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New Telemetry Dish Will Improve
Soviet Space Communications

A large telernetry dish nearing completmn at Simferopol on the Cri-
mean Peninsula should improve Soviet space cornmunications, It will
probably be used with Soviet lunar probes and, later, possibly with the man-
ned space program. The measuring coraplex at Simferopol has in the past

tracked Soviet lunar probesl —l
[ | The new antenna, of improved design, will probably operate at a

higher frequency, which w;.ll permit handling of hlgher quahty TV and faster

data transmissions,

The dish, which is 90 100 feet across, is mounted on a steel rotation
ring. with a counterweight center section sitting atop a 40-foot high concrete
octagonal base. The electronic gear is housed in the concrete base of the
structure, whilé the facilities for mechanically manipulating the dish are
mounted on a platform below the dish, The antenna appears capable of
tracking 5-90 degrees in elevation and 360 degrecs in azimuth,

Under construction since February 1965, the installation should be~
come operational in the very near future, Its introduction into operational
use will probably be signaled by the use of higher-frequency transmissions

by Soviet lunar probes, several of which might be launched in coming months,

(CIA) :
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Recce Satel;lte Cosmos 128
‘De-orbited Routinely

- Cosmos 128, the Sovxets ISth mxl:ztaxy xeconnaxssance satell:.te of;
1966, was de-orbited on 4 September, nearly 8 days after la\mch on Revoa-
lution 126, lmpa.ct probably occurred in the USSR at
(NORAD)

SECRET NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION ~~ Releasable tn US UK & C&u&d&)‘ k

Soviets Use Kodak Fﬂr@ ior
High Quality Sun Photos

The Sovael»:s annoxmced at the Vxenna :

Kodak is th’e only orgamzatmn thatb produces t}ns ime grain hzgh—speed
Schumann emuls ion film,

The ﬁa n is a critical component, nm’ only for future s‘gxace res

but for basic spectroscopic investigation of highly excited atoms found i :
laboratory plasmas. The fact that it is readily available through th Franch_
contributes significantly to the Soviets' competitive pos o
US in both space research and basic labozramry specvtroscop

- wavelength regions, - - ’
{C1A) ~
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West German Satellite-Tracking Cameras Will

Help Soviets Determine |CBM Trajectories

The Soviets reportedly have ordered 10 Askama photographzc
theodolites from the Geodetic Institute, Frankfurt, West Germany, and it
appears that the transaction will be consummated, The instruments are
being modified to track satellites for geodetic purposes, Purchase of this
equipment suggests that the Soviets plan to strengthen their optical-tracking
program for geodetic purposes, a program which will, in turn, strengthen
the Soviet potential for determining ICBM trajectory parameters, The
Soviets' only announced geodetic satellite program has been based on track-
ing of the UUS's Echo-series satellites,

(CIA) |
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