuss the matter further as to whether he
should take it up with Secretary Joanson. I told Ford, pur-
suant to his request, that as soon as the Director had had
time to think the matter over we would let him know the
Director's views.

I talked to Mr. Ladd regarding the contact between 7%55L
Jg‘</our Liaison Section[ﬁnd Carter Clark.] Mr. Ladd also informed
"\ me that it was his understang%n%fgﬁat the Armu secured the
informatian ne a reenlt o (9K1, 75X3 )
73K1, 5X3 If this is the way the
Army got the information I think that even though Carter Clark
and the Army agree to using the informatioﬁj we must tell thefﬁtg'
Department because this would then ruin the entire case and,
beyond that, could conceivably precipitate a diplomatic incident.
imdoubtedly when FDR instructed this I9X1,75X3
5X1, 75X3 t1though

this 18 something that really does not concern Efﬁ;?r)
P e 91533
Respectfully,

L, "8 Nichols
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I saw Peyton Ford this morning. I told him with reference 4
to our conversations regarding the,feasibility[ﬁf;ietting clearance from::

the Army to use the source of original information|in the Coplon case :

that there were 8several considerations, that I ha® checked around 3

and that the best informatign was thatT— he Army had seoured the
esnlt T

aS inttiated on the arder qfﬁ%he 1afe FDR and |
U lthat zbviously

In the second place I told him that from an intelligence
standpoint there were a lot of complicated[g;yptographic problems
and that it was understood that the Russians used an enciphering code
which i8 used on one occasion in each country but is duplicated and R
used in other countries, thus the codes used in this country several., . -
years ago might be used in some other country today and vice verst]Qﬁf
[iurther that the whole intelligence operation was tied up by
8

tf this ever came out it would e diaastrous{”

..
Al Ly

eries of agreements that we participated in with the Britishjand
ice versa, that if this information were used we were convinced
that i1t would throw consternation in intelligence circles and would
probabdly_result in the Buregy and the Depariment not receiving any

of this Eonfidential traffic

I further told him e” Director, after giving the matter
mature thought and consideration, had come to the conclusion it would

be most unwise to use.

Ford stated he czg;d not conceive of Johnson saying the

4ALL IRFORMATION CONTAINED

information could be usedfunless he first checked with his intelligenoé@k
people,] that he thought if Johnson ruled this could be used, this

would Ve ample protection for the Bureau and the Department. I told

him obviously it would belif he checked with his intelligence people 1S§L
and secured their recommendation that it be used. He stated he would :
make this clear to the Attorney General, that no one knows about this ')

ercept the Attorney General, the Director, Tom Clark, him and me. o
o 77
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