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UNNAMED ORBITE~ BREAKS UP; MAY HAVE 
TE$TED ORBITAL ;BOJi.?!BARPtMENT SVST;EM 

A s.pa:ce vehicle w'hi"c-h the Soviets laun:ched .from Tyuratam at 
abo-ut 2235Z, 17 September~ may ~ve l:>een a i :pllow-on to a _s ·eries oi ~
tests which began last D.ecembel:'_~)ld ; which may have tested' a f-ractional
0rbit b-ombardment system (FG·BS). Orl;>ital paratn:eter.s of the launch 

• sign ifi.cant 

tntelllgenc-e 

on space 

developments 

and trends 

wer-e a-ppro.ximateiy as 'foll0ws: 

Inclination . 
Peric>d 
A.pogee 

P.erl:g.ee 

49-. 4. 'degrees 
'?7 -minutes 
13 0.0 kilqmetei-s 
(10'0 n. m.J 
Hi 0 kilometers 
(8.() n. m .• ) 

~....-__________________,~th~ vehicle ·was launched by 

a T'T-4, an intelli~ence designation for a 3-~tag:F,? vehi-cle: in which tlie SS-9· 
!C:B:M iB use:d as t.he boo$t~.+ a:lld s·ecQnd; . ~t~ge. _ The thir<J. s'1;a.ge wa·~ 
inj~ded in:.t·o an o!r'J,:l.i't of ~-9,. ' 4: if:eg·re~s but it a~~·e. ~t~y brok~ up whtl:e_ 
f>aS'sin.g O'\l'e:r bhe Med.ite':r.-rcanean or s.bo:rtly th~rearfter, on Revolution 1. 
Diyarbakir (Turkey} J.'..adar det.ected a;'bo:ut Z5 uneQt:1"·elated .ebj· ~ts in th,e 
nrbitq.l path at OOlSZ on. Revolution 1, while lat.ex r'Cpbrts f:t·om the US 
Navy'$ Spas·ur fenc:e and Moorestpw.n (N.J.} radar in.d'ica:ted d:etection of 
an i.ncreas1ng ln'\imbe.r: of objeets •. At one. tim~ ama:x±rnurnof about .1'60 
piece:s was. d~tected by Diy;arba.ki7!. .Abo¢ bai(o£ these obje:<;:ts have Jl.OW 

decayed, the remainde:r; s.P:ould do s.o in about 60' days . .· The Sov;iets ha'\fe m_ade no -announ~ement about this event.• 
Several factors s;Q;g-gest that the launcJ! in:volved test o! an 

.orbit-al 'ho~bardm·~nt system: 

• 

WlR 3~/66 

The TT.-.4 ha,s been used pr.eviously only iJ'l a se~ies· of 
launches (16 D.ec 65, S Feb b6, 19 :~ay 66) whic,h., ·have been 
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Of~·e<r ~i;re.~st~~~:l:l w.llfeh als.0 rna:'z<k th,~s ~~e;~ e 
-unustt~l ene: . · ' · 

• Thls. waa the- £ir-st S'S-9 t..GBM 
• ThbJ w~s t.h'e> :t:Lrs-t Tyu::rata.,xn I;a 

inelination.ol-4.9 deg~e~s,. 
: : . . 

J 

Re:tro~pect and ::P:r. a~rpect.
' 
l 

.., 
-or.biJ ~ ·si4ce V'~l;Jicle. 

' s~c~ vehlcle on an 

• lti.e ~se ~£ ·thti, t:lp;Jf-'4 -~ch ~Jy-sjl~ro.:• .wh'!io~~a~s ti:~IP: pre~ou~~ 
t 'q.r ~u.oo-rbital re@s o'f a: ft"acti'bnal oo-rhitaJ ~a~tbn~n~ ~;y&t~~" 
~ suggest's tha~tcil~e.Jtz,$'e;p:t$'tl:)Al" . ' plv~ Ul) Jiir$t d~~ 
oi thls weal)Gn syr~te:rn to ~.l'bwalf 
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• 	 I~stabill:ty 'in the sec·ond stage and br~ o.f the. vehicJ:e 
may .'~hdieat~ tq~t t~e test waf? a..,fa~ly~~,, T~e +&tc}t of !:l TASS 
a~0~ment may als·o ):?oiilt to' tb:is . conelusie:>-· 

• 	 'The TT-4- launeh syst~:m. if -q:~ed in~e fOl~ pf o:;rbital 
bomb'ar.dm6iit~ ~ould orbit "l\.lb, OQO..;,poun~ :v.ehicl.e with a 
~. QOO-pou.hd waThe'ad, -a,s;s~ng ·that afrout 50~ G'l the 
weight is re.qu:ired !or the ·rewofire paokage and p~ope14rtts. 
$\].(:~. a ~¥stei:n, wnen qp~~~~ional~ sP,q.uJil b.a:v~ r.e-f¥i~ry 
angeles -d'empatiole· watl;i ·an Unj;)aet accuracy of ab<lUt 2 n:._ ttl. 
CE)2~ 	 . 

• ¥or.e :test,~~ o£ this same <namre (;:~n be eJ(p'ected. 
(NORAD} 
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