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Reece A"ctivity Bael< ln FuH Swing, ­

Cosmos 130.'Launched,. N~ 129 De-Orbi1ed 


Sov:iet xec· onn~is sance from space is. back 'irl full swing after a 
s'tanddow:rt C'Ji: a;;bet~ct a m¢ntP, ;l:.m.'3. h,al£. ;Fo-r ~ Brief peri()c::i (<~.~out 2-'2. hou:l'-s}, 
the Soviets hat! 2 ·r>econnaiss~ance sa:t.e1lites in.urbit simuRaneon$ty,. an 
U:n\isual ~hut .not unprec e.dented sit~ation. ' 

Op:Sm~~s llO w~s la\1nchedf:rdr,n the Tyijr~ta1;0 Mi.ssile 'f_est Range 
at ,abovt ~&;~tlZ, 21~ .Dql (?._ber, iP,to a~ ol;'~~- wi~ka;A' l:nclil,lation .-or ab·6ut 6.5 
d~gt;:<ee:a:;: It~ ~~is. sifon l!s pa.-o:bab·ly h~gb7:t~l?l'll~i.ou -ph9b.r. eqp~. -alt~o\lp.:_'~~ 
c.o-qid ~~ly c~r:ry eq:uip~ent iiOT, q,ther :mi~d,qns. s<\1ch as .elec!l:.~o.n'fi o:r irifr>a­
rea recQnnai~anee, . - .·- ' ' 


· gps ·~·os t29, which w~.s launch~d~ !~om th~· Ples~tsk ICBM Gomplex 

at ~hoU;t: l:2. 1S.Z.t 14 Oc-tober, was de--o.rhite.;i on ·in $ei PJ:>,er,1 durii'Q;~ th~, $.rly 
p<:>l'tioii cl'~&v Jd~,, .im·P~~ting ia th,e' USSR at ~b.out "'ncM-oz.. leu tllan 7 days . 
af):'.er Iauncn_. Most S-OViet re.cce $_ate11ites ()f the pas,t 3 years ha.v<e been· 
de--orbited s11ghtly less than 8 days afte~ launch. The launch of Cosmo,s 
129 came 48 -days a:fttn the 27 :August' la'Qllch of Cosmos 128, the las.'t :p-revh 

()us. ~oviet P~cq:e s,at~~i:te. Duril),g t-h~ !lr~t g; ~mo.n,ths of 1966·"' abq'fit~ 2 such 

·v:ehieles :'JRe-r..e'· launclieCl e~ch x:nont_h~ (See ch,ar·t on page 44.) 

(NOR.Ab) . 

(SEOR:l!J"f N0 _FOREIGN l;)ISSEMINATlON ~ - Relea.s:able to US, UK & 


. Oanada) - ­

4th MOl niya Commuhftations-

Relay SateUtte La0'11chett . 


The·-?c;>-vl:¢:ts l~~checl th.eir ~ou.rth. commJinica,tion,p.- re].a;y sat ellite 
·of the Molniy,. ~ sce~i~ fro:~ Ty;Uratam at· a.bbut 0751 Z, ZQ Oct~ber. AF$ with 
'the_other~~ it w-as launched'-into a l:Z::.Chou-r orbit with an ineli·natiot:l O'i 65· 
deg_r ·e.es ;an,d an -apog-ee of roughly 39, 700 kilomete;rs (21., 0'00 n. m. ). Each 
day it plZ'<i;v.i'd-f:s abo.1.l:t 9.. L? h~u,;-s o.f ,r~l;;l,.y of va:dous· type-s of cQm:rnUcnication.~. 
includin-g ~e-l:eph,one., teleg·ra,ph1 and·- TrV,. betwe-en s u.eh dis,tant po-izU,s oi·~~ 
USSR as yMo·$(:iow' and the Soviet: Far Ea:$11.• .. 

http:af):'.er
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Th~ · 3d )4,ohd,y~., which was lautioh.ed .as A 
(or sever1d monthliia 

The M~lniyas, l'ike mal"iy oth:et Sc'V1~t :s· a:teJ.tit:e,~ ·iia:<r.e ·sonte,weightI 
~pace ea:pacit:y which can· be used fo'r a~OJ'qp~.& 1;!\~o-ndary ~si.OAS. 
M<)lni~ l is, b-el:if}-'ll:~d to ha,~~- t~ans;rottte<l.l!laitation-b'elt .cfata1 {p'! ~ ~ ,, 
WlR. 44}-65i);; Mblfit~;i 2 sue·~~siulJ.v te·a~~d:. r;~lay ~!'epl ~Vj~~~,:x .., 
Pa:r1s· and ~o-scow , fWlR 3/~6};; and M.oln~ 3 ~r:a:n:t;ni'i .· to: tn~ ~~:rth Vldeo 
coverage of part o.t the Nol"thern Hemis:ph,e-''e tal.<~ll ~'t 'al ~'t$l:alf~·e of roughly: 
-4-0, ~we kil~rneters. l~WIR 2>1/rh~) •. p~tsaiBly in a. tfi't ~£the "l&efu~eln:~ of cloud• 
eov~.~ pb.o~~~l'apb.y; of J.a.rse .PQ~i(l~s ·of t:Q.~i3'~l}Ja ,$~~~. • 

1'1\" So#etll. "h,av-e ~lPee~~ehin.~ M}.Sim:~s a'So-~ ,lf tn.onths •aj~rt. 
{~ee cha'rt on. 'page 41•. ) · " ·· · 
(NORAD) 
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tuna 12 .LaunQhf#f, 
No P.hotbgraphy A:nnounteH.Yet 

Tne Soviets 1aunc:~ed I.;~na 12, 1;Qeir tbirli l.~~ at-1S.ite1'., 
Ty:U:ra.ta.ml ~t a.'bcfu~,o/84.~Z,i Z,,Z. Qc·t<;>bell', ~A · ~i~ 
fl~'ij'ht,' p.ro.tilexo:f 1<t·s two· ;pr~)l:e~$$.Ql:·G -- · · . . ~ti"a T 
la~:Bed, r ~&})ectivelt. ·31 Ma~ch ·aM· 24 x.·· ~t lt6,6. 

Luna 12 is pr·obably coll~ertbg data en the·Moon and its ·s-pace en­

vir~ · . -:-ld.ltrs ..P~ede~e~s~;s. T~e:;e $~- . ..'91lment~ . a:~. 4 . . np in~-o~p.o~ ;~et t~ e~,a~ 
ph~o:g:ra~y 1:~ b·~:m~ ~.l"'~~~~e~ ~-o:lt :ttq ~~' fltt£~s· w.~: ~g~ l?~vo:f-!the 
a~Q\lll-ce'd .mis' $io~j but t'hen.i~Iae; ~9v:iets.· . , :r-i:l'Y ~Q . ~~c.~ pliotb­
gitaphic mia-stpns 'irQ!n s·~ace·~ t-hey l:l.a ·trien a: ·. ' U.sli~. Ph0tQg­
rapP,y1 h"OFev:er~ is; probably mt~nd.eciJ. . 

• { Lun~ :11, fit,.'i:l.eq e p)lot~~~ap~ p~~ o~ ~!~· ~IJ:si:~ a,~d it 
. is J,Uce'ly that r2 was tntended tq_,. malte \q> the d~io~en¢y., 

;(;The U-K's Jbd:teU B·ank. B.~cf~ &~;tr-on~ObseJt~:r ;re.J."' 
c~j.ved videp $Ipa.le, ir~ LUbE( il bu~ ;wa-:s ,;Einable t,o- .: c~Ph,e 
them. ARparetity tAA,sigpals. ~a,e ~-eti~. :fol" ' ol'rle~s 
n.¢ver .2.",elea'8 ed li>r an~~:hmced a:n'}" ·video ,_- an J..ua.:1t'at of 
fa'i.lua-..e.) 
t'h:e spvi:et$ ile.~"d g~.oa iJ.Jlh.a<r ·pho:t~~aphy~- o.rd.er to s elle¢t 
·s·it.es. f-or mann:ea: l~diQ"g·s a · ' \ffie~~s . . · 

• '],'·be. 5'~i~ts wo~a Jj~m:~ ., ,~b'ta.in. 
·bette:r picfexes f)f \.he' Mda :fa~~· · ~ ob.tai®d ~-
the US's Lunar. G>'rbiter; th-e· high.-,~es-olutiQn: vi~eq sylitte.J?P.. ol th~ 
latte.r .f~il.ed t:Q ~#9~~ -sati~~tor'l,ly.. 
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