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and trends 

Cosmos 126' is Soviets 13th 

Reece Satellite of 1966 


Co~mos l 26, which the Soviets l.aunche<l from Tyuratar:n at .about 

1050Z, 28 'July, has ]:),e~n assessed as a: military l:'econnaissa:nce sate ilite 

carrying a high- resolution camera syst~m1, The 13th reconnaissance 

~atellite launched by·the Soviets. tbis year' its OJ.'bita l param·etets are ve ry 

close to those of No. 12 (Cosmos 12.4); accor-d:ing to the NORAD Space 

Defense Center: 


• • • 1111 

Cosmos rzo Cosmos rz:zt 

Inclination 51. 77 degrees · 51. 8 deg:rees 
Period 89~ 13 minutes 89. 1 5 minutes 
Apogee · 2 75. 9 kilometers 278. 6 kilomete rs 

(149 n, m.) {151 n. m.) 

PeFigee 202. 7 kilometeJ;.s 200 kilometers 
(109 n. m.) {108 n.m.) 

Co-s·mos l .Z6 1 s orbital inclinati on of about 52-degre es is unusual but 
f a .r from unp'feC:~dfmted. Of t he 54 successful Soviet recce sat ellite latl.nches 
t o <;la te , only 9 have had the 5-2-degre e inclination; t}\es e launches occul:red 
onJ:y in the months of May.:..October. The 5Z-degree :inclin.ati on a:Uows the 
satellite to spend more daylight hours over Free World targets -- a factor 
favor'ablc :for photoreconrl.a,~ssance -- than. the comrnonly 'USt!cl 65-de,gree 
inc l~n:a tion. 

The new satellite will be de-orbited on 5 August, nearly 8 day$ 

after laum;n, if the patte rn of the l~st 3 year.s is followed. 

(NOR AD) 
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