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Cosmos 118 May Be a Weather
Satellite or Prototype

Cosmos 118, which the Soviets. launched ftrom Tyuratam at about
S 14102, 11 May, is tentatively assessed as a reteorological satellite
} . or a prototype of one, It is in a fairly high, near-circular orbit -- par-
| ameters which would be expected of a weather satellite but which might
also characterize some types of communications or research satellites,
The launch of a Soviet meteorological satellite is somewhat overdue, the

v Soviets! having agreed last fall to launch one “within a few months' and
f : &xchcmge satellite-collected weathez: data with the U, S {See p, T
. - WIRLLT/66, ) :

. . TASS said of Cosmos 1i8‘s mission only that thn vehxcle ”carnes
¢ scientific instrumentation to continue space research, ' R,
; Orbital parameters of the new vehicle have been reported as
4 follows by NORAD's Space Defenses Center:

b Inc 11nat1on ‘ 64, 99 degrees

| Period : 97,13 minytes
Apogee e 658, 7 kilometers

f (356 n,m, }
Perigée 584, 6 kilometers

(316 n, m., }

Three pr evmusly launched Cosmoses {Nos, 44, 58, and 100) thh
- similar orbital parameters are also believed to have 'been weather satel-
lites .or prototypes of such vehicles., They were launched 28 August 1964,
| 26 February 1965, and 17 December 1965, All were launched by §§-6
| ICBMs and injected into orbit by Lunik-type third stages,

| ) (NORAD)
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