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.0 
Reynolds at my instruction contaotedWeneral w. Clarke, 

ROIIOll__ 

Mr. Trac1.__ 

Arnzy- Security Agency, on the morning of Janua~ 1950~ Harbo__ 

Mr. Reynolds advised@eneral Clark~ that there has been contact 'l'olo. Room_

at a high level i11 the Government~ncerning the use of the diplomatic Hoaoo_____

message which implicated Coplon with Hussian espionage as evidence in the 
Coplon espionage trial. Mr. Reynolds also advised General Clarke that an 
allegation had been made that there would probably be no objection since 
the system being used by the Russians bas changed sinc; the message under

1~ consideration was dispatch~J,;1:C,A..- ct~9/IS';i.J 

General Clarke was very much disturbed. He stated that his view, 
fij and he felt very strongly in t.his view, is that this lllessa~e should not be 
IJ used as evidence under any circumstanceso He pointed out that he felt that 

irreparable harm would be done not only to what work has previously been 
accomplished in the field of communications intelligence, but would very 
likely eliminate communications as a source of intelligenceo It was stated 
that, 1vhile General Clarke felt that the Armed Forces Security Agency was 
possibly infiltrated by Russian agents, the fact~ains that those individuals 

i~ll 
are not aware of what has been accomplished in the field,~/ Russian Air, Navy, 

>< .Army and diplomatic con1&11unicationsr~~ ~ ~t~ 
' a:t) ~..,;rv

General Clarke advised Ivir. Reynolds tha·t the Russian system of 
~ >:- . enciphering communications has not changed. He sta.ted that, the Russians ~0 .!~·
f 

1 >- use a one-time pad. Ho,vever, they do duplicate these pads in various parts
E:; !:!:: of the world, which duplication has perrnitt.ed the .Armed Forces Security 

'-[a:~ Agency to read a portion of the communications of the Russian Army, Navy 
~c/i S and Air Force and, of course, the diplomatic traffic around 1944. He stated 
~~ o ~C:S that the Armed Forces Security Agency is co11sta.ntly alert for further 

~ duplication which may be located at any time. He pointed out that, should • 
,\- 'the Russians become aware of the fact that this duplication enables the 

-1
)

I American officials to read their communications, they would discontinue the . 
1 • ~ • duplication and then no hope would remain of eve}.-leading Russian ~-
~ ~ : communications in the fut~~,&&.~l ¢u

any 
,; -\ 1

~ ~ fii General Clarke again stated that the message in question should ~
~ ~ ~ not be made available as evidence and that he desired Mro Reynolds to convey 
~ ~tl to you that he, General Clarke, w·~ldbe willing to ~~.,1tate any time or place 
o ~ ~ that such a statement was desire ~ t.:?a,~lff{J," 
~oo r ~ 
I~~ .Mr. Reynolds pointed out to~eneral Clarkd that this information 
~ ~1~was made available to him for his confidential information with the understanding 
H ~ that he take no action on this infor~ation s~nce it might embarrass the Bureau. 
~ t1 . General ?lark~ indicatad ~~~ Re~~ld~ _t~at •'h~ ~ .appreciatad this £act and w.ould •" 

fl! oi,ern h:unseli' aocordine;~~ .u:-J ~? }/ ., ,,~·:,, ~
~General Clark~ was most e:ffusive in his e~fCRfi°y{·~~ • 

the Bureau in making this information_ ~n,~wn to h. . • " . -
hke "fb-c-~ d-JZ,l, '1/1S')'V'3 
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January 9, 1950 Mohr ···l

• ' 
:t:· ~'. . , · · .. ,·"1, f.~ k fflt il)le. Room_ ;;j
'r.c-. -!;• 

Ali,L I~TION CONTAINED 
I 'J' '-\' ••~

Nease____ . -~--~~l 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEFI Gandy B,--·i.fj
'iHERE SHOWN 0'.::IIERWISE, MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON =J=-i 

,I 
--~o . .";:_;·,·~.:~

·_:] 
'~1 ,;c•

Saturday evening Peyton Ford s-tated that he had been ·}] 
talking to a well-inf~rm~d ~n~tvidual, whom he later identi,fied -·/j(j 
as Tom Clark; lthat this 1,nd1,v1,dual had stated that the Army if , •J\,~ 
necessary would make available in the Coplon case the origi,np,_l, ··_·_}.:f.i 
information which opened the investigation on Coplon71 Ford~ --,-.'';ii 
as~ed me total~ to the Director but to no one else a:6~th}s~~.:·.'·:,~.:.:.~ 

~ 1//IS/~1
In pinning Ford down .further, i,t develops that Pom • • t 

Clarlr had talked to Louis Johnson, apparentl~ome time ago, ·\] 
about the Coplon oase and thts information. Johnson had indi,- • • ~~1 
cated that i/ the Department was hard presse and it was neces- }i 
sary, the Army would permit the use of the initial information ··\~ 
which opened the investigation--namely, the intercept and the ~1 
subsequent decoding of the intercept. J~~n had indtcated ,j . ,.:··.~.•. '., 
that another circuit was nom being used• ._y:;~tJt;µ~ 'ljt<jrl .}J 

' . ·"·;·,;,, 

Ford stated that if this could be brought out it would ) _-~ 
put Palmer and everyone who has been critical of the Coplon oase -;i 
right behind the eight ball because it would establish the ~~0 
direct espionage tie-in on Ooplon; that beyond that, if there }~i 
were ever any other cases there would always be the possibility ,j 
in the public mind that the initial in/ormatton came in this ':A 
manner, and that he thought tf this cozLld be done tt would end /~/j 'Jj 
an~ further criticism on t;he Coplon_ case¢~~fj~(?, 

I told Ford that I did not think ¥fle Dtrector could~ • ,f}] 
ever agree to this beoause of our agreement1.E>ith the Arm.MJ tp,_a-p_~.. thM: ... •-·.. ',·"·:.1

\ti it would put us in an extremely bad position; that from a ~td.ia. 
1'11><' 

i
security standpoi,nt we had to think oj" the future and not only 'l/!gP%'] 

"~;!O 

~ of the Coplon 

.
case. He later asked me what the lJirector's )1~ 

"'- re~ction was ·and I told hi.m t(iat the Director wanted to think }~
i"~:; ;:­.:, this Ouer ~»

~•:r-
~

1\.. --.-~ i.J. . ·jt1
~f> :'i:i Saturday night at the Touchdown alub dinner, Ford ••

,... :5
-.A 

~::.· (J) 
~ 'W •... 1 .,_ cornered Attorney General McGrath and got clearance on the 

(!) statement on tapping. He told me 

ra~ 
wire he was also going to~<::O 

try to get McGrath and Clark together. There was a great deaJ
of difficulty in doing this; however, around 1 a.m. Ford did 
get McGrath and Tom Clark in a room in Jimmy Conaelman's suite, 
where they discussed this whole matter. I stood at the door to 

LBN:hmc THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINIS'rRATIVE PURPOSES 
",--if ~:le.,- .-......, - ' ·.;1.e- .-... .?:,;i~oJ°,fE l~~~~~~YED AFTER ACTION IS :rAKEN AND NO'l1 SENT 1'0 FILES 
• 
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.,,,.,,./-· 
block" anyone going in. 

Subsequently Ford told me that McGrath was heartil' 
in accord with this device, and upon his return to Washington 
on Tuesday would discuss _the matter further as to whether he 
should take it up with Secretary Johnson. I told Ford, pur-
suant to his request, that as soon as the Director had had 

. 
time to think the matter over we would let him know the 
Director's views. 

~ I talked to Mr. Ladd regarding the contact between 
(our Liaison Section[and Carter Cl .ark".] },fr. Ladd also informed~ 

~ rt' me that it was his understandin% !that the Armu secured the 
in.fn"l"mn.-t.i. nn rr. .9 n. Y"PF1117+. ,,p75X1,7 X3 

75X1, 75X3 If this i s the way the 
Army got the information I think that even though Carter Clar~ L 
and the Army agree to using the information:;] we must tell the J 
Department because this would then r uin the entire case and, 
beyond that, could conceivably precipitate a diplomatic incident. 
un doubtedly when FDR instructed this 75X1 , 75X3 

'75X1, 75X3 ilthough 
this is something that really does not concern us(_~ ~u... J/ _ 

__;z-/ ~~ 911S-,183 
Respectful]Y, 

L~ .·l~.,,-;i chol s 
~ 

~ 
9 ~ -b,_, ~ ,-.,-rd 
~~ 1-fl<' 
a-(5 ~ , . 1-'I L- ~· 

- 2 - ~l( 



Nichols_ 
Rosen___ 

r:T •, t ~ .\. t. Tracy___

i'~ \ ~::· ~: ii'C 1 Barbo___ 
Mohr___01-..TE CJ- RE .,. .....__.___.-...,....,_...,it-::.r- ,L_g~J'r;nuary lO, 1950 

"fl~-ot18/_.,:IJ4-I.: Tele. Room_

g~t'fl~~?t"!:/fl!r
T Nease.___ 

1 Gandy___

1. IIBMOBAIIDUM FOR JIR. '!'OLSON 

I saw Peyton Ford this morning. I told him rD'£th re/erence · ·:;·! 

to our conversations regarding the feas~btlityCi.f~etting clearance .from-j 

;!~t
the Army 

t:::r:h:e~:s:e~:;:;m~:nv:t:,;:lt:i:;,~,i&c~,;!~:;;,~~;:,!:!;;:~~,-
to use -the source o/ original infornat1,on 'tn the Ooplon oasel,e-¥\i

-..1,;: 
:~,--4i~~~1~.1:!·~02Ji~,11~~¾~~:;,~w},Fr~r::~ -:~ 

-i.t th -is ever ca11I~ -~u·t t t ii,Oii.1. cl C be d. i aa"ai~OIJ,~¥~c::,/4,, 'b '- . . ; 

In the second place I told him that .from. an tntelligenoe • .: 
standpotnt there were a lot o/ com.pltcated[I"ryptographtc problems .:-.-:1 

a.nd -that tt was understood that; the Russians uaed an enciphe'rtng code ... , 
whtch is used on one occasion "In each country but ta duplicated and .\ 
used in other coun-tri,es, thus the codes used in th '£a country aeve~~&X -'._·_;i 
years ago might be used tn some other country today and vice uera~ ~1 

rther that the rDhole '£nte11 tgence operation was t,ed up by-:-'f ~, } 
r'les o/ agreements that we participated tn w'£th the Britis!!Jand \a.,~ • • -·/1 
oe versa, that i/ this injo'rl4atton were used we were convinced -..; 

that it would throw consterna-tton i,n tntelltgence circles and would 
probablyr:7:eault ,n the Bure~ the Department not receiving any 
o.f this eon.ftdent£al tra/jtc . 

I .further told him. • e Dt'rector, after giu'lng the matter 
matu're thought and constderatton, haa come to the conclusion it would 
be most unwise to use. 

Fo'rd stated he c~d not conceive o/ Johnson aay"l1&g the .. ·< 
in/ornation could be used unless he first checked with his tntelltgeno~-·~ 
people--;l that he thought t John~on ruled thts could be used, this :?~ 
would 'ile ample proteot"lon~or the Bureau and the Department. I told • <~ 
him obutously tt would bet/ he checked with hts tntelltgenoe peopleJ~j 
and secured thetr reoo74111,en atton that tt be used. He stated he would-~ 
make th'ls clear to the Attorney General, that no one knows about thta '.~J 
e~cept 

~~-~~!.l:~~i-t~lt!JE 
the Attorney General, the Director, Tom Clark, htm and. me~-; 

Reapec-tvly, ofdil.~~ 
~'"E·c··.. ; i, · ~\i:(0 25 _'_]_ - ·./ 

.· 
~~- ~.-·~ k). t' ~ 

0 • \..t\J-:>u • 1J ':• ' 
LBN: l'JIL :.e-· . • B • N1, oho~ · 

THIS MEMOBANDUM IS FOB ADMUJISTRATIVE PUBPOSES CON f11NENTIAL ._.. ,; 
1 

TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES • •:: 
··; 




