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Reece SateJii:~e Cosmos. 120 
De.·-or.b.ited -Routinely on. Rev 128 

·co:smo:S. 120. milita,ry- recor.rn:a.,iss-ane;e ·sa:t.ellite which was 
l'aun·ch~'c.i· ft---om :ryura~.a.m a~ ab.ou~ 11 .002, 08 Jun~ l-96'6 ,·.was ·d-e ~~nbited 
o-n 16 J'L]..ne, durir.l-g .Revolution 128. a!t.e.r ~pending 8 days in· Pl'·bit, It 
C-t'os..s e~ the 'f::quato.r on an a;$cenoin,g pa-ss ~t abo1.1t 09.1bzi, 16 Jll,ne. 
a .111d _pr()ba·bly impacted IJ-n fh.:e t:SS.,R a:t a.bout 0'}31 -0~-3-62 .. Almost alJ 
So~·:iet re·co:nnais~ance spacecni.Jt la1rh.¢hed in 19.64, 1965. and 1<J66 P,a'ite 
b(.;(tn de-.o_ - ·;r _ ·c. e~:r:l).i'ted. iH~~ 8 ~ays in, SP.a:

l .;t: ....., t­
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cos-mas 121,. .Military Rec.ce 
Satellite•. La~unch€d ·from Presetsk 

Cosrno·s 1-Z.l; whi'c;h-·wa'$ l-;n1nc~ed ~n.t.o . pd),it· fF'om the Plesetsk 
~C .BM Com·plcx at a:bout 11 QO.Z. .. 17 June, ; l~ belie-vfld; to :b.~ a n:l-litary 
reconnai-ssance ~~t · .iihe, the 11th Jalln'C:'hec:l t,hfs y¢'at., -an_d the t.h.lrd, la;unchecl 
fn~m P:ia~et. sk. Like th.e !ir.s·t two launched fr-om Pleset~k {Oosmos 116 

., 
.on l 7 Ma·rc:l:l, Ct')smos 114 on '6 AprH). Cbs-rnos 12·1 was inj ect-ed inlo an, 
o.rbit with an Equatorial inclination of about n degrees. Its. th:ne of launch, 
orbifal para,ll)ete.r ~, · .<l<nq electxo.n,ic emi:ssior.rs mark it as a military re~ 
~onnai $$a:nce satelHtc ~}?;'j-ch p-robably car-zi:ies a c:ame.ra system of high 
1'-esolntion (5-8 fe ·ei·).. U normal pati.e:r;li$ prevail ,,_ ·G·o:smos 121 wiU 'be 
qe-o:rbite:d 25 J'l.tn.e. 
fNORAD) 
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Blosatet:Ute,Cos:rrl~s IIOJeff in ~brt,.~­
/Unti'l lif~Support SysteJ:n Oeteriarated 

W:h~ they lauimpe'd· C.osmo~ 110 -an9- lts tw 
2·2 F.eb:rua~¥~ the Sov~.et:~tpr.~ba:bt:y""~nte..aded t'erl <let 
some lte:t:n ·of lit'e..,. s-u:pport supplies '(<i}_od, w'ate~;., :o . en) ·:ran ,ouh some 
part <>f tche liie-:su-pp0j:t sy-s·t.~~ £'a:4-ec;lJ c>r :tb'~:b~ce$s 6i the e'XP,'eriment. 
was i:r1 s ·om.e o_thex ?N:~"f ;tbreat,cened:,. l!.ll . :' 

· T"ffe envit:dnn~·eat-al coA;t;re:,l S.¥S:t~~ ~.:u,. ~~~aT "t}be e:~.\d ol ),t;s uwe£1.11 
life wh~n the spa__cec:t-ait was fina1ly de-orbit.ed on 16 March, 2Z days a.iter 
la'ltnCh~ I · _ I the G-og might .trot b,:ave- liv,_e.""­~-· -----. 
r,puc'h lo.Dg~r had the Somets not ;te~Jt.lin:ate;d tll:~ £1" :'~p-en ~l{ey -~ict. ~...1_____. 

~....----:--:-:----:--:--' the <5~yg~n con'C~n,.'tration: wa.s- ~:rna-rg·imil and de.c r 'easing . 
rapidly, and tfta;t th~ ca::r'\:il:).;--~ d:,i..(;,;xide. conc:entra:fion wa. rising,., :rlll! s;y-st:.em 

. ' mo.nito:}t4o.;g the ·4o ;;sJ -p~~ · aL~ol:tdithm: · ··l'opJt;e_r ,, · · ... , 1.'~:y; 
the co't:k'U.fion d .For ~'X 

e ieedi'ft.g of' the dogs Ml:1 to indicil:~ t at tlie animals 
~t J'hTtH} day~ Gf 'the £lig<ht. Als_o, 

th:eT~'o/el:e n .¢,gat;i-:v:e O:J' lo\,v-qua; ;­ il\l . ~"l'Q.m "a.~aja:r~·t:t t§i ~ ~: 
gi¢airm.~nitcir-~g de:vic·es d'\l'l'mg. pa:rt·elf the ;t;lig;h:t. . . 

-~;w~·gradp.ti.p.n_ of tl'i~ iiie.- S'~po:rt sy$t.en) _prGEI'i:Lbiy forced the Soviets 
d 'ecis ion t9- e:xe.cute; :the 'Un6e s.~r.a'l;,>i<e r,i~ghttime tecoyery of the spac..ecra1lt;. 

H0w~ver;1 , till~ w-as ·do;ne b~for.~ a'A;~ · ;i'J:·r-~v~:t~i~le: d '~:f ·wa::s. ~-o~ t~, t:b;~ 
dogs. ·· ... · . . '· . 
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