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| RECCE ACTIVITY BACK 1IN FULL SWING: COSMOS
130 LAUNCHED, NO. 129 DE-ORBITED
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Recce Activity Back in Full Swing; .
Cosmos 130 Launched, No, 129 De-Orbited

Soviet reconnaissance from space is back in full swing after a
standdown of about a month and a half, For a brief period (about 22 hours),
the Sovlets had 2 reconnaissance satellites in orbit szmulta.neously, an
unusual but not unprecedented situation,

Cosmos 130 was launched from the Tyuratam Missile Test Range
at about08472 26 Octaber, into an orb;t‘thh a,n mclmatmn of about 65

could easily carry equipment for other smns, such as electronm or infra-
red reconnaisance,

Cosmos 129, which was launched from the Plesetsk ICBM Complex
at aboutn 12157, 14 October, was de-orbited on 21 October, during ! the early
portion of Rev 169 impacting in the USSR at about 0640Z, less than 7 days
after la.unch Most Soviet recce satellites of the past 3 years have been
de-orbited slightly less than 8 days after launch. The launch of Cosmos
129 came 48 days after the 27 August launch of Cosmos 128, the last previ-
ous Soviet recce satellite, During the first 8 months of 1966, about 2 such
. vehicles were launched each month. (See ch“art; on page 44.)

{NORAD) -
—SECREFT NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION -- Releasable to US, UK &
Canadaj - :

4th Molniya Communications

Refay Satellite Launched

 The Soviets launched their faurth communications-relay satellite
of the Molniya series from Tyuratam at about 0751Z, 20 October. As with
the others, it was launched into a 12-hour orbit with an inclination of 65
degrees and an apogee of roughly 39, 700 kilometers (21,000 n.m.). Each
day it provides about 9-12 hours of relay of various types of communications,
including telephone, telegraph, and TV, between su,z:h distant pomts of the

USSR as Moscow and the Soviet Far East.
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