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'Proton' Launch
Event Fails .
An unmanned space operation inveolving the large Proton. heoster
system ended in early inflight failure on 24 March This. was the ﬁrst
failure of this system in three known launches, ;

The primary purpose of all three operations probably Wbt el

launch systems for use in future manned flights, although Protons 1 and 2z

did execute a new and useful mission of- studymg cosmic rays,
The scientific payloads orbited by the Proton propulsion wehicle
last year weighed 27,000 pounds, The size and mission of the payload
of the 24 Mazrch operation have not been identified. _
The addition of a suitable third stage on the large Proton booster
would enable launch of an orbiting manned 1abora.tory, or launch of a manhed

circumlunar flight,
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