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Soviet Space Program in Doldrums

- == by Accident or by Design?

The Soviet space program was in the doldrums in September, for

 reasons unknown, They successfully orbited only one space vehicle that

month -- an unannounced vehicle which may have tested an orbital bom-

~ bardment system (p. 13, last week's WIR). In addition, telemetry indi-
-cates a possible attempt to launch a reconnaissance satellite occured on

16 Septernber. This is below the monthly average of 3.4 launches for the

past 35 months., This slowdown contrasts even more sharply with the launch

rate of 4, 4 per month thch the Soviets maintained for the first eight months

It is not clear whether the recent decrease in acl:wlty was. g,ch&ental
or intentional,

1t is possible that individual components of the over-all space pro-
gram, through an accident of scheduling, were in. phases wherein most of
them simply did not call for any launches in September. There is no reason
to think, for example, that launches of weather, communications-relay,
research, or Proton satellites or of deep space probes were due or overdue.
The most notable exception was the lack of a successful military recon-
naissance operation in September, in contrast with the rate of two per month

- which marked the {irst eight months of 1966, Less significantly, the Soviet

manned space program and multzple-payload Cosmos program in September
continued their record lulls -- 18 mcnths for the former, 12 months for the
latter. (See next WIR,xtem )

It is also possible that the over-all Sovmt space program is ex-

- periencing a deliberate standdown, in preparation for, or to highlight, some

impending space event or series of events of import. The Soviets have been
known in the past to schedule space events for maximum propaganda impact.

- The most propitious time for such an event in the near future would probably

have some association with the approaching (7 November) annual celebration
‘of the anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution. ;
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of an inflight-r
on Cosmos 125 i

The Sovxets, it is beheved would hke very much to launch a large,
advamced space vehicle carrying several cosmonauts m coming months,
posmbly with a view to:

o

view of:

] The failure oi an SL.-9 launch in March (The preseﬁt score
85 3 successful launches out of 4 attempts may not be quite
g«ood enough for a manned flight, )

-of the Proton payloads launghad to date has been de-

heawl'y mstrumented

If‘ the USSR kshould decxde to launch a mamed vehmla soon with the
ho lues, As in the paat,, ‘the Sav:ets will
imilar type- vehxclee, red but carrytng; all

questmn, the Sov1ets ma.y fall back on then- Vostok-— or Voakhad~serms
spacecraft with {lights of some type which would reap suitable propaganda
rewards. Smmltaneeus fhghxs by several vehmles and /or prolonged fhghts
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