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Cosmos 118 May B-e aWeather 
.Satetlite or Prototype 

significant 

intelligence 

on space 

·deveLopm_enis · 

and trends 

Cosrnos 118,. \vh'ich hhe Sov<l.ets l<mnc.hed f:r o~n TY'urata1n at a bm,1t 
-1.4 1OZ, .11 May, i~ .ten.ta:t'ively ass·essed , as a . me.t:eo:rological s _a te llite 
or a p1·ototype of one~ It is in a fairly high, ne<.n.·-ci':rc~..tJar orbit-- p a l·­
arn etors whkh '\vou:ld be expected of a \Veather satellite b u t which.n1ight 
.also cha.ra.cted:z . · son::te types oL,<,:_ommLmic a tio,ns OJ,' research satellites. 
t he launch oi a: Soviet l'l> eteorologk?-1 ~<;tel1ite b sol.newhat overqu·e 7 t.he 
Soviets' havin.g b..gre e cllast fall tq lattn·ch on~ uwii;hi:n a Jew months. ~' and 
i$;cc"h.a:nge satellite.- collected we~thel' data with the U~ S. · (See· p.. 7, _. _· 

.. wrn 17/66.) · · .·- .. · · · 
TASS saiclof Cos.rno.;; ll81 i:i mission o.n1y ' tha t the ~r ehicle lfc·a '): :r;i es 

scie ntific inst r umen'tatiOJl to c9ntinue space resea:rch. 11 
· 

Orbital parameters o£ the- i:tew vehic:le hav e been r e ported as 
follows by NORADrs Spa.ce, De£en.se$..C~:n;.ter: 

Ir1c lination 64. 99 degre~.s 
P e riod 97. 13 m inutes 

658, 7 kilome te rsApoge e 
(356n.m.) 
58 4 . 6 kilometers 
(3 16 n .• :m . } 

'I h:r e e previously launched. Cosmo$ es ( Nos~.. 4:4 , .~8 , and 100) J,Vith 
s imilar orbita.l pa r SL:rn.eters a:r e a l s o believed to have 'b e c rt weathe r satel­

'· l ites .or prototype s of $uch v.ehicle.s. 'Th ¢y w~r e launch ed 28 Augt,1st 1964, 
2,() 1? brnary L9 65, and 1 7 Decemfuer l q&S. All w e1; e launched b y SS- 6 
IC.BMs .and 'injected into orbit by Lunik- type third s t a . f: S. 
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De-:-Orbited Routinel-y 


C osmos 11 7 • .a reconnaissan c e satellite: which the Soviets l auncl!led 

from Tyu r atam at abou t i 05 97.. , 6 May 1966, was d.e - o:rb ited on Revolution 

12 7 on _14 1v1ay, a fte r .n.eady 8 day s i n ; orbit. '.fime G>.( im pact in the USSR 

is believed to have be e.n about 0-831-Q'f!S'-SSZ. 

(NORAP) 
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